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Wishing You and Yours,  
A Happy & Healthy Chanukah

Independent Living | Assisted Living | Winter Staycation | Respite

Tours 
available

Chag Sameach to all!

Happy
Chanukah

1500 Steeles Ave. W., Thornhill, ON
Visit us online at VerveSeniorLiving.com

Call (905) 738-0905

T H E  J E W I S H  S T A N D A R D
D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 1





As Jews commemorate the 
epic victory of the Maccabees over 
Antiochus - actually the victory of 
Judaism over Hellenism - it is  
worth considering the constant 
struggle which is still being waged  
- and which could easily still be 
lost - against the inroads among 
Jews of non-Jewish thought.  In 
our joyful emphasis upon the vic-
tory of the Maccabees we are too 
prone to forget that notwithstand-
ing the limited victory won by the 
Hasmoneans, Hellenism captured 
the minds and the imaginations of 
hundreds of thousands of Jews - 
in Egypt, in Greece and indeed in 
all parts of the world.  These Jews  
lost their identity among the non-
Jews whom they imitated and 
they became easy and willing con-
verts to Christianity. 

The tendency among minori-
ties is to follow the customs and 
ideals of the majority among 
whom these minorities live.  
Undoubtedly a considerable share 
of the importance which has been 
attached to the festival of 
Chanukah in recent years has 
been the result of the proximity of 
Christmas and the need to offer a 
Jewish counterpart to the growing 
influence which this Christian fes-
tival exerts upon Jewish children. 
But there is no need for Jews to 
develope out of Chanukah a sort 
of synthesis between the Jewish
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Reflections on Chanukah
holiday and Christmas.  
Chanukah, celebrated as a Jewish 
Feast of Rededication, is so rich in 
tradition, so colourful in its exter-
nal manifestations, so perfectly 
developed to appeal to children 
that we should devote ourselves to 
emphasizing the joys of 
Chanukah and just leave to the 
Christians the Christmas celebra-
tion, so full of  meaning to them. 

As Jews take  pride  in  the 
achievements  of  the  Maccabees 
and  the  great  victories  of  the 
spirit  which  they  won,  we  would 
do well to remember that we, too, 
are  engaged  in  a  crucial  battle 
for  survival.    Our  present  
enemy, and we recognize full well 
the  current climate of anti-
Semitism,  is  not   an external  
one.  Ours  is  an  enemy  within  
which bids  us  to  yield  up  our  
Jewish heritage  to  the  Moloch  of 
acquiesence  thereby  diluting  our 
Jewishness  with  the  pablum  of 
conformity,   Only if we resist the 
temptation to avoid the obligations 
which living as Jews impose on us 
and instead follow in the footsteps 
of those dedicated   Jewish leaders 
of the past who created the matrix 
by which Jewish life has been 
shaped, will  we measure  up  to  
the example set by the Maccabees 
in their heroic struggle which we 
commemorate in the Chanukah 
festival. 
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 Robert Olipant, MP 

Don Valley West 

Tel. 416-467-7275 

310-1670 Bayview Ave. 

Toronto, ON M4G 3C2

FROM YOUR LIBERAL MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT

Ali Ehsassi, MP 

Willowdale 

Tel. 416-223-2858 

115 Sheppard Ave West, 

Toronto, ON M2N 1M7 

 Ya’ara Saks, MP 

York Centre 

Tel. 416 638-3700 

2800 Keele St. Unit 2 

Toronto, On M3M 0B8

Majid Jowhari, MP 
Richmond Hill 

Tel. 905-707-9701 
100 Mural St, Suite 101 
Richmond Hill, ON  

L4B 1J3

Hon. Mary Ng, MP 
Markham - Thornhill 

Tel. 905-479-8100 
16 Esna Park Drive 

Unit 107 
Markham, ON L3R 5X1

Hon. Carolyn Bennett, MP 
Toronto-St. Paul’s 
Tel. 416-952-3990 

40 Holly Street, Suite 103 
Toronto, ON M4C 3C3 

carolyn.bennett@parl.gc.ca 

Hon. Marco Mendicino, MP 
Eglinton-Lawrence 
Tel.  416-781-5583  

511 Lawrence Avenue W  
Toronto, ON 

M6A 1A3

Chanukah sameach!

Happy Chanukah!
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THE WORLD IN REVIEW 
NEWS OF THE RECENT PAST IS REVIEWED 

 
By NOAH FREEDMAN

(Please turn to page 12)

measures may “have the 
best intentions.”   “But as  a 
Jew”, she quickly added, 
“what happened in Nazi 
Germany is a warning to 
me.  Those in power all 
had the best intentions.  
Also, when they declared 
Jews a danger to ‘public 
health’.  Also when  they 
declared a war against the 
‘virus’ of those times. So 
don’t play with fire by set-
ting aside people in our 
society as a ‘danger to 
public health”. 

