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Your Trusted Home Care Partner! 
 

Mobility Assistance • Meal Planning & Preparation • Personal Care 
Medication Reminders • Meaningful Companionship • Light Housekeeping 

Appointment Accompaniment & Outings • And much more 
Follow Us: 

Facebook Twitter Linkedin 
355 Eglinton Ave. W Toronto, ON M5N 1A3 

Phone: 416-488-8777 
www.torontohomecareassistance.ca

WE WISH ALL OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND CLIENTS THROUGHOUT 
METROPOLITAN TORONTO, NORTH YORK, YORK REGION  

AND HALTON-PEEL 
A JOYOUS PASSOVER CELEBRATION



Could Simchas Soon 
Be Back in Britain?
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One of Britain’s top 
immunologists says that 
weddings and bar mitzvahs 
could resume this summer, 
although he stresses that 
caution will have to be taken, 
especially with seniors. 

Professor Danny 
Altman, who is part of a 
panel advising the govern-
ment, says he does “feel less 
bleak  about the future than 
some” because “amazing” 
vaccines are giving the 
country a “degree of head-
room before protection is

completely lost” against 
worrying variants. He 
argues that “there’s no 
excuse for keeping full 
social distancing when we 
are immune and vaccinat-
ed”.  He does worry, howev-
er, that while he is “quite 
impressed with the efficacy 
of vaccines even in older 
people, this is the group 
where there will be most 
variability in the quality of 
the response.” 

What most concerns 
Altman  is the hesitancy 
among some to get the vac-
cine.  He has tried to talk to 
Britain’s strictly Orthodox

Jews many of whom,  like 
their counterparts in Israel,  
see no need to get the vac-
cine or to obey social dis-
tancing.  Vaccine reluctance 
will not yield the high level 
of herd immunity the vari-
ants will require, he warns. 

And so if simchas 
can resume over the sum-
mer, when might life return 
to normal?   Well, not that 
fast, says Altman.  “If you 
ask me where we are head-
ing out of this...We won’t 
kiss goodbye to Covid.  Will 
it be mild and come each 
year? Will we learn to live 
with a certain number of 

deaths a year?  It’s a harsh, 
unforgiving virus.  There’s 
no room for anyone to 
gloat”. 

THE WORLD IN REVIEW
NEWS OF THE RECENT PAST IS REVIEWED 

 
By NOAH FREEDMAN

Sacha Baron Cohen 
Calling it Quits 
 

Facing more law-
suits and afraid to show his 
face in public, Sacha Baron 
Cohen will no longer dress 
up as Borat Sagdiyev, the 
anti-Semitic Kazakh  jour-
nalist that made him 
famous. 

“At some point your 
luck runs out” Borat said in 
            (Please turn to page 18)

Passover is the great Jewish Festival of 
Freedom.  Only in a physical sense, however, 
can we regard ourselves as being fully free. We 
are, all of us, prisoners of fears and frustra-
tions, tensions and anxieties, prejudices and 
suspicions, which deform our souls as surely as 
the whip of the ancient Egyptians and 
Pharoah’s overseers deformed the bodies of our 
Hebrew ancestors.  A corroding hatred corrupts 
us, as individuals and as nations, and limits 
our capacities to live full and meaningful lives.  
We strive endlessly for material and social suc-
cess, dedicating ourselves not to the fulfillment 
of our potential for the pursuit of good but 
rather to the fulfillment of unworthy ambitions 
centering  around public approval and personal 
prestige. 

And yet, the message of Passover is one of 
optimism, both for humanity and for those indi-
viduals who comprise it.  For Passover com-
memorates the escape of our ancient ancestors 
not alone from the physical bondage of their 
persecutors but from the chains which bound

them to the superstitions and primitive ani-
mism of their neighbours.  History tells us how 
completely in the thrall of demons and magic 
the prehistoric world was and how this resulted 
in spiritual poverty.  A myriad of gods infested 
the mountains and the deserts, the fields and 
the forests, the rivers and the streams, each of 
them requiring appeasement.  Then, Moses gave 
the Jews a new concept of god, a God of love and 
morality and law  and even if it failed to bring 
the millennium in its own day it was neverthe-
less a historic landmark in that “search for God” 
which goes on today and which will, we suspect, 
go on until the end of time.  

That we were liberated from at least the 
most primitive superstitions of an earlier time, 
gives us reason to hope that  in the fullness of 
time we may be liberated from the devastating 
impact of our present demons, that we will find 
a new prophet who will bring us an under-
standing of God as revolutionary at that which  
Moses brought to the Israelites many centuries 
ago.

The Significance of  
Passover
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We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the Jewish Communities of 
Metropolitan Toronto, North York, York Region and Halton-Peel 

On the Occasion of 
PASSOVER 

May your Festival of Freedom celebration be a joyous one. 

HOW TO RESPOND TO 
MICHAEL CHE

WRITER SUGGESTS THE RIGHT APPROACH  TO SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE CAST MEMBER 
 

By RABBI SHMULEY BOTEACH

Where Quality and Excellence are Reality! 
Victor/Chris: 416-789-4179 

Email: castleauto@idirect.com 
1117 Castlefield Ave., Toronto, ON 

www.CastleAutoCollision.com

Rabbi Shmuley Boteach, described by  the 
Washington Post  as “the most famous Rabbi in 
America,” is founder of the World Values Network 
and the international best-selling author of 30 
books, including “Judaism for Everyone.”- The 
Editor

 I love watching 
Saturday Night Live. It 
makes me laugh. It’s been a 
godsend during the 
Coronavirus and I’m 
amazed they’ve been able to 
do so many live shows. 

