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Caving to the Ultra-Orthodox
We are, by and large, comfortable with Israel’s new Nation-State
Law. We do not see how one can
object to the bill’s basic principle
that “the land of Israel is the historical homeland of the Jewish
people” and that as the national
home of the Jewish people the
State is fulfilling its “natural, cultural, religious and historic right
to self-determination.”
Israel’s
Druze and other minorities may
have legitimate concerns about the
impact of the law. But safeguards
are there, even if a more specific
article about equality would have
been reassuring.
There is, however, one aspect
of the law, forced upon the government by United Torah Judaism,
that can only serve to deepen the
divide between Israel and world

Jewry. In its original version the
law read: “the state will act to
maintain the connection between
the state and the Jewish people
wherever they are”. United Torah
Judaism demanded that the clause
be amended to read “the State will
act within the Diaspora to
strengthen the affinity between the
state and members of the Jewish
people”.
And why did United Torah
Judaism insist on amending the
clause?
Unapologetically,
to
stymie the advance of religious pluralism and egalitarian prayer at the
Western Wall.
Unity with other
streams of Judaism is not, for the
ultra-Orthodox, of any concern.
Preventing
Reform
and
Conservative Jews from leading a
full life in Israel most assuredly is.

Reflections on the New Year

ANITA SURMAN
Editor
General News
Section

The difficult time through
which the world is passing has
almost completely destroyed the
tendency among Rosh Hashanah
prophets to issue a cheerful prognosis. We have only to witness the
pitiful streams of diseased,
swollen-bellied, pitiable children
passing before our eyes on the
nightly newscasts to appreciate
the horrors desperate human
beings endure. No cheeful outlook
would carry much weight in a
world in which far too many have
seen their lives reduced to a level
of existence that truly makes their
time on earth “solitary, poor,
nasty, brutish and short.” Fear
and greed and hate continue to
plague our civilization and the
hope that the savagery of man may
be tamed, that society will become
more gentle, seems always to be
betrayed by events.
As we stand on the threshold
of a New Year we can see clearly

the many dark blots on the horizon, blots which signify the extent
of the sacrifice and sorrow through
which the world is passing. The
causes of our current ills are
deeply rooted in our failure to measure up to the high ideals so eloquently and passionately proclaimed but so disdainfully practised, The religious know from
their Bibles what it is that God
requires of them. Others know the
direction we must take in a search
for secular salvation. Yet neither
religion nor secularism offers any
cure for our ills.
And yet while the immediate
future is a dark one, we know that
while it is mankind’s fate to suffer
we will, in all probability, survive.
And so withdrawing from attempts
to find solutions to problems that
today appear insoluble cannot be
an option. The struggle towards
the ultimate goal of justice and
peace and freedom must go on.
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THE WORLD IN REVIEW
NEWS OF THE RECENT PAST IS REVIEWED
By NOAH FREEDMAN
Being an Anti-Semite
Is Apparently His “Right”
Prime
Malaysian
Minister Mahathir Mohamad,
sworn in in May, has long
been known for his antiSemitic rhetoric. In 2012
on his personal blog he
wrote that “Jews rule this
world by proxy”. In 2003 he
told the Organization of the
Islamic Conference summit
in Kuala Lumpur that “1.3

billion Muslims cannot be
defeated by a few million
Jews...The Europeans killed
6 million Jews out of 12 million”.
And
Mohamad
makes no apology for his
views. “I am glad to be
labeled anti-Semitic...How
can I be otherwise when the
Jews who so often talk of
the horrors they suffered
during the Holocaust show
the same Nazi cruelty and

hard-heartedness not just
towards their enemies but
even towards their allies
should any try to stop the
senseless killing of their
Palestinian enemies”.
The world’s oldest
elected
leader
at
92
Mohamad is proud of his
characterization of Jews as
“not merely hook-nosed but
understand money instinctively.” Nor is he worried
about his legacy. “When I
am dead”, he says, “it doesn’t matter anymore”.