Jewish groups 
throughout the country 
were quick to  condemn 
the controversial rabbi’s 

comments.  The Central 
Jewish Board of the 
Netherlands, the country’s 
largest Jewish umbrella 
group, said her comparison 
is “contrary to our values 
and shows a complete lack 
of realism.” The Netherlands 
Association  for Progressive 
Judaism “strongly rejects 
the irresponsible and offen-
sive comparisons,” the 
group said in a statement. 

Then there are the 
comments by the Archbishop 
of  Canterbury, Justin Welby. 
Welby told a BBC audience 
that failure to tackle climate 
change could be “possibly”

Your Trusted Home Care Partner! 
 

Mobility Assistance • Meal Planning & Preparation • Personal Care 
Medication Reminders • Meaningful Companionship • Light Housekeeping 

Appointment Accompaniment & Outings • And much more 
Follow Us: 

Facebook Twitter Linkedin 
355 Eglinton Ave. W Toronto, ON M5N 1A3 

Phone: 416-488-8777 
www.torontohomecareassistance.ca

We Extend Best Wishes to our Jewish Friends 
On the Occasion of 

CHANUKAH 
May your Festival of Lights celebration be blessed with joy and happiness.

more disastrous than the 
warnings about the Nazis in 
the 1930s.  The  current 
leaders will be “cursed” if 
they don’t act. 

When asked about 
his use of the word “cursed” 
Welby responded “It was 
consciously a strong word.  
It will be:  people will speak 
of them in far stronger 
terms than we speak today 
of the politicians of the 30s,  
this will kill people all 
around the world for gener-
ations...It will allow geno-
cide on an infinitely larger 
scale. 

At least Welby had 

Religious Leaders 
Should Know Better

One would think 
that a rabbi and an arch-
bishop would know better 
than to compare COVID 
restrictions and inaction on 
climate change to the 1930s 
in Germany.  Apparently 
not. 

Rabbi Tamarah 
Benima, a 71-year-old 
Reform rabbi at 
Amsterdam’s modern pro-
gressive Beit Ha’Chidush 
synagogue, acknowledged 
that politicians, scientists 
and doctors dictating 
COVID-19 public health
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We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the Jewish Community of 
METROPOLITAN TORONTO AND AREA 

On the Occasion of 
CHANUKAH 

May your celebration be a joyous one for family and friends. 

Local - Canada - USA 
SNOWBIRDS TO FLORIDA IS OUR SPECIALITY! 

Enclosed Door to Door Service 
Classic Cars, Autos, Motorcycles, Race Cars 

Indoor Storage Available 
 

11 City View Drive, Etobicoke, ON M9W 5A5 
1-416-243-8531   1-888-415-3158 

www.tfxinternational.com

KATIE COURIC  
WASN’T THE FIRST

S. Truman and Franklin D. 
Roosevelt have been among 
the prime beneficiaries of 
such unilateral revising of 
history.

One instance involv-
ing Roosevelt concerns re-
marks he made in a private 
meeting on January 22, 
1938, with Rabbi Stephen 
S. Wise, the foremost 
American Jewish leader of 
that era. The only source for 
what they discussed is a 
memorandum  that Wise 
dictated shortly afterwards, 
for his private records. 
            (Please turn to page 16)

JOURNALISTS AND HISTORIANS HID COMMENTS ABOUT JEWS BY FDR AND TRUMAN 
 

 By RAFAEL MEDOFF
Dr. Medoff is founding director of The David S. 

Wyman Institute for Holocaust Studies and author of more 
than 20 books about Jewish history and the Holocaust. His 
most recent book is The Jews Should Keep Quiet: Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, and the Holocaust 
(https://tinyurl.com/y2qo5o4j). The following article 
appeared first in the Jewish  Journal of Los Angeles.

altered the unflattering 
words of individuals whom 
they admire, in order to  
shield them from embar-
rassment. Presidents Harry

Controversy has 
erupted over the admission 
by journalist Katie Couric 
that she doctored her 2016 
interview with Supreme 
Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, in order to “pro-
tect” Ginsburg from criti-
cism of her opposition to 
athletes kneeling during the 
national anthem. 

Couric joins a grow-
ing list of authors who have



We Join in Wishing the Jewish Community of the GTA 
A Joyous Chanukah Celebration for Family and Friends

@A*Q@@;:A9A;
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diverse group of entrepre-
neurial-minded students 
annually. 

