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Reflections on Rosh Hashanah

There can be no minimizing the tragedy inherent in human existence. We are never far from
the impact of misfortune. Each year millions of human beings pass by the wayside in one way or
another of the various means by which life is brought to an end.

If a sense of uneasiness is understandable in our personal lives, it is also reflected in the
dark blots which affect our fellow Jews and, indeed, all of mankind. No Jew is exempt from the
pain felt as Jews and others count the victims of the latest terrorist attack. The continued acrimony
among nations, the harrowing thought that there are diabolical men far removed from complete
sanity who relish the prospect of a nuclear holocaust, the poverty and suffering of hungry and
homeless refugees around the globe are all potents of political and human disasters. Meanwhile,
the defacing of synagogues, the desecration of tombstones, the fiery rhetoric from the likes of
Kanye West, Bella Hadid, Roger Waters and Robert F. Kennedy Jr., and the spreading of antisemitic
leaflets and posters by the Goyim Defense League are grim reminders that even in seemingly com-
fortable environments, the poison of antisemitism has not been eradicated and that racists must
be constantly ferreted out and vigorously fought. While “irrational fears” may be unwarranted,
Jews know that they must be vigilant in their defence against those who think that it is their
bounden duty to help the world “smite the Jews.”

The disasters which press down inexorably on all of mankind, Jew and non Jew, seem to
deny optimists any convincing arguments for their views. But it is not in the nature of man to give
up lightly the struggle for self-preservation and the vision of an abundant life. The immediate future
may inspire a spirit of foreboding. We have no choice, however, but to persevere in the hope that
5784 will, even in this uncertain world, bring us some measure of happiness.
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THE WORLD IN REVIEW

NEWS OF THE RECENT PAST IS REVIEWED

Accused of Going
To Israel

Sylvia Santana is a
Michigan state senator
whose district includes the
heavily Arab Muslim pop-
ulation of Dearborn. She
recently joined several of
her fellow senators on a
visit to Israel. Her presence
has infuriated many of her
constituents.

“The news about
Santana’s visit to Israel”,
wrote Osama Siblani, pub-
lisher and editor-in-chief of
the Dearborn-based Arab
American News, “shocked
and angered the Arab Amer-
can community. Santana’s

By NOAH FREEDMAN

visit constitutes a slap in
the face to the Arab Ameri-
can community who has
been supportive and re-
spectful of the senator”.

Sensing a political
backlash Santana was quick
to apologize for the trip. “I
recognize my presence on
this trip has sparked anger
and disappointment...For
this, I truly apologize, seek
your forgiveness and hope
that you will understand
that I had no malicious in-
tent.”

Santana’s district
overlaps with the notorious
anti-Israel and antisemitic
Democratic Rep. Rashida
Tlaib. Tlaib was a featured

speaker at a recent art show
which advocated Israel’s de-
struction. The Handala Co-
alition, a group of
organizations advocating for
Palestinians, sponsored the
May 30 show at Detroit’s
Swords Into Plowshares
Peace Center and Gallery.
Among the figures honored
with artwork was Khader
Adnan, 45, an imprisoned
terrorist in Israel who died
on May 2 following an 86-
day hunger strike. He had
spent eight years in prison
for terror-related offenses.
Rabbi Asher Lopatin,
executive director of the
Jewish Community Rela-
tions Council for the Metro-

politan Detroit area, re-
sponded to the politician by
saying “Everyone should go.
It's the holy land. Whether
you like whose the state
now, maybe you preferred it
when it was under the Otto-
mans or the Crusaders or
the Romans, but whoever it
is, everyone should visit.”

Self Proclaimed First
Rabbi of Riyadh

Rabbi Yaakov Israel
Herzog lives in Riyadh. De-
spite the restrictive laws in
the country Herzog has
opened the first Chabad

(Please turn to page 31)
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FDR SAID “NO” AT

U.S. PRESIDENT LED THE ABANDONMENT OF THE JEWS

The name “Ber-
muda” conjures up a variety
of images. Tourists think of
it as a tropical vacation site.
Scientists ponder the dis-
appearance of ships in the
Bermuda Triangle. But for
those concerned with the
history of the Holocaust,
Bermuda is remembered as
the site of a notorious U.S.-
British conference that was
organized for the ostensible

By RAFAEL MEDOFF

Dr. Rafael Medoff is director of The David S. Wyman
Institute for Holocaust Studies, in Washington, D.C., and au-
thor of more than 20 books about Jewish history and the

Holocaust. - The Editor

purpose of rescuing Jews
from Hitler, but instead
abandoned them.

In early 1943, fol-
lowing the Allies’ verification
of the Nazi genocide, some
British parliament members
and church leaders began
pressing for immediate

rescue action. To appease
the growing clamor, the
Churchill and Roosevelt ad-
ministrations announced
they would hold a confer-
ence presumably to address
the crisis.

The island of Ber-
muda was chosen for the

gathering. Nahum Gold-
mann, cochairman of the
World Jewish Congress,
suspected the remote set-
ting was selected so “it will
take place practically in se-
cret, without pressure of
public opinion.”

Jewish organiza-
tions asked permission to
send representatives to the
conference; their request

(Please turn to page 16)

We Extend Best Wishes to our Jewish Friends

On the Occasion of
ROSH HASHANAH

May the coming year be blessed with peace and prosperity.
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Y ¥ Claims Conference  myann nmw

Vv~ The Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany

ATTENTION HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS

If you are a Holocaust survivor who has not received any compensation payment (either from the Claims Conference or German or Austrian govern-
ments), please call us immediately. You may be entitled.

The Claims Conference has negotiated the following liberalizations of criteria to compensation funds with the German government.

HARDSHIP FUND — SUPPLEMENTAL PAYMENT Jewish Nazi victims eligible for the Hardship Fund have been approved for annual Supplemen-
tal Payments of approximately €1,200 in 2023 through 2027. If you already received a Hardship Fund Supplemental Payment (meaning payments
over the two years of €2,400), you don't have to apply again. You will only need to provide Proof of Life. Please register with Paneem for the
2023 payment (you will need to do this every year through 2027). You will hear from us to validate via Paneem. If you have moved, or don't hear
from us, please contact us. If you have never applied, the deadline for the 2023 payment is December 31, 2023.

Holocaust survivors who were previously ineligible to receive the Supplemental Hardship Fund payments because they received one-time German
government payments (for example from Landerhartefonds) are now eligible to apply for the supplemental payment.

Survivors who receive a German or Austrian pension for persecution during the Holocaust (BEG, Article 2 Fund, Regional Specific Program (RSP),
Austrian Victims Pension (Opferausweis)) are not eligible to receive the Hardship Supplemental Fund Payment.

NEWLY APPROVED OPEN GHETTOS: Jewish Holocaust survivors who were persecuted in the open ghettos identified below, for at least three
months, may be eligible for a monthly pension from the Article 2 or CEE Fund:

+ InRomania, survivors persecuted in Bucharest, Adjud, Beius, Blaj, Caracal, Dumbraveni, Fagaras, Hateg, Ludus, Medias, Nalat-Vad, Oravita,
Péaclisa, Pitesti, Sdrmasu, Sighisoara, Tarnaveni, Tinca, Turnu Severin, Arad, Braila, Brasov, Buhusi, Calarasi, Deva, Dorohoi, Félticeni, Husi,
llia, Lugoj, Ploesti, Podul lloaiei, Sibiu, Suceava, Targu Frumos, Timisoara, Turda, Alba lulia, BaCau. Barlad, Botosani, Buzau, Costanta, Craio-
va, Focasni, Galatz, Harlau, lasi, Pascani, Piatra Neamt, Roman, Romanicu Sarat, Stefanesti, Targu Mures, Targu Neamt, Tecuci, and Vaslui,
between August 1941 and August 1944;

*  InBulgaria, survivors persecuted in Dobrich, Kazanllk, Kirdzhali, Lovech, Nevrokop (a.k.a. Gotse Delchev), Nikopol, Plovdiv, Popovo, Preslav,
Provadiya, Turgovishte, and Yambol (Jambol), between September 1942 and September 1944. In addition, all pension recipients who were in one
of the open ghettos in Romania or Bulgaria named above and born after January 1, 1928, may be entitled to a one-time payment from the Child
Survivor Fund administered by the Claims Conference.