Bloomberg to
Challenge Trump?
Corey Lewandowski,
Donald T rump’s former

manager,
campaign
believes
that
Michael
Bloomberg is considering
running for the Democratic
presidential nomination in
2020 and, if successful,
could pose a serious challenge to Trump.
Bloomberg,
an
“American success story,”
has expressed interest in
running for president as an
independent in the past.
The former New York mayor
was at one time a registered
Democrat but became a
Republican before running
for mayor.
He left the
Republican party in 2007 to
become an independent.
Bloomberg
has
appeal to Democrats. He is
(Please turn to page 20)

We Wish the Jewish Community of the GTA
A Happy and Healthy Rosh Hashanah

ATTACHING INCENDIARY DEVICES TO KITES AND
cutting them loose to land in the fields of Jewish
communities in the Negev is the latest weapon
used by Palestinian terrorists. High durability
drones are one of the means Israel has used to
tackle the threat. (Photo Lisa Elkin, IGPO)

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS
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JEWISH CHILDREN
WERE ALSO SEPARATED
DONALD TRUMP IS NOT THE FIRST PRESIDENT TO SEPARATE IMMIGRANT FAMILIES
By RAFAEL MEDOFF
This isn’t the first
time that the separation of
children from their wouldbe immigrant parents has
been at the center of public
debate in America. But
when it happened during
the Roosevelt administration, it was the opponents of
immigration who were the
ones complaining about
separating them.
That debate began
in the wake of the devastat-

Dr. Rafael Medoff is founding director of The David S.
Wyman Institute for Holocaust Studies, and the author
of The Jews Should Keep Quiet: President Franklin D.
Roosevelt, Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, and the Holocaust, forthcoming from The Jewish Publication Society in 2019. (The
Editor)
ing Kristallnacht pogrom in Senator Robert Wagner (DNovember 1938, in which New York) and Rep. Edith
nearly 100 German Jews Rogers (R-Massachusetts)
were murdered, several introduced legislation to
hundred synagogues were admit 20,000 German childestroyed, and thousands dren outside America’s regof Jewish businesses were ular immigration quotas.
damaged. In response,
Although the bill did

not specify that the children
would be Jewish, it was
widely understood that all,
or nearly all, of them would
be. The age cut-off was 14.
Anne Frank, who was then
10 years old, and her sister
Margot, 13, could have qualified.
The Wagner-Rogers
bill attracted support from a
broad coalition. Prominent
clergymen, labor leaders,
(Please turn to page 15)
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We Wish All Our Friends and Customers
A Happy and Healthy
ROSH HASHANAH

“THE DYBBUK”
IN TORONTO
ISRAEL’S GESHER THEATRE’S NORTH
AMERICAN PREMIERE OF HISTORIC PLAY
Toronto is the scene
for the North American premiere of a spellbinding new
production of The Dybbuk
this September.
Show
One
Productions
presents
Israel’s
internationally
acclaimed Gesher Theatre
as it begins a North
American
tour
of
its
acclaimed modern adaptation of S. Ansky’s The
Dybbuk, or Between Two
Worlds,
Saturday,
September 29, 8 p.m., and
Sunday, September 30, 3
p.m. at the Elgin Theatre,
189 Yonge Street, Toronto.
Tickets are available at the
theatre
and
at
Ticketmaster.ca or 1-855599-9090. The play – eerily

beautiful and powerfully
haunting – will be performed in Hebrew, with
English and Russian surtitles.
The company’s visit
celebrates the 70th anniversary of the State of Israel. It
also marks the Toronto
return of the troupe of
Russian émigré and Israeli
actors for its fourth Toronto
visit, after a 10-year
absence. Following the
Toronto engagement, the
company will tour the production to New York City.
The Dybbuk takes
audiences on a mesmerizing
journey through Jewish
folklore and the spiritual
world. Blending comedy
(Please turn to page 18)
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We Join in Extending Best Wishes for
ROSH HASHANAH
to the Jewish Community and to Our
Jewish Friends and Patients
May the coming year be a happy and healthy one.

