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HEBREW FOUNDATION SCHOOL EMBRACES THE FUTURE OF THE WEST ISLAND
JEWISH COMMUNITY BY TEACHING KINDERGARTENERS OF THE TRADITIONS
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Reflections on Passover
Jews observe the festival of Passover as the transcendent historic event in the life of the Jewish
people. The figure of Moses, leading both the Hebrew slaves and a “mixed multitude” out of the land
of the Pharaohs, bestrode the ancient world of the Jews like the colossus that he was, a man who
brought freedom to men and women and children who had pretty well forgotten what freedom could
mean. The crossing of the Red Sea, no matter how many Israelites there were, set the seal of finality
on the escape of the Hebrews from the physical oppression of the Egyptians. However often they fell
back into idolatry, the acceptance of the Law at Sinai also meant that the Jews had left behind the
superstitions of their neighbours. There were historic decisions to be made, and our ancestors had
the courage to make them.
The miracles with which the Passover story is embellished have largely lost their credibility in
an unimaginative, rationalistic world. Those of us who give these miracles any thought at all, search
diligently for some logical explanation for the wonders which were wrought during the liberation
from Egypt and, where these are not available, are content to treat the tales as the product of some
God-fearing and credulous editor.
And so we read the Haggadah conscious of the fact that much of it is rooted in the superstitions
and prejudices of an age we must fail to fully understand. But it is obvious that there is a chain
which binds the compilers of the Haggadah to the primitive era of which they tell and it is obvious to
us, the Jews of the enlightened 21st century, that there is a strong chain which binds us to them, to
our ancient ancestors of Mosaic times; and a chain, too, which will bind our descendants to us.
The festival of Passover is rooted in the long and often troubled Jewish past. But the
spirit of Pesach gives us hope that in the darkness of the present there is a promise of light for the
future, that a distressed humanity might still, in the fullness of time, be able to “tame the savagery
of man and make more gentle the life of this world”.

La communauté juive québécoise,
par son dynamisme et sa créativité,
contribue depuis plus de 250 ans
à façonner l’histoire du Québec.
L’apport de ses membres à la vie
culturelle, sociale, économique
et communautaire est une richesse
pour la société québécoise.

The Jewish Standard is published monthly in Toronto and Montreal by Michael Hayman, B.A., M.A., Editor and Publisher. Head Office: 1110 Finch Ave W, Suite 1029, Toronto, ON M3J 3M2. 905-4175252 or 1-866-825-2944. Printed and bound in Toronto, Canada by Regal Press Canada. Publication Mail Registration Number 40715545
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THE WORLD IN REVIEW
NEWS OF THE RECENT PAST IS REVIEWED
By NOAH FREEDMAN
Jewish Debate Coach
Mentored Brown Jackson
The late Fran Berger
was a debating coach at the
Miami Palmetto Senior High
School from 1981 until
1998.
Numerous lawyers
and judges benefitted from
her guidance. Among them
was Ketanji Brown Jackson,
President Joe Biden’s choice
to succeed Justice Stephen
Breyer on the US Supreme
Court.
Jackson has often
cited her experience on the
debating team at the predominantly Jewish high
school as having had a major
influence on her life. “Under

the tutelage of an extraordinary woman named Fran
Berger,” she said in a 2017
speech, “who was my coach
and my mentor, I learned
how to reason and how to
write and I gained the selfconfidence that can sometimes be quite difficult for
women and minorities to
develop at an early age.”
Fran Berger, Jackson told
her audience, allowed her to
believe that “anything is
possible” and “to stand firm
in the face of challenges”
Fran Berger died
in 2008 at the age of 61. To
Brown Jackson and others
she was an “Unforgettable
Hero”.

A Passover Gift for a
Jewish Lawyer
Philip Bialik, an
Orthodox Jewish lawyer in
Manchester, was awarded
£26,500 in compensation
for being fired for not coming to work on Pesach.
Mr. Bialik joined the
NNE
Law
Limited
in
January 2020 and booked
time off in April for
Passover. In the meantime
the
lawyer
contracted
COVID and at beginning of
March 26 was forced to selfisolate at home.
The isolation period
was scheduled to end on

April 8 at which point Bialik
advised the firm that he was
now taking his booked time
for religious reasons. His
employer insisted that he
come back to work on April
9th, the second day of
Pesach. “Since the courts
are not closed...our line of
work is considered essential”, argued NNE. The firm
further advised Bialik that it
was “left with no alterative
but to end your contract
with NNE Law”.
Judge Mark Leach,
addressing the employment
tribunal in Manchester,
said: “We accept that the
dismissal had a devastating
(Please turn to page19)

David Birnbaum

Pierre Arcand

Kathleen Weil

Député de / MNA for
D’Arcy-McGee

Député de/ MNA for
Mont-Royal-Outremont

Députée de / MNA for
Notre-Dame-de-Grâce

Marwah Rizqy

Carlos J. Leitão

BestWishes
Wishesfor
foraa
Best
Happyand
andHealthy
Healthy
Happy
Passover!
Passover!
Meilleursvoeux
voeuxpour
pourun
un
Meilleurs
Passoverrempli
remplide
dejoie
joieet
et
Passover
desanté!
santé!
de

Députée de / MNA
for Saint-Laurent

Député de / MNA for
Robert-Baldwin

Jennifer Maccarone
Députée de / MNA for
Westmount-Saint-Louis

The Jewish Standard, April 2022

5

A VERY TROUBLING
ANNIVERSARY
WHEN FDR APPEASED THE PUPPET VICHY REGIME
By RAFAEL MEDOFF
Some eighty years,
two tiny French islands
near Nova Scotia and Maine
briefly became the center of
international controversy
when De Gaulle’s Free
French liberated them—and
President
Franklin
D.
Roosevelt demanded that
they be given back to the
pro-Nazi Vichy French.
The 80th anniversary of this strange and
long-forgotten
episode,
which took place just a few
weeks after Pearl Harbor,
sheds light on the curious
streak of appeasement that

