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The outcome of the Israeli election 
has left many Jews in the Diaspora on edge.    
This unease is not because the  “Fall of King 
Bibi” never happened and that he will be 
moving back to the prime minister’s res-
idence on Balfour Street.  Most Jews will be 
comfortable with Netanyahu’s foreign pol-
icy, backing him unconditionally when he 
confronts Iran and offering encouragement 
when he seeks to expand the Abraham Ac-
cords.  And given the recent events in   
Jerusalem a harsh crackdown on the cur-
rent wave of runaway terrorism will have 
widespread support across the Jewish 
world.  Nor do we think Jews living outside 
of Israel care that Netanyahu’s legal prob-
lems are probably behind him now that his 
brief stint as Opposition Leader is over. 

What is troubling many Jews are the 
roles in his coalition of the firebrand and rac-
ist far right politicians Itamar-Ben Gvir and 
Bezalel Smotrich.    Otzma Yehudit’s Ben 
Gvir,  the pistol packing  disciple of Meir Ka-
hane,  a man who until recent years had a 
photo of Baruch Goldstein hung prominently 
on his wall,  along with  “proud homophobe” 
Religious Zionist leader Smotrich, who be-
lieves that only the ultra-Orthodox matter,  
speak  for a group of knesset members who, 
despite their electoral success,  will  now exert 
far more influence on policy than their 
numbers justify.   

Fifth on the Religious Zionist list is 
Otzma Yehudit’s Yitzhak Wasserlauf.  He 
argued in a recent interview that Reform 
Jews “make a mockery of religion...They 
celebrate bar mitzvahs for dogs and they 
have weddings with a rabbi and a priest si-
multaneously.”     Number 9 Amichai Eli-
yahu has no time for the LGBT community.  
“It is forbidden, it is the opposite of Juda-
ism. it is against the will of (God), it is not 
natural, it is not normal...”  It is these pro-
vocative comments, along with uncompro-
mising stands on  who is a Jew, 
conversion, the  Law of Return and the 
egalitarian Kotel,  that led  the Anti-Defama-
tion League to release a pre-vote statement 
that Ben-Gvir’s role in a right-wing coali-
tion “would be corrosive to  Isreal’s 
founding principles and its standing among  
its strongest  supporters.”  

We join those who would have pre- 
 

ferred a different election result.    We worry 
that  the enactment of  the Override Clause 
would pose a threat to Israel’s vibrant de-
mocracy.  We do not appreciate it when non-
Orthodox  Jews are  called “Christians in 
disguise” or when Smotrich labels Reform 
Judaism a “fake religion”.   Branding Re-
form and Conservative Jews as “illegitimate” 
and  refusing to accept the reality that  there 
is more than one way to be a Jew  will only 
serve to further a deepening divide. 

Elected officials have every right to 
implement the policies for which their con-
stituents voted.  And those of us who did 
not make  aliya  are  in no position to ques-
tion the decision of the  almost 5,000,000 
Israelis who cast their ballot. Likud,  the 
Religious Zionists, Shas and United Torah 
Judaism now hold 64 knesset seats.  Israe-
lis did not vote for another “government of 
change.”  They voted in sufficient numbers 
for  Netanyahu, Ben-Gvir, Smotrich, Deri 
and Goldknopf.   And it’s also worth noting 
that  those on the winning side  were ably  
assisted by Lapid, Gantz, Eisenkot, Galon 
and Michaeli who, we assume, are busy on 
their manuscript  “How Not to Run an Elec-
tion  Campaign.” 
  We would like to believe that Ben- 
Gvir means what he says when he tells wor-
ried Israelis and those of us in North Amer-
ica,  that he has  “grown up” and  that he 
“would not seek to impose religious law nor 
curb freedom of dissent, and even if I'm not 
keen on the (Gay Pride) parade, I will ensure 
the utmost protection for the men and 
women marching".  Maybe  a frustrated 
Rabbi Rick Jacobs, president of the Union 
of Reform Judaism, is being overly pessi-
mistic when he says that Ben-Gvir as pub-
lic security minister  is ”like letting a 
pyromaniac run a fire station.” But if Ben-
Gvir insists on attending memorial serv-
ices for Kahane, if  he and Smotrich  start 
to trample on the rights of those who do 
not fit their definition of  a  “good Jew”, if 
they are not just posturing when it comes 
to unreasonable policy demands, we have  
to believe that  Netanyahu will do whatever  
it takes  to  keep them in check.   He knows  
from his many years in office  that no Is-
raeli  government can afford to slam the 
door shut on world Jewry.
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Israelis Have Spoken And 
We’ll Live With The Result - But
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THE WORLD IN REVIEW 
NEWS OF THE RECENT PAST IS REVIEWED 