So there I was 
watching a few weeks ago I 
saw Michael Che – the tal-
ented comic who along with 
Colin Jost does the satirical 
news weekly “Weekend 
Update” – as he did a news 
bit about how Israel has 
vaccinated half its popula-
tion. Che deadpanned: “I’m 
going to guess it’s the Jewish

half.” 
I  raised my eye-

brows at the joke and point-
ed it out to my wife Debbie. 
Hmm. That didn’t seem that 
funny. I love Che. I find him 
vastly entertaining. I also 
love that he uses humor to  
eviscerate racists. But that 
joke sounded to me like… 
well, like maybe he meant

it. Che was saying that 
Israel is not vaccinating its 
Arab citizens and cares 
more about its Jews. 

I thought to myself, 
Che often does humor 
about inequities and racism 
in American society. So it 
looks like he’s buying into a 
narrative that Israel looks 
after its “white” Jewish pop-

ulation but not its darker-
skinned Arab and 
Palestinian citizens. 

What a shame. How 
unfortunate that a good guy 
like him thinks that. 
Apparently, we Jews have 
done a poor job educating 
the world about how Israel 
has 3 million Arab citizens 
who enjoy greater freedoms 
than in any country in the 
Middle East. As for the coro-
navirus, about 70 percent of 
Israeli Arabs over 60 have 
now been vaccinated. As for 
Jews in Israel being white, 
          (Please turn to page 10)
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R E V I V I N G  T H E  C J C

HAPPY PASSOVER TO THE COMMUNITY 

AND TO OUR JEWISH STUDENTS AND PARENTS

in Toronto’s Globe and Mail: 
“On March 16, 1919, 209 
Canadian Jews gathered in 
the Monument National 
Theatre in Montreal to take 
part in the founding of the 
Canadian Jewish Congress. 
This was, at the time, a 
country of quotas, restric-
tions and boycotts. It was 
and would, for most of the 
next 50 years, remain a 
nation blanketed by a sti-
fling and seemingly impene-
trable antisemitism and 
xenophobia.” 

The so-called 
“Parliament of Canadian

Jewry” had a unique struc-
ture that provided for 
Canada-wide representa-
tion. Delegates from nation-
al, regional and local Jewish 
organizations as well as 
synagogues and service 
clubs from across the coun-
try were able to have mean-
ingful input into national 
and regional policy through 
regular local meetings, 
regional conferences and 
annual consultations cul-
minating in a plenary 
assembly every three years. 
Although this was a com-
plex process, especially at 
           (Please turn to page 8)

ORIGINAL ARTICLE GENERATED INTENSE INTEREST IN THE CANADIAN JEWISH CONGRESS BRAND 
 

By  JACK SILVERSTONE AND MIKE COHEN

Had it not been dis-
solved in 2011, the 
Canadian Jewish Congress 
(CJC) would have celebrated 
its 100th anniversary last 
year as an organization rec-
ognized and respected 
worldwide for its strong and 
successful advocacy role. 

At a time when acts 
of intolerance in an unsta-
ble world seem only to be 
growing worse, we believe 
there is an important role 
for a body like CJC. While 
existing Jewish organiza-
tions  serve the community 
well, none can truly present 

itself as being democratical-
ly elected. 

CJC stood out from 
the time of its founding in 
Montreal in 1919 for exactly 
that. Its officers were not 
appointed, but rather elect-
ed. Triennial plenary 
assemblies allowed for 
members of the Jewish 
community from coast to 
coast to register as dele-
gates and vote for represen-
tatives as well as on policy 
matters. Their work was 
vital. As historian and for-
mer CJC national president 
Professor Irving Abell stated
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We Extend Passover Holiday Greetings to the 
 Jewish Community of the GTA. 

May your Festival of Freedom celebration be a joyous occasion for family and friends. 

Local - Canada - USA 
Enclosed Door to Door Service 

Classic Cars, Autos, Motorcycles, Race Cars 
Indoor Storage Available 

 
11 City View Drive, Etobicoke, ON M9W 5A5 

437-889-3263   1-888-536-8062 
www.tfxinternational.com

and Jewish culture and tra-
dition outside of Israel 
proves to be challenging. “I 
wanted to find a way to 
make Hebrew more accessi-
ble and help teach and con-
nect my children to my 
roots,” he said. 

Amit moved to 
Toronto in 2014, and he 
found a full-time job as a 
market researcher, special- 
          (Please turn to page 15)

It has been seven 
years since Amit Louis 
moved to Toronto from 
Israel and he is making his 
mark.   
 Coming from Israel 
and adjusting to life in 
Toronto has been a life 
changing experience for 
Amit, founder of Lee Laa 
Lou Inc. For Amit and many 
other Israelis living abroad, 
staying connected to Israeli

HEBREW
CULTURE

TORONTO FAMILY MAKES HEBREW CULTURE  
FUN AND ACCESSIBLE  

 
By MIKE COHEN
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We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the Jewish Communities of 
Metropolitan Toronto, North York, York Region and Halton-Peel on 

PASSOVER 
We are always pleased to serve you with strict COVID protocols in place 

STAY WELL! 

We Join in Wishing the  
Jewish Community of the GTA  

a Joyous Passover Celebration for  
family and friends.

the national level, given the 
vast size of the country, it 
provided for a truly valuable 
mechanism for discussion 
and policy-making on criti-
cal issues. With the advent 
of online meetings, it is easy 
to surmise that a continued 
CJC would have been able 
not only to maintain but 
also to expand its grass-
roots consultative role in 
the finest democratic tradi-
tion. 

Largely for this rea-
son, as well as for the excel-
lence and professionalism 
of CJC’s representations, 
the doors of government 
officials of all political 
stripes—federally, provin-
cially and across the 
world—opened widely for 
CJC delegations. The same 
was true for diplomatic mis-
sions and international 
organizations.