Dr. Medoff is founding director of The David
S. Wyman Institute for Holocaust Studies and
author of more than 30 books about Jewish history and the Holocaust. The following article
appeared first in the Jewish Journal of Los
Angeles. - The Editor
sometimes infected the
Roosevelt administration’s
foreign policy.
“Appeasement” is a
term that usually is associated with the policy pursued by England and
France in the 1930s, when
they repeatedly made concessions to Hitler in the
naive belief that doing so

would prevent a war.
The policy was man-

ifest most notoriously in the
autumn of 1938, when the
British and French acquiesced in the dismemberment of Czechoslovakia in
the name of “peace in our
time.”
President Roosevelt
was not directly involved
(Please turn to page 11)

HAPPY PASSOVER TO MY JEWISH
FRIENDS AND PATIENTS

Dr. Paskal Valentin
D.D.S, MD

Let us whiten,
brighten and
redesign your smile!

I S R A E L I P R E S I D E N T I S A A C H E R Z O G WA S
greeted with a rousing fanfare when he arrived
at Turkey's capital of Ankara recently, becoming the first Israeli leader to visit in 14 years,
as the two countries move to turn a new page
in their rocky relationship. He was greeted by
Erdogan and a military honor guard, while a
band played the Israeli anthem for the first
time since 2008. Photo Credit: Haim Zach GPO

WELCOMING NEW
PATIENTS!
• Bonding
• Crowns & Bridges
• Dentures
• Extractions
• Implants
• Laser Treatment
• Oral Surgery
• Periodontal Therapy
• Root Canal
• Sleep Apnea/Snoring

Direct Insurance
Payment Accepted
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www.paskaldental.com
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OTTAWA REPORT
AN UPDATE ON JEWISH LIFE IN OUR NATION’S CAPITAL
By MIKE COHEN
NEW US AMBASSADOR TO CANADA: The
U.S. Embassy in Ottawa
recently announced the
arrival
of
a
Jewish
Ambassador in David L.
Cohen. “I’m deeply honored
that President Biden chose
me to serve as his representative in Canada, one of the
United
States’
closest
friends, most important
partners, and strongest
Allies,” he said. “I’m proud
to lead the terrific Mission
Canada team, including at
our embassy in Ottawa and
our seven consulates in
Calgary, Halifax, Montreal,
Quebec
City,
Toronto,
Vancouver, and Winnipeg.
Together with our Canadian

partners, my agenda is to
advance our shared priorities as President Biden and
Prime Minister Trudeau
outlined in the Roadmap for
a Renewed U.S.-Canada
Partnership.
I pledge to
devote my full efforts to
strengthening the close
relationship between our
countries by continuing to
build back better from the
pandemic; tackling the
challenge of climate change;
building societies that are
more diverse, equitable,
inclusive, and accessible for
all; renewing our commitment to democracy; and
advancing our shared foreign policy priorities around
the world. My wife Rhonda

and I are very excited and
happy to be here, and we
look forward to meeting
Canadians from all walks of
life, from coast to coast to
coast.”
KETTLEMANS
EXPANDING:
Kettlemans
Bagel in Ottawa recently
added a second location in
the Greater Toronto area. In
late spring they will set up
shop near the Bell Centre
downtown.
Kettlemans
hand-rolled Montreal style
bagels, unique spreads,
fresh salads, and sandwiches make the perfect breakfast-to-go, boardroom power
lunch or late-night indulgence.
Founder
and
Montreal native Craig Buckley

opened the first store in
August of 1993. When he
started the business, he
simply wanted to make the
best bagels you could find.
By rolling, “kettling,” and
baking traditional Montreal
Bagel in a wood burningoven using handpicked
hardwood, and maintaining
an unwavering commitment
to the traditional quality of
the food, Kettlemans has
become a food institution —
24 hours a day, seven days
a week, and 365 days a year
— for 28 years. There are
now four Kettlemans locations in Ottawa. Here you
can also get a kosher dill
pickle, a Hebrew National
(Please turn to page 26)

BEST WISHES FOR PASSOVER
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CTV GIVES SOAPBOX TO
ANTI-ISRAEL GROUPS
CTV NEWS MONTREAL dALLOW BDS MOVEMENT TO PROMOTE ITS FALSEHOODS
By ROBERT WALKER, HONEST REPORTING.COM
As
the
RussiaUkrainian war raged on,
efforts to boycott Russia
and those affiliated with
Vladmir Putin’s regime,
gained steam in a number
of
Western
countries,
including Canada.
For example, 20year-old Russian pianist
Alexander Malofeev was
scheduled to perform with
the Montreal Symphony
Orchestra in mid-March,
until his performance was
cancelled as a protest
against the Russian invasion
of
Ukraine.
Importantly, it’s noteworthy
that Malofeev condemned
the Russian invasion on
social media, but despite
this, the young Russian’s
piano performance was
cancelled, which prompted
an outcry that he was being
discriminated against by way

of national origin.
While media coverage of this controversy is
certainly newsworthy, when
Selena
Ross,
Digital
Reporter from CTV News
Montreal, reported on the
story, the article managed
to shoehorn in an entirely
different subject, referring
to activists “who have studied and organized major
sanction campaigns, such
as those against Israel and
South Africa.”
Ross
interviewed
Corey Balsalm, national
coordinator of Independent
Jewish Voices (IJV) Canada,
an organization which supports the BDS (Boycott,
Divestment,
Sanctions)
movement against Israel,
and quotes him as saying “If
we’re looking to the example
of the Palestinian BDS
movement, they’re very
clear that individuals are
not targeted.”
Despite Balsalm’s
whitewashing, in reality, the
BDS movement has actively
and aggressively attempted
to boycott anyone or anything, even remotely connected with Israel.
In 2015, a Spanish
music festival un-invited
reggae singer Matisyahu
unless
he
publicly
announced his opposition
to Israel. In 2017, a social
work student at Ryerson
University in Toronto was
denied a placement at a
local Jewish Community
Centre (JCC) by her placement coordinator due to
baseless claims of the
Centre allegedly having values “in opposition” to the
School of Social Work. And
just this past December, the

