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Magen DaviD aDoM’s Passover “FooD
Drive” has become a tradition with paramedics, first responders and volunteers
helping to collect and deliver Passover
food products to families in need. see
Magen David adom ad on page 4.

HAPPY PASSOVER TO OUR JEWISH FRIENDS THROUGHOUT THE GTA
WE ARE PLEASED TO SERVE AND SUPPORT
THE JEWISH COMMUNITY

Come Dine In Our Warm Persian Environment
With the Best Kabob Cuisine!
We look forward to hosting your special night.
For Reservations Call:
647.351.4242 OR 416.519.4545
2015 AVENUE ROAD, NORTH YORK, ON M5M 4A3
Find us on
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THE WORLD IN REVIEW
NEWS OF THE RECENT PAST IS REVIEWED
By NOAH FREEDMAN
Kosher Restaurant
In Azerbaijan
In 2000 the Jewish
population of Baku on the
Caspian Sea was around
16000. Today it numbers
no more than 8000. But
that hasn’t stopped Moshe
Moiseev from opening the
country’s first ever koshercertified restaurant.
In
May, 7/40 will open in the
Nasimi district, formerly
the city’s Jewish neighbourhood,
near
the
Chabad Synagogue and the
Georgian synagogue.
The restaurant will
have room for 100 diners

and will combine Azeri
cuisine
with
Middle
Eastern Israeli dishes.
Moiseev was born in Baku
and has worked in the food
industry in both Israel and
the Ukraine.
Rabbi Shneor Segal
of Chabad maintains that
while the Jewish populat ion may have declined
over the years the attachment to Judaism among
those who have stayed
“has grown stronger.” The
restaurant, adds the rabbi,
will “upgrade in a major
way” the experience of the
growing number of Jewish
tourists to Baku.

The Significance of
Passover
The miracles with which the Passover story is
embellished have largely lost their credibility in an
unimaginative, pragmatic, rationalist world. Most of us, if
we give these miracles any thought at all, search diligently for some natural explanation for the wonders
which were wrought during the Hebrews’ struggle for liberation from egypt.
Yet it is difficult, at this Passover season, to be a
pessimist, The warm glow of the seders, the deepening
of family relationships, the knowledge that Pesach traditionally provides evidence of the capacity of the Jewish
people to survive all lend to a spirit of optimism which it
is impossible to deny.
as we read the Haggadah we are conscious of
the fact that much of it is rooted in the superstitions and
prejudices of the past, a n a g e w h i c h w e f a i l fully to
understand.
But there is a link which binds those who compiled the Haggadah to the era of which it tells and there
is, as well, a chain which binds us to the creators of
the Haggadah and through them, to our ancestors of
Mosaic times. and there is a chain, too, which will
bind our descendents to us, who in our own way are
seeking new paths towards an understanding of a
complex and dangerous existence.
The continued observance of Passover, rooted in
the long and troubled Jewish past, provides hope that
having survived the stinging lash of the egyptian whip,
the blazing auto-de-fe’s of the inquisition, the horrors of
the gas chambers and crematoria of auschwitz and
T reblinka, Buchenwald and Dachau, Jews can be reasonably confident of their ultimate survival.

Still, Moiseev’s plan
for success involves attracting non-Jewish patrons.
“This will be a kosher
restaurant”, he says “but
its success depends on its

appeal to the average Azeri
restaurant goer, and we’ve
done everything possible to
make them feel at home at
7/40”.
(Please turn to page

HAPPY PASSOVER TO ALL OUR
JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS

HAPPY PASSOVER TO OUR
JEWISH FRIENDS AND RESIDENTS
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WA R , M U R D E R A N D
INJUSTICE
DISCOVERY OF A BODY UNDER ONTARIO COTTAGE REVIVES MEMORIES OF THE HOLOCAUST
Reviewed by CHARLES WEINBLATT
What if a dismembered corpse was
discovered underneath your treasured family
vacation home? How would you react? Would
you flee psychologically and physically, hiding in some safe and secure place, never to
return? Or would you become a compulsive
researcher of the crime, unsettled until the
perpetrator is brought to justice?
What if this true story opens a can of
worms so extensive that it carries the author
from the fiendish, malevolent murder in
Canada deep into the past, when her family
in Europe lived under Nazi persecution during the Holocaust?
Canadian police discover a young
woman’s body inside of a sealed crate

under a cottage next to a lake near Toronto.
Her body had been chopped into parts and
inserted into large construction casks. The
box was sealed so tightly with nails that it
could never easily be opened.
This is the true story of a Jewish family from Hungary living in Canada and the
United States after the devastation of the
Holocaust. The author’s parents, Veronica
and Steve Vadas, barely survive the Shoah,
raising their family in the Toronto area. Their
two children are Peter and his sister Deborah,
the author of this book.
After surviving the Holocaust,
Veronica and Steve scrimp, save, and pur (Please turn to page 9)

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the Jewish Communities of
Metropolitan Toronto, North York, York Region and Halton-Peel
On the Occasion of
PASSOVER
May your Festival of Freedom celebration be a joyous one.