Note: Jewish Nazi victims from these open ghettos in Romania and Bulgaria may also be entitled to a pension from the ZRBG (Ghetto Pen-

sion). This pension is not administered by the Claims Conference. Please contact a German embassy or consulate near you or

https://www.germany.info/us-en/service/07-Pension/ghetto-financial-compensation/920638

CHILD SURVIVOR FUND In addition to the other eligible applicants listed above, the Child Survivor Fund may also provide a one-time payment
to those who are among the One Thousand Children amounting to €2,500 (approximately $2,500) per person. Approximately 1,400 children were
forced to leave their parents behind when they were rescued from Nazi Germany and Nazi-occupied countries and taken to the United States.
Please contact us to learn the details of eligibility.

PAYMENT TO SPOUSES OF DECEASED ARTICLE 2/CEE FUND BENEFICIARIES

The Claims Conference will provide payments to eligible spouses of deceased recipients of the Article 2, Central and Eastern European (CEE)
Funds. A spouse of an Article 2/CEE Fund beneficiary may, upon the death of the Article 2/CEE Fund beneficiary, be entitled to receive pay-
ments for up to 9 months, paid in three quarterly installments, if the following conditions apply:

1. The spouse is alive at the date of the payment; and

2. The spouse was married to the Article 2/CEE Fund beneficiary at the time of death of the Article 2/CEE Fund beneficiary; and

3. The Article 2/CEE Fund recipient passed away at any point while he or she was receiving a payment from the program.

The spouse of a Holocaust survivor must be alive at the time of each payment. Other heirs, including children, are not entitled to receive any
payment. To download an application from our website, please go to: www.claimscon.org/apply

The German government established a similar program for surviving spouses of monthly Holocaust compensation pensions made under German
Federal Indemnification Law, other German federal compensation laws or governmental programs, (sometimes referred to as Wiedergutma-
chung), for Holocaust survivors who passed away January 1%, 2020 or later. For more information, please check with the BADV or download the
application from the BADV

website at https://www.badv.bund.de/DE/OffeneVermoegensfragen/UebergangsleistungenEhegattenNSOpfer/antrag.htm.

REGION-SPECIFIC PERSECUTION (RSP) PENSION A pension program was created for survivors, who currently do not receive pensions who
were, for at least three months in: (i) the Leningrad Siege (i) persecuted in Romania or (iii) hiding in France. Income/Asset criteria of the Article
2/CEE Funds apply. Meeting the RSP persecution criteria shall entitle a survivor to a payment from the Child Survivor Fund if the age criteria (born
in or after 1928) is met.

For more information, contact:
CLAIMS CONFERENCE
PO Box 1215, New York, NY 10113, USA
Tel: +1-646-536-9100 Fax: +1-212-679-2126
Email: info@claimscon.org
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In the modern era,
the now defunct Canadian
Jewish Congress struggled
with huge problems facing
Jews worldwide and some-
times right here in Canada.
Some of these issues like
the fate of Jews in Syria
were successfully resolved
with the exodus of the en-
tire Jewish community.
This rescue was largely or-
chestrated by the extraordi-
nary volunteers who headed
up the CJC Jews in Arab
Lands Committee. One can
only imagine the fate of Jews
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LITTLE HAS CHANGED SINCE
CJC WAS DISBANDED

MULTIPLE CASES OF DEJA VU FACE THE JEWISH COMMUNITY TWELVE YEARS LATER

By JACK SILVERSTONE

Jack Silverstone was the executive vice-president of

CJC from 1985 to 2003 - The Editor

in Syria had they been
caught up in the brutal civil
war that erupted there in
2011.

CJC disbanded in
July 2011, via a di facto
merger with the Canada-Is-
rael Committee to become
the Centre for Israel and
Jewish Affairs. While we be-
lieve CIJA and B’nai Brith
Canada are doing a good job
advocating on the important
issues of the day, CJC had
a cache that neither of these

organizations have been
able to replicate.

There is a reason
why CJC was recognized as
the Parliament of Canadian
Jewry. As our former pres-
ident, the late Irving Abella
wrote in The Globe and Mail
in 2019, “the CJC was Ca-
nada’s first national ethnic
organization, and for many
years the only democratic
one in North America; Its
leaders were elected by rep-
resentatives of all the Jew-

ish communities and organ-
izations from coast to coast.
It became the model for suc-
cessive waves of immigrants
from places like Italy, Po-
land, Hungary, China and
Japan to create their own
organizations.

“It began as an or-
ganization for Canadian
Jews, but soon after its
founding became an organ-
ization for all Canadians
who needed its help.
Throughout its history, the
congress was in the forefront

(Please turn to page 20)

WE WISH ALL OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND CLIENTS THROUGHOUT THE GTA

A HAPPY AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR
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From Your Liberal MPs
Wishing you a healthy,
happy, and sweet New Year!
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Mary.Ng@parl.gc.ca Rob.Oliphant@parl.gc.ca Yaara.Saks@parl.gc.ca Black Creek Woodbridge
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Electric Limited

Joins in Extending Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of Metropolitan
Toronto and Area
On the Occasion of
ROSH HASHANAH
May the coming year bring you
health and happiness.
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Helping Refugees, Together
Faith-based organizations in
Toronto come together to help the
city’s asylum-seekers

There is a refugee
crisis in Toronto. There
are currently an esti-
mated 2,900 refugees and
asylum-seeker claimants
in Toronto’s shelter sys-
tem — a growth of 500 per-
cent in the last 20
months. The issue cap-
tured attention when
dozens of refugees were
found sleeping on the
streets in downtown To-
ronto, nearby the over-ca-
pacity shelters.

This past month,
organizations in Toronto’s
Jewish  community -
among them, Ve’ahavta,
B’nai Brith Canada, Beth
Tzedec Congregation, and
Holy Blossom Temple -
sought ways to help sup-
port two churches that

stepped up to offer shelter
to 300 of these asylum-
seekers in North York -
Revivaltime Tabernacle
Church and Dominion
Church International -
Toronto.

Primarily from Af-
rican countries, refugees
have fled unspeakable cir-
cumstances back home,
only to arrive in Canada
to face a very challenging
road ahead. “As Jews,
many of us having simi-
larly arrived in this coun-
try as refugees, we can
relate personally to the
plight of these individ-
uals,” says Cari Kozierok,
Executive Director of
Ve’ahavta, a local Jewish
humanitarian organiza-
tion dedicated to solving

HAPPY NEW TO ALL OUR
JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS

EBBA

TEEL

CONSTRUCTION LTD.

SERVING YOUR STEEL NEEDS

FOR OVER 45 YEARS
e STRUCTURAL STEEL FABRICATION
SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED
¢ INDUSTRIAL & COMMERCIAL
e CUSTOM FABRICATION FOR NEW
RESIDENTIAL AND RENOVATION PROJECTS
¢ IN-HOUSE CAD DESIGN
e WE DELIVER

www.sebbasteel.com
Tel: 905-888-9693
40 Cardico Drive
Gormley, Ontario \ceiireo)
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poverty, one person at a
time.