University
of
Toronto
Scarborough
Campus
Student
Union
(SCSU)
attempted to require that
Kosher foods being delivered to campus were from
caterers who “did not normalize Israeli apartheid.”
For the BDS movement, singling out Israel,
Israelis, Jews and even
Jewish organizations seems
to be very much a feature,
not a bug, of their cause.
Therefore, any advocate or
promoter of BDS has no
authority or moral high
ground, nor should they be

given a platform to spew
misinformation by a national news outlet.
Further into the
news report, Ross quoted
Michael
Bueckert,
described as a sociologist at
Carleton
University
in
Ottawa, and referred to him
as someone who “has studied past sanctions and is
also an advocate of the
Israel BDS campaign.”
An average reader of
the CTV report would conclude that Bueckert is merely an academic who hap(Please turn to page 17)

A BLESSED PASSOVER TO
ALL OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS
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Happy Passover to All Our
Jewish Friends and Customers
throughout
Montreal and the West Island

EYE ON
MONTREAL
NAMES AND EVENTS IN THE NEWS
By MIKE COHEN

Happy Passover to all
our Jewish
friends and customers!

HIGH MARKS FOR
NEW ISRAELI CONSUL
GENERAL: The local Jewish
community has welcomed
Israel’s new Consul General
to
Quebec
and
the
Maritimes with open arms.
For Paul Hirschson, this
marks the seventh country
for which he has served
Israel. The native of South
Africa succeeded David
Levy. Fascinated by North
America, Africa, and the
Arab world, Hirschson was
the first Israeli to be posted
to the United Arab Emirates
(UAE)
17
years
ago.
Together
with
another
diplomat, he established the
initial viable conversation
between Israel, the UAE,
and other countries in the
region. Later, he served as
the consul in Miami and
most recently, as ambassador in West Africa, based
in Senegal and responsible
for seven countries.
Hirschson says he
has fallen in love with
Montreal’s culinary scene.
“If this is what Montreal can
do under restrictions, I will
have to do five hours of
power walking a day to
manage my diet,” he
laughed. “I have enjoyed
every calorie I consumed.”
Over the years I have
always made it a point to
meet the new Consul
General upon his arrival
and
strike
up
ties.
Hirschson came here in the
midst of a pandemic, so we
initially
connected
via
Zoom, telephone and social
media channels. He is a
most personable individual
whom I know will charm
everyone he meets.
“The first thing I did

was reopen our Consulate
to all staff,” Hirschson told
me of the Westmount headquarters. “Everyone had
been working remotely for
(Please turn to page 10)

Nous nous joignons à
tous nos amis juifs pour
souhaiter nos meilleurs
voeux a l’occasion de
Passover

HAPPY PASSOVER
TO OUR FRIENDS

WE WISH ALL OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND PATRONS
A JOYOUS PASSOVER CELEBRATION

FINE CUISINE ASIATIQUE • FINE ASIAN CUISINE

Livraison Local Gratuite
Local Free Delivery
17:30 - 21:30
4050 St. Catherine Ouest
Westmount, Qc H3Z 1P2
Tel: 514-935-9478 • www.shanghaigrill.ca
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With Many Good Wishes
for Happiness
at Passover and Always

EYE ON MONTREAL
(Continued from page 8)
so long. Some had not even
met each other in person.”
Hirschson has spoken at more than 25 synagogues, connected with
most Jewish organization
in the city and political
leaders at all levels of government,
visited
Nova
Scotia (he is also responsible for the Maritimes) and
he looks forward to travelling to Quebec City. He told
me he is thrilled that Air
Canada will be resuming
three flights a week to Israel
in early May. Another
immediate goal he has is to
promote tourism to Israel –
now back on the rise with
the reduction of COVID protocols. “We are looking at a
massive increase in traffic
between
Israel
and
Quebec,” he says.

BAGELS GATHERING SPOT AT THE Y: The
Sylvan Adams YM-YWHA
has a popular new place to
eat at its Snowdon premises. District Bagel opened a
new location there recently.
For years it has gained
notice on Lucerne Avenue
in Town of Mount Royal as
the go-to location for hungry local professionals and
businesses
for
bagels,
breakfast (eggs and hash
browns), lunch and catering. District Bagel brings
together
two great concepts; the legacy of the traditional Montreal bagel bakery, with the experience of a
successful kosher catering
business called Sandwich
Plus. Besides the delicious
fresh wood oven baked
bagels, with a choice of five

CHAG PESACH SAMEACH
TO THE COMMUNITY

INVESTISSEMENTS

CANPRO

INVESTMENTS
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different cream cheese
shmears. there are danishes, muffins,
turnovers,
potato knishes, salads,
sandwiches, soups, coffee
and drinks. It has already
become a gathering spot,
according to Interim CEO of
the Y Jeff Bicher. In fact, it
brings back memories of
the legendary Mitchell’s
Restaurant at the same
location many years ago.
District Bagel evolved
out of a longtime dream
that started in 2008 in
Outremont. The owners

We Join in Wishing
the Jewish
Community a
Joyous Passover
Celebration

11
sold their sandwiches to
schools and grocery stores.
As their menu and reputation grew for
Sandwich
Plus, the opportunity arose
to buy Mount Royal Bagel,
They also have a location on
Park Avenue in the Mile
End. This is a 100 percent
certified kosher location,
with modern urban flare. At
the Y, District Bagel is open
from 7 am to 7 pm Monday
to Thursdays; 7 am to 2:30
pm, Fridays; and 7 am to 5
pm,
Sundays. Go to
https://www.ymywha.com/
to read more about the
totally rejuvenated Y.
You can reach the
owner of District Bagel,
Shalom
Grunwald
at
shalom@districtbagel.com
or his mobile at 514 -6923855.
Mike Cohen can be
reached at info@mikecohen.
ca.

