
Students from Merton Elementary School in Côte Saint-Luc prepare to 
celebrate Chanukah. Merton is part of the English Montreal School Board, 
which this year also has a special Holocaust Education Program sponsored 
by a Nova grant from the Jewish Community Foundation of Montreal.

19
29

 -
 2

02
2 

N
in

et
y-

T
h

re
e 

Y
ea

rs
 o

f 
S

er
vi

ce
 t

o
 C

an
ad

ia
n

 J
ew

ry
 -

  w
w

w
.t

h
ej

ew
is

h
st

an
d

ar
d

m
ag

.c
o

m T H E  J E W I S H  S T A N D A R D
D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2  C H A N U K A H



The outcome of the Israeli election 
has left many Jews in the Diaspora on edge.    
This unease is not because the  “Fall of King 
Bibi” never happened and that he will be 
moving back to the prime minister’s res-
idence on Balfour Street.  Most Jews will be 
comfortable with Netanyahu’s foreign pol-
icy, backing him unconditionally when he 
confronts Iran and offering encouragement 
when he seeks to expand the Abraham Ac-
cords.  And given the recent events in   
Jerusalem a harsh crackdown on the cur-
rent wave of runaway terrorism will have 
widespread support across the Jewish 
world.  Nor do we think Jews living outside 
of Israel care that Netanyahu’s legal prob-
lems are probably behind him now that his 
brief stint as Opposition Leader is over. 

What is troubling many Jews are the 
roles in his coalition of the firebrand and rac-
ist far right politicians Itamar-Ben Gvir and 
Bezalel Smotrich.    Otzma Yehudit’s Ben 
Gvir,  the pistol packing  disciple of Meir Ka-
hane,  a man who until recent years had a 
photo of Baruch Goldstein hung prominently 
on his wall,  along with  “proud homophobe” 
Religious Zionist leader Smotrich, who be-
lieves that only the ultra-Orthodox matter,  
speak  for a group of knesset members who, 
despite their electoral success,  will  now exert 
far more influence on policy than their 
numbers justify.   

Fifth on the Religious Zionist list is 
Otzma Yehudit’s Yitzhak Wasserlauf.  He 
argued in a recent interview that Reform 
Jews “make a mockery of religion...They 
celebrate bar mitzvahs for dogs and they 
have weddings with a rabbi and a priest si-
multaneously.”     Number 9 Amichai Eli-
yahu has no time for the LGBT community.  
“It is forbidden, it is the opposite of Juda-
ism. it is against the will of (God), it is not 
natural, it is not normal...”  It is these pro-
vocative comments, along with uncompro-
mising stands on  who is a Jew, 
conversion, the  Law of Return and the 
egalitarian Kotel,  that led  the Anti-Defama-
tion League to release a pre-vote statement 
that Ben-Gvir’s role in a right-wing coali-
tion “would be corrosive to  Isreal’s 
founding principles and its standing among  
its strongest  supporters.”  

We join those who would have pre- 

ferred a different election result.    We worry 
that  the enactment of  the Override Clause 
would pose a threat to Israel’s vibrant de-
mocracy.  We do not appreciate it when non-
Orthodox  Jews are  called “Christians in 
disguise” or when Smotrich calls Reform Ju-
daism a “fake religion”.   Branding Reform 
and Conservative Jews as “illegitimate” and  
refusing to accept the reality that  there is 
more than one way to be a Jew  will only 
serve to further a deepening divide. 

Elected officials have every right to 
implement the policies for which their con-
stituents voted.  And those of us who did 
not make  aliya  are  in no position to ques-
tion the decision of the  almost 5,000,000 
Israelis who cast their ballot. Likud,  the 
Religious Zionists, Shas and United Torah 
Judaism now hold 64 knesset seats.  Israe-
lis did not vote for another “government of 
change.”  They voted in sufficient numbers 
for  Netanyahu, Ben-Gvir, Smotrich, Deri 
and Goldknopf.   And it’s also worth noting 
that  those on the winning side  were ably  
assisted by Lapid, Gantz, Eisenkot, Galon 
and Michaeli who, we assume, are busy on 
their manuscript  “How Not to Run an Elec-
tion  Campaign.” 
  We would like to believe that Ben- 
Gvir means what he says when he tells wor-
ried Israelis and those of us in North Amer-
ica,  that he has  “grown up” and  that he 
“would not seek to impose religious law nor 
curb freedom of dissent, and even if I'm not 
keen on the (Gay Pride) parade, I will ensure 
the utmost protection for the men and 
women marching".  Maybe  a frustrated 
Rabbi Rick Jacobs, president of the Union 
of Reform Judaism, is being overly pessi-
mistic when he says that Ben-Gvir as pub-
lic security minister  is ”like letting a 
pyromaniac run a fire station.” But if Ben-
Gvir insists on attending memorial serv-
ices for Kahane, if  he and Smotrich  start 
to trample on the rights of those who do 
not fit their definition of  a  “good Jew”, if 
they are not just posturing when it comes 
to unreasonable policy demands, we have  
to believe that  Netanyahu will do whatever  
it takes  to  keep them in check.   He knows  
from his many years in office  that no Is-
raeli  government can afford to slam the 
door shut on world Jewry.

Israelis Have Spoken And 
We’ll Live With The Result - But
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THE WORLD IN REVIEW 
NEWS OF THE RECENT PAST IS REVIEWED 

 
By NOAH FREEDMAN

British Labour Party’s  
New Leaf 
 

Two years in politics 
is a lifetime.  The next elec-
tion in Britain is not until 
the end of 2024.  It is also 
too early to determine 
whether Rishi Sunak will  
turn  the fortunes of the 
governing Conservatives 
around. 