CJC was constantly 
in the news with its proac-
tive approach when it came 
to denouncing and combat-
ing antisemitism, racism 
and Holocaust denial, 
ensuring that Nazi war 
criminals in our midst were 
brought to justice, standing 
up for Israel, and reaching 
out to small Jewish commu-
nities scattered throughout 
the country. For decades 
CJC spearheaded advocacy 
for Jews who desperately 
needed help in the former 
Soviet Union, Ethiopia, Syria 
and elsewhere and it was 
the founder of The Jewish 
Immigrant Aid Society. 

At the same time, 
C J C  w a s  v e r y  m u c h  a  
human-rights organization. 
This was perhaps best 
exemplified in its legal in-
terventions in significant 
court proceedings and com-

REVIVING THE CANADIAN JEWISH CONGRESS 
(Continued page 6)

www.walkingmobility.com • email: northyork@wmclinics.com

Liquid/Frozen Pasteurized  
Egg Products-ESL 

Liquid Egg/Pre-cooked Egg Patties 
& Omelets 

 
www.globalegg.com •  www.eggsolutions.com 

 
283 Horner Ave., Etobicoke, Ontario 

416-231-2309 
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BEST WISHES FOR PASSOVER TO ALL OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS

 HAPPY PASSOVER TO THE  

JEWISH COMMUNITY OF THE GTA

attention on organizing a 
series of lectures related to 
themes from CJC’s decorat-
ed past. These can be orga-
nized virtually and we hope 
to roll some news soon. CJC 
was an organization that 
truly had a voice in every 
corner of the country and 
we strongly believe that this 
is needed again. 

Today we believe 
that the name and, even 
more importantly, the mis-
sion of the Canadian Jewish 
Congress are missed. The 
void of its departure from 
the Canadian scene has not 
been filled. Over a century 
after its founding and a 
decade after its demise, per-
haps the time has come to 
reconstitute this exception-
al organization. 

Ottawa resident 
Jack Silverstone served as 
national executive director 
and general counsel and 
then as executive vice-presi-
dent of CJC from 1985 to 
2003. Mike Cohen of 
Montreal was CJC’s national 
director of communications 
from 1988 to 1999.

missions of inquiry. In more 
than thirty major cases, the 
organization was able to 
assemble top legal talent 
from across most regions of 
the country to participate 
on its behalf. 

We originally wrote 
this article for the Toronto 
and Montreal editions of 
The Jewish Standard maga-
zine and posted it online. 
The response was well 
beyond what we could  have  
imagined. In fact, it has 
resulted in an extraordinary 
reunion of CJC leaders from 
the past two decades from 
coast to coast. We have 
already met via Zoom twice. 
Joining us for the second call 
were some leading recent uni-
versity graduates who 
expressed great interest in a 
CJC  revival.  We had so 
many CJC alumni eager to 
be part of the second call,  we 
had to establish a waiting 
list. 

A blog  (https://cjc 
1919.blogspot.com) has 
been launched to document  
our exchanges. Initially the 
consensus is to focus our 
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We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the  

Jewish Community 

for a Joyous Passover Celebration 

for  Family and Friends.

Israel has a large Black 
Jewish population which it 
brought to freedom in dar-
ing military operations from 
Ethiopia. And there are mil-
lions of Israeli Jews who 
hail from Arab and Muslim 
countries, like my father 
who was born in Iran and 
who came to Israel as a 
teenager, who enrich 
Israel’s multicultural soci-
ety. 

So how can we have 
failed to inform mainstream 
African-American personali-
ties like Michael Che of 
these truths? 

We can, of course, 
accuse Che of anti-
Semitism. Many, stupidly, 
already have and even 
called for the firing of who-
ever wrote the joke. But is 
that fair? Does Che have 
any history of anti-
Semitism? To paraphrase 
Abraham, will a just com-
munity not itself practice 
justice? 

What we in the 
Jewish community don’t
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want to accept is that our 
natural allies and friends in 
the African-American com-
munity are increasingly 
being told that Israel is a 
racist country that practices 
apartheid. And rather than 
respond intelligently and 
factually, we’re just assum-
ing that we can’t win these 
arguments in the market-
place of ideas. 

I  saw it with our 
own  2001 Champions of 
Jewish Values Gala.   We 
were honored to hold an 
evening dedicated to 
African-American and 
Jewish friendship, with 
celebrities like Steve Harvey 
and Dionne Warwick joining 
the festivities. 

Linda Sarsour tried 
to publicly discourage some 
from participating in the 
event. Evidently, the friend-
ship between the Jewish 
and Black communities is 
not something she would 
encourage. But for the most 
part, she failed. 

Because, the truth  

RESPONDING TO MICHAEL CHE 
(Continued from page 5)

We Wish the Jewish Community of 

Metropolitan Toronto and Area 

A Joyous Passover Celebration
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We Wish All Our  
Friends and Patients 

a Joyous Passover Celebration

We At  
Guild Electric 

 Extend Best Wishes to the 
Jewish Community of Metropolitan Toronto 

 and Area 
On the Occasion of 

PASSOVER 
 

Electrical & Communication Contractors to 
Industry, Commerce, Traffic & Institutions 

470 Midwest Road, Scarborough, 
 ON M1P 4Y5 
416-288-8222 

www.guildelectric.com 
EST 1954

is, we have great friends in 
the African-American com-
munity who love and sup-
port us, just as we love and 
support them. 

So why would we be 
silly enough to attack 
Michael Che as an anti-
Semite when we can be far 
more effective respecting 
him and giving him the 
facts? 

He told an unfortu-
nate and offensive “joke” 
about Israel. It was a blun-
der. Instead of attacking, 
let’s turn it into a teachable 
moment and engage him in 
a dialogue. 

Fact: The Jewish 
people taught the world in 
our Bible that every human 
being is created equally in 
the image of God, regardless 
of race, color, or creed. 

Fact: The greatest 
American of the 20th centu-
ry, Martin Luther King, Jr., 
used the Hebrew prophets – 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Micah, 
Zechariah, and Amos – as 
the inspiration for countless 
speeches in the civil rights 
movement. He leveraged the 
Bible as a liberation mani-
festo to fight Jim Crow and 
segregation. 