On August 2, on
learning that the refugees
were being temporarily
housed at the two nearby
churches, Ve’ahavta quickly
mobilized and prepared
300 meals and arranged
for dozens of volunteers to
help cook, bake, and serve

the meals at the
churches.

The Jewish com-
munity responded so

quickly and generously to
Ve’ahavta’s emergency
campaign, that the organ-
ization raised enough
money to supply not 300
meals, but 1,500 meals
(one each week until the
end of August).

At the same time,
B’nai Brith Canada deliv-
ered fresh food and cloth-
ing; and Beth Tzedec
Congregation and Holy
Blossom Temple made do-
nations to the churches to
buy cots and tables.

INSE TO HOMELESSNESS
BNGE 11 A

meals -m

ing % toiletries .

Ve'ahawts

Ve’ahavta, prima-
rily funded by individual
donors from the Jewish
Community, provides im-
mediate relief and refer-
rals to individuals facing
extreme poverty and
homelessness, and offers
a variety of pre-employ-
ment training programs.
The organization will ex-
tend applications to these
refugees, to help them
succeed as they transition
to their new life in Ca-
nada.

Ve’ahavta pro-
grams have an unheard-of
95% success rate, and ref-
ugees now account for
31% of their enrollees, an
increase of 12% over last
year.

“When newcomers
succeed, we all benefit,”
says Kozierok. “To quote
Ghandi... the true meas-
ure of any society can be
found in how it treats its
most vulnerable mem-
bers.”
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We Join in Extending Rosh Hashanah
Greetings to the Jewish Community of
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May your celebration be a joyous one.
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UNITING STUDENTS
AGAINST ANTISEMITISM

SUBMITTED BY DANIEL KOREN,
FOUNDER AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
ALLIED VOICES FOR ISRAEL

Allied Voices for Is-
rael (AVI) unites students of
all backgrounds against
anti-Jewish hatred. AVI
offers a multi-faceted ap-
proach to Israel advocacy
and education by empower -
ing a new and diverse co-
hort of Israel advocates at
high school and university
campuses across Canada.

Through  allyship
programs to Israel, educa-
tional workshops, media fel-
lowships, and other
advocacy programs, AVI is
inspiring a new generation
of students to change the
narrative around Israel. By
embracing our peers, we
will establish a movement of
students working together
to achieve strength in
numbers and create a more
just society.

AVI offers a variety
of flagship programs as well
as resources, access to
high-profile speakers, and a
suite of educational work-
shops that give students the
tools to build meaningful
coalitions and understand-
ing of regional conflicts in
the Middle East, how to re-
fute misinformation from

anti-Israel students and
professors, and serve as
vocal and proactive Ambas-
sadors for peace, coexis-
tence, and human rights.
We also offer interactive
campaigns for our students
to meaningfully engage in
dialogue with their peers on
campus.

AVI strongly believes
that coalition-building is es-
sential to combating anti-
Jewish hatred and all forms
of bigotry on campus. We
believe in real allyship -
meaning that no student
should ever need to re-
nounce an integral part of
their identity (such as Jew-
ish students being forced to
denounce their support for
Israel) to be considered an
“ally.”

Recently, students
representing 10 college and
university campuses came
together for an AVI Summer
Retreat in Keswick to learn
about allyship, Jewish ind-
igeneity to Israel, and more.
Students of all backgrounds
joined us, representing 10
college and university cam-
puses such as University of

(Please turn to following page)
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® SHANA TOVAH!

Wishing you and your

loved ones a year filled

with happiness, peace,
and prosperity.

anes a year filled with peace,
happiness and good fealth.

My office is
_here to help |

Contact us at
416-603-9664
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226 Bathurst Street, Unit A, Toronto, ON M5T 2R9
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UNITING STUDENTS
(Continued from preceding page )

Toronto, University of Wind-
sor, Carleton University,
Western University, McGill
University, George Brown
College, and others.

Students took part
in interactive workshops on
allyship, coalition-building,
the harmful effects of the
Boycott, Divestment and
Sanctions (BDS) movement,
the indigenous Jewish con-
nection to Israel, and how to
identify and combat anti-
Jewish hatred on campus.

Students had many
questions about Israel and
Jewish indigeneity and
gained several valuable new
skills. It was quite the ex-
perience.

“l am pleased to re-
port that nearly 90% of par-
ticipants said the
workshops made them feel

more confident and likely to
advocate for Israel and en-
gage in allyship on cam-
pus,” says Koren.
“Additionally, all students
reported that their knowl-
edge of Israel increased.”

“The spirit of the
event as well as the infor-
mation provided equipped
us as allies in a meaningful
and nuanced way,” said one
student.

AVI will be gathering
similar metrics and data
from students for its upcom-
ing Common Ground pro-
gram to Israel beginning on
December 27th. If readers
know a student who may be
interested in becoming a
Common Ground Ambassa-
dor and joining AVI in Israel
this winter, please encour-
age them to apply today!
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MUSIC, WAR AND
ANTISEMITISM

ACCLAIMED GRAMMY-NOMINATED ARC
ENSEMBLE CELEBRATES 20 YEARS

SUBMITTED BY DIANE BLACKMAN,
BR PUBLIC RELATIONS

Over the span of two
decades, the ARC Ensemble
(Artists of The Royal Con-
servatory) has provided a
voice for exiled musicians,
the many composers who
had graduated from Eu-
rope’s finest conservatories
and enjoyed successful ca-
reers, but were then forced
into exile by antisemitism
and bigotry. The works of
many of these composers
have been forgotten. As it
marks its 20th anniversary,
the ARC Ensemble remains

dedicated to the research,
recovery and recording of
the music produced by
these extraordinarily gifted
exiles.

Comprised of the
senior faculty of The Royal
Conservatory's acclaimed
Glenn Gould School, with
guests drawn from its ac-
complished alumni and stu-
dents, the ARC Ensemble
has become an influential
cultural ambassador, earn-
ing admirers both nation-

(Please turn to page 22)
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FDR SAID “NO” AT BERMUDA
(Continued from page 6)

was rejected. They sent the
State Department a list of
proposals for rescue action;
the memo was ignored.
Jewish congressmen met
with President Franklin D.
Roosevelt to suggest rescue
steps, “but the answer to all
of [our] suggestions was
‘No’,” according to Con-
gressman Daniel Ellison (R-
Maryland).

American  Jewish
groups were alarmed that
U.S. Congressman Sol
Bloom (D-New York) was
chosen as a member of the
American delegation to Ber-
muda. Bloom was a
staunch defender of FDR’s
harsh policy toward Jewish
refugees; Jewish leaders
feared Bloom would serve
as “an alibi” for the admin-
istration’s claim that rescue

was impossible. Assistant
Secretary of State Breckin-
ridge Long wrote in his
diary that he chose Bloom
because the congressman
was “easy to handle” and
“terribly ambitious for pub-
licity.”

The Bermuda gath-
ering opened on April 19,
1943, which coincided with
the first night of Passover
and the outbreak of the
Warsaw  Ghetto  revolt
against the Nazis. The Brit-
ish and U.S. governments
decided beforehand that in
their discussions, there
would be no emphasis on
the plight of the Jews, nor
would they adopt any pol-
icies that would benefit
Jews in particular.