But at this point La-
bour Party’s lead in the 
polls  seems almost insur-
mountable.  And so when 
party leader Keir Starmer 
addressed the Labour con-
ference  recently his words 
carried special meaning, not 
only for the party’s Jewish 
supporters but also for  the 
Jewish community of Great 
Britain in general. 

It was not that 
Starmer stated  that the 
Labour Party must “rip out 
anti-semitism by the 
roots”. These were words 
he had been using since 
he replaced the anti-Se-
mitic Jeremy Corbyn who 
three years ago had insisted 
that the Labour conference 
venue be illuminated with 
projections of the Palestin-
ian flag and slogans sup-
plied by the Palestine 
Solidarity Campaign.   

But what was signif-
icant about Starmer’s re-
cent remarks was that the 
thousands of party faithful 
in attendance,  Jew and 
non-Jew, rose in a sponta-
neous standing ovation, led 
it should be noted by 
Starmer’s Jewish wife Vic-
toria who is originally from 
Poland and together with 
her husband are raising the 
couple’s children  Jewish.  
Friday night shabbat 
dinners at their home are a 

family tradition. 
A few in attendance 

did sit on their hands dur-
ing  the remarks clearly 
aimed at Corbyn and his 
still loyal supporters but 
that did not detract from 
the overall support for his  
genuine words of praise for 
the country’s Jews and Is-
rael.  Indeed, 400 Labour 
Friends of Israel packed a 
reception  as shadow chan-
cellor Rachel Reeves  ex-
pressed her commitment to 
the Jewish state. 

Thanking LFI for 
“giving me the space” to 
show he was committed to 
eliminating anti-Semitism 
in his party, Starmer told 
the gathering that  “when 
we go into  govern-
ment...you’ll be inscribed 
in the foundation stone as 
part of this story, part of 
this journey”. 

It must, of course, 
be remembered that Sir Keir  

was part of Corbyn’s 
shadow cabinet and would 
likely have been a minister 
in a Corbyn government.  
And his voice did remain  si-
lent when Jewish MPs 
Louise Ellman and Luciana 
Berger were driven out of 
Labour by the party’s anti-
semites(Ellman has re-
turned).     Said Lord Ian 
Austin, who stood down as 
an MP in 2019 out of dis-
gust with the anti-semitism 
permeating his party: “ It is 
good that Keir makes these 
comments now but it re-
mains a shame that he did 
not do so during the Corbyn 
years.  It is far too soon to 
claim Labour has rooted out 
anti-semitism.” 

Still, Starmer is un-
deniably making progress 
in his efforts to root out  
party members who still be-
lieve in ridiculous conspir-
acy theories about Jews 
and Israel. 

The King and Queen’s  
House Guests 
 

British Chief Rabbi 
Ephraim Mirvis and his wife 
were  invited to attend the 
coronation of King Charles 
on May 6, 2023.  The prob-
lem is that May 6th is a Sat-
urday and the new King 
knew he had to accommo-
date the Chief Rabbi in 
order that he could attend 
the coronation without 
breaking any Sabbath ob-
servances. 

And accommodate 
the Rabbi and his wife King 
Charles intends to do.   The 
couple will stay with the 
King and Queen at Clarence 
House the night before the 
coronation which will mean 
the Chief Rabbi and his wife 
will merely have a short 
walk across St. James Park 
to Westminster Abbey.   

It is not the first 
time that the King will have 
accommodated  Rabbi Mir-
vis.  During the days of 
mourning following the 
death of his mother Charles 
moved the time of a Friday 
Palace event from 18:00 to 
17:00. When they met dur-
ing the ceremony the King 
said to the Rabbi  “Leave 
now.  It’s time, you’ll have 
time to get home before 
Shabbat comes in.”  
 

JEWISH SPOUSE HELPS LABOUR LEADER 
BATTLE ANTI-SEMITISM

Baseball’s 
Barney Dreyfuss 
 

With another World  
Series now in the books it 
might be worth remember-
ing that it was a Jew who 
helped pioneer the Fall 
Classic. 

At the beginning of  
            (Please turn to page 16)
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HARVARD’S JEWISH PROF 
SHOULD KNOW BETTER

 PROFESSOR DEREK J. PENSLAR CONTRIBUTES TO THE SPREAD OF ANTI-SEMITISM ON CAMPUS 
 

By MOSHE PHILLIPS

HAPPY CHANUKAH TO OUR JEWISH 

FRIENDS AND GUESTS 

WE INVITE YOU TO ENJOY OUR WARM AND 

FRIENDLY HOSPITALITY

Much has written 
about the recent endorse-
ment of BDS by the editors 
of The Harvard Crimson, the 
Harvard student news-
paper. But how do you sup-
pose Harvard students got 
that way? Could it have 
anything to do with the pro-
fessors who are teaching 
them about Israel? 

Let’s consider Derek 
J. Penslar, who is Harvard’s 
William Lee Frost Professor 
of Jewish History. His areas 
of specialty are the history 
of Zionism and Israel, as 
well as related topics in 
modern Jewish history. 

Penslar, who 
happens to be Jewish, has 
been very successful in his 
academic career. He has 
had a string of prestigious 
named professorships—first 
at Indiana University, and 
then at the University of To-
ronto, before moving up to 
Harvard. He has published 
books with prominent aca-
demic presses, and articles 
in well-known scholarly 
journals. He serves on the 
editorial boards of several 
Israel-related academic 
journals. He is frequently 
interviewed by the news 
media and invited to lecture 
at various Jewish institu-
tions. 

