
PA S S O V E R  5 7 7 9

T H E  J E W I S H  S T A N D A R D
1
9
2
9
 -

 2
0
1
9
 N

IN
E

T
Y

 Y
E

A
R

S
 O

F
 S

E
R

V
IC

E
 T

O
 C

A
N

A
D

IA
N

 J
E

W
R

Y
 -

 w
w

w
.t

h
e
je

w
is

h
s
ta

n
d

a
rd

m
a
g

.c
o

m



We Join in Extending Passover Holiday Greetings
to the Jewish Community of
MONTREAL AND AREA

May your celebration be a joyous occasion for family and friends.
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The miracles with which the

Passover story is embellished

have largely lost their credibility

in an unimaginative, pragmatic,

rationalist world. Most of us, if we

give these miracles any thought at

all, search diligently for some nat-

ural explanation for the wonders

which were wrought during the

Hebrews’ struggle for liberation

from Egypt.

Yet it is difficult, at this

Passover season, to be a pes-

simist. The warm glow of the

Seders, the deepening of family

relationships, the knowledge that

Pesach traditionally provides evi-

dence of the capacity of the

Jewish people to survive  all lend

to a spirit of optimism which it is

impossible to deny.

As we read the Haggadah

we are conscious of the fact that

much of it is rooted in the super-

stitions and prejudices of the

past, an age which we fail fully
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to understand.  But there is a link

which binds those who compiled

the Haggadah to the era of which

it tells and there is, as well, a

chain which binds us to the cre-

ators of the Haggadah and

through them, to our ancestors of

Mosaic times.  And there is a

chain, too, which will bind our

descendents to us, who in our

own way are seeking new paths

towards an understanding of a

complex and dangerous exis-

tence.

The continued observance

of Passover, rooted in the long

and troubled Jewish past, pro-

vides hope that having survived

the stinging lash of the Egyptian

whip, the blazing auto-de-fe’s of

the Inquisition, the horrors of the

gas chambers and crematoria of

Auschwitz and Treblinka,

Buchenwald and Dachau, Jews

can be reasonably confident of

their ultimate survival.

the significance of Passover

Pittsburgh Mayor bill Peduto recently visited the  KKl-JnF

9/11 living Memorial Plaza in emek ha’arazim, Jerusalem, established fol-

lowing the tragic terror attack last october at the tree of life - orsimcha

synagogue. not long after news broke of the tragic terror attack, Keren

Kayemet l’israel-Jewish national Fund (KKl-JnF) leadership decided these

victims should be commemorated in israel with a symbolic memorial, as part of

the unyielding commitment and dedication KKl-JnF has for the Jewish

diaspora.  after seeing the memorial plaque, Mayor Peduto said that, “i have

a long history with the tree of life congregation, i knew some of the victims

personally. Photo credit: rafi ben hakun, KKl-JnF
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NEWS OF THE RECENT PAST IS REVIEWED

By NOAH FREEDMAN

On THE EvE Of PASSOvEr, ArlEnE ABITAn

and lESlIE lEnETSkY have been announced as

co-chairs of the Canadian Magen David Adom

Gala at le Windsor featuring mentalist Oz

Pearlman on May 23. funds raised will go

towards Israel's new national blood centre. 

Best Wishes to My Jewish Friends and Patients on
PASSOVER

Nous nous joignons à tous nos amis juifs de Montreal
pour souhaiter nos meilleurs voeux et sincères

félicitations a l’occasion des fêtes de
Passover

Kosher Restaurant
In Azerbaijan

Caspian Sea was around
16000. Today it numbers
no more than 8000.  But
that hasn’t stopped Moshe
Moiseev from opening the

country’s first ever kosher-
certified restaurant.  In
May, 7/40 will open in the
Nasimi district, formerly
the city’s Jewish neigh-
bourhood, near the
Chabad Synagogue and the
Georgian synagogue.

The restaurant will
have room for 100 diners
and will combine Azeri
cuisines with Middle
Eastern Israeli dishes.
Moiseev was born in Baku
and has worked in the food
industry in both Israel and
the Ukraine.

Rabbi Shneor Segal
of Chabad maintains that
while the Jewish popula-
tion may have declined
over the years the attach-
ment to Judaism among
those who have stayed
“has grown stronger.”  The
restaurant, adds the rabbi,
will “upgrade in a major
way” the experience of the

growing number of Jewish
tourists to Baku.