 
By NOAH FREEDMAN

BEST WISHES FOR 

CHANUKAH 

TO ALL OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND CLIENTS 

IN LONDON

JEWISH SPOUSE HELPS LABOUR LEADER 
BATTLE ANTI-SEMITISM

British Labour Party’s  
New Leaf 
 
 

This was something he had 
been promising since he re-
placed the anti-Semitic Jer-
emy Corbyn who three 
years ago had insisted that 
the Labour conference 
venue be illuminated with 
projections of the Palestin-
ian flag and slogans sup-
plied by the Palestine 
Solidarity Campaign.   

But what was signif-
icant was the reaction to 
Starmer’s remarks from the 
thousands of party faithful 
at the conference.  Jews 
and non-Jews rose in a 
spontaneous standing ova-
tion, led it should be noted 
by Starmer’s Jewish wife 
Victoria who is originally 
from Poland and together 
with her husband are rais-
ing the couple’s children  
Jewish.  Friday night shab-
bat dinners at their home 
are a family tradition.   

A few in attendance

did sit on their hands dur-
ing an address clearly 
aimed at Corbyn and his 
still loyal supporters  but 
that did not detract from 
the overall support for his  
genuine words of praise for 
the country’s Jews and Is-
rael.  Indeed, 400 Labour 
Friends of Israel packed a 
reception  as shadow chan-
cellor Rachel Reeves ex-
pressed her commitment to 
the Jewish state. 

Thanking LFI for 
“giving me the space” to 
show he was committed to

eliminating anti-Semitism 
in his party, Starmer told 
the gathering that  “when 
we go into govern-
ment...you’ll be inscribed on 
the foundation stone as part 
of this story, part of this 
journey”. 

It must, of course, 
be kept in mind that Sir 
Keir was part of Corbyn’s 
shadow cabinet and would  
likely have been a minister 
in a Corbyn government.  
And his voice did remain  si-
l e n t  when the Jewish MPs 
            (Please turn to page 7)

Two years in politics 
is a lifetime.  The next elec-
tion in Britain is not until 
the end of 2024.  It is also 
too early to determine 
whether Rishi Sunak will be 
able to turn  the fortunes of 
the governing Conservatives 
around. 

But at this point La-
bour Party’s lead in the 
polls  seems almost insur-
mountable.  And so when 
party leader Keir Starmer 
addressed the Labour con-
ference  recently his words 
carried special meaning, not 
only for the party’s Jewish 
supporters but also for  the 
Jewish community of Great 
Britain in general. 

It was not that 
Starmer told party members  
that  Labour  must “rip out 
anti-semitism by the roots”.
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Much has been 
written about the recent en-
dorsement of BDS by the 
editors of The Harvard 
Crimson, the Harvard stu-
dent newspaper. But how 
do you suppose Harvard 
students got that way? 
Could it have anything to do 
with the professors who are 
teaching them about Israel? 

Let’s consider Derek 
J. Penslar, who is Harvard’s 
William Lee Frost Professor 
of Jewish History. His areas 
of specialty are the history 
of Zionism and Israel, as

HARVARD’S JEWISH PROF 
SHOULD KNOW BETTER

 PROFESSOR DEREK J. PENSLAR CONTRIBUTES TO THE SPREAD OF ANTI-SEMITISM ON CAMPUS 
 

By MOSHE PHILLIPS

well as related topics in 
modern Jewish history. 

Penslar, who happens 
to be Jewish, has been very 
successful in his academic 
career. He has had a string 
of prestigious named pro-
fessorships—first at Indiana 
University, and then at the 
University of Toronto, be-
fore moving up to Harvard. 
He has published books 
with prominent academic 
presses, and articles in 
well-known scholarly jour-
nals. He serves on the edi-
torial boards of several

Israel-related academic 
journals. He is frequently 
interviewed by the news 
media and invited to lecture 
at various Jewish institu-
tions. 

