
PA S S O V E R  5 7 8 1

19
29

 -
 2

02
1 

N
IN

E
T

Y
-T

W
O

 Y
E

A
R

S
 O

F
 S

E
R

V
IC

E
 T

O
 C

A
N

A
D

IA
N

 J
E

W
R

Y
 -

 w
w

w
.t

h
ej

ew
is

h
st

an
d

ar
d

m
ag

.c
o

m

T H E  J E W I S H  S T A N D A R D

KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS AT HEBREW FOUNDATION SCHOOL IN DOLLARD DES 
ORMEAUX LEARN MORE ABOUT THE PASSOVER SEDER IN A CLASSROOM ACTIVITY.
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Best Wishes for Passover to the Jewish Community



bound them to the superstitions and 
primitive animism of their neigh-
bours.  History tells us how com-
pletely in the thrall of demons and 
magic the prehistoric world was and 
how this resulted in spiritual pover-
ty.  A myriad of gods infested the 
mountains and the deserts, the fields 
and the forests, the rivers and the 
streams, each of them requiring 
appeasement.  Then, Moses gave the 
Jews a new concept of god, a God of 
love and morality and law, which 
ultimately was able to sweep the 
world and if it failed to bring the mil-
lennium in its own day it was never-
theless a historic landmark in that 
“search for God” which goes on today 
and which will, we suspect, go on 
until the end of time. That we were 
liberated from at least the most 
primitive superstitions of an earlier 
time, gives us reason to hope that  in 
the fullness of time we may be liber-
ated from the devastating impact of 
our present demons, that we will find 
a new prophet who will bring us an 
understanding of God as revolution-
ary at that which  Moses brought to 
the Israelites many centuries ago.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Significance of  
Passover

Passover is the great Jewish 
Festival of Freedom.  Only in a 
physical sense, however, can we 
regard ourselves as being fully free. 
We are, all of us, prisoners of fears 
and frustrations, tensions and anx-
ieties, prejudices and suspicions, 
which deform our souls as surely as 
the whip of the ancient Egyptians 
and Pharoah’s overseers deformed 
the bodies of our Hebrew ancestors.  
A corroding hatred corrupts us, as 
individuals and as nations, and 
limits our capacities to live full and 
meaningful lives.  We strive endless-
ly for material and social success, 
dedicating ourselves not to the ful-
fillment of our potential for the pur-
suit of good but rather to the fulfill-
ment of unworthy ambitions cen-
tering  around public approval and 
personal prestige. 

And yet, the message of 
Passover is one of optimism, both 
for humanity and for those individ-
uals who comprise it.  For Passover 
commemorates the escape of our 
ancient ancestors not alone from 
the physical bondage of their perse-
cutors but from the chains which 
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David Birnbaum 
Député de / MNA for 

D’Arcy-McGee

Marwah Rizqy 
Député de / MNA for 

Saint-Laurent

Carlos J. Leitão 
Député de / MNA for 

Robert-Baldwin

Jennifer Maccarone 
Député de / MNA for 

Westmount-Saint-Louis

Best Wishes for a
 Happy and Healthy 

Passover!

Meilleurs voeux pour un 
Passover rempli de joie et 

de santé!

Kathleen Weil 
Député de / MNA  for  
Notre-Dame-de-Grâce 

Best Wishes for a
 Happy and Healthy 

Passover!

Meilleurs voeux pour un 
Passover rempli de joie et 

de santé!

Pierre Arcand 
Député de/ MNA for 
Mont-Royal-Outremont

THE WORLD IN REVIEW
NEWS OF THE RECENT PAST IS REVIEWED 

 
By NOAH FREEDMAN

Could Simchas Soon 
Be Back in Britain? 
 

One of Britain’s top 
immunologists says that 
weddings and bar mitzvahs 
could resume this summer, 
although caution will have 
to be taken, especially with 
seniors. 

Professor Danny 
Altman, who is part of a 
panel advising the govern-
ment, says he does “feel less 
bleak  about the future than 
some” because “amazing” 
vaccines are giving the 
country a “degree of head-
room before protection is 
completely lost” against wor-

rying variants. He argues 
that “ there ’s  no excuse 
for keeping full social dis-
tancing when we are 
immune and vaccinated”.  
He does caution, however, 
that while he is “quite 
impressed with the efficacy 
of vaccines even in older 
people, this is the group 
where there will be most 
variability in the quality of 
the response.” 

What most concerns 
the doctor  is the hesitancy 
among some to get the vac-
cine.  He has tried to talk to 
Britain’s strictly Orthodox  
Jews many of whom,  like 
their counterparts in 
Israel,see no need to get the 

vaccine or to obey social 
distancing.  Vaccine reluc-
tance will not yield the 
high level of herd immuni-
ty the variants will require, 
he warns. 

And so if simchas 
can resume over the sum-
mer, when might life return 
to normal?   Well, not that 
fast, says Altman.  “If you 
ask me where we are head-
ing out of this. We won’t 
kiss goodbye to Covid.  Will 
it be mild and come each 
year? Will we learn to live 
with a certain number of 
deaths a year?  It’s a harsh, 
unforgiving virus.  There’s 
no room for anyone to 
gloat”.