Seymour Schulich, 
the visionary philanthropist 
behind this initiative, 
believes that giving direct 
support to students is one 
of the most effective vehicles 
in educational philan-
thropy. By covering all the 
students’ financial needs to 
pursue an undergraduate 
degree,  these generous 
   (Pease turn to following page)

and the  
Goldfinger Family 

 
 

www.canadasportswear.com

HAPPY CHANUKAH TO ALL OUR 

FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS

www.walkingmobility.com • email: northyork@wmclinics.com

Schulich Leader 
Scholarships—the largest 
and most prestigious 
Canadian academic award 
for undergraduate students 
in science, technology, engi-
neering, and math (STEM)—
is celebrating its 10th 
anniversary this year. 
Funded by the Schulich 
Foundation and adminis-
tered through UJA 
Federation  this scholarship 
is valued at up to $100,000 
per award and given to a

EYE ON 
TORONTO
AWARDING  SCHOLARSHIPS AND FIGHTING HATE 

 
By MIKE COHEN
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We Extend Chanukah Greetings to Our  

Jewish Friends and Customers 

May your Festival of Lights celebration  

be a joyous one. 

We Extend Best Wishes to Our 

Jewish Friends and Residents on 

CHANUKAH

EYE ON TORONTO 
(Continued from preceding page)

Discover Toronto’s Best Catch For
Quality & Value

Sushi, Quality Tuna & Salmon, 

Live Lobsters, Oysters, Shrimps, 

Octopus, Fresh Sea Bass & More! 

FOR CHANUKAH 

Gefilte Fish  

Freshly ground pickerel, pike, whitefish 

and salmon(combinations made to order) 

Open to The Public 

2929 Dufferin St. (South of Yorkdale Mall) 

www.cityfishmarket.ca

416-256-7373

HAPPY CHANUKAH 

TO THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF THE GTA

scholarships eliminate the 
time and stress of having to 
afford tuition and living 
costs. This enables students 
to devote all their time and 
attention to their studies 
and entrepreneurial pur-
suits. Beyond the financial 
value of the award, the 
recipients join an active net-
work of elite STEM leaders, 
benefitting from access to 
top employers, exclusive 
mentorship, and network-
ing opportunities made 
available throughout the 
year. 

“It’s gratifying that 
this important and mean-
ingful investment in the 
future of Canada is off to a 
s t rong s tar t , ”  sa id  Mr.  
Schulich.  “Schulich Leaders

will be the engine that dri-
ves prosperity for our coun-
try. We look forward to sup-
porting exceptional stu-
dents pursuing their STEM 
education for many years to 
come.” 

To learn more about 
Schulich Leader Scholar-
ships at 10 years, visit: 
schulichleaders10.com. 

STEPPING UP 
AGAINST HATE: UJA 
Federation of Greater 
Toronto President and CEO 
Adam Minsky recently 
issued a statement to 
update the community 
about the organization’s 
fight against hate—and how 
this will shape its work to 
combat antisemitism mov-
ing forward.  During the
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HAPPY CHANUKAH TO ALL OUR 

JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS 

THROUGHOUT THE GTA 

latest wave of Hamas terror-
ism targeting Israel, our 
community witnessed a 
surge of antisemitism 
unlike any we had ever 
seen,” he stated. “This 
included physical violence, 
verbal assaults, hatred on 
social media, boycotts of 
Jewish organizations, and 
the expression of toxic views 
toward Israel among main-
stream voices in politics and 
society, to name just a few 
alarming developments.” 

Minsky announced 
that Steven Farber has 
joined UJA’s team as Senior 
Vice-President, Countering 
Antisemitism and Hate—a 
new position   created to 
lead UJA’s efforts to 
empower the community to 
rise to this challenge. 
Having begun his career in 
investment banking, Farber 
has comfortably moved 
between the corporate and 
not-for profit worlds h i s

entire career. This includes 
serving in a senior political 
role here in Canada, work-
ing in Israel for several 
years in diplomacy and 
commerce, and serving in 
Israel as a key advisor to 
Tony Blair in the Office of 
the Quartet Representative. 
He will work closely with 
key partners in this area, 
including UJA’s advocacy 
agent the Centre for Israel 
and Jewish Affairs (CIJA), 
Hillel Ontario, UJA 
Community Security, and 
UJA’s Sarah and Chaim 
Neuberger Holocaust 
Education Centre (soon to 
become Toronto’s Holocaust 
Museum).  “With an all-in  
community effort, I am con-
fident we will together 
achieve a similarly powerful 
response to rising anti-
semitism,” Minsky contin-
ued. “This is just the begin-
ning.”   
            (Please turn to page 12) 

HAPPY CHANUKAH TO OUR JEWISH 

 FRIENDS AND GUESTS
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In 1978, Time magazine estimated that around 80 
percent of professional American comics were Jewish, and 
Jewish humour remains a foundation stone of modern pop-
ular culture. This book is not intended as a definitive tome 
but is instead a delightful and irreverent celebration of 
great photography and some of the ultimate one-liners of 
the 20th century, ripe in satire, anecdote, self-deprecation 
and irony.  