•
ANNIVERSARY
(Continued from page 5)

Chag Kasher
Ve’Sameyach
The
Paperman
Family

in those negotiations, but
he pressed both sides to
keep the talks going and
supported their outcome.
The Roosevelt administration’s support for
appeasement was dramatized by the tragic story of
Holocaust rescuer Varian
Fry. In 1940, Fry, an
American journalist and
editor, traveled to southern
France, which was then
governed by the Nazi puppet regime headquartered
at Vichy.
Fry organized an
underground network that
saved more than 2,000
refugee scientists, artists
and political dissidents,
many of them Jews. Among
the rescued were painter
Marc Chagall, philosopher
Hannah Arendt, author
Franz Werfel, and Nobel
Prize-winning scientist Otto
Meyerhof.
When the Germans
and Vichy French complained to Washington
about Fry’s activities,
(Please turn to page 13)

We Join in Extending Passover Holiday Greetings
to the Jewish Community of
MONTREAL
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Happy Passover!
Dear Friends,
During this time of hope and renewal, I would like to wish you—
on behalf of Laval’s City Council and myself—a joyful, peaceful
and healthy Passover.

Stéphane Boyer
Mayor of Laval

May these celebrations be an opportunity to honour your culture
and traditions, while spending happy, unforgettable moments
with your family and friends.
Chag Pesach samech!

laval.ca

The Jewish Standard, April 2022

13

TROUBLING ANNIVERSARY
(Continued from page 11)
Secretary of State Cordell
Hull instructed the U.S.
ambassador in Paris to
inform Fry “that this
Government can not, repeat
not, countenance [him] carrying on activities evading
the laws of countries with
which the United States
maintains friendly relations.” Fry refused to stop
rescuing refugees; so the
Roosevelt administration
responded by canceling his
passport, forcing him to
leave France in 1941.
Later that year came
the curious case of St.
Pierre and Miquelon, the
two French islands off the
coast of North America, situated between Nova Scotia
and Newfoundland, northeast of Maine. The two
French colonial possessions
had come under Vichy rule
when the Nazis installed the
puppet regime in 1940.

On December 24,
1941, the Free French—the
government-in-exile headed
by General Charles de
Gaulle—sent a naval force
that ousted the islands’
Vichyite rulers. A plebiscite
held the following day found
98% of the islands’ inhabitants supported the overthrow of the Vichyites.
Rather than celebrate this small but symbolic victory over Axis occupiers in the Western hemisphere,
the
Roosevelt
administration denounced
De Gaulle’s “arbitrary”
action and tried to convince
the Canadian government
to restore St. Pierre and
Miquelon to Vichy’s control.
The “nasty little incident,”
as
Assistant
Secretary of State Adolf
Berle called it in his memoirs, threatened to upset the
(Please turn to following page)

We Wish All Our Jewish Friends
A Joyous Passover Celebration

FRESH • DRY • INSTANT
BEER AND WINE YEAST
QUALITY BAKERY INGREDIENTS
1602 Préfontaine
Montreal
Tel: 514-522-2133 • Fax: 514-522-2884
www.lallemand.com

Happy Passover
May this passover bring blessings upon you and your
loved ones for happiness, health and prosperity

606 Cathcart Street
Suite# 200
Montréal, QC, H3B 1K9

(514) 866-8553
bakertilly.ca/montreal
montreal@bakertilly.ca
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A VERY TROUBLING ANNIVERSARY
(Continued from preceding page)
administration’s policy of castigated the liberating
tolerating Vichy rule over force as “the so-called Free
the
French
colonies. French,” indicating that it
Washington hoped its policy regarded Vichy, not the
would persuade the Vichy to resistance, as the legitimate
be less pro-Nazi. Like other rulers of the two islands.
attempts at appeasing dicVichy
officials
tators, it did not turn out as praised
the
Roosevelt
hoped.
administration’s stance on
The State Department the islands as “a severe les-

Have questions
about COVID-19
vaccines?
The 211 phone line offers service
in English, French and more than
200 other languages to help you
ﬁnd the information you need or
resources that can help you.
This service is free and
conﬁdential.

son to the dissidents.” A
group
of
prominent
American liberal intellectuals, on the other hand,
denounced the administration’s policy of “appeasing
undemocratic and pro-Axis
governments.”
Praise from fascists
and denunciations by liberals created something of a
public relations headache
for FDR. Shaken by the rising
tide
of
criticism,
Secretary of State Cordell
Hull implausibly claimed
that his use of the term “socalled” referred not to the
Free French, but to the
ships they had used.
Pressed by reporters to
elaborate on U.S. policy
toward Vichy, Hull said he
would not comment further
because the matter “was too
complicated.”
After months of
floating rumors that the
Free French would agree to
leave
St.
Pierre
and
Miquelon, the Roosevelt
administration
finally
dropped thae issue, when it
became clear that neither De
Gaulle nor the inhabitants of
the islands were willing to
surrender to Vichy.
Washington’s policy
of appeasing Vichy, however, continued. After the
Allies liberated North Africa
from the Nazis in November
1942, President Roosevelt
agr eed to leave Vichyite

Admiral Francois in power.
That sparked a veritable
uprising from FDR’s liberal
supporters.
The New Republic
protested that it “sticks in
the craw of majorities of the
British and French, and of
democrats
everywhere,
[that] we are employing a
French Quisling.” Treasury
Secretary Henry Morgenthau
said the Darlan deal “afflicts
my soul.”
A
delegation
of
American Jewish leaders
met with senior U.S. officials in March 1943. They
charged that “the antiJewish legacy of the Nazis
remains intact in North
Africa,” pointing to the fact
that thousands of Jews
were still languishing in
slave labor camps under
the continuing Vichyite
rule. The camps continued
operating until the summer
of 1943, and anti-Jewish
laws in North Africa were
finally abolished only in
October.
From the shutdown
of Varian Fry’s rescue mission, to the St. PierreMiquelon controversy, to
the Darlan deal, FDR’s policy of appeasing the Vichy
French constituted a stain
on America’s moral conscience and a deviation
from the high ideals that the
war against the Axis represented.