EZER MIZION GIVES OTTAWA “STUNTMAN”
A SECOND CHANCE
Submitted by EZER MIZION CANADA
Majic 100 radio
host
and
Ottawa
Senators announcer Stu
Schwartz was devastated when he was diagnosed with leukemia.
The fear, however, set in
when he was told that
he needed to find a
bone-marrow
donor
within
three
short
months. Despite springing into action immediately and appealing for
donors
locally
and
nationally, no match
w a s f o u n d . Wi t h t i m e
quickly running out for
Stu and his family, the
hospital that was treating him contacted Ezer

Mizion,
a
non-profit
organization that has
created
the
largest
international
Jewish
bone marrow registry in
the world. Within days,
the match that would
save Stu’s life was finally found.
Not all bone marrow recipients get the
chance to thank their
d o n o r s . S t u , h o w e v e r,
was an exception. In
March 2018, now cancer -free, Stu came face
to face with David Levi,
50, with whom he now
shares DNA. Arranged
by Ezer Mizion, the
(Please turn to page 10)

OTTAWA BROADCASTER STU SCHWARTZ(RIGHT)
meets with his donor David Levi, The life saving
bone marrow match was facilitated by Ezer Mizion
whose bone marrow Jewish registry continues to
help save the lives of those whose conditions might
otherwise be fatal.

www.creditcanada.com
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We Join in Extending Best Wishes for
ROSH HASHANAH
to the Jewish Community
May the coming year be a happy and healthy one
for family and friends.

T R AV E L
TALES
HELPFUL HINTS FOR THE JEWISH TRAVELLER
By MIKE COHEN

We Extend Best Wishes to Our
Jewish Friends and Customers
On the Occasion of
ROSH HASHANAH
May the coming year bring
you and your family health and prosperity.

`
VANCOUVERThe Greater Vancouver
area (https://vancouver.
ca) is home to Canada's
thir d
largest
Jewish
community, with more
than 25,000 members.
There are seven mainstream Jewish congregations
in
Metr o
Vancouver, one nondenominational congregation in White Rock,
five Chabad houses and
two Kollels. The Refor m
synagogues have the
most members, closely
followed
by
the
Conservative and then
Orthodox congregations.

It is estimated that
approximately one third
of the identified Jewish
community on the Lower
Mainland are synagogue
members.
The
Jewish
Federation of Gr eater
Vancouver conducts the
community’s
central
fundraising
initiative,
the Federation Annual
Campaign, which supports 40 partner agencies locally, nationally
and
in
Israel.
The
Jewish education system includes five preschools, five day schools
(Please turn to page 11)
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We Extend Best Wishes to Our
Jewish Friends and Customers on
ROSH HASHANAH
May the coming year bring
you and your family
health, happiness and prosperity.

TONY AWARD WINNING “THE BAND’S VISIT”
SHOWCASES ISRAEL ON BROADWAY
BY ALExANDRA COHEN
NEW YORK: There
is a whole lot of Israel on
Broadway
these
days
thanks to the the 10-time
Tony Award winning Best
Musical, The Band’s Visit.
(www.thebandsvisitmusi
cal.com). Playing at the
Ethel Barrymore Theatre
(243 West 47th Street), the
production recently welcomed
award-winning
Israeli actor Sasson Gabay
to the company in his
Broadway debut. He is
reprising the character he
created in the 2007 film on
which the musical is based.
Following the Tony
Awards on June 10, The
Band’s Visit is now tied as
the third most Tony Awardwinning show in history.
Popular demand has resulted in the show being extended through June 2019, with

the potential to run even
longer.
As
the
musical
begins, a series of wellintentioned mistakes land
an Egyptian Police Band in
a sleepy and remote village
in the middle of the Israeli
desert, which its inhabitants label as “boring” and
“bland”. One of the central
characters, Dina (played
with great magnetism by
Tony Award-winner Katrina
Lenk), describes the mood
of her town best in the
opening number, as “looking out into the distance
even though you know the
view is never going to
change”
With no bus until
morning and no hotel in
sight, the band are taken in
by the locals for one night
(Please turn to page 14)