Nearly every rescue
idea that was raised was
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ROSH HASHANAH
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shot down. The U.S. refused
to use trans-Atlantic ships
to transport refugees, not
even troop supply ships
that were returning from
Europe empty. The Roose-
velt administration also re-
jected any increase in the
admission of refugees to the
United States.

The British del-
egates refused to discuss
Palestine as a possible
haven, because of Arab op-
position. They also rejected
negotiating with the Nazis
to release Jews, on the
grounds that “many of the
potential refugees are empty
mouths for which Hitler has
no wuse.” Their release
“would be relieving Hitler of
an obligation to take care of
these useless people,” a
senior British official as-
serted.

The delegates also
dismissed the idea of ship-
ping food to starving Jews
as a violation of the Allied
blockade of Axis Europe,
even though Allied leaders
previously made an excep-
tion for German-occupied
Greece and sent food there.

In the end, the Ber-
muda conferees spent a
large amount of time on
very small-scale steps, such
as evacuating 5,000 Jewish
refugees from Spain (who
were not in immediate
danger) to the Libyan region
of Cyrenaica.

After twelve days of
basking in the tropical sun-
shine, the delegates ad-
journed without achieving
anything of significance.
The two governments kept
the proceedings of the con-
ference secret rather than
admit how little they had
accomplished.

The failure of the
Bermuda conference pro-
voked the first serious pub-
lic criticism of U.S. refugee
policy. A large advertise-
ment in the New York
Times, sponsored by the
rescue advocates known as
the Bergson Group, was
headlined “To 5,000,000

Jews in the Nazi Death-
Trap, Bermuda was a Cruel
Mockery.”

Rep. Emanuel Celler
(D-New York) charged that
the delegates in Bermuda
had engaged in “diplomatic
tight-rope walking,” at a
time when “thousands of
Jews are being killed daily.”
In a slap at Congressman
Bloom, Rep. Celler charac-
terized the conference as “a
bloomin’ fiasco.”

The editors of The
New Republic charged that
Bermuda revealed “the bit-
ter truth” that the U.S. and
Great Britain were unwilling
to aid “these potential refu-
gees from murder....If the
Anglo-Saxon nations con-
tinue on their present course,
we shall have connived with
Hitler in one of the most ter-
rible episodes of history.”

Bermuda galvanized
some mainstream Jewish
leaders to speak out more
forcefully for rescue. Dr. Is-
rael Goldstein, president of
the Synagogue Council of
America, charged that “the
victims are not being res-
cued because the democra-
cies do not want them, and
the job of the Bermuda con-
ference apparently was not
to rescue victims of Nazi
terror but to rescue our
State Department and the
British Foreign Office from
possible embarrassment.”

Even the chief Brit-
ish delegate to Bermuda,
Richard Law, later acknowl-
edged that Bermuda was a
“facade for inaction.”

Historians have
come to view the Bermuda
conference as one of the
era’s most vivid demonstra-
tions of the Roosevelt ad-
ministration’s abandon-
ment of the Jews. The many
books and films about
America’s response to the
Nazi genocide devote ample
space to the Bermuda fai-
lure—with the notable ex-
ception of the recent Ken
Burns documentary, “The
U.S. and the Holocaust which

(Please turn to following page)
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FDR SAID “NO” AT BERMUDA
(Continued from preceding page)

for some reason never men-
tioned Bermuda at all. Per-
haps one day, some
interviewer will ask him
about that.

An Eyewitness Ac-
count:

The day the Ber-
muda conference con-
cluded, April 30, the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency pub-
lished an extraordinary eye-
witness account of Nazi
atrocities against Jews in
the Polish city of Lvov.

A 40 year-old bank
clerk named Arthur Roten-
stroikin described how he
and other Jews in Lvov were
“lined up and machine
gunned,” but “I fainted and
fell to the ground before a
bullet hit me and thus es-
caped death.” Late that
night, he “crawled from the
mound of the dead and re-
turned home.

Rotenstroikin re-

counted a wide range of
Nazi outrages in Lvov, from
young Jewish boys “forced
to beat their parents,” to
Rosh Hashana worshippers
compelled to spread Torah
scrolls on the ground “and
dance upon them.” He also
detailed the mass murder
process: executions of tens
of thousands of Jews in a
nearby forest where “the
cries of the victims could be
heard for miles,” and mass
deportations to the Belzec
death camp.

Within a year, “only
10,000 Jews were left of
[Lvov’s] original Jewish pop-
ulation of 160,000,” Rosen-
stroikin reported. Among
the murdered were his own
wife and two year-old child.
His harrowing testimony of-
fered a heartbreaking eye-
witness counterpoint to the
Allies’ farce of a conference
in Bermuda.
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LITTLE HAS CHANGED
(Continued from page 8)

of epic battles for human
rights, equality, immigra-
tion reform and civility in
this country. It stood arm-
in-arm with Indigenous
people in Canada fighting
for their rights and dignity,
with Canadian Sikhs de-
manding their right to wear
turbans at their jobs and in
Legion halls, and with a
host of minority groups
making their way in Ca-
nada. To each of them, the
CJC has been a mentor,
sharing its expertise and ex-
perience.

Many of the issues
that occupied the efforts of
CJC are still very much
alive. Thus, CJC was a
leader in the successful
struggle to free the Jews of
the former Soviet Union.
Sadly, today all these years
later, Jews in Russia and
Ukraine, while no longer
prisoners, find themselves
in precarious situations as
they face the terrible uncer-
tainty created by war and
civil strife.

The pursuit of Nazi
war criminals in an effort to
bring them to justice is now
all but over as more than
75 years have passed since
the end of the Second World
War. Tragically, there has

been no lack of war crim-
inality and crimes against
humanity since then. In a
bizarre and perverted twist
of morality and law, some of
the transnational vehicles
such as the International
Criminal Court that were
put in place to counter hor-
rific behaviour by individ-
uals and nation states have
become venues for anti-Is-
rael machinations.

Worry continues for
the sizeable Jewish com-
munity in Iran living as they
do under an oppressive and
violent theocracy. Mean-
while the small Jewish com-
munity in Tunisia is under
stress. The country is not
stable and unlike neigh-
bouring Morocco where the
Jewish community remains
safe and respected and
where the government is
forging close ties with Israel,
Tunisia remains hostile to
the Jewish state. On May
ninth of this year two Jew-
ish visitors as well as three
local security personnel
were killed in an attack on
a synagogue. The CJC had
an extraordinary volunteer
in Judy Feld Carr who
headed our Jews in Arab
Lands Committee and or-
chestrated the dramatic
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HAPPY NEW YEAR rescue Qf so many Jews
from Syria.

TO THE Regrettably the
transmission of antisemitic

We Extend Best Wishes to Our Jewish
Friends and Customers throughout the GTA

JEWISH COMMUNITY -
and anti-Israel propaganda .
BE BLESSED WITH with the emergence of so-
cial media and similar ne- ROSH HASHANAH
GOOD HEALTH farious efforts. At the same

time, traditional antisemitic
' manifestations both from
A g the extreme right and left

have certainly not abated.
CJC fought tire-
COMPLETE MECHANICAL lessly against anti-Israel

Let the knowledge of a
company that has cared for
Canada's landscapes since
1930 work for you.

