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As Jews commemorate the 
epic victory of the Maccabees over 
Antiochus - actually the victory of 
Judaism over Hellenism - it is  
worth considering the constant 
struggle which is still being waged  
- and which could easily still be 
lost - against the inroads among 
Jews of non-Jewish thought.  In 
our joyful emphasis upon the vic-
tory of the Maccabees we are too 
prone to forget that notwithstand-
ing the limited victory won by the 
Hasmoneans, Hellenism captured 
the minds and the imaginations of 
hundreds of thousands of Jews - 
in Egypt, in Greece and indeed in 
all parts of the world.  These Jews  
lost their identity among the non-
Jews whom they imitated and 
they became easy and willing con-
verts to Christianity. 

The tendency among minori-
ties is to follow the customs and 
ideals of the majority among 
whom these minorities live.  
Undoubtedly a considerable share 
of the importance which has been 
attached to the festival of 
Chanukah in recent years has 
been the result of the proximity of 
Christmas and the need to offer a 
Jewish counterpart to the growing 
influence which this Christian fes-
tival exerts upon Jewish children. 
But there is no need for Jews to 
develope out of Chanukah a sort 
of synthesis between the Jewish
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holiday and Christmas.  
Chanukah, celebrated as a Jewish 
Feast of Rededication, is so rich in 
tradition, so colourful in its exter-
nal manifestations, so perfectly 
developed to appeal to children 
that we should devote ourselves to 
the emphasizing the joys of 
Chanukah and just leave to the 
Christians the Christmas celebra-
tion, so full of  meaning to them. 

As Jews take  pride  in  the 
achievements  of  the  Maccabees 
and  the  great  victories  of  the 
spirit  which  they  won,  we  would 
do well to remember that we, too, 
are  engaged  in  a  crucial  battle 
for  survival.    Our  present  
enemy, and we recognize full well 
the  current climate of anti-
Semitism,  is  not   an external  
one.  Ours  is  an  enemy  within  
which bids  us  to  yield  up  our  
Jewish heritage  to  the  Moloch  of 
acquiesence  thereby  diluting  our 
Jewishness  with  the  pablum  of 
conformity,   Only if we resist the 
temptation to avoid the obligations 
which living as Jews impose on us 
and instead follow in the footsteps 
of those dedicated   Jewish leaders 
of the past who created the matrix 
by which Jewish life has been 
shaped, will  we measure  up  to  
the example set by the Maccabees 
in their heroic struggle which we 
commemorate in the Chanukah 
festival. 

Reflections on Chanukah
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NEWS OF THE RECENT PAST IS REVIEWED 
 

By NOAH FREEDMAN
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We Extend Best Wishes for 
CHANUKAH 

to our Jewish Friends and Patients

a Jew”, she quickly added, 
“what happened in Nazi 
Germany is a warning to 
me.  Those in power all 
had the best intentions.  
Also, when they declared 
Jews a danger to ‘public 
health’.  Also when  they 
declared a war against the 
‘virus’ of those times. So 
don’t play with fire by set-
ting aside people in our 
society as a ‘danger to 
public health’. 

Jewish groups 
throughout the country 
were  quick to condemn 
the controversial rabbi’s 
comments.   The Central 
Jewish Board of the 
Netherlands, the country’s 
largest Jewish umbrella 

One would think 
that a rabbi and an arch-
bishop would know better 
than to compare COVID 
restrictions and inaction on 
climate change to the 1930s 
in Germany.  Apparently 
not. 

Rabbi Tamarah 
Benima, a 71-year-old 
Reform rabbi at 
Amsterdam’s modern pro-
gressive Beit Ha’Chidush 
synagogue, acknowledged 
that politicians, scientists 
and doctors dictating 
COVID-19 public health 
measures may “have the 
best intentions.”   'But as

group, said her comparison 
is “contrary to our values 
and shows a complete lack 
of any realism.” The 
Netherlands Association for 
Progressive Judaism 
“strongly rejects the irre-
sponsible and offensive 
comparisons,” the group 
said in a statement. 

Then there are the 
comments by the eminent 

Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Justin Welby. 