Still, Moiseev’s plan
for success involves
attracting non-Jewish
patrons.  “This will be a
kosher restaurant”, he
says “but its success
depends on its appeal to
the average Azeri restau-
rant goer, and we’ve done
everything possible to
make them feel at home at
7/40”.

In 2000 the Jewish

population of Baku on the

Kosher Food Now
In Dubai Also

There is another

area where, surprisingly,
kosher food in now avail-
able - the Gulf States,
where   a kosher catering
company has been estab-
lished in Dubai, Gulf air-
lines is planning on offer-

(Please turn to page 18)



tant lessons for those who
are worried about the state
of Israel-Diaspora relations
today.

The Israeli agent,
Isser Harel, arrived in
Argentina on March 1,
1960. Two months later,
Harel’s team captured Adolf
Eichmann. When the news
broke, more than a few
prominent Diaspora Jews
were outraged.

Nahum Goldmann,
president of the World
Jewish Congress, con-
demned the Israeli action,
declaring that since "the
Nazis killed not only Jews”,

Eichmann should be tried
by an international tribunal
rather than an Israeli court. 

Alan Stroock, a
prominent official of the
American Jewish
Committee, asserted that
the capture of Eichmann
constituted "an unlawful
abduction," and his trial
would be "doubtfully legal."
Stroock claimed the episode
could transform Israel from
"a whole generation of ideal-
ists into hangmen." 

Harvard University
history professor Oscar
Handlin claimed Israel’s
“underhanded kidnapping,

THE MYTH OF THE ISRAEL-

DIASPORA “SCHISM”
LATEST DISAGREEMENTS DO NOT REVEAL A DIVIDE BETWEEN THE DIASPORA AND ISRAEL

By RAFAEL MEDOFF

Sixty years ago this
spring, an Israeli secret
agent stepped off a plane in
the Buenos Aires airport,
armed with false identity
papers and a cover story
about working in the
Foreign Ministry’s accounts
department. He was actual-
ly on the trail of one of the
most notorious Nazi war
criminals. He could not
have imagined that he
would soon trigger one of
the most unpleasant clash-
es in the history of the rela-
tionship between Israel and
the American Jewish com-
munity, a clash with impor-

the violent spiriting of an
individual away from a for-
eign jurisdiction” was a vio-
lation of “the right of refuge
- the principle that fugitives
could be seized only be a
legal process and only for
crimes they had personally
committed.”

When Eichmann
was sentenced to death,
American Jewish voices of
opposition were again
heard. The Central
Conference of American
(Reform) Rabbis urged
clemency for Eichmann, on
the grounds that capital 

(Please turn to page 8)
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E Y E  O N
M O N T R E A L

NAMES IN THE NEWS IN OUR CITY

By MIKE COHEN

CHEZ BENNY IS

BACK: Do you remember
the kosher restaurant Chez
Benny? It was a mainstay
since 1991 on Queen Mary
Road, owned by Benny
Cohen (no relation). When it
closed in 2017 it left a huge
void. In mid-October 2018,
a rebirth was mounted with
a new name and location.
Benny et Fils made its
debut across the street at
4944 Queen Mary, with Fils
being Benny’s 23 year old
son Yaniv.

When I arrived for
lunch with my friends
Glenn and Mitchell, we were
greeted by  Michael Labbé.
Benny et Fils has a unique
format. The menu is posted

on large boards behind the
cash. Customers arrive,
make their order and then
select a table to sit at. The
manager on duty, in this
case Labbé, brings the food
to your table and takes your
drink order. It is a neat and
efficient format. Meanwhile,
the chefs – on this day
Benny and Yaniv- worked
seamlessly to make the
meals. We thoroughly
enjoyed the experience,
sampling the likes of  hum-
mus with eggs  with small
pieces of pita, the fried clas-
sic chicken burger, impec-
cable Shawarma on a
baguette, dirty fries and dif-
ferent kinds of falafel.

(Please turn to page 11)

A BLESSED PASSOVER TO OUR
JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS
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T R AV E L
TA L E S
There is no question

about it. The City of Las
Vegas, Nevada (https://
www.visitlasvegas.com/ca)
has everything that a vaca-
tioner could possibly ask
for: concerts, shows, sports,
shopping, dining, nightlife,
golf, spas, adventure, luxu-
ry accommodations, and
much more. 