Where Quality and Excellence are Reality!
Victor/Chris: 416-789-4179
Email: castleauto@idirect.com
1117 Castlefield Ave., Toronto, ON
www.CastleAutoCollision.com
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We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of
Metropolitan Toronto and Area
for a Joyous Passover Celebration
for family and friends.

NEVER
GIVE UP
MACCABI FIRST-TIMER TURNS BACK CLOCK
Submitted by MACCABI SOFTBALL TEAM

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of Metropolitan Toronto
On the Occasion of
PASSOVER
May your celebration be a joyous occasion.

Ever thought about
revisiting a passion that
seemed to slip away? Here’s
how one person’s lifelong,
improbable baseball inspiration came true...sort of.
Barry Samuel grew
up playing baseball in North
York from the time he was
just five years old. He excelled as a good athlete and
all-around player dividing
time between middle-infield
position, pitching and even
player-coach.
He
was
entrenched.
He loved to
play and benefited from the
friendships he developed on
and off the field. In those
early days, when he let his
mind wonder he’d dream of
playing at the highest level.
It was his Dad who
instilled the passion for the
game. He was his coach for
several years which provided further insights. “It was
the one thing we always
connected on that inspired
us during a lot of those

early days together. I cherish that time,” says Samuel.
In his early 20’s academics, life and love seemed
to take precedence and the
playing
pretty
much
stopped. Then, over twentyyears removed from regular
play, a friend asked Samuel
if he was interested in playing ball in an over 40
‘Executive’ League (that featured a few high-level players who had starred on
Team Canada) – that generally attracted players of all
skills to play organized fastball. “I recall inviting Barry
to play with us not knowing
if he could even catch or
throw a ball. Truly, I wasn’t
expecting much,” said Roy
Levine a league executive at
the time. Samuel thought
about the invite briefly and
though reluctant, decided
(Please turn to page 11)

We Join in Wishing
Our Friends and
Customers a
Joyous Passover
celebration.
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THE MYTH
OF A SCHISM
DIASPORA AND ISRAEL REMAIN UNITED
By RAFAEL MEDOFF
Sixty years ago this
spring, an Israeli secret
agent stepped off a plane in
the Buenos Aires airport,
armed with false identity
papers and a cover story
about working in the
Foreign Ministry’s accounts
department. He was actually on the trail of one of the
most notorious Nazi war
criminals. He could not
have imagined that he
would soon trigger one of
the most unpleasant clashes in the history of the relationship between Israel and

the American Jewish community - a clash with
important lessons for those
who are worried about the
state of Israel-Diaspora
relations today.
The Israeli agent,
Isser Harel, arrived in
Argentina on March 1,
1960. Two months later,
Harel’s team captured Adolf
Eichmann. When the news
broke, more than a few
prominent Diaspora Jews
were outraged.
Nahum Goldmann,
(Please turn to page 14)

We Extend Passover Holiday Greetings to the
Jewish Community of the GTA.
May your Festival of Freedom celebration be a joyous occasion
for family and friends.

Local - Canada - USA
Enclosed Door to Door Service
Classic Cars, Autos, Motorcycles, Race Cars
Indoor Storage Available
11 City View Drive, Etobicoke, ON M9W 5A5
437-889-3263 1-888-536-8062
www.tfxinternational.com
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T R AV E L
TA L E S
HELPFUL HINTS FOR THE JEWISH TRAVELLER
By ALEXANDRA COHEN
LAS VEGAS- There
is no question about it. The
City of Las Vegas, Nevada
(https://www.visitlasvegas.
com/ca) has everything that
a vacationer could possibly
ask for: concerts, shows,
sports, shopping, dining,
nightlife, golf, spas, adventure, luxury accommodations, and much more.