Welby told a BBC 
interviewer that failure to 
tackle climate change could 
be “possibly” more disas-
trous than leaders who 
ignored the warnings about 
the Nazis in the 1930s.  The  
current leaders will be 
“cursed” if they don’t act. 
             (Please turn to page11)

ARTHUR KURZWEIL HAS BEEN WRITING BOOKS 
about various aspects of Jewish life for decades, 
among them, “Torah for Dummies”.  But he is also 
known for  his passionate interest in  Jewish 
genealogy and particularly his research into his 
own family’s lineage.  Among the treasures which 
sit in his Long Island home are 4000 dreidels, col-
lected by Eastern European treasure hunters. “I 
look at them”, says Kurzweil, “and I think, what’s 
the history of this?  And when’s the last time some-
body played that game?”  “I wonder what this per-
son’s fate ultimately was”.  Photo Shira Hanau

THE MAN WITH 4000  
DREIDELS
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO 
OTTAWA’S LATE RABBI

(Please turn to page 8)

It has been  almost 
six months since  beloved 
Ottawa Rabbi Reuven Bulka  
passed away at the age of 
77 after being diagnosed 
with advanced stage pan-
creatic and liver cancer. 

I had the great plea-
sure of working with Rabbi 
Bulka when I served as the

national director of commu-
nications for Canadian 
Jewish Congress. One of my 
vivid memories was accom-
panying him to an impor-
tant meeting on Parliament 
Hill. It was winter and easily 
at least 20 degrees below   
zero celcius. I was bundled 
up in my parka, yet Rabbi

has been established. The 
co-chairs are Bram 
Bregman and Ron Prehogan 
and their committee aims to 
give his successor,  Rabbi 
Idan Scher and the syna-
gogue the tools they need to 
build on the foundation of 
success of Rabbi Bulka.

 Bulka merely wore his suit. 
“A little cold never hurt any-
one,” he laughed.   

Bulka was the rabbi, 
and then rabbi emeritus, at 
Ottawa’s Congregation 
Machzikei Hadas for more 
than 50 years. 

In his memory, The 
Rabbi Bulka Legacy Project

LEGACY PROJECT HELPS BUILD ON REUVEN BULKA SUCCESS AT MACHZIKEI HADAS 
 

By MIKE COHEN

��������
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KATIE COURIC  
WASN’T THE FIRST

Controversy has 
erupted over the admission 
by journalist Katie Couric 
that she doctored her 2016 
interview with Supreme 
Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, in order to “pro-
tect” Ginsburg from criti-
cism of her opposition to 
athletes kneeling during the 
national anthem. 

Couric joins a grow-
ing list of authors who have

altered the unflattering 
words of individuals whom 
they admire, in order to 
shield them from embar-
rassment. Presidents 
Franklin D. Roosevelt and 
Harry S. Truman have been

among the prime beneficia-
ries of such unilateral revis-
ing of history. 

One instance involv-
ing Roosevelt concerns 
remarks he made in a pri-
vate meeting on January 22,

We Extend Best Wishes to Our Jewish  Friends and Customers throughout  
Ottawa 

We are always pleased to serve you.

1938, with Rabbi Stephen 
S. Wise, the foremost 
American Jewish leader of 
that era. The only source for 
what they discussed is a 
memorandum that Wise 
dictated shortly afterwards, 
for his private records. 

According to histori-
ans Richard Breitman and 
Allan J. Lichtman, in their 
2013 book, FDR and the 
        (Please turn to page 9)

JOURNALISTS AND HISTORIANS HID COMMENTS ABOUT JEWS BY FDR AND TRUMAN 
 

 By RAFAEL MEDOFF

(Dr. Medoff is director of The David S. Wyman 
Institute for Holocaust Studies, in Washington DC, 
and author of more than 20 books about the 
Holocaust, Zionism, and American Jewish history.)  
The following article appeared in the Jewish Journal 
of Los Angeles. - The Editor
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OTTAWA  
NOSTALGIA

in-law, Mr. and Mrs. 
Bernard Strean. 

