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The Significance of Passover
The miracles with which the

Passover story is embellished

have largely lost their credibility

in an unimaginative, pragmatic,

rationalist world. Most of us, if we

give these miracles any thought at

all, search diligently for some nat-

ural explanation for the wonders

which were wrought during the

Hebrews’ struggle for liberation

from Egypt.

Yet it is difficult, at this

Passover season, to be a pes-

simist. The warm glow of the

Seders, the deepening of family

relationships, the knowledge that

Pesach traditionally provides evi-

dence of the capacity of the

Jewish people to survive  all lend

to a spirit of optimism which it is

impossible to deny.

As we read the Haggadah

we are conscious of the fact that

much of it is rooted in the super-

stitions and prejudices of the

past, an age which we fail fully
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to understand.  But there is a link

which binds those who compiled

the Haggadah to the era of which

it tells and there is, as well, a

chain which binds us to the cre-

ators of the Haggadah and

through them, to our ancestors of

Mosaic times.  And there is a

chain, too, which will bind our

descendents to us, who in our

own way are seeking new paths

towards an understanding of a

complex and dangerous exis-

tence.

The continued observance

of Passover, rooted in the long

and troubled Jewish past, pro-

vides hope that having survived

the stinging lash of the Egyptian

whip, the blazing auto-de-fe’s of

the Inquisition, the horrors of the

gas chambers and crematoria of

Auschwitz and Treblinka,

Buchenwald and Dachau, Jews

can be reasonably confident of

their ultimate survival.

Cover Story

Magen David

Adom’s Passover

“Food Drive” has

become a tradition

with paramedics,

first responders and

volunteers helping to

collect and deliver

Passover food prod-

ucts to families in

need.

THE ABOVE PHOTO OF CHINESE CHILDREN EATING

matzah appears in “The Diaspora and The Lost Tribes of

Israel”, by Amotz Asa-El.  The incredibly beautiful work

explores both the migration known as  the Jewish

Diaspora and the story of Israel’s Lost Tribes.
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NEWS OF THE RECENT PAST IS REVIEWED

By NOAH FREEDMAN

(Please turn to page 13)

In 2000 the Jewish

population of Baku on the
Caspian Sea was around
16000. Today it numbers
no more than 8000.  But
that hasn’t stopped Moshe
Moiseev from opening the
country’s first ever kosher-
certified restaurant.  In
May, 7/40 will open in the
Nasimi district, formerly
the city’s Jewish neigh-
bourhood, near the
Chabad Synagogue and the
Georgian Synagogue.

The restaurant will
have room for 100 diners
and will combine Azeri cui-
sine with Middle Eastern

kosher restaurant”, he
says “but its success
depends on its appeal to
the average Azeri restau-
rant goer, and we’ve done
everything possible to
make them feel at home at
7/40”.

Kosher Restaurant
In Azerbaijan

now available - the Gulf
States,  where a kosher
catering company has been
established in Dubai, Gulf
airlines is planning on
offering kosher food and a
kosher restaurant is in the
works in the United Arab
Emirates.  Kosher Arabia
was founded by Ross Kriel,
a Johannesburg-born
lawyer who is the leader of

Israeli dishes.  Moiseev
was born in Baku and has
worked in the food indus-
try in both Israel and the
Ukraine.

Rabbi Shneor Segal
of Chabad maintains that
while the Jewish popula-
tion may have declined
over the years the attach-
ment to Judaism among
those who have stayed
“has grown stronger.”  The
restaurant, adds the rabbi,
will “upgrade in a major
way” the experience of the
growing number of Jewish
tourists to Baku.

Still, Moiseev’s plan
for success also involves
attracting non-Jewish
patrons.  “This will be a 

BEST WISHES TO MY JEWISH

FRIENDS AND CONSTITUENTS

ON THE OCCASION OF

PASSOVER

MAY YOUR FESTIVAL OF FREEDOM

HOLIDAY BE BLESSED WITH 

JOY AND HAPPINESS.

SAM OOSTERHOFF, MPP

Niagara West

Constituency Office:

Unit M1, 4961 King St., E.

Beamsville, ON L0R 1B0

905-563-1755 • 1-800-665-3967

sam.oosterhoffco@pc.ola.org

www.samoosterhoffmpp.ca

Queen’s Park Office

138 University Ave., 5th floor

Toronto, ON M5G 2K8

416-326-1697

sam.oosterhoff@pc.ola.org

MAYOR RON HuLDAI AND CANADIAN ISRAELI

philanthropist Sylvan Adams inaugurated the first

section of a network of bicycle trails that will turn

Tel Aviv into the Amsterdam of the Middle East.