Call 211.

We would like to wish
the Jewish Community
a Chag Pesach Sameach.
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CUMMINGS CENTRE
LAUNCHES ITS SPRING &
SUMMER 2022 SEASON WITH
IN-PERSON AND
ONLINE COURSES
In addition to its popular online
offerings, the Cummings Centre is pleased
to be welcoming back participants in-person this spring and summer. Members will
be able to meet up with friends and enjoy
the vibrant Cummings Centre community
and participate in a variety of in-person
programs in the Fine Arts & Craft Centre,
Woodshop, Adapted Exercise Clinic and
Workout Studio and continuing education.
For those who enjoy the convenience
of connecting to online programs, a full
virtual lineup of Cummings signature programs will also be available via Zoom.
Cummings values its members.
Readers can learn about our joining special and the benefits of membership by
visiting cummingscentre.org/registration
or call 514-343-3510.
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BEST WISHES FOR PASSOVER
TO ALL OUR FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS

HAPPY PASSOVER TO ALL OUR
JEWISH FRIENDS AND GUESTS
WE ARE ALWAYS PLEASED TO SERVE YOU

CHAG SAMEACH TO ALL OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS

8845, Rue Pascal-Gagnon
MONTREAL (Qc) H1P 1Z4
ROYALCERAMIC.COM
Tel.: 514.324.0002

MOSAIC • PORCELAIN • GRANITE • QUARTZ • CERAMICS
KITCHEN CABINETS • BATHROOM VANITIES • BATHROOM ACCESSORIES
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CTV GIVES SOAPBOX
(Continued from page 7)
pens to support the BDS
cause, but in fact, he is the
Vice President of Canadians
for Justice & Peace in the
Middle East (CJPME), an
anti-Israel
organization
which has endorsed the
one-state solution, which is
the de facto elimination of

Israel as a state. CTV failed
to disclose his association
with this anti-Israel organization.
As with CTV reporter
Ross’ coverage of Corey
Balsalm, Bueckert’s quotes
are also little more than a
(Please turn to following page)

MAKING HISTORY: THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF
ZIONISM STUDIED IN THE UAE

HAPPY PASSOVER FROM

1265-71 Ducharme Ave.,
Montreal, Quebec H2V 1E6
514 274-9407
https://perfectoptical.ca
We Extend Best Wishes to Our Jewish Friends
throughout
MONTREAL AND AREA
On the Occasion of
PASSOVER

HAPPY PASSOVER TO THE COMMUNITY
OF MONTREAL AND THE WEST ISLAND
MAY YOUR CELEBRATION BE BLESSED
WITH PEACE AND PROSPERITY

FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE THE SIGNING OF THE
Abraham Accords, an Israeli research book was
published in Abu Dhabi. The UAE's largest public
research institute, the Emirates Center for
Strategic Studies and Research, has published
“Zionism in Arab Discourse.” Translated into
Arabic at the initiative of Egyptian Rami Abd elHai Kabil, this is the first Hebrew research book
ever published in the UAE. Since the establishment of the State of Israel dozens of Israeli books
have been translated into Arabic, but most were
published without the author's consent. This book
was based on a binding copyright contract –
attesting to the warm peace prevailing between
the two countries.
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CTV GIVES SOAPBOX
(Continued from preceding page)
whitewashing of the BDS has spent years developing
movement.
criteria for how to wage a
The BDS movement responsible and effective

cultural boycott, and have
made a real effort to draw
these distinctions between
Israel’s regime and Israeli
citizens,” Bueckert is quot-

We Extend Best Wishes to Our Jewish Friends and Clients
On the Occasion of
PASSOVER
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HAPPY PASSOVER TO ALL OUR FRIENDS AND PATRONS
THROUGHOUT MONTREAL

ed in the article.
This is demonstrably
false. While the BDS movement has a right to spew
falsehoods against Israel,
the reason it has been identified as discriminatory by
the Parliament of Canada
and by Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau is precisely
because it is discriminatory.
Furthermore, giving
a platform to BDS activists
alongside mention of the
boycott against Apartheidera South Africa continues
to give the false allusion
that there is any comparison to be made between the
two circumstances.
Tensions are extremely high with war in
Ukraine, and CTV News
very much has a right to
cover the controversy surrounding the cancelled performance
of
Alexander
Malofeev. However, providing a soapbox to the antiIsrael cause, and specifically to guests who parroted
misinformation about the
nature of the BDS movement, not only obfuscates
the issues being reported,
but it also gives an undeserved and unwarranted
moral win to a discriminatory cause.
The BDS movement,
contra to their defenders, is
little more than a thinlyveiled attack on Israel,
Israelis and indeed any
Jews or Jewish organizations who don’t fall into line.
And advocates for this hateful cause deserve no legitimacy or platform.
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WORLD IN REVIEW

Joyeux Pesach!
Happy Passover!

(Continued from page 4 )
impact on him and that he
was affected mentally and
physical...Whilst it was a
one-off act, it was a serious
one, effectively the most
serious sanction an employer could impose on an
employee for refusing to
attend work on Passover
High Holiday.”
Philip Bialik is now a
Litigation
Executive
at
Graham Coffey & Co
Solicitors.