Having just returned
from our second trip in the
last four years, I am already
counting down the days
until I can go back.

Las Vegas is consid-
ered the fastest growing
Jewish community in the

HAPPY PASSOVER TO OUR
JEWISH FRIENDS

United States. There are
over 70,000 Jews and 19
synagogues in total, as well
as many Jewish organiza-
tions in the area, Jewish
delis, and kosher restau-
rants.  Many larger markets
feature kosher fresh meats
and kosher food sections.
Even the Mayor of Las
Vegas, Carolyn Goodman, is
Jewish. The 19th annual
Las Vegas Jewish Film
Festival took place in
January, providing insight
into Jewish identity, histo-
ry, and culture, also pro-
moting solidarity with Israel

(Please turn to page 17)

HELPFUL HINTS FOR THE JEWISH TRAVELLER

By ALEXANDRA COHEN



We Extend Best Wishes to the 
Jewish Community on

PASSOVER
May your Festival of Freedom 

celebration be a joyous occasion for
your family and friends.
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Happy Passover to All Our
Jewish Friends and Customers

throughout
Montreal and the West Island

HAPPY PASSOVER TO
OUR FRIENDS 

THE SCHISM MYTH
(continued from page 5)

punishment was immoral
under all circumstances. 

Chicago rabbi
Arnold Goodman, writing in
the official magazine of the
American Jewish Congress,
argued that taking any
human life, no matter what
the reason, was morally
wrong and “might open
Israel to changes of venge-
fulness and rancor.” 

Journalist and
activist Paul Jacobs wrote
that the Eichmann episode
demonstrated “Israeli
parochialism, chauvinism
and distrust…of the Gentile
world” (although he some-
what condescendingly con-
ceded that he now “under-
stood better” the reasons for
the attitudes he ascribed to
Israel).

So, was there a
schism between American
Jewry and Israel over
Eichmann, comparable to
“The Great Schism” today
about which journalist
Jonathan Weisman recently
wrote on the op-ed page of
the new York Times?

Yes and no. Since
Israel’s earliest days, there
has always been a minority
of American Jews who are
deeply troubled by some
Israeli policies, or even
uncomfortable with the very
existence of a sovereign
Jewish state.

(Please turn to page 10)

Nous nous joignons à
tous nos amis juifs pour
souhaiter nos meilleurs
voeux  a l’occasion de

Passover





10 The Jewish Standard, April, 2019

The voices of the
critics are amplified precise-
ly because their perspective
runs contrary to that of
most American Jews. From
the point of view of the news
media, Jews supporting
Israel is a boring dog-bites-
man story; Jews denouncing
Israel, however, is man-
bites-dog. The internet and
24-hour cable news have
created new and faster ways
for the minority to make
itself heard.

But the notion that
there is a substantial new
split between American
Jews and Israel, that rela-
tions are reaching “a break-
ing point,” as Weisman and
others are claiming, is con-
tradicted by years of public
opinion polling.

Every year, the
American Jewish Committee

in its annual survey of U.S.
Jewish public opinion, asks
respondents how much they
care about Israel. And every
year, the results are the
same.

For the past twenty
years - whether Israel’s
prime minister was Ariel
Sharon, Ehud Olmert, or
Benjamin Netanyahu;
whether America’s presi-
dent was Bill Clinton,
George W. Bush, Barack
Obama, or Donald Trump -
between 70% and 75% of
American Jews have said
they care “strongly” or
“somewhat strongly” about
Israel, and between 20%
and 30% have said they feel
“fairly distant” or “very dis-
tant” from Israel.

The number who feel
“very” distant is always the
smaller of the two, ranging

CONSTRUCTIONS
CONCREATE LTÉE

5840 Donahue
514 335-0412

www.concreate.ca

We Extend Best Wishes to Montreal’s Jewish Builders, Developers, Architects and Engineers.
On the Occasion of

PASSOVER

OUR BEST WISHES FOR PASSOVER TO OUR
JEWISH FRIENDS AND GUESTS.

THE MYTH OF A SCHISM
(continued from page 8)
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the 40s each of the past
three years.