All these impressive 
credentials give us a sense 
of Prof. Penslar's promi-
nence in his field. But what 
exactly does he think about 
Israel? What does he teach 
his students? What mes-
sage does he convey when 
he speaks to the Jewish 
community? 
— “Israel is guilty of ethnic

cleansing.” 
In an interview with 

London's Jewish Chronicle 
on March 14, 2013, Penslar 
said: “What happened to the 
Palestinians [in 1948] was-
n't genocide. It was ethnic 
cleansing.” 

That’s a lie. Israel 
didn't commit genocide, and 
it didn't commit ethnic 
cleansing. There was no 
mass murder of the Arabs. 
There was no mass expul-
sion of the Arabs. There 
were a few isolated in-  
       (Please turn to page 9)
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THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE FROM VARIOUS 1930 AND 1931 EDITIONS OF  
THE JEWISH STANDARD

Windsor  May 2, 
1930 

Mrs. J. Pearl, Rox-
ton Road, Toronto, is the 
guest of her parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. J, Weinberg, 
Bruce Ave., 

Mr. and Mrs. N. Ro-
senberg motored to Atlantic 
City and New York, where 
they will spend three weeks. 

Honouring Mrs. 
Lawrence Kurt, who is the 
guest of her parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Simon Meretsky, 
and Mrs. Manning Stone, 
who is visiting her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. S. K. Baum; 
Mrs. Sidney Nathanson, en-
tertained at her home on 
Victoria Ave., on Tuesday 
afternoon.  Prizes sere won 
by Mesdames L. Hoffman, 
S. Meretsky, J. Beker, M. 
Schottt and H. Weingarten. 

Miss Freda Roten-
berg, Sunset Ave., has as 
her guest Miss Frances 
Agranove of Toronto.

London January 2, 
1931 

The Hadassah ex-
ecutive gave a tea last Wed-
nesday afternoon in the 
Talmud Torah Building.  
Mrs. D. Yarmofsky was con-
venor of the program.  The 
Chanukah candles which 
were kindled by Mr. M. 
Fishbein, were later brought

by Mr. H. Yarmofsky. 
Speakers included Rev. Mr. 
Karen and Rev. Mr. Kirsh-
enbaum. Mrs. Rabin do-
nated the table cloth.  
Entertainment was pro-
vided by the following:  A. 
State of St. Thomas;  Misses 
B. Zinmerman and Rhea 
Gootson, and Mesdames L. 
State of St. Thomas, E. 

Richmond and L. Wilensky.  
Mrs. Wasser is the social 
convenor. 

A Chanukah concert 
was held at Hyman’s Hall. 
The program, in which the 
following participated, was 
conducted by Mrs. D. Yar-
mofsky.  Mrs. Ruth Appel, 
Miss Fanny Packer, Miss 
  (Please turn to following page)
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We are always pleased to serve your needs.

We Extend  
Best Wishes to the 

Jewish Community of 
WINDSOR 

We are pleased to 
serve you.

Best Wishes to our 
Jewish Friends in 

WINDSOR 
We wish you  

continued success in 
the years ahead.

WINDSOR AND LONDON NOSTALGIA 
(Continued from preceding page)

Lily Richmond, Martin 
Davis, Zivia Yarmofsky, 
Teddy Richmond, Mrs. A. 
Rabin, Messrs. H. Mann, H. 
Schwartz, M. Fishbein, B. 
Goldberg, A. Rubin, H. 
Rubew, S. Rubin, Dora 
Brinder, Esther Ginsberg, 
Rhea Gootson, Mildred 
Fink, Clara Kendall, Helen 
Schere, Thelma Weisman, 
Sylvia Abramson, Ethel 
Shapiro. Lillian Weinstein, 
Shirley Mann, Sarah 
Bonder, Rae Rubin, Leah 
Davis, Sophia Fishbein, 
Leah Lichinsky, Ida Jacks, 
Miss Zacks, Mrs. J. M. Fink, 
Sarah Goldberg,  Jack Si-
skind, Sydney Shopiro,  
Albert Abramson, Hilda 
Baroff and Harry Brown. 