We Join in Extending Best Wishes
On the Occasion of
ROSH HASHANAH
to the Jewish Community of
Metropolitan Toronto and Area
May your year be a happy and healthy one.
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We Join in Extending Best Wishes
On the Occasion of
ROSH HASHANAH
to the Jewish Community of
Metropolitan Toronto and Area
May your year be a happy and healthy one.

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of
Metropolitan Toronto and Area
On the Occasion of
ROSH HASHANAH
May the year head be blessed with health and
happiness for family and friends.

GIFT OF LIFE
(Continued from page 7)
m e e t i n g b e t w e e n S t u how simple the process
and David was an emo- of donating bone martional one. Immediately row is, and stated his
sharing
a
t e a r f u l hope that more people
e m b r a c e w h e n D a v i d would choose to become
and his family landed in d o n o r s .
Levi’s
bone
Ottawa from Israel, it marrow profile was first
became clear what the registered by a simple
act of giving and receiv- s w a b s a m p l e h e g a v e
ing bone marrow meant w h i l s t i n t h e I s r a e l i
to
these
two
m e n . ar my, who have a lifeWhilst
Stu
t e a r f u l l y saving partnership with
thanked David for sav- E z e r M iz io n . T h e r e g ing
his
life,
D a v i d istry has grown so much
i n s i s t e d t h a t S t u h a d that if somebody is in
helped him by allowing n e e d o f a t r a n s p l a n t ,
him to save a life and they have a 76 per cent
praised Stu for his brav- c h a n c e o f f i n d i n g a
ery and courage in the match straight away. 76
fa c e o f h is a g g r e s s iv e p e r c e n t , h o w e v e r, i s
cancer.
still not enough. Whilst
The
strongest being treated for his
i n d i c a t o r, h o w e v e r, o f leukemia, Stu used his
what this match truly public platfor m to raise
meant was reflected in awareness of, and funds
the faces of the family for, leukemia research.
members who were also He also created a perpresent at this momen- s o n a l i z e d d o n o r p o o l
tous meeting. Standing with Ezer Mizion, and
with her two childr en e n c o u r a g e s p e o p l e t o
M a t t e o a n d I s a b e l l a , donate to the organizaStu’s
wife
C o n n i e tion that saved his life.
Bernardi wiped away
Stu has grown
tears
as
she
t o l d extremely close to Ezer
r e p o r t e r s h o w h a p p y Mizion, and encourages
she was to see Stu final- a l l
to
support
and
ly meet his donor. Stu’s attend the organizations
mother
was
e q u a l l y fundraising events. The
emotional, unable to Famous
Jerusalem
hold back her tears as Market and Dinner is
she thanked David for s c h e d u l e d f o r O c t o b e r
giving her back her son. 2 1 s t
and
22nd
in
David’s extraordi- Toronto.
nary
humility
was
For more inforrevealed as he explained m a t i o n r e a d e r s a r e i n -

We Join in Wishing Our Jewish
Friends and Customers throughout
Metropolitan Toronto and Area
A Joyous Rosh Hashanah Celebration
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vited to contact Dena
Bensalmon at dena@ e z e r
mizion.ca
or
at
(647)799-1574 ext.231.
For updates a b o u t t h e
o r g a n i z a t i o n and event

infor mation follow Ezer
Mizion on Social Media:
F a c e b o o k
@EzerMizionCanada,
Instagram
@ezermizion_canada

•
TRAVEL TALES
(Continued from page 9)
and nine supplementary
schools. Youth and student
organizations
include the Vancouver
Foundation
Hillel
(http://www.vancouver
hillel.ca), which serves
Jewish students - and
protects their interests attending the University
of
British
Columbia,
Simon Fraser University
and the University of
Victoria, as well as other
colleges
in
Metro
Vancouver. There are several additional Jewish
youth organizations active
in Metro Vancouver.