A “Great Schism”
between American Jews
and Israel ? Hardly. It’s
loud, passionate, and inter-
esting - but it’s a small frac-
ture, the size of which has
remained unchanged
despite the latest well-pub-
licized quarrels.

We Join in Extending Passover Holiday

Greetings to the Jewish Community of

MONTREAL

May your Festival of Freedom celebration be

a  joyous one for family and friends.

Chag Kasher
Ve’Sameyach

The
Paperman

Family

We Extend 
Best Wishes for

PASSOVER
to Our Jewish Friends

and Customers.
May your celebration
be a joyous occasion.

from 2% to 13% (during the
period from 1997 to 2018).
The number who care
“strongly” about Israel (as
opposed to just “somewhat
strongly”) has actually been
increasing steadily over the
years. It was in the 20s in
1997-2002, the 30s in
almost every year from 2003
to  2015, and has reached 

We Wish All Our
Jewish Friends and

Customers in
Montreal

A Joyous Passover
Celebration

•
EYE ON MONTREAL

(continued from page 9)

Benny et Fils can
seat 55 people.   It is open
Sunday to Thursday  from
11:30 am  to 10:30 pm and
Saturdays after Shabbat
until 2 am.  For more infor-
mation call 514.735.5858
or log on to
https://www.facebook.com
/bennyetfils. You can order
from Uber Eats and soon a
terrace will be unveiled.

ORANGETHEORY

FITNESS: When local
Jewish businessman
Mitchell Heft invited me to
come   visit his new
Orangetheory   Fitness stu-
dio on Somerled Avenue in
NDG,  near Madison, I  was
curious. I arrived at 7:30
pm to the facility, which

(Please turn to page 13)

info@metrecy.com
www.met-recy.com
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We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the Jewish Community of
MONTREAL AND THE WEST ISLAND

On the Occasion of
PASSOVER

May your Festival of Freedom celebration be a joyous one for family and friends.

previously housed a rather
large Russian bakery.
Orangetheory is a  one hour,
full body workout, focused
on training endurance,
strength, and power. They
use heart-rate based inter-
val training, which burns

more calories post workout
than traditional exercise.
When wearing their exclu-
sive OTbeat heart rate mon-
itors, the real time results of
clients are displayed on
large screens throughout
the studio. Intensity is based

on the person’s individual
heart rate zones, making
the workout effective for all
fitness levels. To top it
off,   certified coaches like
Côte Saint-Luc’s Melanie
Shernofsky lead the work-
out to prevent you  from

at work  by 5:45 am for her
first class.

There are   1,100
Orangetheory locations in
19 countries. Heft and his
partner Cynthia Brunner
met at the Pointe Claire
franchise. Heft was working 

EYE ON MONTREAL
(continued from page 11)

over or under training. On
this day Melanie had arrived

out and Brunner was a
(Please turn to following page)
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Manufacturers of Ice Cream Cones
Taffy & Soft Sugar Cones
12451 Blvd. Industriel

(PAT) Montreal,Quebec H1B 5M7
Tel: (514) 645-7788  Fax: (514) 645-8966

email: ventes@bonbonrio.com
www.bonbonrio.com

BONBON RIO CANDY
INC.

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the 
Jewish Community on the Occasion of

PASSOVER
May your celebration be a joyous one.

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the Jewish Community of Montreal
On the Occasion of

PASSOVER
May your celebration be a joyous occasion.

HAPPY PASSOVER TO THE COMMUNITY

EYE ON MONTREAL
(continued from page 13)

P E R F E C T  O P T I C A L
CORPORATION

1265-71 Ducharme Ave.,
Montreal, Quebec   H2V 1E8

514 274-9407

HAPPY PASSOVER FROM

trainer, When they decided
to open their own   studio
they needed to find out
what territories   were not
already   occupied by other
Orangetheory franchisees.
The NDG-Côte Saint-Luc-
Hampstead-Montreal West
sector was available.   They
soon landed the   3,200
square foot Somerled store-
front and after pouring in
the necessary $750,000
investment to bring the
premises up to
Orangetheory   standards
they opened last fall.