Fact: Israel is the 
only democracy in the 
Middle East, with the sole 
exception of Tunisia. 

Fact: Israel’s Arab 
citizens enjoy all rights that 
Jewish citizens enjoy, and 

in addition are not drafted 
into the military as Jews 
are. This is notable because 
during Vietnam many in the 
African-American commu-
nity pointed out the 
inequity of Black Americans 
being drafted at a propor-
tionately much higher rate 
than white Americans. In 
Israel, it’s the Jews who are 
drafted and must fight. 

Fact: 70% of Israeli 
Arabs over 60 have already 
received the coronavirus 
vaccine. 

Fact: It is true, and 
should be acknowledged, 
that some of Israel’s Arab 
citizens have questionable 
faith in the vaccine because 
they don’t trust the govern-
ment. Israel must acknowl-
edge this and do its utmost 
through education to 
impress upon them the effi-
cacy of the vaccine. 

Fact: The 1995 Oslo 
Accords stipulate that the 
Palestinian Authority is 
responsible for Palestinians 
living in the West Bank and 
Gaza. Even so, Israel has 
already transferred to the 
Palestinian Authority sever-
al thousand doses for its 
health employees and has 
agreed to vaccinate about 
100,000 Palestinians who 
are employed by Israel. 

None of this means 
that Michael Che has no 
right to criticize or question 
      (Please turn to following page) 

Proudly family owned & operated 
 since 1994 

  
549 Bronte Rd, Oakville 

 905-825-5335 
 154 Norseman St. Etobicoke 

 416-237-965  
info@accessabilities.ca 
 www.accessabilities.ca 

We can help you with your home healthcare needs 
                      & we’ll do it with a smile.

 Wishing everyone in Jewish Communities 
 across the GTA great health and prosperity 

      this Passover  season and always. 
From your friends at:
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Israel a cancer and a tumor. 
He is a comic on one of 
America’s most influential 
shows who probably is sim-
ply misguided about Israeli 
society. 

The response is to 
tell him, we get the attempt 
at humor. However, while 
this is not your intention, 
your joke unwittingly per-
petuates the false notion 
that Israel doesn’t care 
about its Arab brothers and 
sisters. Nothing can be fur-
ther from the truth. 

Israel just signed 
historic agreements with 
the UAE, Morocco, Bahrain, 
and Sudan. Tens of thou-
sands of Israelis are flock-
ing to Dubai where they are 
openly welcomed by their 
Arab hosts. Likewise, Israel 
withdrew from territory 
three times its size in Sinai 
to have peace with Egypt 
and has peace treaties with 
           (Please turn to page 14)
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Israel. Of course he does. 
Israel is an open and free 
society where public criti-
cism is the national pas-
time. It does mean, howev-
er, that Israel can respect-
fully respond to Che with 
facts, opening a dialogue 
that will hopefully bring 
light to these critical issues. 

King Solomon 
famously said there is a 
time for war and a time for 
peace. The Jewish commu-
nity has some real enemies, 
like Hamas, who have a 
charter that seeks our peo-
ple’s annihilation. 

But why would we 
be silly enough to place all 
critics in the same boat and 
assume that they wish us 
ill? 

I  do not believe that 
is the case with Michael 
Che. He is not Louis 
Farrakhan who calls Jews  
termites. He is not the gov-
ernment of Iran which calls 

RESPONDING TO MICHAEL CHE 
(Continued from preceding page)
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RESPONDING TO MICHAEL CHE 
(Continued on page 12)

We Extend  
Best Wishes for 

PASSOVER 
to the Jewish 

Community of the GTA

Palestinian brothers and 
sisters in particular. 

Michael, I would say 
to him, you’re a good man. 
Every week on national TV, 
you fight racism, bigotry, 
and racial prejudice. And 
you do so with humor and 
good cheer. I’m impressed.  
Look to the Jewish people 
as your natural allies in 
that struggle. We too know

We Extend Best Wishes to the 

Jewish Community and to 

Our Jewish Residents 

On the Occasion of 

PASSOVER

and the  
Goldfinger Family 

 
 

www.canadasportswear.com 

We Wish All Our Friends 
a Joyous Passover Celebration

We  Extend 
Best Wishes for 

PASSOVER 
to the Jewish Community 

of the GTA 
May your Festival of 

Freedom celebration be a 
joyous occasion.

MOSHEN RABBANI, A 
suspect in the 1994 
bombing of the Buenos 
Aires Jewish centre, 
has denied any person-
al involvement in the 
attack or that of his 
country.  Rabbani was 
the cultural attaché in 
Argentina at the time of 
the bombing.  He also 
claimed that the late 
prosecutor Alberto 
Nisman was murdered 
because he did not 
have evidence to prove 
that Iran was involved 
in the bombing.  “Who 
killed Nisman? Why 
don’t they let people in 
Argentina know the 
truth”, he said in a 
radio interview from 
Tehran. Based on 
Nisman’s investigation 
six Iranians have been 
on Interpol’s most 
wanted list. Pictured 
above is a plaque in the 
Buenos Aires subway 
stop closest to the 
Jewish centre with the 
names of the 87 people 
who died. 

IRAN STILL  
PEDDLES  

NONSENSE ON 
AMIA ATTACK

Jordan and the Oslo 
accords with the Palestinian 
Authority. It did all this 
because it wants peace and 
goodwill with its Arab  
neighbors in general and its
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We Join in Wishing Our Jewish Friends 

and Customers Across the GTA 

A Joyous Passover Celebration

We Extend Best Wishes for 

PASSOVER 

to the Jewish Community of the GTA. 

May your celebration be a joyous occasion.

what it’s like to be 
maligned. We too know 
what it’s like to be misrepre-
sented. And we too know 
what it’s like to have people 
make what would seem to 
be innocuous jokes but 
which often lead to situa-
tions that are anything but 
funny.