All these impressive 
credentials give us a sense 
of Prof. Penslar's promi-
nence in his field. But what 
exactly does he think about 
Israel? What does he teach 
his students? What mes-
sage does he convey when 
he speaks to the Jewish 
community? 
— “Israel is guilty of ethnic 
cleansing.”

In an interview with 
London's Jewish Chronicle 
on March 14, 2013, Penslar 
said: “What happened to the 
Palestinians [in 1948] was-
n't genocide. It was ethnic 
cleansing.” 

That’s a lie. Israel 
didn't commit genocide, and 
it didn't commit ethnic 
cleansing. There was no 
mass murder of the Arabs. 
There was no mass expul-
sion of the Arabs. There 
were a few isolated in-
stances—as there are in 
every war—in which a small 
number of individuals were 
compelled to move a few 
miles down the road. That’s 
not even close to “ethnic 
cleansing.” 

There is no inter-
nationally accepted legal 
definition of ethnic cleans-
ing, so I'll use the one 
posted on the website of the 
United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum: “The 
forced removal of an ethnic 
group from a territory…The 
practice of ethnic cleansing 
may constitute genocide, 
crimes against humanity, or 
war crimes.” Israel didn't do 
any of those things. Not in 
1948. Not in 1967. Not ever. 
— “Israel is partly to blame 
for the Arab-Israeli wars. 

Penslar wrote last 
year that “Israel bears its 
share of responsibility for 
the creation of the Palestin-
ian refugee problem in 1948 
and for subsequent Arab-Is-
raeli wars.” Nonsense. Is-
raelis not to blame for the 
refugee problem; the Arab 
regimes that invaded Israel 
in 1948 are to blame. Israel 
is not to blame for th Arab 
wars against it; the Arabs

tinian territories are a wel-
ter of ill-fitting political ele-
ments – statehood and 
occupation, autonomy and 
settlement enclaves – that 
perpetuate oppression, re-
sistance, and hatred.” 

I know it’s annoying 
when academics write like 
this, using convoluted lan-
guage that has to be deci- 
         (Please turn to page 10)

who launched those wars 
are to blame. Israel’s pre-
emptive strikes against 
Arab regimes that were pre-
paring to invade it were not 
acts aggression; they were 
self-defense. 
— “Israel perpetuates op-
pression, resistance, and 
hatred.” 

Penslar wrote last 
year: “Israel and the Pales-
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EYE ON 
MONTREAL

NAMES IN THE NEWS IN OUR CITY 
 

By MIKE COHEN

A BLESSED CHANUKAH 
 

JEWISH FRIENDS 
WE STAND WITH ISRAEL AND ITS RIGHT 

TO DEFEND ITSELF AGAINST ALL LIES

HAPPY  
CHANUKAH 

 

THE  
PAPERMAN 

FAMILY

JEWISH COM-
MUNITY FOUNDATION: 
LIFE & LEGACY® is a part-
nership of the Harold Grin-
spoon Foundation and the 
Jewish Community Foun-
dation of Montreal. This 
partnership promotes leg-
acy giving to benefit the en-
tire Jewish community. 
Through training, support 
and monetary incentives, 
LIFE & LEGACY® motivates 
Jewish organizations to in-
tegrate legacy giving into 
their philanthropic culture 
to assure Jewish tomor-
rows. With LIFE & LEG-
ACY®, participants can 
ensure a vibrant Jewish life 
for future generations in 
Montreal. Participants are 
those whose lives have been 
rooted in experiences con-
necting them to the Jewish 
community. These individ-
uals  may already support 
Jewish charitable organiza-
tions, but now they have an 
opportunity to include them 
in their will or estate plan 
and secure the future of 
Jewish lives. By leaving a 
legacy gift, they ensure the 
values and services of the 
Jewish organizations they 
care deeply about will be 
part of the community long 
into the future. Leaving a 
legacy is simple. Some op-
tions include Bequest in a 
will; Gift of life insurance; 
Gift of cash or assets; and a 
Charitable Remainder 
Trust. For more details 
readers can go to   
https://jcfmontreal.org/life-
legacy  or contact Lindsay 
Lubov, Philanthropic Advisor 
@lindsay.lubov@jcfmon 
treal.org

JCF NOVA GRANTS: 
For a fifth year in a 

row, and through the gener-
osity of donors, the Jewish 
Community Foundation of 
Montreal is once again of-
fering eligible organizations 
a Nova Grant of up to 
$50,000 for innovative pro-
grams that will have an im-
pact on the Montreal 
community in the following 
areas: Supporting the Vul-
nerable, Jewish Identity & 
Culture and Institutional 
Strengthening. If you be-
lieve your organization is 
eligible, apply today! The  
deadline  to apply is Feb-
ruary 28, 2023. To find out 
more log onto: jcfmontreal. 
org/grants/nova-grants or 
contact Terry Trager @ 
terry.trager@jcfmontreal.org 
                   (Please turn to page 14)

Happy Chanukah to all our Jewish 
friends and customers !
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NBA LEGEND  SPEAKS ON SOCIAL  
ACTIVISM, ALLYSHIP  AT SPIRIT OF HOPE 

 KAREEM ABDUL-JABBAR RECEIVES FIRST ANNUAL ALLY AGAINST ANTI-SEMITISM AWARD FROM 
FRIENDS OF SIMON WIESENTHAL CENTER 

 
SUBMITTED BY THE SIMON WIESENTHAL CENTER

CANADA'S SPECIAL ENVOY ON PRESERVING HOLO-
caust Remembrance and Combatting Antisemitism, Irwin 
Cotler, FSWC President and CEO Michael Levitt, NBA leg-
end Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Simon Wiesenthal Center 
Executive Director Rabbi Meyer May in front of FSWC's 
Tour for Humanity mobile education centre.
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  NBA legend and so-
cial activist Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar received the first 
annual Ally Against Anti-
semitism Award, presented 
by Friends of Simon Wie-
senthal Center (FSWC) in 
front of more than 1,200 
Jewish community members 
and allies in Toronto.  