Your One Source For

Tree & Shrub Care

* Tree & Shrub Fertilization * Quality Pruning with Clean-up

& ELECTRONIC SERVICE boycotts. Today this perni- * Cabling & Bracing * Insect & Disease Management

= ALL MAKES & MODELS OMNTARIOS

« DIESEL REPAIRS : .
cious form of economic and ; ;
Davey Tree Offers Expert Diagnosis

» HEANY DUTY TRUCK SPECIALISTS i b 9 h 1 1 f %
ST OMT AN e sychological warfare per- : \ o
“REPAIRS DONE RIGHT | o Psy g p DAVEY Certified Arborists

THE FIRST TIME!" e .SIStS an(fl is making odious Tree Care Experts Free Property Assessments & Estimates
e wa ; ?EWE inroads in the areas of cul- = Residential & Commercial Work
=] |CLEAN ture and academia. This [ ™ S ,
: i | R East of Bayview Call  West of Bayview Call

41602390088 zavsi I virus will not succeed, but
Z7 MEDULLA AVE, ETOBICOKE (Please turn to following page)

416-248-96441416-241-7191

BER
www.davey.com

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF THE GTA
MAY THE COMING YEAR BE BLESSED WITH PEACE AND PROSPERITY
FOR FAMILY AND FRIENDS.

WE ARE ALWAYS PLEASED TO SERVE YOU.

bayview steeles
AUTO COLLISION

“YOUR ONE STOP FOR
SUPERIOR CARE”

Taking care of all your
repair needs since 1979!

(905) 881-7190 BayviewSteeles.com

7 Guardsman Road, Thornhill, ON L3T 6L2




22

PAUL
CALANDRA

MPP - Markham-Stouffville

Suite 400, 37 Sandiford Dr.
Stouffville, ON L4A 372
(905) 642 2588
paul.calandra@pc.ola.org
www.paulcalandra.com

The Jewish Standard, September 2023

it must be countered.
Finally on the do-
mestic front the struggle for
minority rights continues.
In this regard, we recall the
extraordinary coalition of
the Jewish, Italian and
Greek communities in Qué-
bec when faced with the ref-
erendum on independence
in 1995. With the current
threats of Bill 2 (secularism)
and Bill 96 (language), per-
haps such a coalition
should be re-established?
We were also able to
draw strength from our
small Jewish communities
from coast to coast which
CJC nurtured recognizing

their historical and political
importance. These smaller
Canadian centres continue
to have a vital role to play
and merit support.

These were some of
the many issues that preoc-
cupied the lay leadership
and staff of Canadian Jew-
ish Congress throughout
the last century and into
this one. Unfortunately,
many of the problems per-
sist albeit in modified
forms. It is appropriate then
to recall the wisdom of the
Sages who declared that we
are not obligated to com-
plete the work, but neither
are we free to abandon it.

REVIVING THE MUSICAL LEGACY
(Continued from page 15)

tally and abroad. Its con-
certs and recordings are
eagerly received and have
garnered enthusiastic re-
views and multiple Grammy
and JUNO nominations.
ARC has released nine re-
cordings (on RCA Red Seal
and more recently on Chan-
dos Records), including six

in its illuminating Music in
Exile series. Through its
quest to uncover neglected
and forgotten 20th century
composers, a roster of de-
serving works is now enter-
ing the classical canon.
From its inception,
the goal of ARC Ensemble’s
Artistic Director Simon

Shanah tovah u'metuka
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Wynberg was to both en-
gage the creative energy of
Conservatory’s talented mu-
sicians, and to find a
unique direction and pur-
pose, one that would set
them apart, generate atten-
tion and open opportunities
to promote The Royal Con-
servatory, Canada’s largest
national arts organization.
“I knew it would be
difficult to compete with the
hundreds of recordings of
canonical works and famil-
iar programs,” Wynberg
says. “Luckily, I've always
been drawn to the unfamil-
iar and I'm always curious
as to why some works are
endlessly performed, while
others are consigned to an
eternal hibernation. I love
the idea of having an au-
dience experience new
music—especially  music
that enjoyed success in its
own time—in the knowledge
that we are embarking on
an utterly new journey.”
The group’s first
major success was its
Music Reborn series which

featured composers who
had been killed during the
Holocaust. A few years later,
Wynberg programmed a
weekend dedicated to the
works of émigré composers
like Erich Korngold and Mik-
lI6s Rozsa, musicians who
had fled Europe during the
1930s and found sanctuary
in America and the U.K.

As he examined the
exile  experience more
deeply, Wynberg very soon
concluded that “dozens of
composers of the period still
remained  unresearched,
unassessed and ignored.”
The ARC Ensemble had
found its raison d’étre and
the Music in Exile series
was born. The candidates
for performance and
recording are drawn prima-
rily from the post-1933
period, when National So-
cialism forced artists to flee
Europe and find refuge
wherever they might be al-
lowed. After the war, com-
posers whose careers had
been diminished by exile,

(Please turn to following page)
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happiness, and good health.
Happy Rosh Hashanah 5784!
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REVIVING THE MUSICAL LEGACY
(Continued from preceding page)

then saw their music dis-
missed by their younger
avant-garde colleagues as
reactionary and largely ir-
relevant.

Wynberg’s musical
detective work might begin
with a footnote in a biogra-
phy, an old concert pro-
gram, an email from a
composer’s relative, or a
suggestion from the net-
work of musicologists active
in the area of suppressed
music “Fortunately, many
scores have survived and
are hiding in plain sight in
large library collections and
archives,” he says. Wynberg
tracks down potential treas-
ures scattered across the
globe, from Israel to India,
from Austria to Argentina,
and resources closer-to-
home in Bloomington, Indi-
ana, and Winnipeg,
Canada.

In resurrecting
music forgotten in the boxes

of library archives, the ARC
Ensemble has created re-
newed appreciation for a
growing list of gifted com-
posers: for example, the Uk-
rainian nationalist Dmitri
Klebanov, who was sup-
pressed under Stalin; the
Sephardic composer and
musicologist Alberto Hemsi,
who fled Turkey and Egypt
to settle in Paris, and Walter
Kaufmann, who found
sanctuary in Bombay and
created a uniquely personal
language by fusing Indian
and Western traditions. As
a direct result of ARC’s re-
search and recording, Kauf-
mann’s works are now
published by the legendary
Viennese publisher Do-
blinger, and both European
and American orchestras
are now programming his
works. Kaufmann’s Indian
Symphony will be reintro-
duced to an audience at
Carnegie Hall in 2024. ARC’s

We Extend Best Wishes to Our Jewish
Friends and Customers throughout the GTA for a
HAPPY AND HEALTHY
NEW YEAR

Liquid/Frozen Pasteurized Egg
Products-ESL
Liquid Egg/Pre-cooked Egg Patties
& Omelets

www.globalegg.com
www.eggsolutions.com

283 Horner Ave., Etobicoke, Ontario
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Music in Exile series con-
tinues with a recording of
premieres by Robert Muller-
Hartmann who fled Ham-
burg with his wife in 1937
and settled in England. The
release is scheduled for No-
vember, 2023.