HAPPY PASSOVER 

 
BEST WISHES  

TO OUR CUSTOMERS AND FRIENDS

izing in branding and story-
telling. However, things did 
not work out as he planned. 
“I was let go and found 
myself unemployed driving 
for Uber, and tutoring ele-
mentary school kids in 
Hebrew while trying to fig-
ure out what to do with my 
life,” he explains.  

In 2016 Amit found 
his place at a Jewish non-
profit in Toronto as a mar-
keter and later in communi-
ty engagement. “Shortly 
after COVID hit, I lost my 

job once again,” he noted. 
“It’s been challenging for 
me; I lost two jobs in six 
months in 2016, and my 
last one shortly after COVID 
hit in 2020. That wasn’t 
easy.” 

Amit’s passion lies 
in education and this is 
what brought him to 
Canada. “I wanted to 
become a university profes-
sor, and even completed two 
years in a PhD program, 
before realizing that acade- 
           (Please turn to page 17)

• 
HEBREW CULTURE 

(Continued from page 7)

And if you’ve got 
time Michael for a coffee, 
well, a few weeks ago I was 
given a shout-out on SNL 
when they mentioned 
“Rabbi Shmuley.” My kids 
loved it. So I assume you 
know where to find me. 

One way or another, 
let’s talk.
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We Extend Best Wishes for 

PASSOVER 

to our Jewish Friends and Patients. 

May your celebration be a joyous one for all  your loved ones.
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CHAG SAMEACH  
to all our Friends and Customers across the GTA 

 

 

 
 Comfort Beds    
 Power Chairs 
 Super Bars 
 Wheelchairs 
 Scooters 

 Bed Rails 
 Ramps 

  And many 
more safety 
devices 

 
 

Call us (905) 780  3337 

mia wasn’t the right place 
for me at that time”.   

The idea of the stick-
ers came to Amit one day 
when he was looking at a 
set of stickers his former 
colleague brought from 
Israel. “It turns out that 
Hebrew educational stick-
ers are very hard to come 
by, especially ones that are 
modern, fun and engaging,” 
he said.  

It became something 
Amit wanted to create for 
his daughter as a way to 
stay connected to Hebrew 
and Israel.  “As someone 
who didn’t grow up in 
Canada, it’s extremely 
important for me to teach 
my children about Jewish 
Israeli culture, traditions 
and Hebrew,” he said. “I 
wanted to do it in a way that 
bridges both languages 
English and Hebrew) and 

HEBREW CULTURE 
(Continued from page 15)

do it in a fun and engaging 
way – from this Lee Laa Lou 
was born.   

“Lee Laa Lou was 
created for the love of learn-
ing,” he adds.  “Our prod-
ucts and content bring to 
life languages, cultures and 
traditions in a fun and edu-
cational way. The initial 
idea was to take the concept 
of the age-old classroom 
sticker and turn it into 
something modern and 
unique that makes learning 
languages and cultures 
more accessible to kids.”  

During those two 
years Amit worked closely 
with multiple illustrators 
and designers to create 
these educational stickers.  
What makes Lee Laa Lou’s 
stickers unique is the way

in which each sticker brings 
together Hebrew, English 
and the transliterated 
Hebrew word through mod-
ern, clean, and beautiful 
illustrations.   

Lee Laa Lou Inc. 
caters to schools, parents, 
and anyone looking for fun 
educational activities. “We 
began to work with different 
community organizations 
that are looking to engage 
and connect with their 
members in a meaningful 
way,” Amit says.  “Most 
recently, we started creating 
custom kits that are mailed 
directly to community mem-
bers. They have been get-
ting fantastic feedback. 
Currently the company is 
developing unique learning

kits to offer customers on 
their website and their 
vision is to start offering 
educational stickers and 
content in other languages.” 

It is a family run 
business; all the operations 
are being conducted from 
their home. “We would love 
to hear from more families, 
educators and community 
organizations about how we 
can help make their learn-
ing more fun and engaging,” 
Amit says. “If you want to 
learn a new Hebrew word 
each week, follow Lee Laa 
Lou on social media and 
visit their website to view 
their unique stickers and 
growing collection of educa-
tional worksheets you can 
download for free.” To learn 
more, visit leelaalou.com or 
find them on social media 
@leelaaloustickers. 
    (Please turn to following page)
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We Extend Best Wishes on the Occasion of 
PASSOVER 

to Our Jewish Friends throughout the GTA. 

HAGGADAH COM-
PANION: Meanwhile, just in 
time for Passover, Louis has 
launched a product called 
the Haggadah Companion.   
He created this fun  and 
educational activity booklet 
to teach kids about the 15 
steps of the Passover Seder. 
It has 20 modern and beau-
tifully designed pages filled 
with educational games, 
Hebrew spelling, and other 
fun activities. The 
Haggadah Companion is 
great by itself, as a fun edu-
cational activity that helps 
kids learn about the 15 

steps of the Passover Seder 
and at the Seder table to 
keep kids engaged and 
entertained while reading 
the Haggadah. “We designed 
this booklet to be used with 
our Hebrew letters, and 
numbers stickers,” Louis 
says. “Using it with our 
stickers adds another ele-
ment of fun, and learning 
opportunities for kids.” 

Info at:https://lee 
laa l o u . c o m /products/ha
ggadah-companion. 