Sacha Baron Cohen 
Calling it Quits 

Facing more law-
suits and afraid to show his 
face in public, Sacha Baron 
Cohen will no longer dress 
up as Borat Sagdiyev, the 
anti-Semitic Kazakh  jour-
nalist that made him 
famous. 

“At some point your 
luck runs out” Borat said in 
an interview on NPR. When 
filming a sequel last year to 
the 2006 “Borat” film, he 
was advised that he should 
wear a bullet proof vest to a 
gun rally.  “I was very aware 
that once the crowd real- 
          (Please turn to page 18)



around performer, best 
family show and best overall 
show; and year after year he 
has been ranked in the top 
three on Forbes’ list of the 
top-earning comics just 
behind comic legend Jerry 
Seinfeld. As COVID-19 pan-
demic restrictions start to 
lift, Fator is moving his 
show to the New York New 
York Casino on the strip. 

ORT Canada is  a 
fundraising organization for 
World ORT, whose global 
educational network, 
schools, colleges, and inter-

May your Festival of 
Freedom celebration  
be a joyous one for 
family and friends!

The Experts in Sanitation Solutions
Sani Marc | Wood Wyant

sanimarc.com | woodwyant.com | 1-800-361-7691

Food & Beverage

Commercial, Industrial & Institutional

Pool & Spa

national programs propel 
more than 300,000 stu-
dents in more than 30 
countries to develop careers 
and lead fulfilling, indepen-
dent lives. With generous 
support from donors, ORT’s 
schools and programs reach 
underserved students by 
bridging the gap between 
aptitude and opportunity, 
as ORT works to expand 
knowledge, build autonomy, 
and strengthen Jewish 
identity. 

In Israel, World 
ORT Kadima Mada (“Science

O RT  T E D  W I S E  G A L A 
G O E S  V I RT U A L  

ANNUAL EVENT WILL CARRY ON DESPITE THE PANDEMIC 
 

By MIKE COHEN

Journey”) programs focus 
on empowering disadvan-
taged students in the coun-
try’s under-resourced 
periphery to become self-
sufficient and gain confi-
dence in their ability to suc-
ceed. ORT’s innovative pro-
grams and quality instruc-
tion in science, technology, 
engineering and math 
(STEM), contributes to  ORT 
students in Israel obtaining 
translatable knowledge and 
transferable skills that can 
meet the demands of the  
      (Please turn to page 15)
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The ORT Montreal 
Ted Wise Benefit Gala for 
Jewish Education will take 
place on Sunday, April 18 
virtually. It will feature 
Terry Fator, a singer, come-
dian, ventriloquist, and 
celebrity impressionist who 
become a superstar after 
winning  America’s Got 
Talent in 2007.    Fator has 
been the headliner at the 
Mirage Hotel the past 10 
years and has won a multi-
tude of coveted awards such 
as Las Vegas’s best show, 
best impressionist, best all-



6           The Jewish Standard, April 2021

HOW TO RESPOND TO 
MICHAEL CHE

, (Québec)  
Tél. : 514 381-3431   | Téléc. : 514 381-3688  | Sans frais : 1 800 381-4574

www.ancragescanadiens.com

ANCRAGES | BOULONS | OUTILLAGE

Plus de 60 ans à votre service 
Depuis 1957

ISO 9001: 2015

WRITER SUGGESTS THE RIGHT APPROACH  TO SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE  CAST MEMBER 
 

By RABBI SHMULEY BOTEACH

Rabbi Shmuley Boteach, whom the 
Washington Post calls “the most famous Rabbi in 
America,” is founder of the World Values Network 
and the international best-selling author of 30 
books, including “Judaism for Everyone.”- The 
Editor

  I love watching 
Saturday Night Live. It 
makes me laugh. It’s been a 
godsend during the 
Coronavirus and I’m 
amazed they’ve been able to 
do so many live shows. 

So there I was 
watching a few weeks ago I 
saw Michael Che – the tal-
ented comic who along with 
Colin Jost does the satirical 
news weekly “Weekend 
Update” – as he did a news 
bit about how Israel has 
vaccinated half its popula-
tion. Che deadpanned: “I’m 
going to guess it’s the 
Jewish half.”

I  raised my eye-
brows at the joke and point-
ed it out to my wife Debbie. 
Hmm. That didn’t seem that 
funny. I love Che. I find him 
vastly entertaining. I also 
love that he uses humor to 
eviscerate racists. But that 
joke sounded to me like… 
well, like maybe he meant 
it. 

Che was saying that 

Israel is not vaccinating its 
Arab citizens and cares 
more about its Jews. 