Every one of the ex-
iled composers that ARC

We Extend Best Wishes
to Our Jewish Friends
and Customers
throughout the GTA
On the Occasion of
ROSH HASHANAH
May your celebration
be a joyous one.
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145 Traders Blvd. E., #21 & 22
Mississauga, ON L4Z 313

Tel: 905.501.7700  Fax: 905.501.7374

We Extend Greetings
to the

Jewish Community

On the Occasion of

ROSH HASHANAH

May your year be a
happy and
healthy one.

has introduced has both a
compelling story of flight
and exile, and a body of
music of extraordinary
range and quality. “It is
hugely exciting to uncover a
piece that quickens the
pulse the first time you hear
it,” says Wynberg, “But the
process is also rather nerve-
racking as we are always
asking audiences to trust
our choices in travelling
these unexplored paths.”
Wynberg acknowl-
edges that while the canonic
repertoire is secure, he is
confident that the new plat-
forms for distribution and
the explosion of social
media, will encourage lis-
teners to leap into the un-
known. “When ARC
performed a  Klebanov
String Quartet for NPR’s
Tiny Desk”, Wynberg re-
ports, “I watched in disbelief
as the number of views ex-
ploded. The YouTube chan-
nel alone quickly exceeded
50,000...Videos like these
do suggest that there is a
parallel audience for classi-
cal music that is quite sep-
arate from that of the
traditional concert-goer.”
Twenty years on,

with an alarming rise in an-
tisemitism and new waves
of cultural repression, the
ARC Ensemble’s mission re-
minds us of how easily lives

SIMON WYNBERG AND
the ARC Ensemble are
recovering music nearly
silenced by Z20th-cen-
tury tyranny.

and careers can be devas-
tated by political and social
oppression. Says Wynberg:
“My hope is that our intro-
ductions to these chamber

25

works will encourage
further research, explora-
tion and adoption of music
that has been unjustifiably
ignored.”

Good Health

We Wish Our Jewish Friends and Customers
A Happy New Year!
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We are a family owned German Bakery that specializes
in a large variety of:
eBreads
ePastries

oCakes
“Proud Bakers of Rye and Organic Bread”

Visit us at our Factory Outlet and
Enjoy our Specialty Coffee:

26 Advance Road, Etobicoke, ON.
416-239-3031

www.dimpflmeierbakery.com
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Bonne Santé

Toronto
980 Yonge Street, Suite 30
Toronto, ON M4W 3V8
Phone: 416-924-4680
Fax: 416-924-4685

Cﬁag Sameach

Happy Rosh Hashanah and Best Wishes
to our Valued Clients and Friends

EFFORT TRUST

Our Effort Is For You
Mortgages ¢ GICs * RRSPs ¢ RRIFs

The Effort Trust Company

www.efforttrust.com

Hamilton
50 King Street East
Hamilton, ON L8N 1A6
Phone: 905-528-8956
Fax: 905-528-8182
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— STONE BAKED PIZZA—

TRY OUR
STONE BAKED
GOURMET
FLATBREAD
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GARRY HURVITZ
COMMITTED $50 MILLION
TO HEALTHY MINDS. JOIN HIM.

THE GARRY HURVITZ CENTRE FOR BRAIN & MENTAL HEALTH

Healthy minds start here, at SickKids. Garry shares our

belief that every child deserves a healthy start, a strong
mind, and a bright future. We thank him for his gift which
will enable revolutionary advances and global leadership
in children’s brain and mental health. Says Garry, “Without
a doubt, brain and mental health needs more funding - it
impacts absolutely everybody, at every age, and in all walks
of life. | want others to join me.” You can, by donating at:
sickkidsfoundation.com/garryhurvitz

COMING SOON

VISIT SUNNYBROOK.CA/BRAIN
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From our family to yours,

Shana Tova!

Chartered Professional Accountants
www, millerbernstein.com
&16.482.7050

MILLER ||

TR
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.

I Audit & Assurance | Tax&EstatePlanning | Consulting & Advisory

Best Wishes for
ROSH HASHANAH
to the Jewish Community of the GTA
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THROUGHOUT THE GTA

~ CIRCLE SHOES
- E S 2597 Yonge St Toronto. Ont

Birkenstock Sandles & Doc Martens

Kodiak, Skechers, Moccasin Slippers
b Foamtread Slippers

Snow Boots, g
Sorel, Columbia, Baffin, Kamik
Keen, Timberland, Blondo

Footwear for all the family

Phone: 416-489-4379

circleshoes.ca
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TORONTO GRADE 5 STUDENT
SISI KLEINER-FISMAN WRITES
BOOK ON CANCER EXPERIENCE
TO HELP OTHERS

11-year-old To-
ronto-based author Siena
(Sisi) Kleiner-Fisman details
her harrowing but inspira-
tional experience as a long-
term cancer survivor with
her impactful new book for
adults and children alike,
“She-Warrior” — available
now.

When Sisi was three
years-old, she was dia-
gnosed with a rare cancer.
Initially, the weight of it all
made her sad and angry at
being sick and missing out
on all the fun of summer.
However, when Sisi and her
parents traveled to Philadel-
phia, PA, to receive life-sav-
ing radiation, Sisi made new
friends and had all sorts of
adventures exploring a new
city.

Facing her demons
head-on with optimism and
a relentless spirit, Sisi
chronicles her life-changing
journey with “She-Warrior”.
As Sisi puts it, “Being dia-
gnosed with cancer as a
small child, getting through
treatment, and now being a
long-term survivor is a
unique experience.”

What follows is an
excerpt from “She-Warrior”
detailing one of Sisi’s first
doctor’s visits: The doctors

needed a sample of the
cancer (“earth-monster” to
Sisi). They wanted to look at
it under the microscope to
make sure it really was
Rhabdomyosarcoma and
not some other monster and
to help decide which medi-
cine Sisi would need. Sisi
actually called the “earth-
monster” “Toots”  after
watching a cartoon episode
about a funny little germ
named “Toots.”

Years after her
cancer ordeal, she woke up
one morning with an epiph-
any. Sisi realized she had
an extraordinary story that
had to be told. She decided
to write this book to help
other kids cope with child-
hood cancer and inspire
them to remain hopeful in
their journeys and to know
that they are not alone.
“Even though my days were
filled with uncertainty and
fear, with the help of my
doctors, nurses, and my
mom, I never lost hope, and
eventually, I recovered,”
says Sisi.

“l decided that tell-
ing my story could have
such a huge impact on kids
who are going through

tough times with cancer as
I did and telling them my
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story might help them have
hope that they too will get
better.”

This story, written
by Sisi when she was 11-
years-old, will delight chil-
dren, teens, and adults
alike. Featuring original art
by Sisi, “She-Warrior” is the
true story of an inspiring lit-
tle girl with a big personality
who navigates adversity
with humour and resilience.
Sis’s debut book is written
with a youthful spirit cap-
turing the optimism and re-
silience of childhood.

Sisi Kleiner-Fisman
lives in Toronto, where she
is a grade 5 student. She
loves singing, dancing, per-

forming in musical theatre,
drawing and painting, and
spending time with her
friends and family. While
Sisi still has some challeng-
ing hurdles to conquer due
to the effects of radiation,
she plans to be a child psy-
chologist. Sisi says “I want
to help kids cope with their
feelings and anxieties be-
cause I know what it's like”.
She will impact others,
knowing what it is like to be
vulnerable and in need of
support and encourage-
ment.

11-year-old author
Siena (Sisi) Kleiner-Fis-
man’s debut book “She-
Warrior” is available now.

We Extend Greetings to Our
Jewish Friends and Patients on
ROSH HASHANAH
May the coming year be blessed with
health and happiness.
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We Wish All Our Jewish Friends and Clients
A Happy and Healthy
ROSH HASHANAH
May the coming year be blessed with peace and prosperity.

310 North Queen St., Etobicoke, ON M9C 5K4
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www.avantisurveying.com

We Join in Wishing the Jewish Community of the GTA
a Joyous New Year Celebration
May this Rosh Hashanah be blessed with health and happiness
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WORLD IN REVIEW
(Continued from page 5)

Movement house designed
to serve what he claims are
the thousands of Jewish ex-
patriates living there.

“There are many
Jewish expats coming to the
Kingdom to work”, he says.
He tells journalists that
some 15,000 Jews now
work in Saudi Arabia on dif-
ferent employment contacts
although that number has
not been verified.