Abdul-Jabbar was 
presented with the award at 
Spirit of Hope - FSWC’s an-
nual marquee fundraising 
event that raised more than 
$3.2 million this year for the 
organization's education 
and advocacy programs - at 
the Beanfield Centre in 
Toronto before he took cen-

tre stage to speak about his 
longstanding work in advo-
cating for social justice and 
human rights, being a 
steadfast ally in the fight 
against anti-semitism and 
building bridges between 
communities. 

He began his re-
marks by echoing his recent 
blog post, strongly con-
demning the repeated anti- 
semitic comments of US 
rapper Kanye West. He also 
addressed  the reaction he 
has received for his criti-
cism of West and of anti-
semitism in general. “The 
principal lesson is we can 
never go to sleep, we can 

never stop being vigilant 
and let bad things to fester,” 
said Abdul-Jabbar. 

“I get condemnation 
from people who don’t want 
to see any progress, and I 
get support from people 
who understand that what 
people like Kanye West 
have to say its intolerable,” 
Abdul-Jabbar told the au-
dience. “We can’t have our 
people who set the stan-
dards and who everybody 
wants to emulate… talking 
like that.  That’s not what 
we’re supposed to be about, 
especially in America where 
we say that all men are 
created equal.”  

He also spoke out 
about the delayed condem- 

nations from celebrities and 
companies in response to 
West’s antisemitism, saying, 
“Look what happened in the 
time it took for all the 
people who ended up con-
demning Kanye, look how 
long it took for them to get 
around to saying what they 
had to say. In the mean-
time, Jewish kids were 
intimidated and bullied 
and had to deal with a 
whole lot of violence or vio-
lent thoughts directed at 
them because someone like 
Kanye West says it’s okay. 
It’s not okay.” 

A b d u l - J a b b a r 
delved into some of his most 
prominent works - including 
          (Please turn to page 11)       
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TRAVEL TALES
HELPFUL HINTS FOR THE JEWISH TRAVELLER 

 
By ALEXANDRA COHEN

VISIT TO ALBANY:  I 
have been to the city of Al-
bany, New York (https:/ /  
www.albany.org) many 
times. In January 2020, I 
made my last visit there just 
prior to the Covid-19 pan-
demic, which put a pause 
on travel. Returning again 
more recently, I was re-
minded of why I like the 
state capital so much and 
wanted to return. 

JEWS OF ALBANY: 
There are an esti-

mated 13,000 Jews in Al-
bany. The hubs of Jewish 
life are the Sidney Albert Al-
bany Jewish Community 
Center and the United Jew-
ish Federation of Northeast-
ern New York. Regionally, 
there are five reform congre-
gations, five Conservative 
and three Orthodox. There 
is a  Hillel Foundation  for 

Jewish life at the local uni-
versity campus. The Univer-
sity in Albany (SUNY) 
operates a full-service 
kosher meal-plan in the 
Dutch Quad Cafeteria dur-
ing the academic year, 
which is open to guests.  

Jewishly speaking, 
the area is considered a 
gem!  If you poke around on 
the Federation website 
(https://www.jewishfedny. 
org/connect/community-
concierge), you'll see there's 
a congregation for every re-
ligious persuasion. There is 
a social group for Jewish 
professionals (and young 
Jewish professionals) in al-
most every field, com-
munity-wide trips to Israel, 
amazing events throughout 
the community, and the 
only kosher grocery be-
tween Monsey and Mon-
treal!  

WHERE TO STAY:  
One of the bonuses 

of a visit to Albany is the 
ability to visit some Ameri-
can stores not available to 
us here in Canada. There-
fore, it was convenient that 
the Residence Inn Albany 
Washington Avenue Exten-
sion was just adjacent to 
the Crossgates Mall. The 
Residence Inn is an ex-
tended-stay hotel which is 
also just minutes from the 
Albany International Air-
port, the Empire State 
Plaza, and more. It also 
under 30 minutes by car 
from the Saratoga Racetrack 
and the Global Foundries.  

Staying at the Res-
idence Inn feels like being at 
home, while still enjoying 
some excellent hotel serv-
ices. You can choose be-
tween studios, one bedroom 
suites, and two-bedroom 

suites, with the suites pro-
viding enough space for a 
full kitchen and separate 
areas where one can relax, 
work, and sleep. My family 
and I enjoyed the two-bed-
room and two bathroom 
suite, which was incredibly 
spacious.  

Hotel amenities in-
clude free WiFi, daily hot 
breakfast, coffee, and tea. 
There is also an indoor pool 
and hot tub, a fitness 
center, a small convenience 
shop, and a laundry room. 
The lobby is quite nice with 
a large amount of seating, 
including a pleasant out-
door space to relax when 
the weather is appropriate.  

If you are keeping 
kosher, the Price Chopper 
store  at 1892 Central Ave 
in  Colonie has a complete 
line of products you can 
pick up and place in the re-
frigerator in your room. This 
is another benefit of having 
a  full kitchen.  You can e-
mai l  kosher 224@price-
chopper.com   for more 
information or go to their 
website. 

The hotel is located 
at 124 Washington Avenue 
Extension. For more infor-
can call 518-218-7240 or 
log onto the hotel website: 
http:/ / www.marriott.com
/albwa. 