I thought to myself, 
Che often does humor 
about inequities and racism 
in American society. So it 
looks like he’s buying into a 
narrative that Israel looks 
after its “white” Jewish pop-
ulation but neglects its 
darker-skinned Arab and 

Palestinian citizens. 
What a shame. How 

unfortunate that a good guy 
like him thinks that. 
Apparently, we Jews have 
done a poor job educating 
the world about how Israel 
has 3 million Arab citizens 
who enjoy greater freedoms 
than in any country in the 
Middle East. As for the coro-
navirus, about 70 percent of 
Israeli Arabs over 60 have 
now been vaccinated. As for 
Jews in Israel being white, 
Israel has a large Black 
Jewish population which it 
brought to freedom in daring 
             (Please turn to page 8)

CHAG SAMEACH TO OUR JEWISH FRIENDS
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EYE ON 
MONTREAL

 A BLESSED PASSOVER TO 

ALL OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS

NAMES AND EVENTS  IN THE NEWS IN OUR CITY 
 

By MIKE COHEN
SELF-CARE KITS 

AT JGH: Liz Wiener, execu-
tive member of the Jewish 
General Hospital Auxiliary 
and Gabi Rosberger and 
Rosemary Steinberg, co-
chairs of the Humanization 
of Care Committee, have 
undertaken a project to col-
lect travel-sized toiletries in 
order to provide self-care 
kits for patients. These kits 
will not only help patients 
maintain some indepen-
dence for personal hygiene, 
but can lead to improved 
health outcomes.  As 
Auxiliary Director Nancy 
Rubin notes, it is know that 
a large number of hospital 
acquired pneumonia in 
older patients is attributed 
to poor hygiene. 
“Encouraging them to better 
care for themselves pro-
motes autonomy and 
improves both physical and 
mental health,” she said.  
“Self-care kits are needed at 
all times, but are especially 
crucial during this difficult 
period when patients are 
alone and isolated.”

With the use of 
social media outreach, par-
ticularly a group called 
“Montrealers Helping 
Montrealers,” an appeal was 
made for donations of these 
items (cosmetic bags, tooth-
brushes, toothpaste, floss, 
soap, deodorant, shampoo, 
mouthwash, non-slip 
socks, etc.) and the out-
pouring of generosity has 
been incredible. “We’ve had 
contributions from dental 
offices, companies, friends, 
neighbours and perfect 
strangers and have been 
able to assemble 200 kits to 
date - and we’re still going 
strong!” said Rubin. “The 
assembly of the kits has 
been a great multi-genera-
tional volunteer project, 
with both high school stu-
dents and the elderly jump-
ing on board to help. It’s 
been amazing to us how 
something as simple as a 
toothbrush, which the great 
majority of us take for grant-
ed, can add some humanity 
to a hospital stay.” 
            (Please turn to page 14)

BOILER REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE - 
FIRE BRICK - INSULATION - REFRACTORY 

ALL TYPES OF BOILERS, FURNACES, 
 INCINERATORS 
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We Extend Best Wishes to Our Jewish Friends  
On the Occasion of 

PASSOVER



We Extend Best Wishes to the  
Jewish Community on 

PASSOVER 
May your Festival of Freedom  

celebration be a joyous occasion for 
your family and friends. 
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Happy Passover to All Our 
Jewish Friends and Customers 

throughout 
Montreal and the West Island 

HAPPY PASSOVER 
TO OUR FRIENDS 

Nous nous joignons à 
tous nos amis juifs pour 
souhaiter nos meilleurs 
voeux  a l’occasion de 

Passover

military operations from 
Ethiopia. And there are mil-
lions of Israeli Jews who 
hail from Arab and Muslim 
countries, like my father 
who was born in Iran and 
who came to Israel as a 
teenager, who enrich 
Israel’s multicultural soci-
ety. 

So how can we have 
failed to inform mainstream 
African-American personali-
ties like Michael Che of 
these truths? 

We can, of course, 
accuse Che of anti-
Semitism. Many, stupidly, 
already have and even 
called for the firing of who-
ever wrote the joke. But is 
that fair? Does Che have 
any history of anti-
Semitism? To paraphrase 
Abraham, will a just com-
munity not itself practice 
justice? 

What we in the 
Jewish community don’t 
want to accept is that our 
natural allies and friends in 
the African-American com-
munity are increasingly 
being told that Israel is a 
racist country that practices 
apartheid. And rather than 
respond intelligently and 
factually, we’re just assum-
ing that we can’t win these 
arguments in the market-
place of ideas. 

I  saw it with our 
own  2001 Champions of 
Jewish Values Gala.   We 
were honored to hold an 
evening dedicated to 
African-American and 
Jewish friendship, with 
celebrities like Steve Harvey 
and Dionne Warwick joining 
the festivities. 

Linda Sarsour tried 
to publicly discourage some 
from participating in the 
event. Evidently, the friend-
ship between the Jewish 
and Black communities is 
not something she would 
encourage. But for the most 
part, she failed. 

Because, the truth 
is, we have great friends in 
the African-American com- 
munity who love and sup-

port us, just as we love and 
support them. 

So why would we be 
silly enough to attack 
Michael Che as an anti-
Semite when we can be far 
more effective respecting 
him and giving him the 
facts? 

He told an unfortu-
nate and offensive “joke” 
about Israel. It was a blun-
der. Instead of attacking, 
let’s turn it into a teachable 
moment and engage him in 
           (Please turn to page 10)

RESPONDING TO MICHAEL CHE 
(Continued from page 6)



Life at the Terraces is about 
to get more exciting!