The book shines a light on those who have dominat-
ed the comedy scene and brought joy to so many through-
out their lives. Featuring a heartfelt and informative intro-
duction by stand-up comedian Bobby Slayton, and a won-
derful selection of one-liners and images edited by Tony 
Nourmand, this book offers a beautiful insight into the life 
and humour of the world’s foremost Jewish comedians 
throughout the ages.  

Featuring comedians including Larry David, Fran 
Lebowitz, Mel Brooks, Bette Midler, Garry Shandling, 
Buddy Hackett, Sid Caesar, Jackie Mason, Gilda Radner, 
Groucho Marx, Lenny Bruce, Rita Rudner, Rodney 
Dangerfield, Joan Rivers, Jerry Lewis, and George Burns, 
the book’s wonderful portraits are accompanied by some of 
the finest and funniest observations.  

The book is published in conjunction with the exhi-
bition of Jewish Comedians at La Térmica Cultural Centre 
in Málaga, Spain, in November 2021. It is the first in a 
series of exhibitions and books celebrating Jewish culture 
in the arts. The series is produced and curated in collabo-
ration with Reel Art Press. 

The book is available at bookstores and at  
https://www.reelartpress.com/catalog/edition/219/a-
small-book-of-jewish-comedians

We Join in Extending Chanukah Holiday 

Greetings to the Jewish Community of  

Metropolitan Toronto and Area. 

May your celebration be a joyous one.

A TRIBUTE TO THE COMICS  
WHO SHAPED NORTH AMERICA



 

 

 
• Comfort Beds    
• Power Chairs 
• Super Bars 
• Wheelchairs 
• Scooters 

• Bed Rails 
• Ramps 

•  And many 
more safety 
devices 

 
 

Call us (905) 780 – 3337 

 

BEST WISHES FOR CHANUKAH TO OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS

We Extend Best Wishes to our Jewish Friends and Patients 
On the Occasion of 

CHANUKAH 
May your Festival of Lights celebration be blessed with health and happiness.
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We Join in Extending Chanukah Holiday 
Greetings to the Jewish Community 
of Metropolitan Toronto and Area 

place entirely in the comfort 
of  your living room, with a 
live video stream.  Tickets 
are $180.  

Lead Sponsors are 
Warren and Debbie Kimel 
and David and Leanne 
Matlow. Others sponsors 
a r e     J i m m y  a n d  S i g a l    
Shekarchi,   Jay and Vered 
Feldman,  Anne and Jeffrey 
Schwartz, Justine Grossman 
and Aaron Posluns.   Area 
Inc and Torkin Manes.  

For info go to: rmac 
klin@rhacademy.ca 

Mike  Cohen can be 
r e a c h e d  a t  i n f o @ m i k e  
cohen.ca

CHAG SAMEACH  

TO ALL OUR JEWISH FRIENDS 

ACROSS THE GTA

Happy Chanukah to the Jewish Communities of 

the GTA, Oakville, Burlington and Hamilton

Proudly family owned & operated 
 since 1994 

  
549 Bronte Rd, Oakville 

 905-825-5335 
 154 Norseman St. Etobicoke 

 416-237-965  
info@accessabilities.ca 
 www.accessabilities.ca 

 
We can help you with your home healthcare needs 

                      & we’ll do it with a smile.
the common sense to 
“unequivocally apologize” 
for comparing  “inaction on

EYE ON TORONTO 
(Continued from page 9)

MAGIC SHOW: 
Robbins Hebrew Academy 
will be  virtually hosting 
Dan White,  a magician, cre-
ator, consultant, and per-
former on January 23, 2022 
(7 pm). Over the past 25 
years, he has created magic 
on stage and screen around 
the world - including 12 
appearances on The Tonight 
Show with Jimmy Fallon. 
The Magician is an interac-
tive, online experience 
showcasing the art of 
magic, illusion and decep-
tion (includes magic box 
sent to each indiv idual  
household). The show takes 