ATTRACTIONS: Al-
bany truly is a great place to 
shop, with a wide array of 
stores for all to enjoy. While 
we stayed close to the 
Crossgates Mall, it was also 
a quick and easy drive to 
the nearby Colonie Center 
as well.  

Albany lies at the 
foot of the Adirondacks and 
Catskill Mountains and is at 
             (Please turn to page 14)

BEST WISHES FOR A JOYOUS  

CHANUKAH CELEBRATION 

TO OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS 

THROUGHOUT MONTREAL
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Gregory Kelly 
Député de / MNA for 

Jacques-Cartier

Elisabeth Prass  
Députée de / MNA for 

D’Arcy-McGee

Marwah Rizqy 
Députée de / MNA for 

Saint-Laurent

Michelle Setlakwe 
Députée de/ MNA for 
Mont-Royal-Outremont

Désirée McGraw 
Députée de / MNA  for  
Notre-Dame-de-Grâce 

Jennifer Maccarone 
Députée de / MNA for 
Westmount-Saint-Louis

Enrico Ciccone 
Député de / MNA for 

Marquette

Monsef Derraji 
Député de/MNA for 

Nelligan

Brigitte Garceau 
Députée de / MNA for 

Robert-Baldwin

                                                      

Frederic Beauchemin 
Député de / MNA for 
Marguerite Bourgeoys

Best Wishes for a 
Happy and Healthy 

Chanukah! 
 

Meilleurs voeux pour 
un Chanukah rempli 
de joie et de santé!
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BEST WISHES FOR A JOYOUS  

CHANUKAH CELEBRATION 

TO OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS 

THROUGHOUT MONTREAL

Joignez vous à nous pour offrir les meilleurs 
voeux à nos amis juifs  

de partout à Montréal et du West Island  
a l’occasion de  Chanukah

JEWISH PROF SHOULD KNOW BETTER 
(Continued from page 5)

phered like some code. Still, 
it’s obvious that when Pens-
lar is talking here about 
“oppression,” he’s not say-
ing the Palestinians oppress 
Israel, he’s saying that Is-
rael oppresses them. When 
Penslar refers to “resis-
tance,” he’s referring to Pal-
estinian terrorism against 
Israel; why he labels it “re-
sistance,” which implies 
that it’s justified, is a ques-
tion worth asking. (I'll set 
aside his reference to “ha-
tred,” since in theory it 
could be interpreted either 
way.) 
— “Most PLO terrorism after 
1967 was the work of 
splinter groups.” 

In a book review in 
The Forward on October 8, 
1999, Penslar said the au-
thor of the book was “on 
firm factual ground when 
he argues that post-1967 
Palestinian terrorism was 
waged primarily by splinter 
groups that were not part of 
the PLO mainstream…” 

Could Penslar really 
be so ignorant as to believe 
such a blatantly untrue 
statement? Does he really 
not know now many post-
1967 terrorist attacks were 
openly claimed by the 
“mainstream” PLO, under 
Yasser Arafat’s leadership? 
Does he really still believe 
the pathetic fiction that 
“Black September” was not 
part of the PLO main-
stream, even though its 
leaders all long ago ad-
mitted to it being a PLO 
front? 

Ironically, not too 
long after Penslar's apolo-
getics for the “PLO main-
stream,” the PLO 
mainstream—that is, its 
largest component, Fatah—
launched a wave of suicide 
bombings against Israel, in-
cluding the notorious Pass-
over Seder massacre in 
Netanya. I find no evidence 
that Penslar ever publicly 
acknowledged his error or 
apologized.  

So why do many 
Harvard students see Israel 
as a perpetrator of ethnic 
cleansing and an aggressor 
against the Arabs? Why do 
many Harvard students see 
Palestinian massacres of Is-
raelis as “resistance” in-
stead of terrorism? Why do 
many Harvard students ex-
cuse mainstream Palestin-
ian Arab terrorism by 
pretending that the main-
stream PLO leadership is 
not to blame? 

I’m not saying that 
Prof. Penslar is single-
handedly responsible for 
the spread of anti-Israel at-
titudes on campus, or the 
mindset that led to the Har-
vard Crimson newspaper 
endorsing BDS in late April. 
But it would be absurd to 
pretend that there is no 
connection between what 
Harvard professors teach 
and what Harvard students 
believe. 

Academic freedom 
ensures the right of profes-
sors to teach whatever they 
want, including lies about 
Israel engaging in “ethnic 
cleansing.” But parents 
have a right to know what 
their kids are being taught, 
so they can decide if that’s 
the kind of professor who 
they want teaching their 
kids about Israel. 

[Moshe Phillips is a 
commentator on Jewish af-
fairs. He was a U.S. del-
egate to the 38th World 
Zionist Congress in 2020. 
The views expressed are his 
own.] 
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FRESH • DRY • INSTANT 

BEER AND WINE YEAST 

QUALITY BAKERY INGREDIENTS 

 

1602 Préfontaine 

Montreal 

Tel: 514-522-2133  • Fax: 514-522-2884 

www.lallemand.com

We Join in Wishing the  
Jewish Community of  

Montreal and Area 
A Joyous Chanukah Celebration

HAPPY CHANUKAH 

TO OUR  

FRIENDS AND  

PATRONS

Power: The Movements that 
Changed America, which fo-
cused on the impact that 
key protests in the labor  
movement, women’s suf-
frage and civil rights 
have had on the evolution of 
the United States history, 
society and culture.  

Before presenting 
Abdul-Jabbar with the Ally 
Against Antisemitism Award, 
FSWC President and CEO 
Michael Levitt spoke about 
the organization’s work in 
combatting antisemitism 
and hatred through educa-
tion and advocacy as well as 
the absolutely crucial  im-
portance of allyship.  