Miss Rae Salminoff 
has returned home after 
spending the week-end in 
Montreal where she attend-
ed the marriage of Miss 
Rose Abramovitz to Mr. 
Avram Gould, 

Mrs. Louis Leiff and 
Miss Esther Gottdank were 
joint hostesses at a delight-
fully arranged luncheon in 
honor of Miss Dorothy 
Dover, a bride-elect of this 
season. 

About 30 couples 
attended the annual At 
Home of the Talmud torah 
Alumni held at the Talmud 
Torah hall on Sunday 
evening.  The guests of 
honor were four former stu-
dents, J. C. Horwitz, J. and  
M. Mirsky and J. Lewis, 
who have recently returned 
from college.  Refreshments 
were served by a committee 
of which Mrs. M. Leiff was 
convenor, assisted by the 
Misses Esther and Tseepa 
Shore.

We Extend Best Wishes  for 
CHANUKAH 

to Our Jewish Friends and Customers throughout 
OTTAWA 

We Extend Best Wishes to the Jewish Community of 

OTTAWA 

for a Joyous Chanukah Celebration

The following items are taken from the  June 14th 
1933 edition of The Jewish Standard.  They provide an 
glimpse into Ottawa’s early social and communal life. - The 
Editor

The wedding was 
quietly solemnized on 
Sunday morning at 11:30 
o’clock of Miss Bess Palef, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. S, 
Palef, 187 Clemow Ave., to 
Dr. Charles Hill Spiro, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. J. Spiro, of 
Halifax, Nova Scotia.  Rev. 
J. Mirsky and Cantor J. 
Rabin officiated at the cere-
mony which was attended 
by the immediate family 
only.  Given in marriage by 
her father the bride was 
unattended.  Mr. Sam Palef, 
brother of the bride, was 
best man.   The bride was 
lovely in her gown of pale 
green point esprit and small 
hat of pale green. 

Dr. and Mrs. Wilfred 
Galley have left for Calgary, 
Alberta, where they will be 
the guests of the former’s 
parents.   

Mr. and Mrs. George 
Cramer and Mr. Hy Peason 
have returned to 
Amsterdam,  N.Y. after 
spending a few days with 
the later’s brother and sister- 

BEST WISHES FOR 
CHANUKAH 

TO OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND CLIENTS IN 
OTTAWA



The Jewish  Standard, December 2021                               7              

We Extend Best Wishes to Our Jewish 
Friends and Customers throughout 

OTTAWA 
on the Occasion of 

CHANUKAH 

9374 County Rd. Hwy 17 

Rockland, ON  K4K 1K9   
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In 1978, Time magazine estimated that around 80 
percent of professional American comics were Jewish, and 
Jewish humour remains a foundation stone of modern pop-
ular culture. This book is not intended as a definitive tome 
but is instead a delightful and irreverent celebration of 
great photography and some of the ultimate one-liners of 
the 20th century, ripe in satire, anecdote, self-deprecation 
and irony.  

The book shines a light on those who have dominat-
ed the comedy scene and brought joy to so many through-
out their lives. Featuring a heartfelt and informative intro-
duction by stand-up comedian Bobby Slayton, and a won-
derful selection of one-liners and images edited by Tony 
Nourmand, this book offers a beautiful insight into the life 
and humour of the world’s foremost Jewish comedians 
throughout the ages.  

Featuring comedians including Larry David, Fran 
Lebowitz, Mel Brooks, Bette Midler, Garry Shandling, 
Buddy Hackett, Sid Caesar, Jackie Mason, Gilda Radner, 
Groucho Marx, Lenny Bruce, Rita Rudner, Rodney 
Dangerfield, Joan Rivers, Jerry Lewis, and George Burns, 
the book’s wonderful portraits are accompanied by some of 
the finest and funniest observations.  

The book is published in conjunction with the exhi-
bition of Jewish Comedians at La Térmica Cultural Centre 
in Málaga, Spain, in November 2021. It is the first in a 
series of exhibitions and books celebrating Jewish culture 
in the arts. The series is produced and curated in collabo-
ration with Reel Art Press. 