• 
WORLD IN REVIEW 

(Continued from page 5)

climate change to the rise of 
Hitler.    “It’s never right”, 
Welby added, to make c o m -

www.beavervalleystone.com 
t: 905-886-5787   or  t: 416-222-2424

• Flagstone • Masonry products • Interlocking 

• Aggregates • In-Lite LED Lights • Retaining walls 

• Bulk/bag road Salt • Kichler LED Lights • Accessories  

• Natural & Concrete Stone Veneers

A WIDE SELECTION OF NATURAL STONE  
AND PRECAST CONCRETE PRODUCTS

Main Office & Yard: 8081 Woodbine Ave. SE Corner Woodbine/407 
Office & Yard: 125 Langstaff Rd E., SE Corner Yonge/Hwy 7-407  

Manufacturing Plant: 12350 Keele St., Maple

We 
Deliver!

Follow us on

@BVSLimited

Follow us on

beavervalleystone

LET US ROCK YOUR WORLD
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We Join in Extending Best Wishes to 
Our Jewish Friends and Customers on 

CHANUKAH 

26-36 Advance Road,
Etobicoke, Ontario

416-239-3031
www.dimpflmeierbakery.com

"Proud bakers of Rye and 
Organic breads"  

We Join in Wishing Our  
Jewish Friends and Customers 

A Joyous Chanukah Celebration 
and a Happy and Healthy 2022

We Extend Best Wishes 
to Our Jewish Friends 

and Customers  
throughout the GTA 
On the Occasion of 

CHANUKAH 
May your celebration 

be a joyous one.

HAPPY CHANUKAH 

TO ALL OUR 

FRIENDS IN THE 

JEWISH COMMUNITY

parisons with the atrocities 
brought by the Nazis, and 
I’m truly sorry the offence 
caused to Jews by these 
words”. 
 
Greek Court Rules 
Against Kosher Slaughter 

 
Last year the 

European Union’s highest 
court upheld the bans im-

THIS YEAR’S CANADA 
Post stamp released for 
the Festival of Lights 
holiday.

posed in parts of Belgian 
against slaughtering ani-
mals for meat without first 
stunning them. The 
European Jewish Association 
warned about the “down-
stream consequences that 
the European court of 
Justice ruling carried with 
it” and now those fears have 
proven justified. 

The highest court in 
Greece has ruled against 
allowing ritual slaughter.  
The court said that the 
country must find ways to 
meet the demands of animal 
rights advocates and the 
needs of Jews(and Muslims) 
to follow their  customs and 
traditions. 

“The government 
should regulate the issue of 
slaughtering animals in the 
context of worship in such a 
way as to ensure both the 
protection of animals from 
any inconvenience during 
slaughter and the religious 
freedom of Muslins and 
Jews living in Greece”, the 
court said. 

Rabbi Menachem 
Margolin, chairman of the 
EJA, said that “what we are 
witnessing is first-rate 
hypocrisy.  When it comes 
to antisemitism, govern-
ments and institutions 
rightly stand behind us.  
But when our beliefs and 
customs are attacked right 
and left by laws, they are 
nowhere to be seen.” 
            (Please turn to page 20)
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MPP 
BILLY PANG 
MARKHAM-UNIONVILLE 

Constituency Office:      
#602, 3601 Highway 7 East,  
Markham, Ontario L3R 0M3  

905-474-3288 
billy.pang@pc.ola.org 
www.billypangmpp.ca 

Wishing 
my Jewish Friends 

and Constituents 
many 

this 
Hanukkah! 

BlessingsBBlessingsBlessingsBlessingsBlessingsBlessingsBlessingsBlessingsBlessings 

HappyHHappy HanukkahHappy HanukkahHappy HanukkahHappy Hanukkah HanuHappy HanukkahHappy HanukkahHappy HanukkahHappy HanukkahHappy HanukkahkkHappy HanukkahHappy HanukkahahHappy HanukkahHappy Hanukkah 

Best Wishes to
My Jewish Friends and 

Michael

TIBOLLO
    MPP-Vaughan- Woodbridge

Constituency Office 3-5100 Rutherford Rd. Vaughan, ON L4H 2J2
(905) 893-4428 • Email: michael.tibolloCO@pc.ola.org

website:www.michaeltibollompp.ca

CONSTITUENCY OFFICE 
Unit 708 - 10 Kingsbridge Garden Circle, 
Mississauga, ON  L5R 3K7 
Tel. 905-890-1901 • Fax: 905-890-5772

QUEEN’S PARK OFFICE 
Rm 429 - Main Legislative Building, Queen’s Park, 
Toronto, ON  M7A 1A8 
Tel. 416-326-7102 • Fax: 416-326-7100

Natalia.kusendova@pc.ola.org 
www.nataliakusendovampp.com

I WISH THE JEWISH 
COMMUNITY OF 

MISSISSAUGA CENTRE 
AND ALL AROUND 

ONTARIO A 
HAPPY HANUKKAH!