Ten kosher restaurants and two well-stocked
markets make kosher food
plentiful in the area. Across
the valley, you can find nine
orthodox synagogues in
lovely neighborhoods. Two
established Jewish day
schools, pre-schools, and a
new yeshiva high school.
(Please turn to page 21)

HAPPY PASSOVER TO OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND STUDENTS
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WAR, MURDER AND INJUSTICE
(Continued from page 5)
chase a modest house in
Toronto. They also find a
way to own a cottage not far
from Toronto. There, Peter,
Deborah and their children
grow up in spectacular
seclusion. They share holidays and vacations in the
family cottage next to a
serene lake.
The cottage is an
unbroken sanctuary for the
Vadas family in a pristine
North American forest. It is
beautiful beyond words and
safe,
a
deep,
iconic
Canadian forest surrounding a clear lake, private and
austere. Here, formative
memories become values.
Values become happiness,
with children and the
rewards of parenthood.
The story begins as
Peter and Deborah are in
middle age, raising their
children and watching their
parents age. Peter remains
in Canada and becomes a
physician. Deborah marries

and her family moves to
Connecticut. They return
regularly to the cottage,
providing their own children
the same experiences that
they had when young.
Upon discovery of
the dismembered body the
idyllic cottage takes on a
sinister, mendacious tone,
no longer pure and innocent. Deborah becomes consumed with the murder, the
perpetrator, and the police
investigation. She contemplates the victim. Who was
she? Did she have parents
and/or children? If so,
where are they now? What
kind of relationship existed
with her husband? Was he
abusive? Was he the murderer? How and why did the
body end up under the
Vadas family cottage? There
had to be a connection.
Deborah is compelled to
discover every detail of the
murder.
(Please turn to following page)
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We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community
for a Joyous Passover Celebration
for family and friends.

HAPPY PASSOVER TO OUR GUESTS

WAR, MURDER AND INJUSTICE
(Continued from preceding page)
Steadfastly research- raise a family. But they dising details of the murder, covered that evil is everyDeborah is driven to discov- where. Criminals surround
er everything about the us and there is no safe
crime. Simultaneously, she place. Levison captures this
explores the lives of her par- for us, emphasizing emoents and grandparents, tional ties to past and pretruncated as they were by sent violence.
Nazi Germany and the
Will the perpetrator
Holocaust. Like many chil- be caught and brought to
dren of Holocaust survivors, justice? For that, you must
she discovers an abundant read the book. You’ll be glad
strength of purpose that that you did.
Publisher/imprint:
enables many of her immediate family to survive the WildBlue Press. available
on amazon.
Charles
s.
horror of the Shoah.
During the Holocaust, Weinblatt was born in
many family members were Toledo, ohio, in 1952. He is
murdered by Nazis or their a retired university adminhired thugs in Hungary— istrator. Mr. Weinblatt is the
the Arrow Cross. Their chil- author of published fiction
dren and grandchildren were and nonfiction. His biogramurdered with them. Some phy appears in the Marquis
were forced to work as slave Who’s Who in america,
labor until they died; others Who’s Who in american
were starved to death in Nazi education, and Wikipedia.
ghettos and camps, or died This review is reprinted
with the permission of the
from rampant disease.
Deborah
Levison new York Journal of Books.
Editor’s
Note:
conveys the reader on a perilous journey through the Deborah Levison will be
horrific murder of a young doing a book signing and
woman whose body was dis- giving the keynote address
covered under their cottage, for The Sarah and Chaim
destroying a sacrosanct and Neuberger Holocaust Centre’s
idyllic place where she had “Dialogue for Descendants”
grown up – a place replete program on Monday May 13
7:00 PM
(Dessert
with powerful memories. at
Her story soon becomes far Reception, 6:30) at the
too enveloping and captivat- Prosserman JCC | Room
ing to escape. The author 211.
finds
herself
deeply
We Extend Best Wishes for
entrenched into her family’s
PASSOVER
Holocaust
experiences,
to
the
Jewish
Community of
which are significant and
the GTA
influential.
Levison is a gifted,
May your Festival of
insightful and evocative
Freedom celebration be a
writer. She delivers a briljoyous one for all.
liant story of murder,
intrigue, faith, genocide,
and a horrendous murder
that shakes the family deep
into its roots.
Levison’s
parents
had endured the ultimate in
pain, bigotry, hatred, and
murder by surviving the
Holocaust. In reaching
Canada, they put the animosity and death behind
them, finding what they
believed was a very serene,
safe and beautiful place to
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NEVER GIVE UP
(Continued from page 6)
to give it a try.
He quickly became a
star centre-fielder, major
bat for his team and the
fastest, most aggressive
base-runner
in
the
league. “Imagine a league
full of heavyweights, and
here’s this guy who regularly turned singles into
triples,”
said
Irwin
Tobias, a league executive. “We hadn’t had an
inside-the-park home run
in maybe a decade...until
Barry came into the
league,” added Levine,
laughing.
So, it seemed it was
only a matter of time before

this well-oiled athlete in
Samuel caught an eye or
two and he was invited to
take part in the Maccabi
fastpitch team tryouts just
this past October. “I was
fully aware that fastpitch
was technically very different from what I played all
those years ago. I felt I
would be ok as a fielder but
I had only just begun to hit
anything at a higher level,”
said Samuel. “I hadn’t tried
out for anything in over 20
years - so, I had to mentally
muster up some confidence.
It was there when that old
feeling came flooding back
(Please turn to page 13)