The book is available at bookstores and at  
https://www.reelartpress.com/catalog/edition/219/a-
small-book-of-jewish-comedians

A TRIBUTE TO THE COMICS  
WHO SHAPED NORTH AMERICA
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JEWISH COMMUNITY OF OTTAWA
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The Rabbi Bulka 
Legacy Project had its roots 
in a project Bregman and 
Prehogan were asked to co-
chair a few years ago com-
memorating the 100th 
anniversary of the syna-
gogue and Rabbi Bulka’s 50 
years of dedicated leader-
ship. Working alongside 
Rabbi Bulka, Rabbi Scher, 
and a few synagogue mem-
bers,  they set out to deter-
mine the exact needs of the 
synagogue for the next 50 
years and hired architects 
and designers to design and 
cost out the project. 

The project included

the renaming of the park 
next door to the synagogue 
as The Rabbi Bulka 
Kindness Park, which was 
dedicated by the City of 
Ottawa at a ceremony at the 
synagogue in October 2019 
attended by many politi-
cians, faith leaders, and 
members of the community 
at-large.  

When COVID hit,  
the project was put on hold. 
After Rabbi Bulka shared 
his devastating diagnosis, 
he said that seeing this pro-
ject through was what 
would be most meaningful 
to him. 

WE ARE PLEASED TO SERVE AND SUPPORT THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF 
OTTAWA

Physiotherapy, Massage Therapy, Custom Orthotics,  

Braces & TCM Acupuncture 

Laser Therapy & Quit Smoking With Laser Therapy 
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289 Greenbank Rd. • 1400 Carling 6150 Hazeldean Rd.  

5035 Innovation Drive • 1399 Wellington St., W 
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We Join in Extending Best Wishes to Our 
 Jewish Friends and Customers in 

OTTAWA  
On the Occasion of 

CHANUKAH

PAYING TRIBUTE TO RABBI BULKA 
(Continued from page 4)
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Mere weeks before 
his passing, the Canadian 
legislature passed a law 
dedicating the third week of 
February every year starting 
in 2022 as National 
Kindness Week in Canada. 
This was the culmination of 
15 years of Rabbi Bulka’s 
tireless efforts to develop 
the concept, and annually 
lead a Kindness Week initia-
tive in Ottawa, then have it 
passed into law provincially 
with Kindness Week in 
Ontario, and then finally 
have it passed into law fed-
erally with National 
Kindness Week in Canada.  

For complete details 
on the project’s goals, go  to 
https://www.rabbibulka.ca

We Extend Best Wishes to Our  
Jewish Friends and Customers in Ottawa 

We are always pleased to serve you.

Jews, the topic of the con-
versation was Palestine. 
Roosevelt believed the coun-
try was incapable of absorb-
ing many more Jewish 
immigrants, so he urged 
Wise to look for “some large 
areas [elsewhere in the 
world] as a second choice 
for the Jews.” Wise dis-
agreed and “parried” with 
FDR about Palestine, 
Breitman and Lichtman 
wrote, citing Wise’s memo-
randum. 

But Breitman and 
Lichtman omitted another 
part of the conversation, in 
which the president blamed 
Poland’s Jews for the rising 
antisemitism in that coun-
try. According to the full 
text of the Wise memo, FDR 
claimed that “the Jewish 
grain dealer and the Jewish 
shoe dealer and the Jewish 
shopkeeper” had been 
undercutting Polish 
Christian merchants, and it 
was this alleged Jewish 
financial subterfuge that 
was provoking Christian 
shopkeepers to demand 
that “the Jew should go.” 

According to the 
memo, Wise protested, 
“But, Chief, this is pure 
Fascist talk”—a surprisingly 
blunt remark, considering

• 
KATIE COURIC 

(Continued from page 5)

that Wise was a passionate 
supporter of President 
Roosevelt and his adminis-
tration. But Wise’s plea had 
no impact on the president. 
He wrote that Roosevelt’s 
remarks were “very painful” 
and “like a blow in the face.” 
Readers of the Breitman -
Lichtman book, like readers 
of Katie Couric’s interview 
with Justice Ginsburg, had

no way of knowing what had 
been omitted. 