Presentations were made to 
Mrs. Yarmofsky by Miss 
Zimmerman on behalf of 
the cast and Mrs. A. Rubin.  
Refreshments were served 
to the children by Mrs. B. 
Kendall, Mrs. H. Fisherman 
and Mrs. M. Fishbein. 

B’Nai Mosheh Ben 
Yehuda:  A tea was given by 
Mrs. Goldstein, Clarence St. 
in aid of this important or-
ganization.  Twelve dollars 
was contributed by the 
guests.
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 Best Wishes  for  

CHANUKAH 
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Friends throughout  
London and 
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We Join in Wishing Our Jewish Friends 
a Joyous Chanukah Celebration

HAPPY CHANUKAH TO OUR JEWISH 
FRIENDS AND CLIENTS IN 
KITCHENER-WATERLOO

HAPPY CHANUKAH 
TO THE  JEWISH 
COMMUNITY OF 

KITCHENER- 
WATERLOO

Sessions via internet 
video and phone

We Join in Wishing 
the Jewish  

Community of  
 London a Joyous  

Chanukah celebration

WORLD IN REVIEW 
(Continued from page 3)

Louise Ellman and Luciana 
Berger were driven out of 
Labour by the party’s anti-
semites(El lman has re-

CHAG SAMEACH 
TO THE 

JEWISH COMMUNITY 
OF KITCHENER- 

WATERLOO

turned).     Said Lord Ian 
Austin, who stood down as 
an MP in 2019 out of dis-
gust with the anti-semitism 
permeating his party:  “It is 
good that Keir makes these 
comments now but it re-
mains a shame that he did 
not do so during the Corbyn 
years.  It is far too soon to 
claim Labour has rooted out 
antisemitism.” 

Still, Starmer is un-
deniably making progress 
in his efforts ostracize party 
members who still believe 
in ridiculous conspiracy 
theories about Jews and Is-
rael. 
 
The King and Queen’s  
House Guests 
 

British Chief Rabbi 
Ephraim Mirvis and his wife 
were  invited to attend the 
coronation of King Charles 
on May 6, 2023.  The prob-
lem is that May 6th is a Sat-
urday and the new King 
knew he had to accommo-
date the Chief Rabbi in 
order that he could attend 
the coronation without 
breaking any Sabbath ob-
servances. 

And accommodate 
the Rabbi and his wife King 
Charles intends to do.   The

couple will stay with the 
King and Queen at Clarence 
House the night before the 
coronation which will mean 
the Chief Rabbi and his wife 
will merely have a short 
walk across St. James Park 
to Westminster Abbey.   

It  will not the first 
time that the King will have  
accommodated Rabbi Mirvis.  
During the days of mourn-
ing following the death of 
his mother Charles moved 
the time of a Friday Palace 
event from 18:00 to 17:00. 
When they met at the cere-
mony the King said to the 
rabbi  “Leave now. You’ll 
have time to get home be-
fore Shabbat comes in.” 
    (Please turn to following page) 
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Names In  
The News 

 

took him under her wing.” 
...Superstar Taylor Swift 
has reacted to the dis-
appointment of her Jewish 
fans who would not be able 
to attend her concert on Fri-
day or Saturday nights.   
The . singer has now added 
eight more shows to the U.S 
leg of her tour all on week 
nights...Alan Strank is a

non-entity.  But during a 
football match in England 
he gave the Nazi salute.  As 
a result he received a three 
year football banning order, 
will have to undertake 50 
hours of unpaid work in the 
community and pay a  £189 
fine...Gregory W. Weiner, a 
Jewish American academic, 
has been named the first 
ever Jewish president of a 
Catholic university in the 
world. Weiner joined As-
sumption in 2011.  He has 
been Assumption’s  interim 
president since April 2021. 
 