We Join in Wishing the
Jewish Community of the GTA
a Joyous Passover Celebration for
family and friends.

We Wish All Our Friends
throughout the GTA
a Joyous Passover Celebration

We At

Guild Electric
Extend Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of Metropolitan Toronto
and Area
On the Occasion of
PASSOVER
Electrical & Communication Contractors to
Industry, Commerce, Traffic & Institutions
470 Midwest Road, Scarborough,
ON M1P 4Y5
416-288-8222
www.guildelectric.com
EST 1954

We Wish Our Jewish Friends and Customers a Joyous Passover Celebration

We Join in Wishing Our Jewish Friends and Patients
throughout York Region
A Joyous Celebration on the Occasion of
PASSOVER
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NEVER GIVE UP

HAPPY PASSOVER TO OUR JEWISH FRIENDS

(Continued from page 11)
to me. The idea of realizing
that boyhood dream,” said
Samuel.
Games
Maccabi
bring together a field of
great athletes to partake in
worldwide competitions in
all kinds of different sports.
“Tryouts were pretty much
disastrous. Things just didn’t feel right and they certainly didn’t look right. I
didn’t have a lot of hope,”
said Samuel.
To his good fortune
the stars aligned in his
favour as Samuel received
the news in the form of an
official team invite to join
the Softball Open team set
to compete in Mexico in
July, 2019. “When I got the
news, I was so excited I
couldn’t even breath. It
instantly brought back
flashes of my childhood
playing in old Bond Park. I

could never have predicted
this and so I am supremely
humbled and grateful for
this rare opportunity.”
Indeed, it marks a
tremendous achievement
with a late, improbable step
forward. Living proof not to
give up.
“I am shooting for
gold so that we bring home
the gold and a whole lof of
inspiration for everyone else
out there who may have
given up on a dream,” said
Samuel.
Barry must now
start his long road of
fundraising to be able to
pay for this dream opportunity to come to life. He has a
kickstarter
page
at
https://www.gofundme.com
/manage/barry039s-canada
dream-team.
Barry
can
be
reached at 416.849.7325.

HAPPY PASSOVER TO OUR FRIENDS THROUGHOUT THE GTA
WE ARE PLEASED TO SERVE AND SUPPORT
THE JEWISH COMMUNITY

Pealac Rug

©

HIGH QUALITY • HANDMADE
WE ALSO CLEAN AND REPAIR ALL TYPES OF RUGS!
Our rugs range from small ultra fine silk weaving to rustic character,
tribal designs, as well as a high selection of magnificent country
house Persian rugs.
815 Broadview Ave., Toronto, ONM4K 2P8
416-778-7585 • www.pealacrug.com
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We Wish All Our Friends
a Joyous Passover Celebration

and the
Goldfinger Family
www.canadasportswear.com

MYTH OF A SCHISM
(Continued from page 7)
president of the World
Harvard University
Jewish
Congress,
con- history professor Oscar
demned the Israeli action, Handlin claimed Israel’s
declaring that since "the “underhanded kidnapping,
Nazis killed not only Jews," the violent spiriting of an
Eichmann should be tried individual away from a forby an international tribunal eign jurisdiction” was a viorather than an Israeli court. lation of “the right of refuge
Alan
Stroock,
a - the principle that fugitives
prominent official of the could be seized only by a
influential American Jewish legal process and only for
Committee, asserted that crimes they had personalthe capture of Eichmann ly committed.”
constituted "an unlawful
abduction," and his trial
We Extend Best Wishes for
would be "doubtfully legal.”
PASSOVER
Stroock claimed the episode
to the Jewish Community
could transform Israel from
May your Festival of
"a whole generation of idealFreedom celebration be a
ists into hangmen."
joyous one for
family and friends.