“We know antisemi-
tism is the proverbial ca-
nary in the coal mine,” said 
Levitt. “For millennia, we’ve 
seen how if a society isn’t 
safe for Jews, it’s an early 
warning sign of the danger 
ahead for others. Antisemi-
tism isn’t a threat to just 
Jews but to our broader so-
ciety. The hate that begins 
with Jews never ends with 
Jews.”  

He also issued a 
clarion call for all com-
munities to join together in 
the fight against the alarm-
ingly growing tide of hate 
which seems to be permeat-
ing  too many areas of Ca-
nadian society. 

“Allyship is critical,” 
Levitt added. “The fight 
against hate is an all-
hands-on-deck battle. To 
our allies, both Jewish and 
non-Jewish in this room, to 
the organizations we work 
with in the Jewish com-
munity and the broader 
community across Canada, 
please hear this from me. 
We are here to work with 
you. We are here to partner 
with you. Knock on our 
door because we know we 
are stronger together. We 
know the importance of 
communities standing 
side-by-side in times of 
need, and that time is 
now.” 

NBA LEGEND 
(Continued from page 7)

his op-ed in The Hollywood 
Reporter, “Where Is the Out-
rage Over Antisemitism in 
Sports and Hollywood?,” his 
book Brothers in Arms, and 
the documentary film, for 
which he was the Executive 
Producer, for the History 
Channel called Fight the 
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CANPROCANPRO
INVESTISSEMENTS

I N V E S TM E N T S

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the Jewish Community of 
MONTREAL AND THE WEST ISLAND 

On the Occasion of 
CHANUKAH 

May your Festival of Lights celebration be a joyous one for family and friends.

With Many Good Wishes 
for Happiness 

at Chanukah and Always

as boating, skiing, biking, 
and snowshoeing. Sights to 
consider exploring include 
the Million Dollar Staircase, 
and the “Egg” at the Empire 
State Plaza. 

TRAVEL TALES 
(Continued from page 8)

the tip of the historic Hud-
son Valley Region. Within a 
short ride are the neighbor-
ing towns of Cooperstown

and Saratoga Springs. Al-
bany is home to several 
museums, historic homes, 
and outdoor activities such  

Albany is also less 
than three hours from New 
York and Boston, if you’re 
looking to add more stops to 
your what will surely be an 
exciting trip

• 
EYE ON MONREAL 

(Continued from page 6)

FROM HIT SONGS 
TO REAL ESTATE: It isn't 
rare these days for someone 
to discover a new talent 
later on in life and pursue 
it. Steven Eisenberg was in 
the music industry for al-
most 40 years and decided 
that he had made his mark 
writing hits for over 100 art-
ists, including Celine Dion, 
Loverboy, The Night-
crawlers, 2Unlimited and so 
many others. He produced 
over 50 albums. including 
signing the worldwide suc-
cess, Corneille and produc-
ing his first album "Parce 
Qu'on Vient de Loin," which 
sold millions  worldwide.  At 
59 years young Steven de-
cided that another of his 
true callings was real estate.

"I have always loved homes, 
architecture and ren-
ovations  and wanted to be 
part of it all,"  he said. 

After completing 
Real Estate School   and 
passing his board exams 
(OACIQ), Steven joined the 
team of Royal LePage Her-
itage (The Mellor Group) on 
Greene Avenue in West-
mount. He has used his 
outgoing personality and 
expansive knowledge and 
sphere of influence to help 
many buy, sell or lease their 
dream properties all over 
the island of Montreal and 
off island as well. Steven 
has a huge network of col-
laborators in Quebec, Asia 
and "partout" to accelerate 
the process for his clients. 
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1 Place Ville Marie, Suite 1630 
Montreal, Quebec H3B 2B6 
Tel: 514 875 2625 
Fax: 514 875 6945

Toll Free: 1 888 310 1712 
www.doherty.ca 
info@doherty.ca

56 Sparks Street, Suite 700 
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5A9 

Tel: 613 238 6727 
Fax: 613 238 3957

DOHERTY 
& ASSOCIATES

We Extend Best Wishes to Our 

Jewish Friends and Clients on 

CHANUKAH 

May your celebration be a joyous one 

for all your loved ones.

TORONTO’S PREMIER JEWISH
RETIREMENT COMMUNITY
9700 Bathurst Street, Vaughan, ON  L6A 4V2
Across from the Schwartz/Reisman Centre
(905) 417–8585 | thornhillwoods@vivalife.ca | vivalife.ca 

INDEPENDENT & ASSISTED LIVING  |  JEWISH CUISINE  |  ANYTIME DINING

Wishing you a
Happy Chanukah
from all of us at V!VA Thornhill Woods

Retirement Community.

Have a coffee and sit 
down with Steven and you 
immediately see why so 
many people have put their 
ultimate trust in his hands 
as he makes them feel so 
comfortable and involved 
with his approach and 
knowledge as he walks 
them painlessly through the 
process to completion.  

Steven approaches 
his real estate with warmth, 
experience, knowledge and 
of course  his trademark 
hug.  "I love people and 
have excellent vision for 
their needs so for me this 
was natural, " he said. 
Steven can be reached at 
514 806-7111 

BLUE METROPO-
LIS: This spring, the Blue 
Metropolis International Lit-
erary Festival will celebrate 
25 years. One of the spokes-
persons will be noted Jew-
ish author Monique Polak .   
The live, in-person Festival 
will take place from April 27 
to 30, 2023.  The full pro-      

(Please turn to following page)
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EYE ON MONTREAL 
(Continued from preceding page)

gram will be announced in 
March.    “I have been in the 
audience every year since 
the Blue Metropolis Inter-
national Literary Festival 

first started,” said an elated 
Polak.    