President Roosevelt’s 
image has also benefitted 
from another troubling 
omission, this one courtesy 
of the State Department. At 
the Yalta Conference, in 
February 1945, Roosevelt 
mentioned to Josef Stalin 
that he would soon be see-
ing Saudi Arabia’s king, Ibn

Saud. Stalin asked if FDR 
intended to make any con-
cessions to Saud. According 
to the transcript, “The 
President replied that there 
was only one concession he 
thought he might offer and 
that was  to give him the six 
million Jews in the United 
States.”  

But when the State 
  (Please turn to following page)
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Department published the 
transcript in 1955, 
Roosevelt’s unpleasant 
remark about Jews was 
omitted. More than fifty 
years later, a researcher 
discovered that then-
Assistant Secretary of State 
Walter Bedell Smith had 
crossed out the comment 
about Jews prior to publica-
tion, and had written in the 
margin: “Delete this--it is 
not pertinent history.” 

Censors have also 
lent a helping hand to 
FDR’s successor. In a 1945 
memo, President Harry S. 
Truman wrote: “The Jews 
claim God Almighty picked 
'em out for special privilege. 
Well I'm sure he had better 
judgement. Fact is I never 
thought God picked any 
favorites. It is my studied 
opinion that any race, creed 
or color can be God’s 
favorites if they act the part-
-and very few of ‘em do that.” 

The most unflatter-
ing words in that passage 
ended up on the cutting-
room floor. Journalist 
William Hillman was hired 
to assist Truman in prepar-
ing his memoirs and other 
papers for publication. The 
first volume, Mr. President, 
appeared in 1953.  It 
included the 1945 memo-
randum, but the wording 
was changed to read: “I 
never thought God picked 
any favorites. It is my stud-
ied opinion that any race, 
creed or color can be God’s 
favorites if they act the part-
-and very few of ‘em do 
that.” The reference to Jews 
was omitted, presumably to 
protect the former presi-
dent’s reputation. Hillman 
never revealed whether it 
was his idea, or Truman’s, 
to rewrite the historical 
record. 

Katie Couric, to her 
credit, has belatedly admit-
ted what she did. 
Unfortunately, others who 
have done likewise have not 
been  forthcoming about 
their own historical mal-
practice.

We Extend Best Wishes on 
CHANUKAH 

to Our Jewish Friends and Customers in 
OTTAWA 

We Extend Best Wishes for 
CHANUKAH 

 to the Jewish Community of 
Ottawa 
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OTTAWA
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HAPPY CHANUKAH TO ALL OUR 
JEWISH FRIENDS AND CLIENTS IN 

OTTAWA

We Extend Best Wishes for Chanukah to the 

Jewish Community of 

OTTAWA

posed in parts of Belgian 
against slaughtering ani-
mals for meat without first 
stunning them. The 
European Jewish Association 
warned about the “down-
stream consequences that 
the European court of 
Justice ruling carried with 
it” and now those fears have 
proven justified. 

The highest court in 
Greece has ruled against 
allowing ritual slaughter.  
The court said that the 
country must find ways to 
meet the demands of animal 
rights advocates and the 
needs of Jews(and Muslims) 
to follow their traditions. 

“The government 
should regulate the issue of 
slaughtering animals in the 
context of worship in such a 
way as to ensure both the 
protection of animals from 
any inconvenience during  
slaughter and the religious 
freedom of Muslins and Jews 
living in Greece”, the court  
      (Please turn to following page)

WORLD IN REVIEW 
(Continued from page 3)

When asked about 
his use of the word “cursed” 
Welby responded “It was 
consciously a strong word.  
It will be:  people will speak 
of them in far stronger 
terms than we speak today 
of the politicians of the 
30s...because this will kill 
people all around the world 
for generations...It will allow 
genocide on an infinitely 
larger scale.” 

At least Welby had 
the common sense to 
“unequivocally apologize” 
for comparing inaction on 
climate change to the rise of 
Hitler.    “It’s never right”, 
Welby added, “to make com-
parisons with the atrocities 
brought by the Nazis, and 
I’m sorry the offence caused 
to Jews by these words”. 
 