Italy’s New PM 
And the Jews 
 

Italy’s new Far Right 
Prime Minister Giorgia Mel-
oni worries Italian Jews be-
cause her  Fratellid’Italia 
(Fdi) party(Brothers of Italy) 
traces its origin back to the 
Italia Social Movement(MSI),  
a neofascist party founded 
in 1946 by supporters of 
Mussolini and Hitler.   In-
deed, Meloni told French 
television a few years ago 
that “Mussolini was a good 
politician, in that everything 
he did, he did for Italy.”  She 

WORLD IN REVIEW 
(Continued from page preceding page) 

Gad Elmaleh, one of 
France’s most well-known 
Jewish comedian, who 
never shied away from ref-
erencing his Jewish iden-
tity, has announced that he 
is converting to Catholicism.  
Apparently, “the Virgin Mary

even appointed a minister  
who several years ago was 
pictured wearing a Nazi 
swastika armband.  There is 
little doubt, moreover,  that 
the thousands of far right 
Italians who marched to the 
grave of  the dictator to com-
memorate the 100-year an-
niversary of his coming to 
power are supporters of Mel-
oni. 

But Meloni has at 
least outwardly changed her 
tune since her early days in 
politics.   “I have never felt 
sympathy or closeness to 
undemocratic regimes, fas-
cism included, as I have al-
ways considered the racial 
laws of 1938 the lowest 
point in Italian history, a 
shame that will mark our 
people forever,” she told 
Italy’s lower house of parlia-
ment. "There is no place for 
those nostalgic for fascism, 
racism or antisemitism, 
which are light years away 
from our DNA," she added 
in an interview with  the 
Italian television channel 
Rete 4. "We have no need for 
fascist nostalgia, which use-
ful idiots of the left use to 
mobilize the electorate.”  

           (Please turn to page 10) 



The Jewish Standard, December 2022                                          9

HAPPY CHANUKAH TO ALL OUR 
JEWISH CUSTOMERS

JEWISH PROF SHOULD KNOW BETTER 
(Continued from page 4)

stances—as there are in 
every war—in which a small 
number of individuals were 
compelled to move a few 
miles down the road. That’s 
not even close to “ethnic 
cleansing.” 

There is no inter-
nationally accepted legal 
definition of ethnic cleans-
ing, so I'll use the one 
posted on the website of the 
United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum: “The 
forced removal of an ethnic 
group from a territory…The 
practice of ethnic cleansing 
may constitute genocide, 
crimes against humanity, or 
war crimes.” Israel didn't do 
any of those things. Not in 
1948. Not in 1967. Not ever. 
— “Israel is partly to blame 
for the Arab-Israeli wars.” 

Penslar wrote last 
year that “Israel bears its 
share of responsibility for 
the creation of the Palestin-
ian refugee problem in 1948 
and for subsequent Arab-Is-
raeli wars.” Nonsense. Israel 
is not to blame for the re-

fugee problem; the Arab re-
gimes that invaded Israel in 
1948 are to blame. Israel is 
not to blame for the Arab 
wars against it; the Arabs 
who launched those wars 
are to blame. Israel’s pre-
emptive strikes against 
Arab regimes that were pre-
paring to invade it were not 
acts aggression; they were 
self-defense. 
— “Israel perpetuates op-
pression, resistance, and 
hatred.” 

Penslar wrote last 
year: “Israel and the Pales-
tinian territories are a wel-
ter of ill-fitting political 
elements – statehood and 
occupation, autonomy and 
settlement enclaves – that 
perpetuate oppression, re-
sistance, and hatred.” 

I know it’s annoying 
when academics write like 
this, using convoluted lan-
guage that has to be deci-
phered like some code. Still, 
it’s obvious that when Pens-
lar is talking here about 
“oppression,” he’s not say-
ing the Palestinians oppress 
Israel, he’s saying that Is-
rael oppresses them. When 
Penslar refers to “resis-
tance,” he’s referring to Pal-
estinian terrorism against 
Israel; why he labels it “re-
sistance,” which implies 
that it’s justified, is a ques-
tion worth asking. (I'll set 
aside his reference to “ha-
tred,” since in theory it 
could be interpreted either 
way.) 
— “Most PLO terrorism after 
1967 was the work of 
splinter groups.” 

In a book review in 
The Forward on October 8, 
1999, Penslar said the au-
thor of the book was “on 
firm factual ground when 
he argues that post-1967 
Palestinian terrorism was 
waged primarily by splinter 
groups that were not part of 
the PLO mainstream.” 