Items of interest? 
Email Mike Cohen at 
info@mikecohen.ca 

HEBREW CULTURE 
(Continued from preceding page)

AMIT, WIFE RHONDA GIBEROVITCH AND THEIR 
children Mia and Ben

• 
WORLD IN REVIEW 

(Continued from page 4)
an interview on NPR. When 
filming a sequel last year to 
the 2006 “Borat” film, he 
was  adv ised  that  he 
should wear a bullet proof 

vest to a gun rally.  “I was 
very aware that once the 
crowd realized that I was a  
fake, that it could turn real-
ly  ugly  and i t  could be 

We Join in Extending Best Wishes  
to Our Jewish Friends throughout  
Metropolitan Toronto and Area on 

PASSOVER
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Happy Passover to All Our 
Jewish Friends and Customers 

Across the GTA

We  Extend 
Best Wishes for 

PASSOVER 
to the Jewish Community 

of the GTA 
May your Festival of 

Freedom celebration be a 
joyous occasion.

Moore, the disgraced former 
candidate for the Senate in 
Alabama, who was a “guest” 
on Cohen’s Showtime series 
“Who is America?”  Cohen 
appeared as an Israeli ter-
rorism  expert who came 
with what he called a  
pedophile detecting device 
that beeped when it came 
near Moore, who has been 
accused of assaulting multi-
ple women. 

In 2019 Cohen 
addressed the Anti-
Defamation League confer-
ence and labelled social 
media  “the greatest propa-
ganda machine in history”.  
He has been especially criti-
cal of Facebook CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg accusing him of 
helping to spread Holocaust 
denial. 

Ironically,  Sacha 
Baron Cohen’s new Borat 
film took top honours at 
this year’s Golden Globe 
Awards. Borat Subsequent 
Moviefilm, released nearly 
15 years after the hit first 
installment, was named 
best musical or comedy 
film. Baron Cohen also won 
best actor for his role as the 
lead character.  
 
Anti-Semitic  
Homework Assignment 
 

The seven-year old 
son of Joanne Bell was 
given a homework assign-
ment.  His mother was 
appalled when she noticed 
that the assignment 
involved learning about the 
part Jews played in the 
killing of Jesus.   The seven-
year old was to watch a 
slide titled “The Trial of 
Jesus” which claimed that 
“the Jewish leaders wanted 
Jesus to be found guilty” 
and “paid people to lie 
about him”.  Jews, the slide 
continued, had Jesus taken 
to Pontius Pilate on charges 
of insulting God. 

Bell, who has been 
a long time activist against 
all forms of anti-Semitism,

really dangerous,” he said. 
Borat faced a law-

suit stemming from “Borat 
2” when the daughter of a 
Holocaust survivor claimed 
that her mother, who died 
before the film came out, 
was “horrified” that Borat 
had tricked her into appear-
ing in a comedy.  Another 
lawsui t  came f rom Roy 

WORLD IN REVIEW 
(Continued from page 11)

HAPPY PASSOVER 
to the  

Jewish Community  
of the GTA

wrote on Twitter: “Got to 
love Britain, doing my 
child’s RE home-schooling 
today.  Why not teach the 
Blood Libel, hey”. She then 
added. sarcastically, “what

harm has it ever done to 
portray Jews as blood-
thirsty and solely responsi-
ble for the death of the 
beloved son of G-d, I am in 
    (Please turn to following page)
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the Australian state govern-
ment make it a criminal 
offence to display Nazi sym-
bols.  “It is important to 
send a clear message to the 
community”, said Caulfield 
MP David Southwick, “that 
the Nazi symbolism is not 
acceptable in any form, and 
has wide ranging, negative 
social effects.”  The Victoria 
police would be given 
enhanced powers to enforce 
the regulations. 

The committee also 
heard from witnesses who 
stressed that it is vitally 
important to prevent racism 
in schools.  Targeting preju-
dice in early schooling, they 
argued, helps to ensure that 
it does not become 
entrenched and systemic in 
future years.  

Ninety year old 
Holocaust survivor Irma 
Hanner welcomed the devel-
opment  but lamented that 
“they should have done it a 
long time ago.” 
                (Please see page 21) 

shock.  This for seven-year 
olds.” 

Chris Spolton, who 
runs the Topmarks educa-
tional website, apologized 
for the assignment and 
pulled it offline.   Explaining 
why the passage had been 
written, Mr Spolton said: 'I 
was young and naive. It was 
written circa twenty years 
ago based on books found 
in the local library, and the 
dated images were down-
loaded clip art.” 

The teacher who 
gave the assignment also 
apologized to Bell. 

Jewish groups in 
England slammed Topmarks  
for claiming that the ques-
tion had been presented as  
a “factual education”.  
 
Banning 
Nazi Symbols 
 

A Victorian govern-
ment inquiry into anti-vilifi-
cation protections has 
strongly recommended that 
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WORLD IN REVIEW 
(Continued from preceding page)

Discover Toronto’s Best Catch For 

Quality & Value

Sushi, Quality Tuna & Salmon, 

Live Lobsters, Oysters, Shrimps, 

Octopus, Fresh Sea Bass & More! 

FOR PASSOVER 

Gefilte Fish  

Freshly ground pickerel, pike, whitefish 

and salmon(combinations made to order) 

Open to The Public 

2929 Dufferin St.(South of Yorkdale Mall) 

www.cityfishmarket.ca

416-256-7373
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We Join in Extending Best Wishes  
to the Jewish Community on 

PASSOVER 
May your Festival of Freedom celebration be a 

 joyous one for family and friends.

HAPPY PASSOVER TO THE   
JEWISH COMMUNITY OF THE GTA 
AND TO OUR JEWISH CUSTOMERS

had a “very successful 
career” and was “held in 
high esteem amongst the 
Jewish community”.  “My 
ex-husband appears as a 
normal, well-groomed man, 
the social guy that would 
buy a round of drinks...a 
nice guy if you saw him in 
shul on Rosh Hashanah 
who would proudly wear a 
tallit on his back and shake 
your hand or wish you 
mazel tov on all your latest 
achievements and others.” 

JWA research indi-
cates that Jewish women 
take about two years longer 
to report abuse than the 
national average - some 
11.5 years to about 9.5.  
Still the rise in domestic 
abuse in the Jewish com-
munity during the pandem-
ic was in line with nation-
wide figures. 