ISRAELI SUPERSTAR
ADMONISHES
PRIME MINISTER

CHAG SAMEACH TO ALL OUR
JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS

aCTress gaLL gaDoT
has joined those criticizing
Prime
Minister
Benjamin netanyahu
for writing on social
media that “israel is not
a state of all its citizens”. gadot was voicing her support for fellow actor rotem sela
who
wrote
on
instagram, “Dear god,
there are also arab citizens in this country.
When the hell will
someone in this government convey to the public that israel is a state
of all its citizens”.
gadot said that rotem
is an “inspiration for all
of us”.

We Extend
Best Wishes for
PASSOVER
to the Jewish
Community of the GTA

The Jewish Standard, April 2019
When
Eichmann
was sentenced to death,
American Jewish voices of
were
again
opposition
heard.
The
Central
Conference of American
(Reform)
Rabbis
urged
clemency for Eichmann, on
the grounds that capital
punishment was immoral
under all circumstances.
Chicago
rabbi
Arnold Goodman, writing in
the official magazine of the
American Jewish Congress,
argued that taking any
human life, no matter what
the reason, was morally
wrong and “might open
Israel to changes of vengefulness and rancor.”
Journalist
and
activist Paul Jacobs wrote
that the Eichmann episode
demonstrated
“Israeli
parochialism, chauvinism
and distrust…of the Gentile
world” (although he somewhat condescendingly conceded that he now “understood better” the reasons for
the attitudes he ascribed to
Israel).
(Please turn to following page)
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We Join in Extending Best Wishes to Our Jewish Friends throughout
Metropolitan Toronto and Area
On the Occasion of
PASSOVER

We Join in Wishing Our Jewish Friends and Customers Across the GTA
A Joyous Passover Celebration
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MYTH OF A SCHISM
(Continued from preceding page)
So, was there a
schism between American
Jewry and Israel over
Eichmann, comparable to
“The Great Schism” today
about which the jour nali s t

Jonathan Weisman recently
wrote on the op-ed page of
the new York Times?
Yes and no. Since
Israel’s earliest days, there
has always been a minority

We Extend Best Wishes for Passover to
Our Jewish Friends and Patients
throughout York Region and the GTA
May your celebration be a joyous occasion for
family and friends.

of American Jews who are
deeply troubled by some
Israeli policies, or even
uncomfortable with the very
existence of a sovereign
Jewish state.
The voices of the
critics are amplified precisely because their perspective
runs contrary to that of
most American Jews. From
the point of view of the news
media, Jews supporting
Israel is a boring dog-bitesman story; Jews denouncing Israel, however, is manbites-dog. The internet and
24-hour cable news have
created new and faster ways
for the minority to make
itself heard.
But the notion that
there is a substantial new
split between American
Jews and Israel, that relations are reaching “a breaking point,” as Weisman and
others are claiming, is contradicted by years of public
opinion polling.

Every
year,
the
American
Jewish
Committee, in its annual
survey of U.S. Jewish public
opinion, asks respondents
how much they care about
Israel. And every year, the
results are the same.
For the past twenty
years - whether Israel’s
prime minister was Ariel
Sharon, Ehud Olmert, or
Benjamin
Netanyahu;
whether America’s president was Bill Clinton,
George W. Bush, Barack
Obama, or Donald Trump between 70% and 75% of
American Jews have said
they care “strongly” or
“somewhat strongly” about
Israel, and between 20%
and 30% have said they feel
“fairly distant” or “very distant” from Israel.
The number who feel
“very” distant is always the
smaller of the two, ranging
from 2% to 13% (during the
period from 1997 to 2018).

HAPPY PASSOVER TO OUR FRIENDS THROUGHOUT THE GTA
WE ARE PLEASED TO SERVE AND SUPPORT
THE JEWISH COMMUNITY

Countertops • Vanity Tops • Tub Deck Surfaces
• Shower Walls • Thresholds • Fire Place Surroundings/Hearths
• Cut to Size Flooring • Interior / Exterior Cleaning
Natural Stone, Granite, Marble, Limestone,
Quartz & Engineered Stones such as Caesarstone, Silestone

WE SUPPLY, MEASURE, TEMPLATE, FABRICATE
TO ORDER AND INSTALL THE FINISHED PRODUCT CALL!
416-663-9615
PRESTIGE, PERFECTION, PRECISION
450 Limestone Crescent, Toronto, ON M3J 2S4
www.prestigegranitedesign.com • info@prestigegranitedesign.com
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The number who
care “strongly” about Israel
(as opposed to just “somewhat strongly”) has actually
been increasing steadily
over the years. It was in the
20s in 1997-2002, the 30s
in almost every year from
2003 to 2015, and has
reached the 40s each of the

17
past three years.
A “Great Schism”
between American Jews and
Israel? Hardly. It’s loud,
passionate, and interesting
- but it’s a small fracture,
the size of which has
remained
unchanged
despite the latest well-publicized quarrels.