•  Independent Re琀rement Living with 
    Suppor琀ve Services
•  Newly opened Assisted Living 
•  Memory Care opening Fall 2021
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•  Onsite 24- hour Health Centre with RN/ RPN
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Be active. Be independent. 
Be at Two Neptune Drive

•  Ac琀ve, adult lifestyle for those 65 yrs. plus 
•  Renovated one and two-bedroom rental suites 
•  Included on-site social, recrea琀onal and 
    昀tness programs 
•  Street-level courtyard, roof-top terrace, library,    
    lounges and large social hall 
•  Steps away from Baycrest, shops & synagogues
•  24/7 security, underground parking

For more informa琀on contact Laurie Banks 
at LBanks@baycrest.org or
416-785-2500 Ext. 2270 

TwoNeptune.ca
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a dialogue. 
Fact: The Jewish 

people taught the world in 
our Bible that every human 
being is created equally in 
the image of God, regardless 
of race, color, or creed. 

Fact: The greatest 
American of the 20th centu-
ry, Martin Luther King, Jr., 
used the Hebrew prophets – 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Micah, 
Zechariah, and Amos – as 
the inspiration for countless 
speeches in the civil rights 
movement. He leveraged the 
Bible as a liberation mani-
festo to fight Jim Crow and 
segregation. 

Fact: Israel is the 
only democracy in the 
Middle East, with the sole 
exception of Tunisia. 

Fact: Israel’s Arab 
citizens enjoy all rights that 
Jewish citizens enjoy, and

in addition are not drafted 
into the military as Jews 
are. This is notable because 
during Vietnam many in the 
African-American commu-
nity pointed out the 
inequity of Black Americans 
being drafted at a propor-
tionately much higher rate 
than white Americans. In 
Israel, it’s the Jews who are 
drafted and must fight. 

Fact: 70% of Israeli 
Arabs over 60 have already 
received the coronavirus 
vaccine. 

Fact: It is true, and 
should be acknowledged, 
that some of Israel’s Arab 
citizens have questionable 
faith in the vaccine because 
they don’t trust the govern-
ment. Israel must acknowl-
edge this and do its utmost 
through education to 
impress upon them the effi-

RESPONDING TO MICHAEL CHE 
(Continued from page 8)

Happy Passover

May this passover bring blessings upon you and your
loved ones for happiness, health and prosperity

606 Cathcart Street
Suite# 200
Montréal, QC, H3B 1K9

(514) 866-8553
bakertilly.ca/montreal

montreal@bakertilly.ca

With Many Good Wishes 
for Happiness 

at Passover and Always



The Jewish Standard, April 2021                             11  

We Join in Extending Passover Holiday Greetings 
to the Jewish Community of 

MONTREAL 

Chag Kasher 
Ve’Sameyach 

 
The 

Paperman 
Family

Israel. Of course he does. 
Israel is an open and free 
society where public criti-
cism is the national pas-
time. It does mean, howev-
er, that Israel can respect-
fully respond to Che with 
facts, opening a dialogue 
that will hopefully bring 
light to these critical issues. 

King Solomon 
famously said there is a 
time for war and a time for 
peace. The Jewish commu-
nity has some real enemies, 
like Hamas, who have a 
charter that seeks our peo-
ple’s annihilation. 

But why would we 
be silly enough to place all 
critics in the same boat and 
assume that they wish us 
ill? 

I  do not believe that 
is the case with Michael 
Che. He is not Louis 
Farrakhan who calls Jews 
termites. He is not the gov-
ernment of Iran which calls 
Israel a cancer and a tumor. 
He is a comic on one of 
America’s most influential 
shows who probably is sim-
ply misguided about Israeli 
society. 

The response is to 
tell him, we get the attempt 
at humor. However, while 
this is not your intention, 
your joke unwittingly per-
petuates the false notion 
that Israel doesn’t care 
about its Arab brothers and 
sisters. Nothing can be fur-
ther from the truth. 

Israel just signed 
historic agreements with 
the UAE, Morocco, Bahrain, 
and Sudan. Tens of thou-
sands of Israelis are flock-
ing to Dubai where they are 
openly welcomed by their 
Arab hosts. Likewise, Israel 
withdrew from territory 
three times its size in Sinai 
to have peace with Egypt 
and has peace treaties with 
Jordan and the Oslo 
accords with the Palestinian 
Authority. It did all this 
because it wants peace and 
goodwill with its Arab  
neighbors in general and its 
Palestinian brothers and 
sisters in particular. 
            (Please turn to page 14)

We Join in Wishing 
the Jewish 

Community a 
Joyous Passover 

Celebration

cacy of the vaccine. 
Fact: The 1995 Oslo 

Accords stipulate that the 
Palestinian Authority is 
responsible for Palestinians 
living in the West Bank and 
Gaza. Even so, Israel has 
already transferred to the 
Palestinian Authority sever-
al thousand doses for its 
health employees and has 
agreed to vaccinate about 
100,000 Palestinians who 
are employed by Israel. 

None of this means 
that Michael Che has no 
right to criticize or question 
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Thank you for creating 
a brighter future!

Create something special this Passover – your Jewish legacy

What do you cherish most about Jewish life? The sense of 
belonging you feel at synagogue? The joy of Jewish learning? 
Maybe it’s music or culture, or simply the warmth of holidays with 
family and friends. Whatever their motivations have been, over 
the last year, Montreal donors have been inspired to commit to 
a strong Jewish community for those that will come after them.
By creating a Jewish legacy, you continue their selfless work, and 
ensure that what you value about Jewish life sustains and enriches 
future generations.