Business keeps
improving, with people of all
ages signing on. A women’s
only class,   which could
appeal to members of the
ultra-orthodox Jewish com-
munity, may   start soon.
Orangetheory is geared
toward all  levels of fitness,
and everyone is encouraged
to go at their own pace.
They recommend signing up
for a free introductory work
out, then discussing any
concerns you may have
regarding your fitness goals
with  a coach before class.
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We Extend  Best Wishes to the Jewish Community of
Montreal

On the Occasion of
PASSOVER

May your celebration be a joyous occasion.

The workout room has a
variety of equipment,
including treadmills (bikes
and striders as alterna-
tives), WaterRowers, and
floor equipment, including
dumbbells, benches, T R X
suspension trainers, medi-
cine balls, BOSU trainers,
and Ab Dolly’s.

There are a variety of
membership options. Just
call 514.500.5464 or log on
to www.orangetheoryf i t
ness.ca. The address is
6275 Somerled Avenue

CHECK OUT OUR

WEBSITE: You can check
the News and Features sec-
tion of our website for regu-
lar updates on what is going
on in our community. Just
go to https://thejewish-
standardmag.com.  One
story provides details on
upcoming programming at
the Jewish Public Library.
On June 11 one of Canada’s
most renowned living
authors, Michael Ondaatje,
will be in conversation
with Joseph Rosen about
his mesmerizing new novel,
set in the decade after World
War II. Ondaatje’s previous

work has been awarded the
prestigious Booker Prize,
the GoldenMan Booker
Prize, the   Giller Prize, the
Irish Times International
Fiction Prize and the Prix
Médicis. 

JEWISH IN MON-

TREAL: I am pleased to
announce that I have
become the editor of a
Facebook page called
Jewish in Montreal. Just
type in the words “Jewish
Montreal” and you can like
the page.

MASSAGE THERA-

PY SCHOOL: Victor
Soussana and Georges
Ouaknine have introduced
their latest feature at Inter
Coupe on Decarie – a   mas-
sage therapy school. While
Victor, Georges and their
team perform magic each
and every day with their
scissors and razors, the
massage business is boom-
ing. Victor also sells differ-
ent lines of clothing. What a
great placed to be.

SAMARA IS A

JEWEL: Stephanie Znaty
continues to perform magic
with his jewelry repairs at

HAPPY PASSOVER THE COMMUNITY
OF MONTREAL AND THE WEST ISLAND

THE fATHEr AnD SOn TEAM Of BEnnY AnD

YAnIv COHEn are welcoming happy customers

back to their new Benny et fils location on Queen

Mary road.

the Quartier Cavendish,
next to Pharmaprix.  While
Stephane spends a lot of
time at his workshop, the
kiosk is in good hands with
Samara Nemerof f  at the

helm.
Mike Cohen can be

reached at info@mikeco-

hen.ca.  log on to his per-

sonal  webs i te  a t  www.

mikecohen.ca 



We Extend Best Wishes for Passover to Our Jewish Friends and Customers
throughout Montreal and the West Island



We Wish the Community 
a Joyous Passover celebration 

for family and friends.

We Extend Best Wishes to Our Jewish
Friends throughout

MONTREAL AND AREA
On the Occasion of

PASSOVER

We Extend  Best Wishes to
the Jewish Community of

Montreal
On the Occasion of

PASSOVER
May your celebration be a

joyous occasion.

the chairman of the board
of the Cirque de Soleil.

Presentations  of
Michael Jackson ONE(and
we acknowledge how con-
troversial a figure Jackson
is) take place at the
Mandalay Bay Resort and
Casino from Fridays to
Tuesdays at both 7 pm and
9:30 pm, Wednesdays and
Thursdays are dark days.
Driven by the late King of
Pop’s powerful, multi-lay-
ered music – heard like
never before in a riveting,
state-of-the-art surround-
sound environment – ONE
takes the audience through
a series of seamless visual
and musical tableaux. 

The talented cast of
63 dancers and performers
quickly reel you in, taking
over the stage and at times
even the audience with their
infectious energy and bril-
liant tricks. You will repeat-
edly find yourself gasping in
disbelief at the magic taking
place on stage, This show
captures the essence, soul
and inspiration of the King
of Pop, celebrating a legacy
that continues to transcend
generations. You will surely
be captivated by the aerial
acrobatics and special
effects during this unforget-
table performance, while
trying not to sing along to
Jackson’s most popular
songs, from “Smooth
Criminal” to “Thriller” (a
particular highlight).