Could Penslar really 
be so ignorant as to believe 
such a blatantly untrue

statement? Does he really 
not know now many post-
1967 terrorist attacks were 
openly claimed by the 
“mainstream” PLO, under 
Yasser Arafat’s leadership? 
Does he really still believe 
the pathetic fiction that 
“Black September” was not 
part of the PLO main-
stream, even though its 
leaders all long ago ad-
mitted to it being a PLO 
front?

Ironically, not too 
long after Penslar's apolo-
getics for the “PLO main-
stream,” the PLO main-  
stream—that is, its largest 
component, Fatah—launched 
a wave of suicide bombings 
against Israel, including the 
notorious Passover Seder 
massacre in Netanya. I find 
no evidence that Penslar 
ever publicly acknowledged 
his error or apologized. 
   (Please turn to following page)
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C O N S T R U C T I O N

We Join in Wishing Our  

Jewish Friends and Customers 

A Joyous Chanukah Celebration

We Join in Wishing the Jewish Communities of 

HAMILTON AND ST. CATHARINES 

A Joyous Chanukah Celebration

HAPPY CHANUKAH 

TO ALL OUR JEWISH 

FRIENDS AND  

CUSTOMERS IN 

HAMILTON

JEWISH PROF SHOULD KNOW BETTER 
(Continued from preceding  page)

So why do many 
Harvard students see Israel 
as a perpetrator of ethnic 
cleansing and an aggressor 
against the Arabs? Why do 
many Harvard students see 
Palestinian massacres of Is-
raelis as “resistance” in-
stead of terrorism? Why do 
many Harvard students ex-
cuse mainstream Palestin-
ian Arab terrorism by 
pretending that the main-
stream PLO leadership is 
not to blame? 

I’m not saying that 
Prof. Penslar is single-
handedly responsible for 
the spread of anti-Israel at-
titudes on campus, or the 
mindset that led to the Har-
vard Crimson newspaper 
endorsing BDS in late April. 
But it would be absurd  
 

to pretend that there is no 
connection between what 
Harvard professors teach 
and what Harvard students 
believe. 

Academic freedom 
ensures the right of profes-
sors to teach whatever they 
want, including lies about 
Israel engaging in “ethnic 
cleansing.” But parents 
have a right to know what 
their kids are being taught, 
so they can decide if that’s 
the kind of professor who 
they want teaching their 
kids about Israel’s history 
and current situation. 

[Moshe Phillips is a 
commentator on Jewish af-
fairs. He was a U.S. delegate 
to the 38th World Zionist 
Congress in 2020. The views 
expressed are his own.]

• 
WORLD IN REVIEW 

(Continued from page 8) 
mobilize the electorate.” 

The prime minister 
has clearly distanced her-
self from Fdi’s previous 
leader Ignazio La Russa 
who proudly proclaimed 
that “we are all heirs of Il 
Duce.”  As for the swastika 
armband wearing minis-
ter...well, Galeazzo Bignami 
now feels a “profound 
shame” for what he did. 

It would appear that 
Meloni now shares the 
views of Fini Gianfranco, 
the Neo-fascist MSI and far-
Right National Alliance 
leader who became deputy 
prime minister, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and pres-
ident of the Italian parlia-
ment under Silvio 
Berlusconi,  when he said 
that Italians have a “historic 
responsibility which is in

our troubled history and a 
responsibility now to take a 
position and ask forgive-
ness.” 

And it worth noting 
that Fini visited Israel sev-
eral times during his tenure 
and was welcomed by prine 
ministers Ariel Sharon and 
Benjamin Netanyahu. 
             (Please turn to page 12)
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 M A N D AT I N G  H O L O C A U S T  
 E D U C AT I O N  I N  O N TA R I O ’ S  

 E L E M E N TA RY S C H O O L S
Friends of Simon 

Wiesenthal Center (FSWC) 
have commended the Gov-
ernment of Ontario for mak-
ing Holocaust education 
mandatory in elementary 
schools for the first time.  
The need for the new initia-
tive is obvious. 

Minister of Educa-
tion Stephen Lecce made 
the announcement  during 
a news conference at Beth 
Emeth Bais Yehuda Syn-
agogue  Toronto, where he 
unveiled a series of actions 
the government is taking to 
combat rising antisemitism 
in schools across the prov-
ince.  