The new trail will depart from HaYarkon Park and

connect Tel Aviv to Bnei Brak's business center.

The ribbon cutting ceremony closed with Huldai

and Adams cycling the new route along with

cyclists from the Israel Cycling Academy, who rep-

resented Israel in the Giro d’Italia in May.  The

Quebec born philanthropist helped finance the pro-

ject.

Kosher Food Now
Also in Gulf States

There is another

area where kosher food is

THE WORLD IN REVIEW
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V I L N I U S ’

H E R I TA G E

the City of Vilnius, created
the guide as a convenient
way for anyone to learn
about the country’s most
renowned Litvaks, uncover
well-known memorials, and
find the hidden gems of the
local Jewish culture and its
traditions. 

Even though
Lithuania lost most of its
Jewish population living in
the country during the
Second World War, the old
Jewish inscriptions on
buildings, the legendary
doctor Zemach Shabad, the
only synagogue in Vilnius
that managed to survive the
Second World War without
significant damage, and
many more inspirational
stories of hope are alive in
Vilnius today. As such, the
year 2020 will be known as

(Please turn to page 9)

We Join in Extending 
Best Wishes for Passover
to Our Jewish Friends 

throughout
Hamilton and Burlington
May your celebration be a

joyous occasion.
We are always pleased to

serve you.

With bagels making
a delicious comeback in
Lithuania’s capital and a
number of traditional
Jewish celebrations becom-
ing part of city life again,
there’s a sense that Jewish
culture is experiencing
somewhat of a rebirth in
Vilnius, which has many
looking back at the city’s
historic ties with its Jewish,
or Litvak, community. And
though the time machine
has yet to be invented, it’s
now possible to travel back
in time to when Vilnius was
known as the Jerusalem of
the North. Unlocking the
Jewish cultural heritage
deeply embedded into the
city’s streets, buildings, and
history has just become a
lot easier thanks to the new
free guide entitled, Discover

Jewish Heritage in Vilnius.

Go Vilnius, the offi-
cial development agency of

.

We Extend Best Wishes for

PASSOVER

to Our Jewish Friends throughout

HAMILTON AND BURLINGTON

A GuIDE TO VIlNIuS’ JEWISH HERITAGE 

Submitted by

GO VILNIUS | THE OFFICIAL DEVELOPMENT
AGENCY OF THE CITY OF VILNIUS

We Extend Best Wishes to the  Jewish Communities of

HAMILTON-WENTWORTH AND BURLINGTON

We wish you well in the years ahead.

We are privileged to serve you

THE MONuMENT TO 

the Vilna Gaon,
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We Take Pleasure in Extending Best Wishes to Our

Jewish Friends and Customers throughout

HAMILTON-WENTWORTH AND BURLINGTON

We wish you well in the years ahead.

We are always pleased to serve you.

Sixty years ago this
spring, an Israeli secret
agent stepped off a plane in
the Buenos Aires airport,
armed with false identity
papers and a cover story
about working in the
Foreign Ministry’s accounts
department. He was actual-
ly on the trail of one of the

most notorious Nazi war
criminals. He could not
have imagined that he
would soon trigger one of
the most unpleasant clash-
es in the history of the rela-
tionship between Israel and
the American Jewish com-
munity—a clash with
important lessons for those
who are worried about the
state of Israel-Diaspora
relations today.

The Israeli agent,
I sse r  Hare l ,  a r r i ved  in

THE MYTH OF THE ISRAEL-

DIASPORA “SCHISM”
lATEST DISAGREEMENTS DO NOT REVEAl A DIVIDE BETWEEN THE DIASPORA AND ISRAEl

By RAFAEL MEDOFF

(Dr. Rafael Medoff is

co-author, with Chaim I.

Waxman, of The Historical

Dictionary of Zionism.) - The

Editor

PITTSBuRGH MAYOR BILL PEDuTO RECENTLY

visited the KKL-JNF 9/11 Living Memorial Plaza in

Emek Ha’arazim, Jerusalem, established follow-

ing the tragic terror attack last October at the Tree

of Life - OrSimcha Synagogue. Not long after news

broke of the tragic terror attack, Keren Kayemet

L’Israel-Jewish National Fund (KKl-JNF) leader-

ship decided these victims should be commemo-

rated in Israel with a symbolic memorial, as part

of the unyielding commitment and dedication KKL-

JNF has for the Jewish Diaspora. The memorial

plaque was established just several weeks after

the Pittsburgh synagogue shooting. After seeing

the memorial plaque, Mayor Peduto said that, “I

have a long history with the Tree of Life congrega-

tion, I knew some of the victims personally.