246 signed Letters of Intent

330 designated gifts

$18 Million projected future value

The Jewish Community 

Foundation of Montreal would 

like to thank the following 

individuals and families who 

have committed or created 

endowed legacy gifts to benefit 

future generations. These gifts 

will ensure that the traditions, 

programs and facilities that 

have special meaning to them 

will be sustained to serve their 

children, grandchildren and 

others whom they may never 

meet. We thank each of you

for your leadership, generosity 

and vision.

Joshua Rubin CPA, CA
Philanthropic Advisor

Jewish Community
Foundation of Montreal

1 Cummings Square, Suite 510
Montreal, Quebec, H3W 1M6
Phone: (514)-975-6245
E-mail: joshua.rubin@jcfmontreal.org
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We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the Jewish Community of Montreal 
On the Occasion of 

PASSOVER 
May your celebration be a joyous occasion.

HAPPY PASSOVER  

TO THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 

FROM YOUR FRIENDS AT

RESPONDING TO MICHAEL CHE 
(Continued from page 11)

Michael, I would say 
to him, you’re a good man. 
Every week on national TV, 
you fight racism, bigotry, 
and racial prejudice. And 
you do so with humor and 
good cheer. I’m impressed. 
Look to the Jewish people 
as your natural allies in 
that struggle. We too know 
what it’s like to be 
maligned. We too know 
what it’s like to be misrepre-
sented. And we too know 
what it’s like to have people

make what would seem to 
be innocuous jokes but 
which often lead to situa-
tions that are anything but 
funny. 

And if you’ve got 
time Michael for a coffee, 
well, a few weeks ago I was 
given a shout-out on SNL 
when they mentioned 
“Rabbi Shmuley.” My kids 
loved it. So I assume you 
know where to find me. 

One way or another, 
let’s talk.

CANPROCANPRO
INVESTISSEMENTS

I N V E S TM E N T S

IGA LIPARI STEPS 
UP FOR PASSOVER: It is 
hard to believe, but we are 
experiencing our second 
COVID-19 Passover and 
that brings with it many 
challenges. I have always 
done my Passover shopping 
at the IGA at the Côte Saint-
Luc Shopping Centre.   
Owner Peter Lipari is a 
prince of an individual. Last 
summer he

worked with the Nellie 
Philanthropy Foundation.  
David Lisbona, Councillor 
Mitch Kujavsky, his sister 
Pam Kujavsky  and Melissa 
Margles spearheaded a 
group of about 200 volun-
teers who packed and deliv-
ered orders to seniors. 
Lipari let them stay after 
hours and before opening in 
the morning to complete the 
task. Well, once again, Lipari

Lantic
Sweet by nature

Montreal, Taber, Toronto, Vancouver
www.LanticRogers.com

www.TheMapleTreat.com

      
   

 We Extend Greetings to the Jewish CommunityOn the Occasion of Passover

• 
EYE ON MONTREAL 

(Continued from page 7)
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We Extend  Best Wishes to the Jewish Community of 
Montreal 

On the Occasion of 
PASSOVER 

has stepped up.  He made 
arrangements for people to 
reserve their Passover 
orders by sending an e-mail 
to the store. Orders were 
delivered or picked up.   
 BETH TIKVAH 
LEADER ON COVID: Rabbi 
Mark Fishman, spiritual 
leader of Congregation Beth 
Tikvah in Dollard des 
Ormeaux, had this com-
mentary on what we have 
experienced in this time of 
the pandemic. “This terrible 
international plague, a glob-
al pandemic, has been one 
which has not distinguished 
between its victims,” he 
said.  “We find ourselves 
having lived through a peri-
od of darkness and danger, 
a time of crisis and cata-
strophe for many. The tragic 
loss of life, the economic 
hardship and the mental 
stress and strains have 
impacted us all. There is a 
constant sense of anxiety 
and insecurity and a toll of 
loneliness and challenges 
faced by the elderly.  Yet the 
last 14 months have been a 

time of opportunity; a time 
of simplification.” 

MADA ALWAYS 
THERE: As Montreal’s 
Jewish Community contin-
ues to struggle with restric-
tions posed by the pandem-
ic, the MADA Community 
Center   home-delivered 
5,000 Seder boxes, over 
12,000 kosher-for-Passover 
meals and 2,000 Passover 
grocery boxes to those most 
affected by the crisis. “This 
includes the elderly and 
folks with disabilities, who 
sadly, are always among the 
lowest-income groups – 
along with households 
who’ve seen family income 
plummet while food prices 
skyrocket because of the 
pandemic,” says MADA’s 
Assistant Director, Yosef 
Drihem. To benefit from 
MADA’s services, to sign up 
to volunteer, or to financial-
ly support their cause, you 
can visit madacenter.com or 
call 514-342-4969.  

Mike Cohen can be 
reached at 
info@mikecohen.ca
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HAPPY PASSOVER TO THE COMMUNITY 
OF MONTREAL AND THE WEST ISLAND

ously enriching individuals’ 
Jewish identities. In the 
process, ORT is bringing 
back to life a religious and 
cultural experience that 
was lost to many regions for 
decades. Through the study 

of Jewish culture, language, 
history and traditions, 
ORT’s Jewish curriculum 
counters assimilation, 
renews Jewish communal 
life, and deepens connec- 
        (Please turn to page 17)

IGA CÔTE SAINT-LUC SHOPPING CENTRE  
owner Peter Lipari is genuinely appreciated by 
customers for his dedication to their needs.