NATALIA KUSENDOVA, MPP 
MISSISSAUGA CENTRE

DAISY WAI
MPP, Richmond Hill

CONSTITUENCY OFFICE: 905 884-8080
9555 Yonge Street, Suite 409, Richmond Hill, L4C 9M5
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NinaTangri.ca

Nina Tangri, MPP
Mississauga-Streetsville

154 Queen St. S. Unit 110, Mississauga ON L5M 2P4  

Phone: (905) 569-1643 • Email: nina.tangrico@pc.ola.org

Wishing my
Jewish friends

and constituents a
Joyous Chanukah

Celebration.
Chag Sameach!

CONSTITUENCY OFFICE 

2882 Dufferin St. 

Toronto, ON M6B 3S6 

Tel. 416-781-2395 • Fax: 416-781-4116

robin.martin@pc.ola.org 

www.robinmartinmpp.ca

I wish all 
my Jewish 

constituents 
and friends 

Happy Chanukah.

Chag Sameach!

ROBIN MARTIN 
MPP, EGLINTON–LAWRENCE

Happy Chanukah
Wishing the Jewish community a

filled with good health, happiness, and joy.
Chag Sameach!

STAN CHO 
MPP - Willowdale

CONSTITUENCY OFFICE 

111 Sheppard Ave. West • North York, ON M2N 1M7 

416-733-7878 • stanchompp.ca • Stan.ChoCO@pc.ola.org
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We Extend Best Wishes to Our Jewish Friends 
 and Customers throughout the GTA 

On the Occasion of 
CHANUKAH 

May your celebration be a joyous one.

was this alleged Jewish 
financial subterfuge that 
was provoking Christian 
shopkeepers to demand 
that “the Jew should go.”  

According to the 
memo, Wise protested, 
“But, Chief, this is pure 
Fascist talk”—a surprisingly 
blunt remark, considering 
that Wise was a passionate 
supporter of President 
Roosevelt and his adminis-
tration. But Wise’s plea had 
no impact on the president. 
He wrote that Roosevelt’s 
remarks were “very painful” 
and “like a blow in the face.” 
Readers of the Breitman-
Lichtman book, like readers 
of Katie Couric’s interview 
with Justice Ginsburg, had 
no way of knowing what had 
been omitted. 

President Roosevelt’s 
image has also benefitted 
from another troubling 
omission, this one courtesy 
of the State Department. At 
the Yalta Conference, in 
February 1945, Roosevelt  
mentioned to Josef Stalin 
        (Please turn to page 18)
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According to histori-
ans Richard Breitman and 
Allan J. Lichtman, in their 
2013 book, FDR and the 
Jews,  the topic of the con-
versation was Palestine. 
Roosevelt believed the coun-
try was incapable of absorb-
ing many more Jewish 
immigrants, so he urged 
Wise to look for “some large 
areas [elsewhere in the 
world] as a second choice 
for the Jews.” Wise dis-
agreed and “parried” with 
FDR about Palestine, 
Breitman and Lichtman 
wrote, citing Wise’s memo-
randum. 

But Breitman and 
Lichtman omitted another 
part of the conversation, in 
which the president blamed 
Poland’s Jews for the rising 
antisemitism in that coun-
try. According to the full 
text of the Wise memo, FDR 
claimed that “the Jewish 
grain dealer and the Jewish 
shoe dealer and the Jewish 
shopkeeper” had been 
undercutting Polish 
Christian merchants, and it
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that he would soon be see-
ing Saudi Arabia’s king, Ibn 
Saud. Stalin asked if FDR 
intended to make any con-
cessions to Saud. According 
to the transcript, “The 
President replied that there 
was only one concession he 
thought he might offer and 
that was to give him the six 
million Jews in the United 
States.”  

But when the State 
Department published the 
transcript in 1955, 
Roosevelt’s unpleasant 
remark about Jews was 
omitted. More than fifty 
years later, a researcher 
discovered that then-
Assistant Secretary of State 
Walter Bedell Smith had 
crossed out the comment 
about Jews prior to publica-
tion, and had written in the 
margin: “Delete this--it is 
not pertinent history.” 