Photo Credit: Rafi Ben Hakun, KKL-JNF

￼

Argentina on March 1,
1960. Two months later,
Harel’s team captured Adolf

Eichmann. When the news
broke,  more than a few

(Please turn to  page 10)
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We Are Pleased to Extend Greetings to 
the Jewish Communities of

HAMILTON-WENTWORTH AND
BURLINGTON

We are always pleased to serve you.

We Extend Best Wishes for

PASSOVER

to the  Jewish Communities of

HAMILTON-

WENTWORTH AND

BURLINGTON

May your Festival of

Freedom celebration be 

a joyous one.

We Extend Best Wishes to the Jewish Community of

HAMILTON AND AREA

on the Occasion of Passover

May your celebration be a joyous one.

Editor’s Note:  Hedi
Fried was a fifteen-year-old
living in Sighet, Romania,
when the war broke out in
1939. In March 1944,
Hedi’s family, along with
three thousand other Jews
from her village, were con-
fined to a ghetto, awaiting
shipment to Auschwitz. In
Auschwitz, amidst the hor-
ror, Hedi turned twenty, her
sister, Livi, fifteen. As Hedi
and Livi will later learn,
their parents do not sur-
vive.

In April 1945, the
sisters were transported to
Bergen-Belsen, two months
before liberation. Upon lib-
eration, Hedi renewed her
acquaintance with Michael,
another survivor from
Sighet. They moved to
Sweden, married, and even-
tually had three sons. It is
the loss of Michael, when
Hedi is only forty, that
prompts Heid’s writings. “It
took me forty years to real-
ize that I am a witness and
that it is my task to tell
what I experienced.”

Now ninety-four, she
is Sweden's most famous
refugee, having spent her
life educating young people
about the Holocaust and
answering their questions
about one of the darkest
periods in human history.
And since these questions
come from children, they
quickly reach a level of inti-
macy that most adults
would be afraid to venture
into. Questions like:

"How was it to live in
the camps?" "Did you dream
at night?" "Why did Hitler
hate the Jews?" and: "Can
you forgive?"

Questions I Am

Asked About the Holocaust

(Scribe, April 2019) is a col-
lection of Hédi's gentle, hon-
est answers to these ques-
tions over the years. With
sensitivity and complete
candor, Fried answers these
questions and more in this
deeply human book that

(Please turn to page 8)

ASKING ABOUT

THE HOLOCAUST
HOlOCAuST SuRVIVOR HAS SPENT HER lIFE

TAlKING TO YOuNG PEOPlE IN SWEDEN

By HEIDI FRIED
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T R A V E L

T A L E S
HElPFul HINTS FOR THE JEWISH TRAVEllER

By ALEXANDRA COHEN

quisite finishes, bespoke
furnishings and a curated
art program. The Palace
Tower's elegantly designed
new guest rooms and suites
feature cool grey tones
accented by royal blue and
champagne gold. Centrally
located, the Palace Tower is
a short walk to the resort's
convention center, Appian
Way shops and Garden of
the Gods Pool Oasis. During
the resort’s 50th anniver-
sary celebration in 2016,
the evolution of Caesars
Palace continued with the
reimagining of the iconic
hotel’s original tower, the
Roman Tower, which was
completely reborn as the
new Julius Tower. Never
resting on its laurels, the
$75 million Las Vegas hotel
tower renovation is part of a
$1 billion investment,
cementing Caesars Palace
as the premier resort at the
center of the Las Vegas Strip
that has welcomed millions
of visitors since its begin-
ning on Aug.5, 1966.  The

We Are Pleased to Extend Our Annual Greetings
to the Jewish Communities of

HAMILTON-WENTWORTH AND BURLINGTON
We are always pleased to serve you.

LAS VEGAS: What
would a visit to Las Vegas be
like without spending some
time at the famous Caesars
Palace? As famous as Las
Vegas itself, this spot is per-
haps the best-known casino
resort in the world. What
began as a grand casino
honoring the indulgent lux-
uries of ancient Rome has
somehow evolved into
something even more spec-
tacular.  

Caesars Palace
spans 85-acres at the heart
of the Las Vegas Strip, just
10-minutes from McCarran
International Airport. 