We Join in Extending Best Wishes
to Our Jewish Friends and Tenants throughout
Metropolitan Toronto and Area
On the Occasion of
PASSOVER

•
WORLD IN REVIEW
(Continued from page 3)

Kosher Food Now
In Dubai Also
There is another
area where, surprisingly,
kosher food in now available - the Gulf States,
where
a kosher catering
company has been established in Dubai, Gulf airlines is planning on offering kosher food and a
kosher restaurant is in the
works in the United Arab
Emirates. Kosher Arabia
was founded by Ross Kriel,
a
Johannesburg-born
lawyer who is the leader of
the Orthodox Jewish community in Dubai.

For now the company serves only dairy, fish
and vegetables and there is
no kashrut supervisor.
But that did not stop
Kosher Arabia from setting
up a kosher food section at
a February interfaith conference in Abu Dhabi
which was attended by
Pope Francis. “It was so
exciting”, said Rabbi Marc
Schneier, head of the
Jewish-Muslim Interfaith
Understanding Foundation,
“to stand in line for kosher
food in Abu Dhabi at a
conference convened by
Muslim leaders”. Schneier
added that “many Jews
(Please turn to following page)

We Extend Best Wishes on the Occasion of
PASSOVER
to Our Jewish Friends throughout the GTA.
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WORLD IN REVIEW
(Continued from preceding page)
visit the Gulf states, and
they need kosher food. If
there were such a thing
here, more Jews would
come there and everyone
would benefit-the Jews
from the kosher food, and
the
locals
from
an
increase in tourism”.
The availability of
kosher food is a symbol of
the growing ties between
Israel and the Gulf states.

We Wish All Our Jewish Friends
throughout the GTA
A Joyous Passover Celebration

HAPPY PASSOVER TO ALL OUR
JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS
ACROSS THE GTA

“How to Recognize
A Jew”
The right wing
Polish-language weekly,
Tylko Polska(Only Poland)
ran a front page article
telling readers “how to
recognize a Jew”. Names,
anthropological features,
expressions, appearances,
character traits, methods
of operation, disinformation activities are all listed
as clues. The article also
reads: “How to defeat
them? This cannot go on!”
only Poland is
published by Leszek Bubl,
a fringe nationalist candidate and a musician who
has sung about “rabid”
rabbis. The paper was
spotted at the Sejm, the
lower house of the Polish
parliament, as part of the
packet of periodicals. It
was quickly removed.

Matza Ball Soup
A Big Hit
“Top Chef” is one of
television’s most popular
cooking competitions(on
Bravo). And one of this
year’s semi-finalists was
Sara Bradley, who grew up
in Paducah, Kentucky with
a Jewish mother and
Appalachian father.
She
spent summers at Camp
Ben Franklin as a teenager.
In the race to the
finals, where Sara would
ultimately finish runnerup, contestants were told
to “look to your heritage
and make a dish reflective
of that but with Chinese
ingredients.” Semi-finalists
were joined by a parent or

HAPPY PASSOVER
TO OUR
JEWISH FRIENDS
ACROSS THE GTA

We Join in Wishing the Jewish Communities of
Metropolitan Toronto, North York and York Region
a Joyous Passover Celebration.

The Jewish Standard, April 2019
sibling to help them meet
the challenge. Sara’s mom
Bebe made the trip to
Macau where the episode
was filmed.
Bradley made a traditional meal of chicken
thighs with matza balls in
We Extend
Best Wishes for
PASSOVER
to the Jewish Community
of the GTA
May your Festival of
Freedom celebration be a
joyous one for
family and friends.

We Take Pleasure in
Extending Passover
Greetings to Our
Jewish Friends
and Customers
May your
celebration be a
joyous one.

19
savory mushroom consomme. Judge Abe Conlon
said that Bradley’s food
“brought heritage and local
ingredients into a harmonious dish”.
Her runner-up finish in the competition
means that from now on
“nothing will be the same”,
She is currently chef and
proprietor of a restaurant
and bar in her hometown.

New Zealand
Synagogues Closed
For the first time in
history synagogues in New
Zealand were closed on
Shabbat following the massacres of Muslims in
Christchurch. Jewish community centres in the country and the Kadimah Jewish
day school were also closed.
The
Aukland
Hebrew
Congregation told members
it had taken the “unprecedented step” of cancelling
all shabbat services over
concerns about the security
of the community.
The
move was also seen as an
“act of solidarity” with the
Muslim community.