 “We are taking ac-
tion to counter antisemi-
tism and hate, because 
those that fail to learn from 
history are doomed to re-
peat it,” said  Lecce, “With 
antisemitism on the rise, we 
are introducing mandatory 
Holocaust education in ele-
mentary schools, expanding 
resources and strengthen-
ing anti-hate training for 
Ontario students, edu-
cators, and families.”  

Added Solicitor Gen-
eral Michael Kerzner: "We 
all have the right to feel safe 
in our communities, and a 
shared responsibility to stop 
hate. Our government is 
combatting antisemitism by 
updating the Grade 6 curri-
culum to include Holocaust 
education, so that future 
generations never forget." 

The Ontario govern-
ment will be revising the 
Grade 6 Social Studies cur-
riculum to include man-
datory learning about the 
Holocaust. Currently, stu-
dents are only required to 
undergo Holocaust educa-
tion in Grade 10. 

The Ontario govern-
ment has also outlined 
community resources it is 
investing in to further help 
students learn about anti-

semitism and how to ad-
dress it, including FSWC’s 
Antisemitism Classroom 
Toolkit (ACT). ACT is a re-
source guide that provides  
parents and educators the 
content and learning 
strategies necessary to 
guide young learners 
through a curriculum-com-
patible introduction to the 
often complex and difficult 
topic of antisemitism. 

“Recent studies 
amongst Canadian youth 
have revealed an overwhel-
ming lack of knowledge 
about the history of the 
Holocaust, the ultimate ex-
ample of what happens 
when hate is left un-
checked,” said Michael Lev-
itt, FSWC President and 
CEO. “We commend the On-
tario Ministry of Education 
for taking this monumental 
step in ensuring that the 
lessons from the Holocaust 
and the legacy of survivors 
are never forgotten.”
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NBA LEGEND AND SOCIAL ACTIVIST KAREEM ABDUL- 
Jabbar received the first annual Ally Against Antisemitism 
Award, presented by Friends of Simon Wiesenthal Center 
(FSWC) in front of more than 1,200 Jewish community 
members and allies in Toronto.  Abdul-Jabbar was presented 
with the award at Spirit of Hope - FSWC’s annual marquee 
fundraising event that has raised more than $3.2 million this 
year for the organization's education and advocacy pro-
grams before he took centre stage to speak about his long-
standing work in advocating for social justice and human 
rights, being a steadfast ally in the fight against antisemi-
tism and building bridges between communities. Seen above 
Canada's Special Envoy on Preserving Holocaust Remem-
brance and Combatting Antisemitism, Irwin Cotler, FSWC 
President and CEO Michael Levitt, NBA legend Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar and Simon Wiesenthal Center Executive Di-
rector Rabbi Meyer May in front of FSWC's Tour for Hu-
manity mobile education centre
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Baseball’s 
Barney Dreyfuss 
 

With another World 
Series now in the books  it 
might be worth remember-
ing that it was a Jew who 

helped pioneer the Fall 
Classic. 

At the beginning of 
the 20th century there 
were, as there are today, a 
National League and the 
junior circuit American 
League.  When the season

KAREEM ABDUL-JABBAR RECEIVES FIRST  
ANNUAL  ALLY AGAINST ANTI-SEMITISM AWARD
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HAPPY CHANUKAH TO THE JEWISH 

COMMUNITY OF  ST. CATHARINES

FORMER PRIME MINISTER STEPHEN HARPER SPOKE 
to over 600 Jewish and Christian supporters of Israel at the 
Israel Allies Foundation awards dinner at Canada Christian 
College in Whitby.  The  IAF works with the U.S. Congress 
and parliaments around the world to mobilize faith-based 
support for Israel.  Israel Ambassador to the United Nations 
Gilad Erdan was also a featured speaker.  “I am proud”, 
said Harper, “to continue to use my voice in support of the 
State of Israel, while addressing and forcefully denouncing 
the ongoing and worrisome rise in anti-Semitism.”  Harper 
is ranked 3rd on IAF’s top 50 Christian allies of Israel.