In 2017,Caesars
completed the renovation of
its Palace Tower, the
resort's largest tower, fea-
turing 1,181 stylishly
designed guest rooms and
suites and a price tag top-
ping $100 million.
Considered the crown jewel
of the tower, the coveted
29th floor features 10 luxu-
rious new villas ranging in
size from 2,750  to 4,085
square feet and featuring (Please turn to page 18)

HAPPY PASSOVER TO MY

JEWISH FRIENDS AND CONSTITUENTS

We  Extend Best Wishes for

PASSOVER

to Our Jewish Friends and Clients throughout

HAMILTON
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We Join in Extending  Greetings to the 

Jewish Communities of

HAMILTON-WENTWORTH 

AND BURLINGTON

We wish you success in the years ahead.

We are always pleased to discuss your needs.

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE HOLOCAUST
(Continued from page 6)

were going to be sent to
Germany, once a task force
had separated out the worst
items. What was not sent off
would be washed and steril-
ized, and — painted with a
yellow cross — used as
prison clothes. In exchange,
we were given grey tunics of
varying length and ill-
shaped underwear in a
coarse fabric.

I cannot remember
whether we were given
socks, but we did get a
handkerchief, which we
used to cover our shaved
heads.

When we were
selected for work, we got to
change into "civilian"
clothes with a yellow cross
painted on our dresses so
we would not be confused
with those who were to
remain behind. These
clothes were also
exchanged sometimes.
When the cold set in, we
were given an additional,
so-called "warmer" piece of
clothing.

I was given a coat,
albeit very light, while my
sister Livi got a cardigan.
thad originally belonged to

urges us never to forget and
never to repeat.”
Excerpted from the book:

"How were you dressed?" 

When we arrived at
Auschwitz we had to strip
naked. We put all of our  

clothes in one pile, our
shoes tied together in
another. I wondered quietly
how everyone would find
their own clothes again.

It was only later that
I found out that the clothes 

We Extend Best Wishes to Our

Jewish Friends in Hamilton

On the Occasion of

PASSOVER

May your Festival of Freedom celebration

be a joyous occasion.

her favorite cousin, Ditsi.
That is how we realized that
she too had walked under
"Arbeit macht frei," the cyn-
ical sign that hung above
the entrance to Auschwitz.
The "warm" clothes had to
be returned in the spring,
the others we kept until lib-
eration.

After liberation, we
wanted to get rid of these
clothes as quickly as possi-
ble and get new ones, and
we managed this in many
different ways. Sometimes,
we received gifts from the
British soldiers, or else we
went out into the neighbor-
hood and searched. We
could "find" clothes drying
on a clothesline, which we
unscrupulously acquired —
after all, the Germans had
taken so much more from
us. It was not called theft,
it was called "organizing."
Girls who were good at
sewing were at a premium.
Blankets and sheets trans-
formed under their nimble
fingers. They turned into
skirts, jackets, and dress-
es.

I, myself, had a
dress made from a green 

2000 Garth St., Suite 101

Hamilton, Ontario L9B 0C1

905-385-6383 or 1-800-463-5208

www.mitchellandabbott.com

COMMERCIAL - 

INDUSTRIAL

PERSONAL - LIFE

SINCE 1921
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We Are Pleased to  Extend Passover Greetings to the
Jewish Communities of

HAMILTON AND BURLINGTON
May your celebration be a joyous one.

curtain, and "found" a pair
of blue sailor’s trousers
made from wool. I wore the
trousers when we travelled

to Sweden. In Lu ̈beck, we
and our clothes were steril-
ized, and the girls who had
wearable clothes got to keep
them. I wore the trousers to
my first job in Stockholm.

With my first pay
cheque, I bought a black
woollen dress that cost me
my entire month’s salary,
100 kronor. It was worth the
price. Finally, I could put on
something "elegant," that
gave me confidence when I
met up with friends at a

cafe ́ on a Sunday afternoon.

Happy Passover to all Our

Jewish Friends and Customers

May your Festival of Freedom celebration

be a joyous occasion.

•
VILNIUS HERITAGE

(Continued from page 4)

the year of the Vilna Gaon –
the great Lithuanian Rabbi
and Litvak religious leader –
as well as the year of
Lithuanian Jews.

“Vilnius has been
home to many talented
Litvaks: writer Romain
Gary, painters Samuel Bak
and Michael Kikoine, poet
Moyshe Kulbak, violinist
Jascha Heifetz, and many
more now-famous Jewish
artists were inspired in
Vilnius. Even though a lot of
the buildings and places
have significantly changed

since the Second World War,
we are proud to gather all of
the most important places
and cultural references into
a guide for everyone to dis-
cover this impressive cul-
tural legacy that lies in the
heart of Vilnius,” says Inga
Romanovskiene, Director of
Go Vilnius. 