Greek Court Rules 
Against Kosher Slaughter 

 
Last year the 

European Union’s highest 
court upheld the bans im- 
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We Extend Best Wishes to Our Jewish Friends throughout 
OTTAWA 

We wish you continued success in the years ahead. 
It is always our pleasure to serve you.

said. 
Rabbi Menachem 

Margolin, chairman of the 
EJA, said that “what we are 
witnessing is first-rate hy-

pocrisy.  When it comes to 
antisemitism, governments 
and institutions rightly 
stand behind us.  But when 
our beliefs and customs are

Best Wishes to the Jewish Community 

We are always pleased to serve you.

WORLD IN REVIEW 
(Continued from preceding page)

HAPPY CHANUKAH TO ALL OUR JEWISH 

FRIENDS AND PATRONS IN OTTAWA



We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the Jewish Community of 
OTTAWA 

It is always a privilege to serve you.
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attacked right and left by 
laws, they are nowhere to be 
seen.” 
 
NY City Councilman Shouts 
“Jewish motherf—ers” 
 

Omari Shakur, a 
councilman-at-large in 
Newburgh, NY, was visiting a 
constructions site to voice his 
concerns over safety protocols.  
The landlord asked Shakur to 
leave at which point Shakur 
“lost it”.  “You and these 
Jewish motherf—ers think 
you can come inhere and take 
over our community.  F—all 
y’all!” he responded. 

Shakur was censured 
at a council meeting and 
Shakur voted with the motion, 
in effect censuring himself.  He 
apologized several times at the 
meeting.  “When those words 
came out of my mouth, I 
regretted them”, he said.  “As a 
child and an activist in the ‘60s 
and ‘70s , the Jewish commu-
nity has been allied with the 
Black community for the  
         (Please turn to following page)

BEST WISHES TO THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF OTTAWA
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We Extend Best Wishes to Our Jewish Friends throughout 
OTTAWA 

On the Occasion of 
CHANUKAH 

it is beyond the pale that a 
book would be marketed by 
someone who insults the 
memory of six million 
Jewish victims of the Nazi 
genocide.” 

In addition to “Not 
Guilty at Nuremberg, other 
books removed include the 
novel “The Auschwitz Myth 
– Legend or Reality?”, by 
Wilhelm Stäglich, a former 
officer in the German army 
during World War II and a 
neo-Nazi party member, and 
Germar Rudolf’s “A 
Censorship is Taking 
Place!”, written to protest 
German authorities’ ban on 
his antisemitism and 
Holocaust denial, and 
“What is Truth?”, by the 
French Communist Paul 
Rassinier, one of the earliest 
Holocaust deniers. 

Both Target and 
Barnes and Noble respond-
ed to the complaint by mak-
ing it clear that they would 
not tolerate “offending 
titles” on their shelves or 
their website.

WORLD IN REVIEW 
(Continued from preceding page)

longest”. 
While several city 

council members told Shakur 
his frustration was legitimate, 
they were not about to excuse 
him for his anti-Semitic rant.  
“This is strictly about antise-
mitic remarks,” said 
Councilwoman Karen Mjeia. 
“This is a community that does 
not tolerate that.” 
 
Target and Barnes and Noble 
Remove Books 
 

Following letters of 
protest by the Simon 
Wiesenthal Centre Target 
Corporation and Barnes and 
Noble have removed the book 
“Not Guilty At Nuremberg” by 
Holocaust denier Carlos Porter 
from their shelves.  Online 
bookseller Walmart has also 
stopped selling the book. 

“We assume these 
large online booksellers do 
not mass-market books 
promoting terrorism or 
pedophilia,” said Rabbi 
Abraham Cooper, SWC 
associate dean and global 
social action director. “At a 
time of surging antisemitic 
hate crimes here in the US
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HAPPY CHANUKAH TO ALL 

OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS 

THROUGHOUT OTTAWA AND AREA

THE LATE RABBI 
Reuven Bulka’s contri-
bution to Jewish life, 
both at the local level 
and nationally, will be 
felt  long after his  pass-
ing. The editor of The 
Jewish Standard had 
the privilege of meeting 
him on several occa-
sions and his kind and 
gentle demeanor and 
passion for Jewish life 
were always evident.



WE EXTEND BEST WISHES TO THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF 
OTTAWA 

AND TO OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS



BEST WISHES TO THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF OTTAWA
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