Diversity Office’s
Linguistic Screw Up
Robert Sellers, the
University of Michigan’s vice
Provost for Equity and
(Please turn to following p a g e )

!חג פסח כשר ושמח
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Mairie d'arrondissement
5160, boul. Décarie, bureau 600
Montréal (Québec) H3X 2H9

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the Jewish Community of
MONTREAL AND THE WEST ISLAND
on the Occasion of
PASSOVER
May your Festival of Freedom be a joyous one for family and friends.
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Civil Law
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WORLD IN REVIEW
(Continued from preceding page)
Inclusion
and
Chief
Diversity Officer, emphatically proclaimed that his
university “must renew our
commitment
to
the
advancement
of
antiracism, anti-ableism, antiSemitism, gender equity and
building a climate resistent

to sexual misconduct.”
Just
how
“antiSemitism” got included
among a list of inclusion
focused terms that the college intends to “advance”
immediately remains a mystery given that internal university communications gen-

erally go through several
copy-editing layers.
Of
course, it was “clearly an
error” and the university
quickly sent out an apology
for misstating its intentions
and “inadvertently suggesting we support antiSemitism”.
Still the original
statement, even if no editor
caught the obvious blunder
that anti-Semitism has the
same prefix as the other
terms, turned many heads.
“They’re doing what now
with antisemitism?” asked
Justin Joque, a visualization
librarian at the university.

A.Q.P Israel
Sues Ben and Jerry’s
Avi
Zinger,
the
Israeli distributor of Ben
and Jerry’s ice cream, is
suing Unilever in American
courts for allegedly ending
their 34 year partnership in
order to boycott Israel.
Under both Israeli and
American law, it is illegal to

boycott parts of Israel while
permitting the sale in other
areas of the country. The
injunction would enable
AQP to continue manufacturing and selling ice cream
throughout Israel and to
both
Israelis
and
Palestinians.
“I refused Ben &
Jerry’s and Unilever’s illegal
demands,” says a very
annoyed Zinger, “and as a
result they are threatening
to close my business, affecting hundreds of Israeli and
Palestinian workers and
distributors”.
Alyza Lewin, president of the Louis D.
Brandeis Center for Human
Rights Under Law, and one
of Zinger’s lawyers. argued
that “Unilever is shutting
all of this down, only
because Avi refuses to agree
to its demand that he boycott customers based on
where they live - a move
which
would
harm
Palestinian consumers most
(Please turn to page 22)
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We Wish All Our Jewish Friends and Clients a
CHAG PESACH SAMEACH

Place du Parc
300, Léo-Pariseau, #1900
Montreal, Qc H2X 4B5
rsw.ca
A Proven Partnership • Un Véritable Partenarait
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WORLD IN REVIEW
(Continued from page 20)
interest. But for once they
of all”.
The
“disgraceful joined in condemning the
comments
by
capitulation”
to
anti- recent
International’s
Semitism(Yair Lapid) led to Amnesty
Anuradha Mittal, chair of U.S. director, who claimed
Ben & Jerry's board of that polls showing overdirectors and vice president whelming Jewish support
of the Vermont-based ice for Israel are inaccurate.
Paul O’Brien defendcream maker's nonprofit
foundation, being voted ed Amnesty International’s
"Antisemite of the Year" in recent report designating
the third annual contest Israel as an “apartheid
When
someone
run
by
watchdog state”.
asked
him
about
a recent
StopAntisemitism. Ben &
poll
showing
that
eight in
Jerry finished ahead of
10
American
Jews
identify
British singer Dua Lipa and
as
“pro
Israel”
he
respondUS
lawmaker
Marjorie
ed by saying that “we are
Taylor Greene.
opposed to the idea - and
this, I think, is an extential
For Once Jewish
part of the debate - that
House Democrats Agree
Israel should be preserved
as a state for the Jewish
A further tweet
It’s not often that the people”.
25 Jewish Democrats in the that “I did not and Amnesty
House of Representatives takes no position on the
(Please turn to page 24)
agree on issues of Jewish

We Extend Best Wishes to Our Jewish Friends
throughout
MONTREAL AND AREA
On the Occasion of
PASSOVER

Chag Sameach
Wishing you and your family joy
and many blessings at Passover,
and throughout the year, from all
of us at V!VA Thornhill Woods,
Toronto’s premier all-inclusive
Jewish retirement community.
IN-PERSON* & VIRTUAL TOURS AVAILABLE!
Call Wendy at (905) 417–8585 or
email thornhillwoods@vivalife.ca!
9700 Bathurst Street, Vaughan, ON, in the
heart of Vaughan, minutes from Toronto

INDEPENDENT LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING | RESPITE | JEWISH CUISINE
*Conditions apply including public health protocols
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We Wish All Our Jewish
Friends and Clients a
Chag Pesach Sameach

32 Steacie Drive
Ottawa, ON K2K 2A9
613.836.1422
www.gemtec.ca
We Extend Best Wishes for
PASSOVER
to our Jewish Friends and Patrons in
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WORLD IN REVIEW
(Continued from page 22)
legitimacy of any state” did
not do him any favours.
House
Democrats
released a statement saying
that “As Jewish Members of
the House of Representatives
we represent diverse views
on a number of issues related to Israel. However, we
are in full agreement that
Mr. O’Brien’s patronizing
attempt to speak on behalf
of the American Jewish
community is alarming and
deeply offensive”.
The fractious caucus
is made up of Reps like
Elaine Luria of Virginia and
Dean Phillips of Minnesota,
who have condemned
attacks on Israel by squadmates Ilhan Omar and Jan
Schakowsky.
Rep Josh
Gottheimer of New Jersey
has been adamant in his
opposition to the Biden
Administration’s willingness
to renew the Iran nuclear
deal while Reps. John
Yarmuth of Kentucky and
Alan
Lowenthal
of
California have blamed former
President
Donald
Trump for his “catastrophic” decision to withdraw
from the deal.