The great pre-war
Jewish culture and the sub-
sequent tragedy that was
the Holocaust are intercon-
nected in the guide, which
puts forth a tangible tale of
the best and the worst of

times. Nevertheless, the
concept of home marks
every story and there are
many famous Litvaks to
help recount them. 

The extensive guide
– available for download
online at www.vilnius
tourism.lt and in printed
format at the Vilnius
Tourist Information Centres
– is a great resource for in-

dependent travellers, curi-
ous historians, and those
looking to gain more
insight into a community
that has had such a sig-
nificant influence on the
city. It tells a story of
Jewish Vilnius and guides
travellers through the
streets with narratives
that will bring them back
in time.
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We Extend Best Wishes for
PASSOVER

to Our Jewish Friends In
HAMILTON-WENTWORTH AND BURLINGTON

May  your celebration be a joyous one.
We are always pleased to serve you.

prominent Diaspora Jews
were outraged.

Nahum Goldmann,
president of the World
Jewish Congress, con-
demned the Israeli action,
declaring that since "the
Nazis killed not only Jews,"
Eichmann should be tried
by an international tribunal
rather than an Israeli court. 

Alan Stroock, a
prominent official of the
influential American Jewish
Committee, asserted that
the capture of Eichmann
constituted "an unlawful
abduction," and his trial
would be "doubtfully legal."
Stroock claimed the episode
could transform Israel from
"a whole generation of ideal-
ists into hangmen." 

Harvard University
history professor Oscar
Handlin claimed Israel’s
“underhanded kidnapping,
the violent spiriting of an
individual away from a for-
eign jurisdiction” was a vio-
lation of “the right of
refuge—the principle that

fugitives could be seized
only by a legal process and
only for crimes they had
personally committed.”

When Eichmann
was sentenced to death,
American Jewish voices of
opposition were again
heard. The Central
Conference of American
(Reform) Rabbis urged
clemency for Eichmann, on
the grounds that capital
punishment was immoral
under all circumstances. 

Chicago rabbi
Arnold Goodman, writing in
the official magazine of the
American Jewish Congress,
argued that taking any
human life, no matter what
the reason, was morally
wrong and “might open
Israel to changes of venge-
fulness and rancor.” 

Journalist and
activist Paul Jacobs wrote
that the Eichmann episode
demonstrated “Israeli
parochialism, chauvinism
and distrust…of the Gentile
world” (although he some-

THE MYTH OF A SCHISM
(Continued from page 5)

CAULKING SAVES ENERGY
INDUSTRIAL - RESIDENTIAL

905-643-8085
FAX: 905-643-8086

We Extend Best Wishes to Our Jewish Friends

throughout Hamilton and Area

SALES | SERVICE | RENTALS | EVENTS

We can help you with your home

healthcare needs and do it with a smile.

549 Bronte Rd | Oakville

P. 905 825 5335 ext. 300

154 Norseman St | Etobicoke

P. 416-237-9654

M. 905-302-1312

W. accessabilities.ca

F. Like us on Facebook

T. Follow us on Twitter

I. Follow us on Instagram

L. ca.linkedin.com/in/courtneykristin

We Wish All Our Jewish 

Friends and Customers

throughout the GTA, Oakville and Hamilton 

a Joyous Passover Celebration.



what condescendingly con-
ceded that he now “under-
stood better” the reasons for
the attitudes he ascribed to
Israel).

So, was there a
schism between American
Jewry and Israel over
Eichmann, comparable to
“The Great Schism” today
about which journalist
Jonathan Weisman recently
wrote on the op-ed page of
the New York Times?

Yes and no. Since
Israel’s earliest days, there
has always been a minority
of American Jews who are
deeply troubled by some
Israeli policies, or even
uncomfortable with the very
existence of a sovereign
Jewish state.

The voices of the
critics are amplified precise-
ly because their perspective
runs contrary to that of
most American Jews. From
the point of view of the news
media, Jews supporting
Israel is a boring dog-bites-
man story; Jews denounc-
ing Israel, however, is man-
bites-dog. The internet and
24-hour cable news have
created new and faster ways
for the minority to make
itself heard.