• 
ORT GALA CARRIES 

(Continued from page 5)

21st-century job market. 
In  Europe the for-

mer Soviet Union and Latin

America, ORT expands 
access to high quality STEM 
education, while simultane-



INDEPENDENT LIVING  |  ASSISTED LIVING  |  RESPITE  |  JEWISH CUISINE

Chag Sameach
Wishing you and your family joy 
and many blessings at Passover, 
and throughout the year, from all 
of us at V!VA Thornhill Woods, 
Toronto’s premier all-inclusive 
Jewish retirement community.

VIRTUAL TOURS AVAILABLE!
Call Wendy at (905) 417–8585 or 
email thornhillwoods@vivalife.ca!

9700 Bathurst Street, Vaughan, ON, in the 
heart of Vaughan, minutes from Toronto



We Extend Best Wishes to Our Jewish 
Friends throughout 

MONTREAL AND AREA 
On the Occasion of 

PASSOVER 

Schechter Academy, and 
the Yaldei Developmental 
Centre)   thanks to a part-
nership that was created 
over 10 years ago. 

The ORT Montreal 
Ted Wise Benefit Gala for 
Jewish Education is always 
a highlight on the social cal-
endar each December at 
Place des Arts. With lead 
producer Lorne Levitt from 
Total Events, the show will 
go on virtually  with paid 
admission. 

The committee, guid- 
            (Please turn to page 18)

ORT GALA CARRIES ON 
(Continued from page 15)
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1602 Préfontaine 

Montreal 

Tel: 514-522-2133 

Fax: 514-522-2884 

www.lallemand.com

HAPPY PASSOVER FROM 

1265-71 Ducharme Ave.,  
Montreal, Quebec   H2V 1E6 

514 274-9407

We Wish All Our Jewish Friends  

A Joyous Passover Celebration

tions to Jewish identity for 
generations to come. 

In addition to sup-
porting ORT activities 
across the globe, the ORT 
Montreal Ted Wise Benefit 
Gala for Jewish Education 
helps raise urgently needed 
funds for schools and pro-
grams in Montreal: (Akiva 
School, Azrieli Schools 
Talmud Torah/Herzliah, 
CBB Ottawa, Chabad NDG, 
École Maimonide, Hebrew 
Academy, Hebrew  Foundation 
School, JPPS-Bialik, JPPS 
ONE, Solomon Schechter

The Cummings Centre marked Music Therapy Month 
in March. With a range of program offerings 
designed to enhance people’s quality of life through 
music making, members find their motivation for 
music making in a variety of ways.  Happy Hour 
Ukulele Club member, Stephen Weinstein, shares a 
little about the benefits of making music online. 
“Although not designated as a “music therapy pro-
gram” per se, our ukulele club does indeed serve 
that purpose, though perhaps not intentionally. It 
gives purpose, builds confidence, discipline and 
friendships (albeit remotely for the time being). In 
addition it brings joy and smiles, especially after 
playing and perfecting a difficult piece. Did I men-
tion the dexterity (physical and mental) required to 
play this tiny instrument? And if you are introduced 
to new songs and can sing the songs, the benefits 
are compounded.“ The Cummings Centre’s Musique à 
Maison series concludes in April with a free evening 
virtual performance of songs featuring Meghan 
Herder, soprano, with music from folk to Broadway. 
To find out more information and to learn about the 
music programs offered this spring, visit  
cummingscentre.org or call 514-343-3510. Shown 
here The Cummings Centre Happy Hour Ukulele Club 
take a break from jamming to smile for the camera.
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ORT GALA CARRIES ON 
(Continued from preceding page)

ed by Executive Director 
Valerie Abitbol and her right 
hand communications advi-
sor Elana Fogel, continue to

work on ticket sales and 
sponsorship, Peartree is 
the official Event sponsor 
for the 10th year in a row.

Owners Renee Bleeman and 
Ron Bernbaum are event 
past honourees.    

Organizers will be 
sending curated gifts to all 
sponsors and VIP ticket 
purchases and hand deliv-

ered.  Filmmaker Brett 
Culp    will explain what 
ORT is in an engaging 
video, followed by Event 
Chair Lorne Wiseman’s offi-
cial welcome. There is no 
live auction this year, but 
Committee member Jill 
Chandler Climan will pro-
mote a raffle. 

The show will be one 
hour in length, beginning at 
6 pm. All of the details are 
here:http://ortmontreal.org
/ted-wise-gala-2021/ 
  Mike Cohen can be 
reached at info@mikecohen. 
ca 

• 
WORLD IN REVIEW 

(Continued from  page 4)

ized that I was a fake, that it 
could turn really ugly and it 
could be really dangerous,” 
he said. 

Borat faced a law-
suit stemming from “Borat 
2” when the daughter of a  
Holocaust survivor claimed 
that her mother, who died 
before the film came out, 
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was “horrified” that Borat 
had tricked her into appear-
ing in a comedy.  Another 
lawsuit came from Roy 
Moore, the disgraced former 
candidate for the Senate in 
Alabama, who was a “guest” 
on Cohen’s Showtime series 
“Who is America?”  Cohen 
appeared as an Israeli ter-
rorism  expert who came 
with what he called a  
pedophile detecting device 
that beeped when it came 
near Moore, who has been 
accused of assaulting multi-
ple women. 