Mike Cohen can be 
reached at 
info@mikecohen.ca

POILIEVRE PROMISES TO MOVE 

EMBASSY TO JERUSALEM

OPPOSITION LEADER PIERRE POILIEVRE TOLD  A 
group of  fellow Canadian lawmakers and Israeli diplomats 
during a gathering on Parliament Hill in Ottawa organized 
by the Keep “Jerusalem–Im Eshkachech” group that  “I re-
peat clearly and unambiguously: Jerusalem is the capital 
of Israel, and when I am elected prime minister of Canada, 
I will ensure that our embassy is relocated from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem,” From left to right: Ambassador (ret) Ran Ichay, 
head of Keep Jerusalem's Center for Applied Policy,  MP 
Melissa Lantsman,  Chaim Silberstein,  Founder and Chair-
man of Keep Jerusalem,  Poilievre and  Aaron Remer- board 
member of Keep Jerusalem.

• 
WORLD IN REVIEW 

(Continued from page 3)

the 20th century there 
were, as there are today, a 
National League and the 
junior circuit American 
League.  When their sea-
sons ended they went their 
separate ways.  No one even 
thought of a post season. 

But Barney Dreyfus, 
the owner of the Pittsburgh 
Pirates, had seen his team 
dominate the National 
League for three straight 
seasons and was looking for 
a way to showcase his team.  
And so Dreyfus wrote to 
Boston American owner 
Henry Killea  proposing a 
postseason battle between 
the champions of the two 
major leagues.  “The time

has come for the National 
League and American 
League to organize a World 
Series” Dreyfus wrote.  “It is 
my belief that if our clubs 
played a series on a best of 
nine basis, we would create 
great interest in baseball, in 
our leagues, and in our 
players.  I also believe it 
would be a financial suc-
cess.” 

Killea agreed and in 
1903 the World Series was 
born.  While Boston took 
the series five games to 
three Dreyfus donated his 
share of the profits to the 
players.  “He was a  
mensch”, says University of 
Pittsburgh’s sports history
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HAPPY CHANUKAH TO ALL OUR FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS

We Join in Extending Best Wishes 
 to the Jewish Community of 

MONTREAL 
On the Occasion of 

CHANUKAH

professor Rob Ruck. 
In the same year as 

he broached the idea of a 
World Series, Dreyfus bro-
kered a peace deal between 
the upstart American 
League, founded in 1900  
and the established Na-
tional League, which had 
been operating since 1876. 
 
Names In 
The News 
 

Gad Elmaleh, one of 
France’s most well-known 
Jewish comedian, who 
never shied away from ref-
erencing his Jewish iden-
tity, has announced that he 
is converting to Catholi-
cism.  Apparently, “the Vir-
gin Mary took him under 
her wing.” ...Superstar Tay-
lor Swift has reacted to the 
disappointment of her Jew-
ish fans who would not be 
able to attend her concert 
on Friday or Saturday night.

The singer has now added 
eight more shows to the U.S 
leg of her tour all on week 
nights...Alan Strank is a 
non-entity.  But during a 
football match in England 
he gave the Nazi salute.  As 
a result he received a three 
year football banning order, 
will have to undertake 50 
hours of unpaid work in the 
community and pay a  £189 
fine. 
 
Barnes & Noble Removes 
Anti-Semitic Books 
 

Entries in the He-
brews to Negroes: Wake Up 
Black America series were 
available on the company’s 
website as early as No-
vember 4.  The first book in 
the series was number 69 
on its top 100 best selling 
books. Now, however, all 
copies of Ronald Dalton’s 
antisemitic works have been 
               (Please turn to page 19)
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 Montréal
 750 Ave Ste-Croix, St-Laurent, 
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Happy Chanukah to our Jewish Customers

 Bureaux affi  liés à travers la Grèce et Chypre ∙ Affi  liated offi  ces throughout Greece & Cyprus

surviving original star of the 
sitcom which also featured 
Bob Crane, Richard Daw-
son, Larry Howis and Evan 
Dixon as inmates. Werner 
Klemperer and John 
Banner, who played their

captors, were European 
Jews who had fled Nazi 
persecution before the war. 

For years Clary re-
mained silent about his 
wartime experiences.  But in 
             (Please turn to page 22) 

WORLD IN REVIEW 
(Continued from page 17)

removed from both from the 
website and in store.  

 Hollywood celebri-
ties such as Mila Kunis, 
Mayim Bialik and David 
Daiman  have  called on 
Amazon and Barnes & 
Noble to stop peddling these 
falsehoods.  StopAntisemi-
tism encouraged its fol-
lowers to send e-mails to 
Amazon.  Jeff Bezos was 
contacted by the Inter-
national Legal Forum.  The 
book, says LF, “invokes a 
notorious trope used by 
some Black extremists and 
supremacists, that so-called 
‘white’ Jews are not the real 
Jews...And it also gives 
voice to and amplifies a host 
of other common and long-
standing antisemitic tropes 
and conspiracy theories 
about Jewish power, greed 
and control.” 

In a statement the 
bookseller said that “as 
soon as we became aware of 
the content of the books, 
they were removed from our 
online listing...Please be as-
sured that we never know-
ingly list on our website 
titles of this antisemitic na-
ture.”

From Buchenwald to 
Hogan’s Heroes 
 

Robert Clary, born 
Robert Max Widerman in 
1926, survived almost three 
years in Nazi concentration 
camps.  He was the only one 
of 12 family members to 
survive.  He was liberated 
from Buchenwald by Amer-
ican troops in April of 1945. 