Domestic Abuse 
On the Rise in England 
 

The number of 
Jewish domestic abuse vic-
tims  asking for support in 
Great Britain has surged by 
12 per cent during the pan-
demic.  The Jewish 
Women’s Aid(JWA) has been 
helping as many as 150 
women every month since 
last April.   

Part of the problem 
facing Jewish women is the 
inability to get out of the 
house during Shabbat and 
the Chagim because shuls 
have been forced to close.  
“Leaving an abusive rela-
tionship is probably the 
hardest thing anyone is ever 
going to have to do, particu-
larly when you’re finding it 
hard even just to get to the 
shop or home-school your 
kids”, says Karen Lewis, 
client services manager for 
JWA.  “This is increasing 
the time that they’re 
remaining in a dangerous or 
unsafe situation.” 

One woman, who 
actually had the courage to 
flee her home, said that she 
had been living with a 
“monster”. She even feared  
for her life.  Yet her abuser 
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“the leader in secure cheque writing for over 55 years” 

www.jpoulet.com  • jpoulet@jpoulet.com 

49 Denham Drive, Richmond Hill 

905-889-6163

We Join in Wishing Our  

Jewish Friends and Clients 

A Joyous Passover Celebration

  A poll in Great 
Britain has found that 21 
percent of Black Britons 
believe Jews have a dispro-
portionately high level of 
control over the global 
banking system, 15 percent 
over the global media and 
    (Please turn to following page)

Blacks in Britain 
Suspicious of Jews
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We Wish All Our Jewish Friends and 
Customers  throughout the GTA 
a Joyous Passover Celebration.

We Wish all Our Jewish Friends 
and Customers Across the GTA 
A Joyous Passover celebration.

WORLD IN REVIEW 
(Continued from preceding page)

16 percent over the global 
entertainment and music 
sector.  For the rest of the 
population the percentages 
were 11, 6 and 7 respectively. 

Social integration 
was also found to be a fac-
tor.  Black “bonders”, Black 
people who say at least half, 
most or all of their friends 
were Black,   were more 
likely to believe that Jews 
disproportionately con-
trolled these industries 
than Black “bridges”, those

Blacks who say few of their 
close friends are Black. 

Rakib Essan, a 
research fellow at the Henry 
Jackson Society, which 
commissioned the survey, 
called the results “striking”.  
“The unfortunate reality”, he 
said, “is that British anti-
Semitism is more prevalent 
in specific racial and reli-
gious minorities - especially 
their less integrated ele-
ments.” 
            (Please turn to page 24)

We Join in Wishing the Jewish Communities 
of Metropolitan Toronto, North York 

and York Region  
a Joyous Passover Celebration

THE UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO’S INSTITUTE OF 
Islamic Studies, Department of History, and 
Centre for the Study of the United States recently 
co-hosted “Liberated Students in a Colonised 
Campus: Reflections on the Palestinian 
Experience at the University of Toronto.”  To pro-
mote the event the University displayed a custom 
image showing a person holding a sign that 
reads, ‘HEARING PALESTINE”, surrounded by a 
number of figures.  One of those figures was 
Ghassam Kanafani, a leading member of the 
Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, a 
designated terrorist entity in Canada.  Kanafani 
forged connections between PFLP and the far left 
Japanese Red Army and in so doing facilitated 
the 1972 massacre at Lod Airport in which the 
two groups murdered 26 civilians.  Kanafani was 
assassinated by Mossad on July 8th, 1972. “The 
university of Toronto has an antisemitism prob-
lem,” said Michael Mostyn, Chief Executive 
Officer of B’nai Brith Canada. “It is morally 
grotesque that the University is advertising an 
event using the sympathetic portrayal of a terror-
ist whose group has been responsible for so many 
murders, airplane hijackings and suicide bomb-

B’NAI BRITH CALLS OUT 

U OF T FOR USING IMAGE OF 

NOTORIOUS TERRORIST TO PUBLICIZE EVENT



We Join in Extending Best Wishes for 

PASSOVER 

to All Our Jewish Friends and Customers 

throughout the GTA 
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We Join in Extending Passover Holiday Greetings to the Jewish Community of  

Metropolitan Toronto and Area. 

May your celebration be blessed with joy and  

happiness for family and friends.
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Lantic
Sweet by nature

Montreal, Taber, Toronto, Vancouver
www.LanticRogers.com

www.TheMapleTreat.com

         
 We Extend Greetings to the Jewish CommunityOn the Occasion of Passover

26-36 Advance Road 

Etobicoke, ON 

416-239-3031 

www.dimpflmeierbakery.com

HAPPY PASSOVER 

TO ALL OUR JEWISH FRIENDS 

THROUGHOUT THE GTA

CARTOONS IN SOME ARAB PUBLICATIONS 
vilify Israel, the United States and, with increas-
ingly frequency those Arab nations entering into 
peace deals with Israel.  In the above cartoon, 
reprinted in MEMRI Arabs follow Netanyahu like 
blind ducklings to perish in the sea of "normaliza-
tion" (Al-Quds Al-Arabi, London)

We Wish All Our Jewish Friends  
throughout the GTA 

A Joyous Passover Celebration

BEST WISHES FOR PASSOVER

people of Wisconsin, who 
has been more interested in 
peddling in conspiracy theo-
ries and appealing to our 
worst instinct and impuls-
es”.  Lasry, 33, who is 
senior  vice-president of the 
basketball team, highlight-
ed how he joined the Bucks’ 
players last year in anti-
racism protests...While Eric 
Trump’s wife Lara is seri-
ously considering a run for 
the North Carolina senate, 
Ivanka Trump has ruled out 
challenging Marco Rubio in 
Florida.  Rubio is up for re-
election in 2022.  Rubio and 
Ivanka’s father were often 
bitter opponents during 
the 2016 elect ion when 
       (Please turn to page 26)

WORLD IN REVIEW 
(Continued from page 22)

US Political  
News 
 

Congressional elec-
tions may be two years 
away but the political 
maneuverering has already 
begun. 