In 2019 Cohen 
addressed the Anti-
Defamation League confer-
ence and labelled social 
media as “the greatest pro-
paganda machine in histo-
ry”.  He has been especially 
critical of Facebook CEO 
Mark Zuckerberg accusing 
him of helping to spread 
Holocaust denial. 

Ironically,  Sacha 
Baron Cohen’s new Borat 
film took top honours at 
this year’s Golden Globe 
Awards. Borat Subsequent 
Moviefilm, released nearly

15 years after the hit first 
installment, was named 
best musical or comedy film 
at the ceremony. Baron 
Cohen also won best actor 
for his role as the lead char-
acter.  
 
Blacks in Britain 
Suspicious of Jews 
 

  A poll in Great 
Britain has found that 21 
percent of Black Britons 
believe Jews have a dispro-
portionately high level of 
control over the global 
banking system, 15 percent 
over the global media and 
16 percent over the global 
entertainment and music 
sector.  For the rest of the 
population the percentages 
were 11, 6 and 7 respective-
ly. 

Social integration 
was also found to be a fac-
tor.  Black “bonders”, Black 
people who say at least half, 
most or all of their friends 
were Black,   were far more 
likely to believe that Jews  
 (Please turn to following page)

Dear Friends, 

Laval’s City Council and I wish you a very joyous Passover, filled with 
hope and happiness. Have a peaceful holiday with your loved ones.

In this season of renewal, celebrate your Jewish heritage in the most 
joyful way, even though things are a little different at the moment. 
New beginnings are awaiting us, and I send you my best wishes of 
health and well-being.

Happy Passover!

chag Pesach kasher  
vesame’ach

Marc Demers 
Mayor of Laval

laval.ca

8845, Rue Pascal-Gagnon
MONTREAL (Qc)  H1P 1Z4
ROYALCERAMIC.COM
Tel.: 514.324.0002

MOSAIC •  PORCELAIN •  GRANITE •  QUARTZ •  CERAMICS
KITCHEN CABINETS • BATHROOM VANITIES • BATHROOM ACCESSORIES

BEST WISHES FOR PASSOVER
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One woman, who 
actually had the courage to 
flee her home, said that she 
had been living with a 
“monster”. She even feared 
for her life.  Yet her abuser 
had a “very successful 
career” and was “held in 
high esteem amongst the 
Jewish community”.  “My 
ex-husband appears as a 
normal, well-groomed man, 
the social guy that would 
buy a round of drinks...a 
nice guy if you saw him in 
shul on Rosh Hashanah 
who would proudly wear a 
tallit on his back and shake 
your hand or wish you 
mazel tov on all your latest 
achievements and others.” 

JWA research indi-
cates that Jewish women 
take about two years longer 
to report abuse than the 
national average - some 
11.5 years to about 9.5.  
Still the rise in domestic 
abuse in the Jewish com-
munity during the pandem-
ic was in line with nation-
wide figures. 
               (Please turn to page 22)

WORLD IN REVIEW 
(Continued from preceding page)

Domestic Abuse 
On the Rise in England 
 

The number of 
Jewish domestic abuse vic-
tims asking for support in 
Great Britain has surged by 
12 per cent during the pan-
demic.  The Jewish 
Women’s Aid(JWA) has been 
helping as many as 150 
women every month since 
last April.   

Part of the problem 
facing Jewish women is the 
inability to get out of the 
house during Shabbat and 
the Chagim because shuls 
have been forced to close.  
“Leaving an abusive rela-
tionship is probably the 
hardest thing anyone is ever 
going to have to do, particu-
larly when you’re finding it 
hard even just to get to the 
shop or home-school your 
kids”, says Karen Lewis, 
client services manager for 
JWA.  “This is increasing 
the time that they’re 
remaining in a dangerous or 
unsafe situation.”

disproportionately controlled 
these industries than Black 
“bridges”, Blacks who say 
few of their close friends are 
Black. 

Rakib Essan, a 
research fellow at the Henry 
Jackson Society, which 
commissioned the survey,

called the results “striking”.  
“The unfortunate reality”, 
he said, “is that British 
anti-Semitism is more 
prevalent in specific racial 
and religious minorities - 
especially their less inte-
grated elements.”  It is a 
worrying trend.



THANK YOU
MERCI

Hebrew Foundation School would like to wish our 
community a happy and healthy Passover and would like 
to thank the following people for their promise to provide 
for future generations, through LIFE & LEGACY®, by assuring 
the continuity of Jewish education on the West Island.

2 Hope Drive | Dollard-des-Ormeaux | QC | H9A 2V5 | 514.684.6270
hebrewfoundation@hfs.qc.ca
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Bonnie Leiner & Sandy Jesion 
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Gail Knafo & Jamie Matlin
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Sari Karper Sacks

Marion & Hyman Tannenbaum
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WORLD IN REVIEW 
(Continued from  page 20)

We Extend Best Wishes for a Joyous 
PASSOVER 

to Our Jewish Friends and Customers throughout 
MONTREAL AND AREA   

 

US Political  
News 
 

Congressional elec-
tions may be two years 
away but the political 
maneuverering has already 
begun. 