Kosher Food at
Turkey’s Airport
Turkey has not been
the most hospitable country
for Jews in recent years,

given the country’s antagonism towards Israel. The
country’s
approximately
20,000 remaining Jews
have been blamed for just
about ever problem Turkey
has ever faced. A recent
article in the pro government Turkish media was
headlined “Young Turks,
Jews, Freemasons and the
Armenian deportation.”
But regardless of the
strained relations between
Turkey and Israel and the
blatant anti-Semitism
of
many Turks many Jewish
travellers pass through the
Istanbul Airport and often
get stuck in layovers there.
Indeed, “there are more
flights to Tel Aviv than to
London,” says Rabbi Mendy
Chitrik, Turkey’s Ashkenazi
chief rabbi. This has been a
problem for observant Jews
who have been unable to
fulfill their dietary obligations.
Until now observant
Jews have been forced to
bring their own food or go
hungry. Now, however, the
problem has been solved.
There is a new kosher vending machine and hot kosher
meals are sold in some of
the airport lounges. The
kosher food is supplied by
the Istanbul-based caterer
La Casa, whose proceeds
support poor Jewish families in Turkey. The food is

HAPPY PASSOVER
TO THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF OTTAWA
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certified kosher by Denet
Gida and OK Kosher. “For
many years’” says Rabbi
Chitrik, “I had the habit of
bringing kosher food with
me every time I went to the
airport to give out to people
there”.
The new kosher
options may also have
another benefit. Chitrik is
optimistic that the development will help bring visibility to Jewish religious and
cultural life in the Muslim
world.
There are currently
26 active synagogues in
Istanbul, with Neve Shalom
Synagogue in Karaköy being
one of the most notable.
Other synagogues include
Ahrida Synagogue in the
historical neighbourhood of
Balat which is five centuries
old and the Ashkenazi
Synagogue near Galata
Tower, now the only active

25
Ashkenazi synagogue in the
city.
Turkey’s
Jewish
museum was inaugurated
in
November
2001
(www.muze500.com).,
Limmud Turkey takes place
once a year in autumn, regularly attracting over 1000
people to their activities
with high profile speakers
from Turkey and beyond.

Seminary. “She just seemed
so
Jewish”,
said
Jeff
Warschaeur, cantor at the
Jewish Center of Princeton,
New Jersey...A statute of
Sandy Koufax will be
unveiled at Dodger Stadium
this coming summer...Yeshiva

University’s Ryan Turell
will enter this year’s NBA
draft, hoping to become the
first Orthodox Jew to play
in
the
league...Sam
Massell, Atlanta Georgia’s
first and only Jewish mayor
(Please turn to page 28)

We Extend Best Wishes to Our Jewish
Friends and Customers on
PASSOVER

Names In
The News
Barbara
Meier
Gustern wasn’t Jewish but
the 87 year -old Broadway
vocal coach who died recently after being pushed to
the ground by an unknown
assailant (since apprehended) gave vocal lessons to
cantorial students from
Hebrew Union College and
the Jewish Theological
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OTTAWA REPORT
(Continued from page 6)
bagel
hotdog,
knishes,
latkes and more. For all the
information you will need
log on to www.kettlemans
bagels.ca.

FRAT RETURNS TO
OTTAWA: Alpha Epsilon Pi
Fraternity
(AEPi),
the
world’s leading Jewish college fraternity, has re-

CHAG PESACH SAMEACH
TO ALL OUR JEWISH
FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS

We Extend Best Wishes to Our
Jewish Friends and Customers throughout
OTTAWA
on the Occasion of
PASSOVER
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Rockland, ON K4K 1K9
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www.lamarcheelectric.ca
ECRA/ESA LIC 7002052
Lamarche Electric Inc is a reputable
electrical contractor serving the greater
Ottawa area, as well as Gatineau. For a true
full service electrical contractor, contact us!

opened its chapter in Ottawa
to provide a Jewish fraternal
home to university students
in Ottawa. The chapter was
first started in 2004 and has
been dormant for several
years. Current members
include students who attend
the University of Ottawa and
Carleton University. The
group currently includes 10
re-founding
fathers.
Working
tirelessly
with
AEPi’s
Educational
Leadership Consultant, Idan
Mualim, the group is continuing to recruit additional
founders.
AEPi operates
chapters on more than 150
college campuses around
the world. Founded in 1913,
AEPi has more than 100,000
living alumni. The fraternity’s mission – developing the
future leaders of the Jewish
community – is demonstrated every day through acts of
brotherhood,
Tzedakah
(charity), social awareness
and support for Jewish communities and the State of
Israel.

Alpha Epsilon Pi, the
largest fraternity in Canada,
has chapters, colonies and
interest groups in Canada
at: Dalhousie University,
McMaster University, Queens
University, Ryerson University,
University
of
British
Columbia, University of
Guelph,
University
of
Toronto,
University
of
Waterloo/Wilfrid
Laurier
University, Western University
and York University. The
fraternity is also looking to
open a new chapter at
McGill University in the
coming weeks. Those interested in the new AEPi chapter in Ottawa or those who
have recommendations for
other Canadian chapters,
should contact Idan Mualim
at imualim@aepi.org. “We
are thrilled to bring our special brand of fraternity back
to Ottawa and look forward
to working with men on
those campuses to develop
the future leaders of the
Jewish community,” said
AEPi CEO Rob Derdiger.

THE OTTAWA CHAPTER OF
AEPi COLLEGE FRATERNITY

SEEN FROM THE LEFT, HOLDING THE FLAG:
Evan Moore, Zachary Reiken, Dylan Fritz, Michael
Kanter (President of the new group), Evan Kanter
(AEPi member from U of T who attended the event),
Jordan Morgan, Ben Goldstein, Dodek Jordan
Cohen, Gideon Katz (AEPi member from U of T
who attended this event), Daniel Gold (alumnus
from previous Ottawa AEPi group),
AEPi
International Educational Leadership Consultant
Idan Mualim is behind the flag.
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BIG
DONATION
FOR SCHOOL: The Ottawa
Jewish Community School
(OJCS) has recorded its
largest single gift ever
received.
An anonymous
donor has decided to invest
$1,500,000 to help ensure
that the classrooms and
learning spaces are as innovative as our teaching and
programming are. This represents an extraordinary
moment for the school - its
students, parents, teachers, supporters and community – on its journey
towards long-term sustainability.
Officials note that
it is also worth saying that
this new commitment to the
school not only validates
the hard work their teachers and board have put in
over these past few years,
but raises the bar for what
they hope to accomplish in
the years ahead. This statement says it all: “We hope
that it also puts a smile on
the faces of our current and

27
prior set of major donors,
including
the
Jewish
Federation of Ottawa, without whose contributions would
never have made this gift possible. We accept this gift not
as a celebration of what we
have done, but as a charge for
what we now must do.”
Have an item: Email
info@mikecohen.ca
OTTAWA KOSHER
FOOD BANK: The OKFB is
a project of Kehillat Beth
Israel synagogue. It is dedicated to providing healthy
kosher food to Ottawa families in need.
The pandemic has
made it especially challenging. Part-time manager
Dahila Milech and her team
of dedicated volunteers
have had to continue to
deliver food while keeping
everyone safe.
Donations can be
made by phone at 613-7283501, ext 235, or through
the KBI membership website
at Shulcloud.