Alex Lasry, the son 
of the Jewish co-owner of 
the Milwaukee Bucks of the 
NBA, is seeking the 
Democratic nomination for 
the senate in Wisconsin.  
Lasky has taken aim at 
incumbent Republican Ron 
Johnson, one of Donald 
Trump’s closest allies in the 
Senate.  “What we’ve had for 
the last 10 years,” Lasky 
said, “is a senator who has- 
n’t been representing the

"Proud bakers of Rye and  

Organic breads"  
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416-398-4999
537 Finch Avenue West, 

Toronto, North York, ON M2R 0A8

www.forestviewrr.org

WORLD IN REVIEW 
(Continued from page 24)

both were seeking the 
Republican presidential 
nomination.  But their rela-
tionship improved over the 
course of Trump’s presiden-
cy.   

Two Jewish support-
ers of Trump in Ohio are 
eyeing political office.  Max 
Miller, a scion of a philan-
thropic Jewish family from 
Cleveland, is considering 
challenging incumbent 
Anthony  Gonzales who was 
one of 10 Republicans in 
the House of 
Representatives who voted 
to impeach the former pres-
ident.  Miller says he will 
make a decision during the 
next few weeks.  But Josh 
Mandel, a former state trea-
surer, and a Trump loyalist, 
is actively seeking the 
Republican nomination for 
the U.S. Senate in the same 
state.  And in New York Rep. 
Lee Zeldin, one of two 
Jewish Republicans in the 
U.S. House of   
Representatives, is consid-

ering a run for New York 
governor in view of the 
scandals plaguing Andrew 
Cuomo. 

Meanwhile the Lt. 
Governor of North Carolina, 
Mark Robinson, is in trou-
ble because of past anti-
Semitic comments. In 2018, 
Robinson, who is Black, 
attacked the creators of  the 
Black Panther character 
after a movie about the 
Marvel comics superhero 
was released. “It’s absolute-
ly AMAZING to me,” 
Robinson posted on 
Facebook, “that people who 
know so little about their 
true history and REFUSE to 
acknowledge the pure sorry 
state of their current condi-
tion can get so  excited 
about a fictional ‘hero’ cre-
ated by an agnostic Jew and 
put to film by a satanic 
marxist”.  “How can this 
trash, that was only created 
to pull the shekels out of 
your Schvartze pockets, 
invoke any pride?”  

CHAG SAMEACH TO OUR FRIENDS AND CLIENTS
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North Carolina’s 
Jews reacted with outrage.  
Said Rabbi Lucy Dinner of 
Temple Beth Or in Raleigh, 
“I believe that Mark 
Robinson’s election in North 
Carolina is, as we would say 
in Yiddish, a shanda”.  
Robinson’s”refusal to apolo-
gize is troubling and unac-

ceptable to us”, said Matt 
Brooks, the director of the 
Republican Jewish 
Coalition. 

and entertainers who 
engage in blatant anti-
Semitism.  His daughter’s 
recent wedding perhaps 
explains why Barkley feels 
the way he does. 

Cristiana Barkley’s 
marriage to Ilya Hoffman, 
founder of the digital mar- 
keting company DemandByte,

means that Barkley now 
has Jewish “mishpocha”. 

Barkley’s big prob-
lem prior to the wedding 
was  to lose enough weight 
to be able to dance the hora.  
“Apparently,” joked Sir 
Charles, “they’ve got to pick 
me up in a chair”. “I love his 
family, they are amazing”.

Charles Barkley 
Prepares for the Hora

Basketball legend 
Charles Barkley has been a 
vocal critic of Black athletes

 Robert Olipant,MP 
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In this time of social distancing, please celebrate safely.
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ON BEHALF OF YOUR FEDERAL LIBERAL MPs 

Ali Ehsassi, MP 

Willowdale 

Tel. 416-223-2858 

115 Sheppard Ave West, 

Toronto, ON M2N 1M7 

 Ya’ara Saks, MP 

York Centre 

Tel. 416 638-3700 

2800 Keele St. Unit 2 

Toronto, On M3M 0B8

Majid Jowhari, MP 
Richmond Hill 

Tel. 905-707-9701 
100 Mural St, Suite 101 

Richmond Hill, ON  
L4B 1J3

Hon. Mary Ng, MP 
Markham - Thornhill 

Tel. 905-479-8100 
16 Esna Park Drive 

Unit 107 
Markham, ON L3R 5X1

Hon. Carolyn Bennett, MP 

Toronto-St. Paul’s 

Tel. 416-952-3990 

40 Holly Street Suite 103 

Toronto, ON M4S 3C3 



VIRTUAL TOURS AVAILABLE! 
9700 Bathurst Street, Vaughan, ON  L6A 4V2
Across from the Schwartz/Reisman Centre
INDEPENDENT & ASSISTED LIVING  |  JEWISH CUISINE

JOIN US ONLINE

STAYING CONNECTED
Tuesday, April 6th  |  11:00 AM
Explore how connecting with others online 
supports mental health and wellbeing.

VIRTUAL YIDDISH CONCERT
Thursday, April 15th  |  2:00 PM
David Skolnick plays the piano and sings your 
favourite Yiddish songs.

PURPOSE AND VOLUNTEERING
Tuesday, April 20th  |  11:00 AM
Learn how to support yourself and others 
through challenging times.

RSVP at (905) 417–8585 or 
thornhillwoods@vivalife.ca.

Chag Sameach

*During newly extended dining room hours

Wishing you and your 
family joy and many 
blessings at Passover, and 
throughout the year,
from all of us at
V!VA Thornhill Woods, 
Toronto’s premier
all-inclusive Jewish 
retirement community.
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