(Please turn to following page)

TRAVEL TALES

(Continued from page 7)
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and the remembrance of the
Holocaust.

MICHAEL JACKSON
ONE:  When in Vegas, expe-
riencing at least one Cirque
de Soleil production is a
must. As proud
Montrealers, we did just
that and chose the Cirque’s
incredible Michael Jackson
ONE  (http://www.cirque-
dusoleil.com/en/shows/mi
chaeljacksoone/s h o w /
about.aspx), an awe-inspir-
ing show that fuses acro-
batics, dance, story-telling,
and visuals, taking the
audience on an immersive
journey through the music
and spirit of Michael
Jackson. Prominent
Montreal  Jewish lawyer
and businessman  Mitch

On the Occasion of PassoverWe Extend Greetings to the Jewish Community
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HAPPY PASSOVER TO ALL OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND PATRONS
WE INVITE YOU TO ENJOY OUR FINE FOOD

AND WARM AND FRIENDLY AMBIANCE.

the theatre’s 1,804 seats
has three speakers, leaving
the room with a total of
5,412 seat speakers!

This show, in its
technical and energized
glory, truly is not something
that you want to miss. Since
its beginnings in 1984,
almost 160 million specta-
tors in over 330 cities and
48 countries have been
thrilled by Cirque du Soleil.
Garber first met Cirque
founder Guy Laliberté in
Las Vegas in 2010. That’s
where Garber spent most
his time then running
Caesars Interactive
Entertainment.  The two
became friends. Eventually
Garber agreed to step in as
chairman. Laliberte would
soon sell the business to a
consortium which includes
Garber.

TRAVEL TALES
(continued from preceding page)

We Extend Best Wishes to Our Jewish Friends
and Customers throughout
MONTREAL AND AREA

On the Occasion of
PASSOVER

ONE somehow man-
ages to get better with every
routine. Each time you
think that there cannot pos-
sibly be another trick left to
perform, someone will fly
through the sky or trampo-
line upside down and once
again, you will find yourself
amazed. 

While the hits in
Michael Jackson ONE have
been rearranged to suit the
show, they remain very
close to the album versions
and are treated in a highly
cinematic fashion. Kevin
Antunes, who was also the
Musical Designer on
Michael Jackson THE
IMMORTAL World Tour,
took the multi-track master
recordings and manages to
make audience members
feel the music is surround-
ing them, a beautiful musi-
cal assault coming from all
directions. In fact, each of •

WORLD IN REVIEW
(continued from page 4)

ing kosher food and a
kosher restaurant is in the
works in the United Arab
Emirates.  Kosher Arabia
was founded by Ross Kriel,
a Johannesburg-born
lawyer who is the leader of
the Orthodox Jewish com-
munity in Dubai.

For now the compa-
ny serves only dairy, fish
and vegetables and there is
no kashrut supervisor.
But that did not stop the
company from setting up a
kosher food section at a
February interfaith confer-
ence in Abu Dhabi which
was attended by Pope
Francis. “It was so excit-
ing”, said Rabbi Marc
Schneier, head of the
Jewish-Muslim Interfaith
Understanding Foundation,
“to stand in line for kosher
food in Abu Dhabi at a
conference convened by
Muslim leaders”.  Schneier
added that “many Jews
visit the Gulf states, and
they need kosher food.  If
there were such a thing here

(Please turn to page 20)
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Benvenuti & Buon appetite!
From the hills of Parma, in northern Italy, to

the dining tables of Mamma Teresa’s in
Ottawa, the Boselli Family has brought the

best of traditional Italian cuisine!

300 Somerset St., West
Ottawa, ON K2P 0J6

613-236-3023
www.mammateresa.com

We Wish All Our Jewish Friends and Patrons
a Joyous Passover Celebration

CHAG SAMEACH!