BEST WISHES TO THE

We Wish Our Jewish Friends in Ottawa
A Joyous Passover Celebration

Benvenuto & Buon appetito!
From the hills of Parma in northern Italy, to
the dining tables of Mamma Teresa’s in
Ottawa, Frank and Walter have brought the
best of traditional Italian cuisine!
300 Somerset St, West
Ottawa, ON K2P 0J6
613-236-3023
www.mammateresa.com
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OTTAWA
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WORLD IN REVIEW
CHAG PESACH SAMEACH

(Continued from page 25)

TO OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND CLIENTS IN

(1970-74) has died at the
age of 94. In his one term in
office before his defeat
Massell encouraged the
city’s Black community to
become actively involved in
the running of the city.
Andrew
Young
credits
Massell for helping him
launch
his
political
career...Alexi Venediktov,
the Jewish editor of the
banned Echo of Moscow radio

OTTAWA

station for being critical of
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,
found a pig’s head and a
Ukraine coat of arms sticker
with the phrase “Judensau”
outside his apartment.

We Wish All Jewish
Friends and Patients
a Joyous Passover
Celebration

OTTAWA NATIVE
NEW B’NAI BRITH
DIRECTOR OF
LEGAL AFFAIRS

BEST WISHES FOR PASSOVER TO OUR
JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS
HAPPY PASSOVER TO
THE JEWISH COMMUNITY
OF OTTAWA

B’NAI BRITH CANADA
announces the appointment of veteran criminal
lawyer
Sam
Goldstein as Director,
Legal Affairs. In this
role, Sam will be
involved in B’nai Brith’s
legal matters, including
helping to grow the
Matas Law Society,
Canada’s
national
Jewish activist legal
group. Sam looks forward to advancing
B’nai Brith Canada’s
great tradition of promoting equality and
protecting religious and
ethnic minority rights
by strengthening the
Charter’s protection of
freedom of expression
and religion.
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THE STORIES OF 30 NOTABLE
CANADIAN JEWISH MUSICIANS
David Eisenstadt is
one of Canada’s most recognized PR pros.
He and
wife Rhoda founded The
Communications
Group
Inc. in 1973 and tcgpr has
been a leader in the PR field
for almost half a century.
But before David
was an award winning PR
pro he was a journalist and
in the early months of the
pandemic he returned to his
roots, writing a weekly music
biography for cjnonline.com.
Many of these articles have
now been reproduced in
Under the Radar. The 30
musicians, says David, were
chosen because they are
“somewhat out of the public
eye”. One can only hope that
David finds time to write a
sequel devoted to those left
out of this book because
they are “a l r e a d y i n t h e
spotlight.”
Readers may not be
familiar with all 30 of the

artists David chose, even if
virtually every one “made
it in Canada and/or on
the world stage. We recognize the names
Oscar
Brand, Percy Faith, Victor
Feldblum, Jerry Gray, Ofra
Harnoy, Moe Kaufman,
Sharon, Lois & Braun,
Malka Maron and Amy Sky.
Others, however, were anything but
household
names at least not to this
reader, But whether familiar or not, readers of Under
The Radar’s 138 pages will
find
themselves saying
repeatedly “no kid-ding”
and asking whether Mike
Kobluk really co-founded
the Chad Mitchell T rio or
Phil Levitt was in fact a
co-founder
of
The
Diamonds. And who knew
that Howard Shore was
the first bandleader musical director on Saturday
Night Live? Or for that matter
(Please turn to following p a g e )

HAPPY PASSOVER
TO OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND CLIENTS IN
OTTAWA

We Wish All Our Jewish Friends
A Joyous Passover Celebration

HAPPY PASSOVER TO THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF OTTAWA
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that pop/rock singer Corey
Hart sold over 16 million
records.
There is, in every
musical genre,
sadness
and joy and heartache and
humour. The 30 musicians
in Under The Radar,
whether composer, jazz
musician,
songwriter,
pianist or rock musician
all expressed their emotions
through their musical genres.
But perhaps, above
all else, every artist in
Under The Radar was proud
to acknowledge that music
was an integral part of their
Jewish upbringing and that
they were often expressing
their Jewish religion, however they practised that religion, and Jewish ethos in
their music. “ I think, ” said
rock and roll pop singer
Eddie Schwartz,
that
“singing as a central shared
expression of our beliefs and

experiences as a people,
profoundly influenced me
from an early age”. And
folklorist Shelley Posen,
though admittedly “not
religious,”
still
wrote
“many songs as if I were
because I am intimate with
and highly value Judaism’s
beauty,
dignity,
and
resilience as a religion and
a culture.”
Under The Radar
tells
a compelling story.
Readers will find it difficult
to put down even for a
moment as they read one
fascinating account after
another of these amazing
contributors
to
the
Canadian musical scene.
The book can be purchased
on Amazon.ca in paperback
and E-book versions. Look
for it in the Music/History
section. The book is also
available from the author by
connecting to t h e w e b s i t e
undertheradarbook.com.

We Extend Best Wishes for a Joyous
PASSOVER
to Our Jewish Friends and Customers throughout
MONTREAL AND AREA
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