Robert Clay was an 
actor and singer and 
achieved his greatest fame 
playing French Corporal 
Louis Lebeau on  Hogan’s 
Heroes from 1965 to 1971. 

Cleary said he didn’t 
feel uncomfortable about 
the comedy  “Hogan’s He-
roes” despite the tragedy of 
his family’s devastating 
wartime experience. “It was 
completely different,” he 
once explained. “I knew 
them [POWs] It was a ter-
rible life, but compared to 
the concentration camps 
and gas chambers, it was 
like a holiday.” And, Cleary 
told the Jerusalem Post “It 
had nothing to do with 
Jews.”.  

C lary  was the last 
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1265-71 Ducharme Ave.,  
Montreal, Quebec   H2V 1E6 

514 274-9407 
http://perfectoptical.ca

BEST WISHES FOR A JOYOUS  

CHANUKAH CELEBRATION 

TO ALL OUR JEWISH CUSTOMERS

This winter, whether you join the Cummings 
Centre in-person or online, it is one of the best 
times of the year to experience something new. 
Learning a new craft or skill, attending lectures, 
or volunteering your time to help others is a sure-
fire way to shake off the winter blues.  

Gerald Sohmer, 77, agrees wholeheartedly 
with the benefits of keeping active and also vol-
unteers twice a week at the Cummings 
Centre’s Adapted Exercise Clinic. “Everyone can 
be active,” he said. “The main point is that you do 
something.” 

For those who want to get out and socialize 
during the winter months, Cummings Centre has 
many opportunities to connect with others. And, 
for those who prefer to participate from the comfort 
of your home, you can log on wherever you may 
be.  

Sign up for a tour, enjoy a free concert or 
boost your fitness. For even more options visit 
cummingscentre.org or call 514.343.3510.

EXPERIENCE SOMETHING NEW AT  
THE CUMMINGS CENTRE 

CHAG SAMEACH

WORLD IN  REVIEW 
(Continued from page 19)

1980 he began to speak out 
in order torture  Holocaust 
deniers. 

Cleary passed away 
at the age of 96. 
 
Not a Good 
Promotion for KFC 
 

“It’s Memorial Day 
for Kristallnacht”, said the 
German branch of KFC, 
“Treat yourself with more 
tender cheese on your 
crispy chicken”. 

Needless to say KFC 
quickly realized that its 
initial “push” notification 
was not exactly in good 
taste.  A follow-up in all 
caps read: “SORRY WE 
MADE A MISTAKE”. 

The apology did not 
satisfy everyone.  Daniel 
Sugarman, director of pub-

lic affairs for the Board of 
Deputies of British Jews, 
tweeted that the promotion 
was “absolutely hideous” 
and the International Legal 
Forum was “utterly speech-
less and repulsed.” 
 
Jewish Contribution to 
Broadway 
 

Viators to New York 
will now be able to visit the 
new Museum of Broadway.   
And what will strike them 
as they walk the three floors 
will be the obvious role 
Jews played in all aspects of 
the theatre.  What’s also 
significant is that there is 
no attempt to hide that role. 

You will see a whirl-
igig of Rodgers and Ham-
merstein musicals;  Jerome 
Robbins’  notes on West  
Side Story; Florence Klotz’s  

costume “bible”; a shrine to 
“Company: a tribute to Jo-
seph Papp; Al Hirschfeld’s 
barber chair; and a stage 
set from that epic  “The Pro-
ducers”. 

From Broadway also: 
Going to the theatre 

last month for a Broadway 
opening were Fimi Konstat, 
85, her son-in-law, Renee and 
James Akers and her oldest 
great- grandchild, Lexi Levin, 
23.  They were all there to see 
the play “Leopoldstadt”, Tom 
Stoppard’s epic about the 
tragedy which impacted an 
extended Jewish family in 

early 20th century Vienna. 
The fact that the family 
gathering took place on  
Nov. 9th, the 84th anniver-
sary of Kristallnacht made it 
even more meaningful. 

Sheppard’s five-act 
play lets audiences know 
that most of the Jewish 
characters in the play died 
at the hands of  the Nazis.  
Only three cousins carry on 
the family legacy.  For Lexi 
the play was especially poig-
nant. “For the first time in 
my life, I really felt the mag-
nitude of her loss” she said 
of her grandmother. 



wagaradulteducationcentre@emsb.qc.ca
www.wagaradulteducationcentre.ca
(514) 488-8203

5785 Parkhaven Avenue
Côte-Saint-Luc, Quebec
H4W 1X8

A Centre for the Community 
Social Integration Services and 
Sociovocational Integration Services for 
adults aged 21 and over with special needs. 
Please call to register for these programs.

 Life skills
 Culinary arts
 Work skills and stages
 Art programs

recommended to the school 

Adult Education for Everyone
Our teachers. Your school. Ask us and we 
will send our teachers into your community. 

Academic Courses
 English Literacy
 French as a Second Language

Multicultural students with all levels of education 
and life experience

Registration for general education French and English courses takes place several times a year.   
For complete January 2023 dates please call the school or go to their website.

Winter Registration Dates

Tuesday, January 10, 2023 9:00am - 3:00pm 5:00pm - 8:00pm
Tuesday, January 17, 2023 9:00am - 3:00pm 5:00pm - 8:00pm
Tuesday, January 24, 2023 9:00am - 3:00pm 5:00pm - 8:00pm

Additional Registration Dates
January, February
Mondays to Thursdays 1:00pm - 3:00pm 5:00pm - 7:00pm 

Day Evening

WagarAd-20221111.indd   2 2022-11-25   5:16 PM
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