But the notion that
there is a substantial new
split between American
Jews and Israel, that rela-
tions are reaching “a break-
ing point,” as Weisman and
others are claiming, is con-
tradicted by years of public
opinion polling.

Every year, the
American Jewish Committee,
in its annual survey of U.S.
Jewish public opinion, asks
respondents how much they
care about Israel. And every
year, the results are the
same.

For the past twenty
years - whether Israel’s
prime minister was Ariel
Sharon, Ehud Olmert, or
Benjamin Netanyahu;
whether America’s presi-
dent was Bill Clinton,
George W. Bush, Barack
Obama, or Donald Trump -
between 70% and 75% of
American Jews have said

they care “strongly” or
“somewhat strongly” about
Israel, and between 20%
and 30% have said they feel
“fairly distant” or “very dis-
tant” from Israel.

The number who feel
“very” distant is always the
smaller of the two, ranging
from 2% to 13% (during the
period from 1997 to 2018).
The number who care
“strongly” about Israel (as
opposed to just “somewhat
strongly”) has actually been
increasing steadily over the
years. It was in the 20s in
1997-2002, the 30s in
almost every year from 2003
to 2015, and has reached
the 40s each of the past
three years.

A “Great Schism”
between American Jews and
Israel? Hardly. It’s loud,
passionate, and interesting
- but it’s a small fracture,
the size of which has
remained unchanged
despite the latest well-pub-
licized quarrels.
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We Join in Wishing the Jewish Community of 

Hamilton and Area

A Joyous Passover Festival of Freedom Celebration for

Family and Friends

We Extend Best Wishes to Our Jewish Friends in

Hamilton

On the Occasion of

PASSOVER

May your Festival of Freedom celebration be

a joyous occasion.



12 The Jewish Standard, April 2019

We Are Pleased to Extend Our Annual Greetings

to the Jewish Communities of

HAMILTON-WENTWORTH AND BURLINGTON

We are always pleased to serve you.

We Join in Extending Passover Greetings to Our

Jewish Friends throughout

Hamilton, St. Catharines, Niagara Falls, Welland 

May your Festival of Freedom celebration be a

joyous occasion.

ISRAELI PRESIDENT REuVEN (RuVI) RIVLIN

recently visited ‘Save a Child’s Heart’ at the

Wolfson Medical Center in Holon. ‘Save a Child’s

Heart’ was established in 1995 at Wolfson

Medical Center to improve medical treatment for

children from developing countries who suffer from

cardiac conditions and to establish treatment cen-

ters in those countries. The organization’s medical

staff gives life-saving cardiac treatment and med-

ical care to children from developing countries,

trains doctors and nurses from all around the

world in Israel and sends surgical and teaching

missions to partner countries. 

We Join in Extending Best Wishes for

PASSOVER

to our Jewish Friends and Customers

May your Festival of Freedom celebration 

by a joyous one.
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WE ARE PLEASED TO SERVE THE JEWISH COMMUNITIES OF
HAMILTON-WENTWORTH AND BURLINGTON

WORLD IN REVIEW
(Continued from page 3)

the Orthodox Jewish com-
munity in Dubai.

For now the compa-
ny serves only dairy, fish
and vegetables and there
is no kashrut supervisor.
But that did not stop it
from setting up a kosher
food section at a February
interfaith conference in
Abu Dhabi which was
attended by Pope Francis.
“It was so exciting”, said
Rabbi Marc Schneier, head
of the Jewish-Muslim
Interfaith Understanding
Foundation, “to stand in
line for kosher food in Abu
Dhabi at a conference con-
vened by Muslim leaders”.
Schneier added that
“many Jews visit the Gulf
states, and they need
kosher food.  If there were
such a thing here, more
Jews would come there
and everyone would bene-
fit-the Jews from the
kosher food, and the locals
from an increase in
tourism”.

Israeli Bank
Pays Huge Fine

Mizrahi Tefahot,
Israel’s third largest bank,
has been ordered  to pay
$195 million after admit-
ting it helped its customers

(Please turn fo following page)
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avoid paying taxes in the
United States.  The fine
came after a five year
investigation by the U.S.
Justice Department.

Mizrahi Tefahot
accepted responsibility for
the actions of former
employees who worked in
private banking and cus-
tomer relations between
2002 and 2012.   The bank
has implemented a new tax
and money laundering
measures program.  

The Justice
Department had initially
imposed a fine of $342 mil-
lion but Mizrahi Tefahot
rejected that proposal as
being unreasonable.