There was this per-
ception, says Herzog, that
his work would be forbidden
in a country where public
displays of non-Islamic reli-
gious practices are still pro-
hibited. “After 1 aligned
myself with what I wanted
to do, and the current situ-
ation in Saudi Arabia and
Islam in general, I realized
that with the Jewish people
they won’t have a prob-
lem...We basically looked at

the current Saudi law book,
and we tested the waters."
He describes himself on Lin-
kedin as a “Rabbi and en-
trepreneur”, specializing in
acquisitions, as well as reli-
gious circumcision and in-
terfaith dialogue. On X he
calls himself “the rabbi of
Saudi Arabia” and “the
rabbi of the Arabian Pen-
insula”.

At present Herzog
operates out of rental facil-
ities where he hosts prayers
and  provides holiday
meals(with grape juice in-
stead of alcohol). But his
goals are much greater. We
“want to build a proper
center, a proper mikvah rit-
ual bath, a synagogue, a
day school for children, and
whatever a Jewish person
in the kingdom would need
in order to have a fulfilling
Jewish life.” Herzog admits

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO THE
JEWISH COMMUNITIES OF
HAMILTON AND ST. CATHARINES

uctures and pile driving

rvironmental

B

St. Cotharines, ON: 905 6841111
Hamilton, ON: 905 525 6153
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SHANA TOVAH TO OUR
JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS
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FAX: 905-643-8086
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We Wish the Jewish Community

A Happy, Healthy and Prosperous
ROSH HASHANAH

IVAN’S GARAGE

AUTO & CUBE VAN REPAIRS
48 YEARS IN BUSINESS
Electronic Fuel Injection-Electronic Engine Controls
Exhaust-Air Conditioning Service-Tires-Brakes-Tune Ups
Repairs-Transmissions-Engine Overhauls-Other Repairs
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Stoney Creek, ON L8G 2K4
Phone (905) 662-1582
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SHANA TOVA TO ALL OUR
JEWISH FRIENDS AND CLIENTS
MAY YOU HAVE A GOOD AND
SWEET NEW YEAR.

For all your insurance needs

Homes * Automobiles ¢ Businesses ¢ Cottages
Rented Dwellings « Pleasure Watercraft

Call for a free no obligation quote:
Personal Insurance 905-523-8400
Commercial Insurance 905-523-8507

Cowan Insurance Group
602-105 Main Street East, Hamilton, ON L8N 1G6

We care about what you care about. | cowangroup.ca

BEST
Platinum
MANAGED | Mie &) Cowan
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WORLD IN REVIEW
(Continued from preceding page)

he hasn’t reached everyone For at least one observer:
but he remains undaunted, “One man isn’t waiting for
encouraged by the “nice peace to become official”.

turnouts” to various events. (Please see page 33)

SHANA TOVA TO THE
JEWISH COMMUNITY OF HAMILTON
MAY 5784 BE A HAPPY AND HEALTHY ONE

ANnecaster
Jewelers

- Custom Computer-aide Design
- Fine Jewellery & Timepieces
- Estate Jewellery
- Jewellery & Watch Repairs
- Watchmaker, Goldsmiths
& Gemologists on Staff
- Appraisals

88 Wilson Street West, Ancaster

905-648-6011

www.ancasterjewellers.com
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THE BEST DEFENCE
AGAINST PESTS!

ORKIN CANADA KEEPS YOU ONE STEP AHEAD OF PESTS.

e Pest Management e \Washroom Care
e Bird & Wildlife Control e Odour Control

No matter what business you're in, your company’s buildings or manufacturing facilities have unique

requirements related to physical layout, sanitation regulations, maintenance and storage practices. B
Your Orkin Canada pest management professional knows this and will work with you to determine the

best way to help prevent pests in your establishment, based on your specific needs. Every aspect
of our service is thoroughly documented and we work with you during scheduled on-site meetings
to make sure you are completely satisfied with your Orkin Canada Integrated Pest Management
(IPM) program.

Orkin is Canada's largest pest control provider and a leader in the development of fast,
effective and environmentally responsible pest control solutions. Our professionals are the
best in the business and we're ready to help you — anywhere in Canada, 24 hours a day.

We have set the standard for pest management in Canada. Our customized programs
are backed by the industry’s most comprehensive guarantees, helping us earn the Py
Consumer’s Choice Award for Pest Control and Sanitation Services for 2010!

£ % o o AN

Products, service and FREE advice!

CANADA" s -

1-800-800-ORKIN
WWW.ORKINCANADA.COM
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Accounts of the
early 20th century Jewish
immigration to Canada are
more often than not written
by professional historians
and academics. Few are
told by the immigrants

themselves or by the chil-
dren and grandchildren of
those who took a leap of
faith and established roots
in this alien land.

But the recently re-
leased The Jewish Com-

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL
JEWISH CLIENTS AND FRIENDS

y

Grow Your

For over 40 years we
have mitigated your risks

SO yOu can create a more
resilient business.

We're here to answer any questions
you have. Call 1-800-661-1518 or visit

lawriegroup.com.

Commercial Insurance | Employee Benefits | Life & Living Benefits
| Group Retirement Solutions | Personal Insurance | Risk Management
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THE JEWS OF ROUYN-NORANDA -
STORIES BY THOSE WHO LIVED THERE

munity of Rouyn-Noranda
is the “life and history of a
small Jewish community”
in the words of those who
were born in Rouyn-No-
randa and who spent the
early part of their lives
growing up in these remote
northern twin cities. It’s
the story of their parents
and grandparents who
came to Rouyn-Noranda,
induced others to join
them, became married and
raised their families there.
It tells the history of men
and women finding the
strength to endure the
harshness of nature, to
build businesses so that
their families could live
relatively comfortable
lives, of finding the re-
sources to build a syn-
agogue as early as 1932
and of ensuring their fam-
ilies maintained their Jew-
ishness in this pre-
dominantly French and
Catholic community.

The Jewish Com-
munity of Rouyn-Noranda
came about because of the

tireless efforts of Rosalie
Mednick Nepom who felt the
need to “tell a story that
presented the growth and
pains and innermost feel-
ings of the Jews who es-
tablished themselves and
their families in the twin
cities of Rouyn-Noranda”.
Together with brother Sol
Mednick, and with input

from book committee
members Harvey Kor-
man, Esther (Korman)

Vered, Dr. Issac Katz and
Editor and Designer Bill
Gladstone they have pro-
duced a fascinating ac-
count of a Jewish
community which in its
heyday numbered some
forty to forty five families.
Their story makes for com-
pelling reading, even for
those who have no ties to
these cities or to the indi-
viduals who lived there.

The Jewish Com-
munity of Rouyn-Noranda
can be purchased on Ama-
zon.ca, Chapters.indigo.ca,
thriftbooks.com and from
Barnes and Noble.

The Jewisn Communtry of
ROUYN-NORANDA

The life and histery of 3 small fewish community in
Morthern Quebee (remembered by those wha bved there)
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WORLD IN REVIEW
(Continued from page 33)

greeted less than enthusias-
tically in some quarters.
The controversy has noth-
ing to do with Bernstein’s
music or the star’s acting
ability.

What has bothered
some was the prosthetic
nose worn by the non-

Wishing All Our
Jewish Friends
A Happy, Healthy
and Peaceful
ROSH HASHANAH
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Jewish Cooper. “This isn’t
about making a non-Jewish
actor look more like Leon-
ard Bernstein”, said Joel
Swanson, a Jewish history
PhD student at the Univer-
sity of Chicago. “It’s about
making a non-Jdewish actor
look more like a Jewish
stereotype.”