J u s T i n TruDeau
holds a copy of the new
book about the history
of Canadian Jews. The
book is a record of the
acclaimed
Canadian
Jewish experience (CJe)
exhibit
created
for
Canada’s sesquicentennial celebrations. it presents all fifteen panels
in the CJe exhibit
together
with
photographs and texts.

Happy Passover to All Our
Jewish Friends and Clients

Avanti
Surveying
210 North Queen St.
416 231-1174
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WORLD IN REVIEW
(Continued from preceding page)

Little Jewish
Support for Trump
Despite the growing controversy within the
Democratic party over

comments by Rep. Ilhan
Omar and the formation
of a new Republican
group Jexodus urging
angry Jews to abandon
the Democratic party,
American Jewry remains

Best Wishes for
PASSOVER
to all Our Jewish Friends and Customers
Across the GTA

We Extend Passover Greetings to the
Jewish Community of
METROPOLITAN TORONTO AND AREA
May your holiday celebration be a joyous one for
family and friends.

solidly in the Democratic
camp.
Just over half of
American Jews call themselves Democrat while 16
percent
identify
as
Republican and 31 percent
as
independent.
Jews were the highest
group
identifying
as
Democrat at 52 percent
with
30
percent
of
Catholics and 27 percent
of Protestants and other
Christians joining them.
Only 26 percent of
Jews approve of President
Trump with 71 percent
disapproving. That number is the highest among
all American religious
groups.
Donald Trump may
label the Democrats as an
“anti-Jewish party” but
that has failed to resonate
with Jewish voters. And it
has resulted in a fierce
rebuke from the Jewish

Democratic Council of
America. Says Executive
Director Halie Soifer:
This week, President Trump
his
daily
continued
assault on decency and
honesty in our politics. by
falsely
claiming
that
American Jews are leaving
the Democratic Party. He
tweeted a quote from a
new
group
called
“Jexodus,” which is nothing more than a political
front for Republicans aiming to chip away at the
Jewish vote. This is nothing new. For decades,
Republicans h a v e e y e d
the 70–80%” the Jewish
electorate that consistently
supports Democrats and
politicized U.S. support
o f I s r a e l i n a futile
attempt to make inroads on
the Jewish vote. It’s never
worked
because
the
Republicans are completely
out of step with Jewish

HAPPY PASSOVER TO ALL OUR
JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS
THROUGHOUT THE GTA
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values on a wide range of
issues. What is new, however, is the weaponization
of anti-Semitism and the
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president’s unconscionable
false
accusation
that
“Democrats hate Jewish
people.”

HAPPY PASSOVER TO THE
JEWISH COMMUNITY OF THE GTA
AND TO OUR JEWISH CUSTOMERS

•
TRAVEL TALES
(Continued from page 8)
Las Vegas is considered the fastest growing
Jewish community in the
United States. There are
over 70,000 Jews and 19
synagogues in total, as well
as many Jewish organizations in the area, Jewish
delis, and kosher restaurants. Many larger markets
feature kosher fresh meats
and kosher food sections.

Even the Mayor of
Las
Vegas,
Carolyn
Goodman, is Jewish. The
19th annual Las Vegas
Jewish Film Festival took
place in January, providing
insight into Jewish identity,
history, and culture, also
promoting solidarity with
Israel and the remembrance
of the Holocaust.
(Please turn to following page)

TORONTO INVESTORS HONOURED BY
STATE OF ISRAEL BONDS

ToronTo Honorees Joe anD ruTH BiTTon
(fourth from left and fifth from left), and Lily and
Jack Bitton (third from right and second from
right), with ron Dermer, israel's ambassador to
the united states (center) at the annual israel
Bonds international Prime Minister’s Club Dinner,
held March 3 in Hollywood, FL. The Bittons were
among nine honorees presented with the first
annual shimon Peres Leadership award in recognition of their exceptional dedication to israel and
Jewish causes. at the dinner, ambassador
Dermer, in referencing israel’s recent lunar landing
craft launch, said, “israel Bonds has been our
booster rocket, helping to fuel israel’s remarkable
rise among the nations.” Mika almog, the granddaughter of shimon Peres, cited the late president’s forward-looking vision in telling the honorees, “You, too, are made of the future.” also pictured: stuart garawitz, vice President, national
sales of israel Bonds (far left); Howard goldstein,
Chairman of the Board of israel Bonds (third from
left); israel Maimon, President and Ceo of israel
Bonds (far right). Photo: Peter Halmagyi

We Extend Passover Greetings to the
Jewish Community of
METROPOLITAN TORONTO AND AREA
May your holiday celebration be a joyous one for
family and friends.