“How to Recognize
A Jew”

The right wing

Polish-language weekly,
Tylko Polska(Only Poland)
ran a front page article that
tells readers “how to recog-
nize a Jew”.  Names,
anthropological features,
expressions, appearances,
character traits, methods of
operation, disinformation
activities are all listed as
what to watch for.   The 

We Wish All Our Jewish Friends and Patients

throughout Hamilton

A Joyous Passover Celebration
article also reads: “How to
defeat them?  This cannot
go on!”

Only Poland is pub-
lished by Leszek Bubl, a
fringe nationalist candidate
and a musician who has
sung about “rabid” rabbis.  

J Street Competes
With Birthright

The Liberal Israel

policy group J Street has
announced that it will
launch its own free trip to
Israel for college stu-
dents.  It will take 40 stu-
dents to Israel and the
West Bank in July and
will visit sites in Israel,
meet with Palestinian
activists, Israel social jus-
tice activists and Israeli
settlers.  Its aim will be to
introduce college stu-
dents first hand to the
Israel-Palestinian conflict
and how it touches the
lives of Israelis and
Palestinians.  

“American Jews
want to visit Israel - and
we want to develop a
deeper understanding of
what life is like there,”
s a y s  Z a c h a r y  S p i t z ,  a
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but the plans fell through
when Birthright claimed
the trip had never been
sanctioned.

Little Jewish
Support for Trump

Despite the grow-

ing controversy within the
Democratic party over
comments by Rep. Ilhan
Omar and the formation
of a new Republican
group Jexodus urging
Jews to leave the
Democratic party, American
Jewry remains solidly in
the Democratic camp.

Just over half of
American Jews call them-
selves Democrat while 16
percent identify as
Republican and 31 per-
cent as independent.
Jews were the highest
group identifying as
Democrat at 52 percent
with 30 percent of
Catholics and 27 percent
of Protestants and other
Christians joining them.

Only 26 percent of
Jews approve of President
Trump with 71 percent
disapproving.  That num-
ber is the highest among
American religious groups.

Donald Trump may
call  the Democrats  an
“anti-Jewish party” but
that has failed to resonate
with Jewish voters.  And
it has resulted in a fierce
rebuke from the Jewish
Democratic Council of
America.  Says Executive
Director Halie Soifer:
President Trump contin-
ued his assault on decency
and honesty in our politi-
cal discourse by falsely
claiming that American
Jews are leaving the
Democratic Party. He
tweeted a quote from a new
group called “Jexodus,”
which is nothing more
than a political front for
Republicans aiming  to
chip away at the Jewish
vote. This is nothing new.
For decades, Republicans
have eyed the 70–80% of

(Please turn to following page)
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We are always pleased to serve you.
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Jewish Friends and
Clients throughout 
St. Catharines 

senior at the University of
Chicago and a J Street U
board member.  “That
means meeting with both
Israelis and Palestinians-
and learning what life is
like for those living under
occupation”.

J Street had
planned to run a trip
through Birthright in 2011
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We Extend Best Wishes to Our 
Jewish Customers throughout 

LONDON AND AREA
May your Passover celebration be a joyous

one for family and friends.

out of step with Jewish val-
ues on a wide range of
issues. What is new, how-
ever, is the weaponization
of anti-Semitism and the
president’s unconscionable
accusation that “Democrats
hate Jewish people.”

“Top Chef” is one of
television’s most popular
cooking competitions(on
Bravo).  And one of this
year’s semi-finalists was
Sara Bradley, who grew up
in Paducah, Kentucky with
a Jewish mother and
Appalachian father.  She
spent summers at  Camp
Ben Franklin as a teenager.

WORLD IN REVIEW
(Continued from preceding page)

Best Wishes for

PASSOVER

to all our Jewish

Friends and Customers

in

We Extend Best Wishes

for

PASSOVER

to our Jewish Friends

throughout

KITCHENER-

WATERLOO

the Jewish electorate that
consistently supports
Democrats and politicized
U.S. support of Israel in 

a futile attempt to make
inroads on the Jewish vote.
It’s never worked because
Republicans are completely

In the race to the
finals, where Sara would
ultimately finish runner-
up, contestants were told
to “look to your heritage
and make a dish reflective
of that but with Chinese
ingredients.”  Semi-finalists
were joined by a parent or
sibling to help them meet
the challenge.   Sara’s mom
B e b e  m a d e  t h e  t r i p  t o  

PRIME MINISTER

Justin Trudeau holds a

copy of the new book

about the history of

Canadian Jews. The

book is a record of the

acclaimed  Canadian

Jewish Experience (CJE)

exhibit created for

Canada’s sesquicenten-

nial celebrations. The

new book presents all

fifteen panels in the CJE

exhibit together with

photographs and texts

describing the contribu-

tions of Canadian Jews

to the development of

the country as well as

the CJE outreach activi-

ties which took place in

all regions of Canada.