Writing in Newsweek
Malina Saval and Jess
Sneider argued: “A note
about noses: not all Jews
have the same one. This is
insane to have to point out
in 2023, but here we are.
The ubiquitous ethnic
stereotype about the
hooked ‘Jewish nose’ is
rooted in a medieval societal
attempt to ostracize, dehu-
manize and demonize
Jews—to turn Jews into
witches. The physiological
existence of a Jewish nose’
has always been—and al-
ways will be—a pseudo-
science.”

But the film and
Cooper have their sup-
porters. Bernstein’s three
children issued a statement
in response to the backlash:
“It happens to be true that
Leonard Bernstein had a
nice, big nose. Bradley
chose to use makeup to am-
plify his resemblance and
we’re perfectly fine with
that. We’re also certain that
our dad would have been
fine with it as well.”

Baby Sarah Finds
Sanctuary in Odessa

Two week old Baby
Sarah’s was born to a Jew-
ish mother in the besieged
Ukranian city of Zaporizhia.
Unfortunately, her mother
has  suffered physical
wounds and emotional
trauma and is unable to
care for her child.

Sarah has found a
home in the Mishpacha Or-
phanage in Odessa. “We re-
ceived a request from the

(Please turn to following page)

SHANA TOVA TO ALL OUR
CUSTOMERS THROUGHOUT THE GTA
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catering - gourmet gift baskets - gift cards

HAMILTON
DOWNTOWN
Head Office and Store
284 King St. East
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SHANA TOVA
TO ALL OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND CLIENTS

Unified
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We Wish the Jewish Community a
Joyous Rosh Hashanah Celebration
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Chabad emissaries in the
city of Zaporizhia”, said
Rabbi Nahum Amtroy and
his wife Dina...Sarah is join-
ing our extended family and
with the help of God we will
provide her with warmth
and love just like we do
other children.”

Sarah is the sixth
infant sent to the Mishpa-
cha Orphanage. “We have
experienced many upheav-
als since the outbreak of the
war,” ads Igor Shadkin,
head of the Federation of
Jewish Communities in
Southern Ukraine....We
strive to provide them with
a warm and loving home, a
safe place for their bodies
and souls.”

Canada “No”
Israel “Yes”

The Chinese govern-
ment recently expressed its
displeasure with Canada by
removing it from its list of
accepted travel destinations
for groups. Israel, however,
has made the list.

Travel between Is-
rael and China came to an
abrupt halt during COVID.
The recovery has been slow
despite the efforts of Tour-
ism Minister Haim Katz and
Chinese Ambassador to Is-
rael Tsai Ron. The recent
decision from  Beijing
should help bring Chinese
group tours back.

Also helping is the

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR
JEWISH GUESTS THROUGHOUT
THE GTA AND SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO

EXPERIENCE AFFORDABLE

LUXURY

Locations throughout Southern Ontario
1-800-363-6400 | montecarlcinns.com
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increase in the number of

flights between the two We Join in Wishing Our Jewish
countries. Direct flights to

Israel from Beijing and Friends and Customers throughout
Shanghai have been avail-

able since 2016 but soon di- Hamilton, Burlington and the GTA a Joyous
rect flights from Shenzhen

will also begin. ROSH HASHANAH CELEBRATION

China is also com-
mitted to taking part in the
2024 International Tourism

f
Fair in Israel.
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UJA FEDERATION OF
Greater Toronto has an-
nounced the creation of

the Honey and Barry QUALITY & SERVICE SINCE 1976 9(05-335-6515
Memorial Arena, which We Care About Your Looks info@burlingtonsigns.com

will be ConneCted to the 1229 Advance Rd, Burlington Fax 1-905-335-1277
Schwartz/Reisman \ ¢

Centre. The arena will
pay tribute to Honey
and Barry Sherman’s We Join in Wishing Our Jewish Friends and Customers
extraordinary legacy of
philanthropic leader-
ship. This gift will also A Happy, Healthy and Prosperous
make a lasting social Rosh Hashanah 5784
impact in the heart of
York Region’s Jewish
community by funding
subsidies to enable .
families of modest 9 .'J o 7,
means to participate in
arena programs. The _ ] i /’”” n”l ‘
structure, anticipated to 1 LY / //

open in 2025, will meet a

an important need in «i} b W & .
Vaughan by enabling — = —— _
further  engagement I~ T —; i
with the greater com- % |
munity through sports.

The project was made E E '—-——-— i'e — -i - 140 I'tster Street
possible by Jonathon - | consmnantdl . ‘ amilton ON L9A 2N8
Sherman, in honour of : ——0 D5°383.2146

throughout Hamilton

i

Tq

)

his parents. Photo

credit: Architecture49 . el J .
and UJA Federation of www.petermartlns.ca

Greater Toronto
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Names In
The News

Bernardo  Arévalo
will be Guatemala’s new

“Hebrew speaking pres-
ident.” He and his father,
who was president between
1944 and 1948, have both

spent time in Israel...Paul
Cohen is the only Jew living
in remote Greenland. He
and his wife have lived there
for 22 years...The new pres-
ident of Paraguay, the con-
servative Santiago Pena,
has fulfilled a campaign
promise and moved his
country’s embassy back from

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO THE
JEWISH COMMUNITY OF LONDON
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Tel Aviv to Jerusalem...Hunter
Biden led a prayer for jus-
tice at his nephew Jayden
Cohen’s bar mitzvah at the
Etz Chaim synagogue in
Marietta Georgia...Sammi

ISRAEL’S NATAN LEVY
is just the third Israeli
to compete in the UFC.
He does not hide his
Jewish identity. Re-
cently he invited “Ben”,
a follower of the antise-
mitic and Holocaust de-
nier Nick Fuentes to a
fight in Los Vegas, even
offering to pay for his
gas. For Ben, Fuentes
is supposedly just a “re-
visionist”, someone sim-
ply trying to further
Christian values in the
United States. Mean-
while the fight lasted
for two rounds with
Levy pinning his oppo-
nent both times. At the
end of the second round
Ben can be heard say-
ing “I'm sorry”. He now
admits he “needs to be
more well researched”.
“He better be,” says
Levy, who warns him:
“This one wasn’t that
painful. The next one
will be twice as painful”.

Cohen, the director of Adam
Sandler’s bat mitzvah film,
“wants Jewish kids to feel
seen and celebrated.” The
director hopes the recently
released Netflix film will ap-
peal to a younger audience
more than the original novel
did. “We just wanted this to
feel like a modern telling of
a story,” said Cohen.

A HAPPY NEW YEAR
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Since 1951

DELIVERY ACROSS CANADA!
ORDER OUR FAMOUS SMOKED MEAT IN REHEATABLE PACKAGES

MONTREAL S MOST POPULAR SMOKED MEAT

1057, RUE BERNARD OUEST,
OUTREMONT (QC) H2V 1V1

514.215. 1315’

ORDER ONLINE
at LESTERSDELI.COM

SCAN THE QR CODE TO SEE OUR FULL MENU

Prices are subject to change




Wishing you and your family a very healthy and sweet New
Year with many blessings at Rosh Hashanah and throughout
the year from all of us at VIVA Thornhill Woods, Toronto’s
premier, Jewish retirement community.

V 1 v Refirement Book your tour with Wendy: (905) 417-8585,
S IESS  wendy.teperman@vivalife.ca or scan QR:
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Happier Here™ Across from the Schwartz/Reisman Centre | vivalife.ca
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