STEPHEN HARPER RECEIVES 
ISRAEL ALLIES AWARD

 

We Join in Wishing our Jewish Customers 
 throughout Hamilton a  

Joyous Chanukah Celebration 
Proudly serving you for 47 years!

ended they went their sep-
arate ways.  No one even 
thought of a post season 
series.  

But Barney Dreyfuss, 
the owner of the Pittsburgh 
Pirates, had seen his team 
dominate the National 
League for three straight 
seasons and was looking for 
a way to showcase his team.  
And so Dreyfuss wrote to  
Boston American owner 
Henry Killea  proposing a 
postseason battle between 
the champions of the two 
major leagues.  “The time 
has come for the National 
League and American 
League to organize a World 
Series” Dreyfuss wrote.  “It is 
my belief that if our clubs 
played a series on a best of 

nine basis, We would create 
great interest in baseball, in 
our leagues, and in our 
players.  I also believe it 
would be a financial suc-
cess.” 

Killea agreed and in 
1903 the World Series was 
born.  While Boston took 
the series five games to 
three Dreyfuss donated his 
share of the profits to the 
players.  “He was a true  
mensch”, says University of 
Pittsburgh’s sports history 
professor Rob Ruck. 

In 1903, Dreyfuss 
also brokered a peace deal 
between the upstart Ameri-
can League, founded in 
1900,  and the established 
National League, which had 
been operating since 1876.
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ONTARIO

oc It is indeed ironic that composer Alberto Hemsi, who 
spent much of his life rescuing music that faced extinction, 
should have his own brilliantly original works threatened with a 
similar fate. As part of its mission to research and recover 20th 
century music suppressed, or marginalized by repressive regimes, 
war and exile, Canada’s highly-regarded ARC Ensemble focuses 
its sixth Chandos recording on this overlooked and prodigious tal-
ent, the latest in its acclaimed “Music in Exile” series.  “Chamber 
Works by Alberto Hemsi,” which was released on October 14, is 
the first commercial release devoted to these extraordinary works. 

Drawn from the senior faculty of the Royal Conserva-
tory's esteemed Glenn Gould School and its accomplished stu-
dents and alumni, ARC has revived the works and reputations of 
a growing number of outstanding composers. 

Alberto Hemsi was born in 1898 in Anatolia, then part 
of the Ottoman Empire and now Turkey.   Wars, political unrest, 
and anti-Semitism forced Hemsi to flee from areas that had once 
provided sanctuary for Jews. The Société Musicale Israélite in 
Smyrna, supported him with a scholarship to study at Milan’s 
Verdi Conservatory, whose alumni include Puccini, and more re-
cently, Gian Carlo Menotti and Ricardo Muti. Hemsi’s huge nat-
ural gifts, were expanded and developed here, but any chance of 
a piano career ended when he was drafted into the Italian army 
and wounded in the final months of WWI. He returned to Smyrna 
after completing his studies, but left for Rhodes in the aftermath 
of the Greco-Turkish War, and the massive fire of 1922 that de-
stroyed much of the city. 

In 1928, he was appointed musical director of the Mid-
dle-East’s largest synagogue, the Eliahou Hanabi Temple in Al-
exandria, where he remained for the nearly thirty years. With 
Israel’s invasion of Sinai, and the Suez Crisis, the Hemsi family  
fled Egypt in 1957. He spent his remaining years in Paris, where 
he continued to teach, study and to supervise the music of two 
synagogues. He died of lung cancer in 1975. 

Hemsi was certainly fortunate to abandon both Smyrna 
and Rhodes, almost all of whose Jewish residents were killed in 
Auschwitz after Nazi forces took over the island. “Living through 
the war in Egypt, though undeniably stressful, was not remotely 
comparable to the experience of European Jews,” says Wynberg. 
Yet, while the frequently displaced composer may have been able 
to survive and even thrive, despite having to rebuild his career, 
his strikingly original music has remained in exile, unheard for 
the last 60 plus years. 

No longer.  ARC Ensemble’s recording provides a path-
way for his sublime music to finds it way into concert halls and 
take its rightful place in the canon of 20th century masterworks. 

Performance video of ARC Ensemble performing music 
from the album: https://vimeo.com/746655295/ce2b1ca19a 

Music: Download or stream  or Promo Juke Box.

RESCUING THE MUSTIC OF EXILES
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