Censors have also 
lent a helping hand to 
FDR’s successor. In a 1945 
memo, President Harry S. 
Truman wrote: “The Jews 
claim God Almighty picked 
'em out for special privilege. 
Well I'm sure he had better 
judgement. Fact is I never  
thought God picked any 
favorites. It is my studied 
op in ion  that  any  race ,  

creed or color can be God’s 
favorites if they act the part-
-and very few of ‘em do 
that.” 

The most unflatter-
ing words in that passage 
ended up on the cutting-
room floor. Journalist 
William Hillman was hired 
to assist Truman in prepar-
ing his memoirs and other 
papers for publication. The 
first volume, Mr. President, 
appeared in 1953.  It 
included the 1945 memo-
randum, but the wording 
was changed to read: “I 
never thought God picked 
any favorites. It is my stud-
ied opinion that any race, 
creed or color can be God’s 
favorites if they act the part-
-and very few of ‘em do 
that.” The reference to Jews 
was omitted, presumably to 
protect the former presi-
dent’s reputation. Hillman 
never revealed whether it 
was his idea, or Truman’s, 
to rewrite the historical 
record. 

Katie Couric, to her 
credit, has belatedly admit-
ted what she did. 
Unfortunately, others who 
have done likewise have not 
been  forthcoming about 
their own historical mal-
practice.

KATIE COURIC WAS NOT THE FIRST 
(Continued from page 16)
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Joins in Extending Best Wishes to the 

Jewish Community of Metropolitan 

 Toronto and Area on 

CHANUKAH 

May your Festival of Lights holiday celebration be 

a joyous one for family and friends.

ATLANTA BRAVES’ MAX FRIED WAS BORN IN 
Santa Monica, CA, the middle son of Carrie and 
Jonathan Fried.  The Fried family are committed 
Jews.  Max attended synagogue on High 
Holidays and had a bar mitzvah.  In 2009 he was 
a member of the 2009 Maccabiah Games Team 
USA Juniors baseball team that won a gold 
medal.  He was named the 2011 Southern 
California Jewish Sports Hall of Fame Male High 
School Athlete of the Year.  At 27 Fried seems des-
tined for a long major league career.

ATLANTA BRAVES “JEWISH” ACE 
WINS WORLD SERIES CLINCHING GAME



20                The Jewish Standard, December 2021

We Extend Best Wishes for 
CHANUKAH 

to Our Jewish Friends and Customers 
throughout Metropolitan Toronto and Area

Our Best Wishes to the Community for a 
Joyous Chanukah Celebration 

for Family and Friends

CHAG SAMEACH 

 TO THE JEWISH 

COMMUNITY 

WORLD IN REVIEW 
(Continued from  page 13)

large online booksellers do 
not mass-market books 
promoting terrorism or 
pedophilia,” said Rabbi 
Abraham Cooper, SWC 
associate dean and global 
social action director. “At a 
time of surging antisemitic 
hate crimes here in the US, 
it is beyond the pale that a 
book would be marketed by 
someone who insults the 
memory of six million 
Jewish victims of the Nazi 
genocide.”

NY City Councilman 
Shouts “Jewish motherf—ers” 
 

Omari Shakur, a 
councilman-at-large in 
Newburgh, NY, was visiting a 
constructions site to voice his 
concerns over safety protocols.  
The landlord asked Shakur to 
leave at which point Shakur 
“lost it”.  “You and these 
Jewish motherf—ers think 
you can come in here and take 
over our community.  F—all 
y’all!” he responded. 

Shakur was censured 
at a council meeting and 
Shakur voted with the motion, 
in effect censuring himself.  He 
apologized several times at the 
meeting.  “When those words 
came out of my mouth, I 
regretted them”, he said.  “As a 
child and an activist in the ‘60s 
and ‘70s, the Jewish commu-
nity has been allied with the 
Black community for the 
longest”. 

While several city 
council members told Shakur 
his frustration was legitimate, 
they were not about to excuse 
him for his anti-Semitic rant.  
“This is strictly about antise-
mitic remarks,” said 
Councilwoman Karen Mjeia. 
“This is a community that does 
not tolerate that.” 

Shakur is no stranger 
to controversy.  Also known as 
Raymond Bryant Jr., the 
council member was arrested 
a couple of years ago for failing 
to produce ID and exit his 
vehicle after he was stopped 
for running a red light. 
 
Target and Barnes and Noble 
Remove Books 
 

Following letters of 
protest by the Simon 
Wiesenthal Centre Target 
Corporation and Barnes and 
Noble have removed the book 
“Not Guilty At Nuremberg” by 
Holocaust denier Carlos Porter 
from their shelves.  Online 
bookseller Walmart has also 
stopped selling the book. 