Alex Lasry, the son 
of the Jewish co-owner of 
the Milwaukee Bucks of the 
NBA, is seeking the 
Democratic nomination for 
the senate in Wisconsin.  
Lasky has taken aim at 
incumbent Republican Ron 
Johnson, one of Donald 
Trump’s closest allies in the 
Senate.  “What we’ve had for 
the last 10 years,” Lasky  
said, “is a senator who has-
n’t been representing the 
people of Wisconsin, who 
has been more interested in 
peddling in conspiracy theo-
ries and appealing to our

worst instinct and impuls-
es”.  Lasry, 33, who is 
senior  vice-president of the 
basketball team, highlight-
ed how he joined the Bucks’ 
players last year in anti-
racism protests...While Eric 
Trump’s wife Lara is seri-
ously considering a run for 
the North Carolina senate, 
Ivanka Trump has ruled out 
challenging Marco Rubio in 
Florida.  Rubio is up for re-
election in 2022.  Rubio and 
Ivanka’s father were often 
bitter opponents during the 
Republican primaries  when 
both Rubio and Donald 
Trump were seeking the 
Republican nomination.  
But their relationship 
improved over the course of 
Trump’s presidency.  

Two Jewish sup-
porters of Trump in Ohio 
eyeing political office.  Max 
Miller, a scion of a philan-
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thropic Jewish family from 
Cleveland, is considering 
challenging incumbent 
Anthony  Gonzales who was 
one of 10 Republicans in 
the House of 
Representatives who voted 
to impeach Trump.  Miller 
says he will make a decision 
during the next few weeks.  
But Josh Mandel, a former 
state treasurer, and a 
Trump loyalist, is actively 
seeking the Republican 
nomination for the U.S. 
Senate in the same state. 

Meanwhile the Lt. 
Governor of North Carolina, 
Mark Robinson, is in trou-
ble because of past anti-
Semitic comments. In 2018, 
Robinson, who is Black, 
attacked the creators of  the 
Black Panther character, 
after a movie about the 
Marvel comics superhero 
was released. “It’s absolute-
ly utterly AMAZING to me,” 

Robinson posted on 
Facebook, “that people who 
know so little about their 
true history and REFUSE to 
acknowledge the pure sorry 
state of their current condi-
tion can get so excited 
about a fictional ‘hero’ cre-
ated by an agnostic Jew and 
put to film by a satanic 
marxist”.  “How can this 
trash, that was only created 
to pull the shekels out of 
your Schvartze pockets, 
invoke any pride?” 

North Carolina’s 
Jews reacted with outrage.  
Said Rabbi Lucy Dinner of 
Temple Beth Or in Raleigh, 
“I believe that Mark 
Robinson’s election in North 
Carolina is, as we would say 
in Yiddish, a shanda”,   
Robinson’s ”refusal to apol-
ogize is unacceptable to us”, 
said Matt Brooks, the direc-
tor of the Republican 
Jewish Coalition.
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TRÈS HON. JUSTIN TRUDEAU
MP / Député 

Papineau 
Justin.Trudeau.c1c@parl.gc.ca 

(514) 277-6020

ANJU DHILLON
MP / Députée

 Dorval – Lachine – LaSalle 
Anju.Dhillon@parl.gc.ca

(514) 639-4497

HON. MARC GARNEAU
MP / Député

Notre-Dame-de-Grâce – 
Westmount 

Marc.Garneau@parl.gc.ca
(514) 283-2013

HON. MÉLANIE JOLY
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 Ahuntsic-Cartierville 
Melanie.Joly@parl.gc.ca 

(514) 383-3709

ANTHONY HOUSEFATHER
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 Mont-Royal / Mount Royal 
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EMMANUELLA LAMBROPOULOS
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ANNIE KOUTRAKIS
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HON. MARC MILLER
MP / Député

 Ville-Marie – Le Sud-Ouest –  
Île-des-Soeurs 

Marc.Miller@parl.gc.ca
(514) 496-4885

FAYÇAL EL-KHOURY
MP / Député

 Laval – Les Îles 
Faycal.El-Khoury@parl.gc.ca

(450) 689-4594

ALEXANDRA MENDÈS
MP / Députée 

Brossard–Saint-Lambert 
Alexandra.Mendes@parl.gc.ca

(450) 466-6872

HON. STEVEN GUILBEAULT
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Laurier – Sainte-Marie 
Steven.Guilbeault@parl.gc.ca
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SAMEER ZUBERI
MP / Député

 Pierrefonds – Dollard 
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DE LA PART DE VOS DÉPUTÉS 
FÉDÉRAUX LIBÉRAUX, 

En cette période de distanciation sociale, nous  
vous souhaitons de célébrer avec prudence.

ON BEHALF OF YOUR FEDERAL LIBERAL MPS,

In this time of social distancing, please celebrate safely.

BONNE FÊTE 
DE PESSA’H !

HAPPY PASSOVER!

PATRICIA LATTANZIO
MP / Députée

Saint-Léonard – Saint-Michel 
Patricia.Lattanzio@parl.gc.ca

(514) 256-4548