THE CuMMInGS CEnTrE TrAvEl CluB OffErS 

a great way to see exciting destinations - with-

out the hassle of planning the entire trip your-

self.  Trips are known for being inclusive, warm

and welcoming and reasonably priced for both

solo and couple travellers.  Among the excur-

sions planned this spring and summer are

Brockville, upper Canada Playhouse, the

laurentian Mountains, lanaudière, Hudson

village and the Orford Express. for information

visit cummingscentre.org or call 514.343.3510

Seen above Cummings Centre members Denise

Abenhaim (right) and Esther Celine Cohen look-

ing forward to the various travel opportunities

available this spring and summer. Photo:

Courtesy of the Cummings Centre

HAPPY PASSOVER TO ALL OUR
JEWISH FRIENDS AND GUESTS

WE INVITE YOU TO ENJOY OUR
WARM AND FRIENDLY HOSPITALITY.
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We Extend Best Wishes for a Joyous
PASSOVER

to Our Jewish Friends and Patrons in
Ottawa

We Wish Our Jewish Friends and Clients in
OTTAWA

a Joyous Passover Celebration

more Jews would come
there and everyone would
benefit-the Jews from the
kosher food, and the locals
from an increase in
tourism”.

It is apparent that
these steps are symbols of
the closer ties between
Israel and the Gulf states,
politically, militarily and
economically.

“How to Recognize
A Jew”

The right wing

Polish-language weekly,
Tylko Polska(Only Poland)
ran a front page article
telling  readers “how to rec-
ognize a Jew”.  Names,
anthropological features,
expressions, appearances,
character traits, methods of
operation, disinformation
activities are all listed as
clues.  The article also
reads: “How to defeat them?
This cannot go on!”

Only Poland is pub-
lished by Leszek Bubl, a
fringe nationalist candidate
and a musician who has
sung at his rallies and in
concerts about “rabid” rab-
bis. The paper was spotted
at the Sejm, the lower house
of the Polish parliament, as
part of the packet of period-
icals.  It was quickly
removed.

Matza Ball Soup
A Big Hit

“Top Chef” is one of

television’s most popular
cooking competition(on
Bravo).  And one of this
year’s semi-finalists was
Sara Bradley, who grew up
in Paducah, Kentucky with
a Jewish mother and
Appalachian father.  She
attended Camp Ben
Franklin as a teenager 

In the race to the
finals, where Sara would
ultimately finish runner-
up, contestants were told
to “look to your heritage
and make a dish reflective
of that but with Chinese
ingredients.”  Semi-finalists
were joined by a parent or
sibling to help them meet
the challenge.   Sara’s mom
B e b e  m a d e  t h e  t r i p  t o
Macau where the episode
was filmed.

Bradley made a tra-
ditional meal of chicken
thighs with matza balls in
savory mushroom con-
somme.  Jude Abe Conlon
said that Bradley’s food
“brought heritage and local
ingredients into a harmo-
nious dish”.

Her runner-up fin-
ish in the competition
means that from now on
“nothing will be the same”,
She  is currently chef and
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rebuke from the Jewish
Democratic Council of
America.  Says Executive
Director Halie Soifer: This
week, President Trump
continued his assault on
decency and honesty in
our political discourse by
falsely claiming that
American Jews are leaving
the Democratic Party. He
tweeted a quote from a new
group called “Jexodus,”
which is nothing more
than a political front for
Republicans aiming to chip
away at the Jewish vote.
This is nothing new. For
decades, Republicans have
eyed the 70–80% of the
Jewish electorate that con-
sistently supports
Democrats and politicized
U.S. support of Israel in a
futile attempt to make
inroads on the Jewish vote.
It’s never worked because
Republicans are complete-
ly out of step with Jewish
values on a wide range of
issues. What is new, how-
ever, is the weaponization
of anti-Semitism and the
president’s unconscionable
accusation that “Democrats
hate Jewish people.”

Not You Again
Mr. Livingstone

proprietor of a restaurant
and bar in her hometown.

Little Jewish
Support for Trump

Despite the grow-

ing controversy within the
Democratic party over
comments by Rep. Ilhan
Omar and the formation
of a new Republican
group Jexodus urging
Jews to leave the
Democratic party,
American Jewry remains
solidly in the Democratic
camp.

Just over half of
American Jews call them-
selves Democrat while 16
percent identify as
Republican and 31 per-
cent as independent.
Jews were the highest
group identifying as
Democrat at 52 percent
with 30 percent of
Catholics and 27 percent
of Protestant and other
Christians joining them.

Only 26 percent of
Jews approve of President
Trump with 71 percent
disapproving.  That num-
ber is the highest among
American religious
groups.

Donald Trump may
label the Democrats as an
“anti-Jewish party” but
that has failed to resonate
with Jewish voters. And it
has resulted in a f ierce

We Wish All Our Jewish Friends

and Customers in Ottawa

A Joyous Passover Celebration.