“We assume these 

HAPPY CHANUKAH TO OUR FRIENDS AND 

CUSTOMERS ACROSS THE GTA

We Join in 
Extending  

Best Wishes on 
CHANUKAH 
to Our Jewish 
Friends and 

Customers in the 
GTA
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JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS

In addition to “Not 
Guilty at Nuremberg, other 
books removed include  
the novel “The Auschwitz 
Myth – Legend or Reality?”, 
by Wilhelm Stäglich, a for-
mer officer in the German 
army during World War II 
and a neo-Nazi party mem-
ber, and Germar Rudolf’s  
“A Censorship is Taking 
Place!”, written to protest 
German authorities’ ban on 
h i s  an t i - s emi t i sm a n d  
Holocaust denial, and 
“What is Truth?”, by the 
French Communist Paul

Rassinier, one of the earliest 
Holocaust deniers. 

Both Target and 
Barnes and Noble respond-
ed to the complaint by mak-
ing it clear that they would 
not tolerate “offending 
titles” on their shelves or 
their website. 
 
US Election  
Notes 
 

New Jersey Gov. Phil 
Murphy won re-election in a  
    (Please turn to following page)

HAPPY CHANUKAH TO OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS 

MAY YOUR CELEBRATION BE FILLED WITH HAPPINESS
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HAPPY CHANUKAH TO ALL OUR JEWISH  

CUSTOMERS THROUGHOUT THE GTA

WORLD IN REVIEW 
(Continued from preceding page)

LISA RICHTER WAS  
one of six winners for 
outstanding works in 
Jewish writing.  The 
awards are supported  
by the Israel and Golda 
Koschitzky Centre for 
Jewish Studies at York 
University, Richter won 
the award in poetry for 
her Nautilus and Bone 
(Frontenac House) 
Nautilus and Bone 
chronicles the life and 
work of the radical, 
passionate Russian-
Jewish American poet 
Anna Margolin on her 
path toward self-deter-
mination.  The collection 
of persona poems 
brings to life one of the 
most celebrated Yiddish 
poets of her generation.  
“The Canadian Jewish 
Literary Awards build 
pride, not only in the 
individuals being hon-
oured, but in the cre-
ative achievements that 
reflect Jewish themes 
and ideas,” said 
Edward Trapunski, 
Jury Chair. 

We Wish All Our Jewish Friends 
a Joyous Festival of Lights Celebration

BEST WISHES FOR 
CHANUKAH 
TO ALL OUR 

JEWISH FRIENDS 
AND CUSTOMERS

servative Orthodox Jews.  
He even secured the 
endorsement of the 
Lakewood Vaad, the council 
of Orthodox religious lead-
ers. 

Jacob Frey won re-
election as mayor of 
Minneapolis.  Frey’s opposi-
tion to replacing the city’s 
police department with a 
Department of Public Safety 
resonated with voters. Frey 
is a Reform Jew and attends 
two Reform synagogues in 
Minneapolis, Temple Israel 
and Shir Tikvah, together 
with his wife, who converted. 

In Virginia Republican 
Glenn Youngkin defeated 
former governor Terry 
McAuliffe.  He did so in part 
by making a  concerted 
effort to attract left lean-
ing Jews. His strategy 
seems to have paid off. Exit 
polls showed the new gover-
nor winning 37% of the 
Jewish vote, which translat-
ed into a drop of 10% 
among Jews who supported 
Joe Biden.  With 170,000 
Jews eligible to vote and the 
election so close the number 
of Jews switching appears to 
have been significant.

closely fought battle with 
Republican Jack Ciattarelli.  

What’s interesting is 
that while Murphy could 
count on the state’s Jewish 
progressive voters who rou-
tinely vote Democrat he 
made a concerted effort to 
tap into the politically con-
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We Join in Extending Passover Holiday Greetings to the Jewish Community of 

Metropolitan Toronto and Area. 

May your celebration be blessed with joy and  

happiness for family and friends.

We Join in Extending Greetings for 

CHANUKAH 

to the Jewish Community of Metropolitan Toronto and Area 

May your celebration be a joyous one for family and friends.
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TRY OUR  
STONE BAKED 

GOURMET  
FLATBREAD

MARGHERITA
Fresh Tomato Sauce, Fresh Basil  

Sweet Cherry Tomatoes, Bocconcini & Mozzarella Cheese

CHAG SAMEACH TO THE JEWISH COMMUNITY  
ON THE OCCASION OF CHANUKAH