We Join in Extending Best Wishes
to the Jewish Community
On the Occasion of
PASSOVER
May your Festival of Freedom celebration by a
joyous one for family and friends.
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We Wish All Our Jewish Friends and
Customers a Joyous Passover Celebration.

We Wish all Our Jewish Friends and
Customers Across the GTA
A Joyous Passover celebration.

We Join in Extending Best Wishes
to Our Jewish Friends throughout
Metropolitan Toronto and Area
On the Occasion of
PASSOVER
May your celebration be a joyous one.

416-504-2667
SERVING THE GTA

TRAVEL TALES
(Continued from preceding page)
WHERE TO STAY:
We stayed at the gorgeous
Vdara
Hotel
&
Spa
(https://www.vdara.com), a
luxury boutique property
located at CityCenter.
An all-suite hotel
and spa is designed for
those who love the excitement of Vegas, but prefer to
enjoy it in a smaller and
more exclusive, non-gaming, smoke-free environment, Vdara is physically
connected to the Bellagio
and directly adjacent to the
Aria Resort & Casino, offering access to all of the
amenities and energy of
CityCenter while also providing a nearby retreat from
the hustle and bustle of the
strip.
The Vdara made its
debut in December 2009.
Soaring 57 stories, Vdara
has 1,495 suites ranging
from 500 to 1,650 square
feet. It also boasts some
outstanding
amenities,
including its spa. Featuring
10,000 square feet of contemporary
conference
space, Vdara has become
the premier choice in Las
Vegas for customized executive meetings, corporate,
social, and banquet functions for up to 400 guests.
The Pool & Lounge, a beauti-

ful getaway that we had the
chance to experience firsthand, also features 19 luxurious cabanas, including six
spa cabanas. While at the
Vdara guests can experience what is surely a first in
many of their lives: snacks
and coffee delivered to their
rooms by two relay robots
by the names of Fetch and
Jett.
We were pleased to
see that our Corner Suite
offered us a lovely view of
some of the hotels on the
Strip. Other similar suites
We Extend Best Wishes for
PASSOVER
to the Jewish Community
May your Festival of
Freedom celebration be a
joyous one for
family and friends.

We Extend Best Wishes for
PASSOVER
to our Jewish Friends and Customers
throughout the GTA and Southwestern Ontario

The Jewish Standard, April 2019
offer picturesque views of
the Bellagio Fountains and
surrounding
mountains.
The kitchenette features a
two-burner stove and a fullsized refrigerator, while the
living area offers a dining
table fit for four. You can
end the day by soaking in
the spa-like tub sitting in
the room’s expansive bathroom. There are 42-inch,
flat-screen, and high - definition
televisions
with
media hubs for MP3 players, cameras, DVD players
and game consoles as well
as a work desk with a multiline telephone in each of the
suites. We also had access
to large closets with plush
robes and slippers, an
ironing board and clothes
steamer, and a washing
machine. The in-suite, laptop-sized electronic safes
were an added convenience
for all of us.
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For more information, log on to www.vdara.
com, or call toll free at (866)
745-7767 or 702.590.2111.
Follow Vdara on Facebook
and Twitter at Vdara Las
Vegas and VdaraLV.
BAVETTE AND THE
PARK MGM: The former
Monte Carlo Hotel officially
shed its name recently for a
new identity – Park MGM
(https://www.parkmgm.com/
en.html). The project comprises two new distinct
experiences: Park MGM,
and a Las Vegas version of
the renowned NoMad, a
stand alone 292-room hotel
encompassing the tower’s
top four floors.
We got a
look at this new hotel when
we
dined at Bavette’s
Steakhouse (www.b a v e t t e s
steakhouse.com). Bavette’s
offers fantastic takes on
some time-honored steakhouse traditions,

We Extend Passover Holiday Greetings to Our
Jewish Friends and Customers Across the
GTA

SUPPLYING RESTAURANTS, HOTELS,
INSTITUTIONS AND CATERERS
We guarantee the highest quality of fresh and
custom-processed produce!
www.ajlanzarotta.com
1000 Lakeshore Rd., East, Mississauga
905-891-0510
No charge dial 1-800-361-4519

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the Jewish Communities of
Metropolitan Toronto, North York, York Region and Halton-Peel
On the Occasion of
PASSOVER
May your Festival of Freedom celebration be a joyous one.

YOUNG & YOUNG
SURVEYING INC
Land Surveyors
Construction Surveyors
310 North Queen St., Etobicoke, ON M9C 5K4
416 621-2676
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