One might have
hoped by now that the for-
mer mayor of London Ken
Livingston would have learnt

(Please turn to following page)



New Zealand
Synagogues Closed

For the first time in

history synagogues in New
Zealand were closed on
Shabbat following the mas-
sacres of Muslims in
Christchurch.  Jewish com-
munity centres in the coun-
try and the Kadimah Jewish
day school were also closed.
The Aukland Hebrew
Congregation told members
it had taken the “unprece-
dented step” of cancelling all
shabbat services over con-
cerns about the security of
the community.  The move
was also seen as an “act of
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to keep his big mouth shut.
Apparently not...

Livingston, though
suspended by the Labour
Party in 2016,  called allega-
tions of anti-Semitism in
his former party “lies and
smears”, nothing but an
attempt to bring down party
leader  Jeremy Corbyn and
those who share his views.
“It is not anti-Semitic”, he
said “to hate the Jews of
Israel.”  He told a meeting of
Labour Against The
Witchhunt that “if you have
a genuine socialist leader
who is going to transform
things for ordinary people
and make the bloody corpo-
rations pay their fair share
of tax - they will do whatev-
er is necessary to stop
you...”  It was obvious who
the “they” were.

Readers may recall
Livingston’s ridiculous com-
ments in 2016 when he
claimed that “When Hitler
won his election in 1932,
his policy was that  Jews
should be moved to Israel.
He was supporting Zionism
before he went mad and
ended up killing six million
Jews.”

Meanwhile in anoth-
er development the United
Kingdom’s Labour Party
expelled Jackie Walker,
whose vitriolic anti-Semitism
epitomizes the party’s anti-
Semitism problem.

Walker, a staunch
supporter of Corbyn, has
already been suspended
once for writing on
Facebook that Jews were
“chief financiers of the
sugar and slave trade.”
According to Walker’s web-
site her father, Jack Cohen,
was a Russian Ashkenazi
Jew.  If so, Mr. Cohen must
be so proud of his daughter.

British scholar Alan
Johnson recently published
a 137-page report  contain-
ing 130 examples of anti-
Semitism in the party.
There is no sign of a let up.
The nine Labour lawmakers
who quit the party recently
have clearly had enough.
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solidarity”  with the Muslim
community.

BDS Ploy
Leads to More Sales

Mieke Zagt is one of

Holland’s most vocal sup-
porter of the BDS move-
ment.  She was not pleased
when the Hema Dutch
supermarket chain began
selling Israeli wine. Zagt
took to her twitter account
telling her followers: “Hey,
Hema, you’re selling Efrat
wine from Judean Hills as
made in Israel.  Is this pos-
sible?  Efrat and Judean
Hills are in occupied
Palestinian land. Efrat is an
illegal Israel colony.  Can you
verify the origin?  #hema

#nortagainAye!??”  She
attached a picture of the
bottles. Never mind that
Efrat winery in located in
Tsora, well within Israel’s
1949 armistice line. 

Israeli supporters
were not about to sit idly
by.  Gideon van der Sluis,
a Dutch-born Israeli busi-
ness consultants, and sev-
eral others began labeling
Zagt’s tweet   with a hash-
tag  mean ing  “T ipFrom
Mieke”.  Within hours, it
was the top trending item
on Dutch twitter and both
the red and white Efrat
wines were sold out from
Hema’s online store  and
in many of its 525 physi-
cal locations.  Said Esther
Voet, editor in chief of the
NIW Dutch Jewish weekly,
“It’s hilarious.  Everybody
started to buy Israel
wine”.

We Wish the
Jewish Community of

OTTAWA
A Joyous Passover

celebration for family
and friends.

ACrESS GAll GADOT

has joined those criticiz-

ing Prime Minister

Benjamin netanyahu

for writing on social

media that “Israel is not

a state of all its citizens”.

Gadot was voicing her

support for fellow actor

rotem Sela who wrote

on Instagram, “Dear god,

there are also Arab citi-

zens in this country.

When the hell will some-

one in this government

convey to the public that

Israelis a state of all its

citizens”.  Gadot  said

that rotem is an “inspira-

tion for all of us”.

ISRAELI SUPERSTAR
SLAMS NETANYAHU
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