The book is available

through Indigo online.

We Wish the Jewish Community of

LONDON AND AREA

A Joyous Passover Celebration

for family and friends.

Matza Ball Soup
A Big Hit
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New Zealand
Synagogues Closed
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ACTRESS GALL GADOT

has joined those criticiz-

ing Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu

for writing on social

media that “Israel is not

a state of all its citi-

zens”.  Gadot was voic-

ing her support for fel-

low actor Rotem Sela

who wrote on

Instagram, “Dear god,

there are also Arab citi-

zens in this country.

When the hell will some-

one in this government

convey to the public that

Israel is a state of all its

citizens”.  Gadot  said

that Rotem is an “inspi-

ration for all of us”.

ISRAELI SUPERSTAR

SLAMS NETANYAHU

Macau where the episode
was filmed.

Bradley made a tra-
ditional meal of chicken
thighs with matza balls in
savory mushroom con-
somme.  Judge Abe Conlon
said that Bradley’s food
“brought heritage and local
ingredients into a harmo-
nious dish”.

Her runner-up fin-
ish in the competition
means that from now on
“nothing will be the same”,
She  is currently chef and
proprietor of a restaurant
and bar in her hometown.

For the first time in

history synagogues in New
Zealand were closed on
Shabbat following the mas-
sacres of Muslims in
Christchurch.  Jewish com-
munity centres in the coun-
try and the Kadimah Jewish
day school were also closed.
The Aukland Hebrew
Congregation told members
it had taken the “unprece-
dented step” of cancelling
all shabbat services over
concerns about the security
of the community.  The
move was also seen as an
“act of solidarity”  with the
Muslim community.
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www.dimpflmeierbakery.com

new 587-room Julius Tower
featuring design-savvy,
modern rooms and suites,
welcomed its first guests in
January 2016.

Refurbished in
2016, the 948-room
Augustus Tower features a
classic Caesars theme but
with a contemporary
update. Cool grey tones are
accented by infusions of
royal blue and champagne
gold. These luxurious rooms
are conveniently located on
the southern end of the
property near the Garden of
the Gods Pool Oasis and
hotel lobby. The Augustus
Tower initially opened in
August 2005, with an addi-
tional valet entrance for VIP
guests. Caesars Palace and
Nobu Hospitality developed
the world’s first Nobu Hotel,
a boutique hotel within the
larger destination resort
that opened in February
2013. The innovative con-
cept integrates an exclusive
hotel tower with the first
Nobu Restaurant & Lounge
on the Las Vegas Strip. The
182-room Nobu Hotel offers
18 suites and a rooftop villa
with stylish interiors show-
casing natural materials
fused with Nobu’s signature
Japanese elegance, de-
signed to convey an exten-
sion of the fun and ener-
getic Nobu lifestyle. Nobu
Hotel guests enjoy a bevy of
perks, including private
check-in, Natura Bisse lux-
ury bath amenities and 24-
hour access to the exclusive

in-room dining menu curat-
ed by Nobu’s acclaimed
culinary team.

REMARKABLE BUF-
FET: During our trip, we
experienced a fantastic din-
ner at  Bacchanal Buffet,
voted the Best Buffet in Las
Vegas by uSA Today two
years in a row. I was not
surprised to hear that they
were given this title when I
realized that their buffet
presents nine distinct
restaurants, all in one loca-
tion!

The modern setting
of the buffet is inspired by
the elements of glass, wood
and steel. With nearly 500
dishes to choose from, every
guest is sure to satisfy their
cravings, whether in the
mood for prime rib, chilled
king crab legs, or freshly
made sushi. A team of seven
specialized chefs oversees
the preparation of the  food
in front of the guests, creat-
ing an interactive environ-
ment. The cuisines offered
include Mexican, Italian,
Chinese, Japanese,
American, Seafood, Pizza,
Deli and Dessert.

Jewish Las Vegas:

We were  interested in the
rather large Jewish pres-
ence in Las Vegas.  Indeed,
76,000 Jews call it home,
making it the 23rd largest
Jewish community in the
United States.  Visitors to
the city have easy access to
many kosher establish-
ments.  Jus t  go  t o
www.kosher lasvegas.net.
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