WHERE TO STAY:
For this trip we based
ourselves at the Landis
Hotel & Suites (https:/ /
www.landissuitesvancou
ver.com) located downtown at 1200 Hor nby
Street. This is part of
Mayfair
Pr operties,
which also owns the
neighbouring Courtyard
Marriott.
The
hotel
of fers deluxe, executive
and penthouse suites.
They are in the midst of
r enovations, r eplacing
carpeting
with
new
hardwood floors and out(Please turn to following page)
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We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community On the Occasion of
ROSH HASHANAH
May the coming year be happy, healthy and prosperous.
We would be pleased to serve your
PLUMBING NEEDS

ADRIAN SERVE-UWELL PLUMBING
Your Local Plumbing Solution!
Fast, Efficient and reliable
Plumbing Service
Best Place in town to have a leak!
1015 Weston Rd.,
Toronto, ON M6N-3R9
416-766-6300

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to Our Jewish Friends and Clients
On the Occasion of
ROSH HASHANAH
May your year ahead be blessed with health and happiness.
We are always pleased to serve you.

Local - Canada - USA
SNOWBIRDS TO FLORIDA IS OUR SPECIALITY!
Enclosed Door to Door Service
Classic Cars, Autos, Motorcycles, Race Cars
Indoor Storage Available
11 City View Drive, Etobicoke, ON M9W 5A5
1-416-243-8531 1-888-415-3158
www.tfxinternational.com
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We Wish All Our Jewish Friends and Customers
A Happy, Healthy and Prosperous
ROSH HASHANAH

10148 Yonge St.,
Richmond Hill, ON
L4C 1T6
905 237-8914
www.richmondhillbridalboutique.com

SALE!!!
We have many items on sale now.
Please visit us to find great values.

TRAVEL TALES
(Continued from preceding page)
fitting the rooms with
new fur niture. Our executive suite featur ed a
master bedroom with a
luxurious king bed and
a second bedroom with a
comfortable Queen bed.
Both had cozy duvets
and
triple
sheeting,
black-out drapes, closet
space
with
mirr or ed
glass doors and a radio
alar m clock. The kitchen
of fers ample cooking
and storage space, and
includes
a
full-size
fridge with a freezer, a
stove, an oven, a dishwasher,
micr owave,
toaster
and
cof fee
maker. You can enjoy
your meals or snacks in
the dining area located
on an enclosed balcony
with city views.
As
well, you can sleep extra
guests on the pull-out

sofa sleeper in the nicesized living room, which
also features a 37 inch
flat
scr een
HDTV.
Guests can relax after a
busy day in the deep
soaker tub in the full
bathr oom, which also
features a shower and
double sinks with a
granite countertop. This
is one of few hotels in
Vancouver to feature allsuite accommodations
and an indoor pool to
play around in.
WHA T
TO
DO:
The Sea to Sky Gondola
(https://www.seatoskygondola.com) is located
on Highway 99 just
south of Squamish, a
scenic 45 minute drive
(depending upon traf fic
issues) from downtown
Vancouver. A 10 minute
gondola ride will take

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to Our Jewish Friends and Customers
On the Occasion of
ROSH HASHANAH
May your year be blessed with health and happiness.
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you up to a truly magical
place with some of the
most spectacular views
you will ever see and
activities for all interests
and ages. We really
enjoyed the experience,
especially the memorable photographs we
took where the backdrop
was spectacular. As you
rise fr om the water’s
edge on the valley floor,
the view opens up before
you: the bright blue
water of Howe S o u n d ,
dotted
with
green
islands and backed by

We Wish All Our
Jewish Customers
and Friends a
Happy and Healthy
ROSH HASHANAH

We Extend Best Wishes for
ROSH HASHANAH
to our Jewish Friends in
METROPOLITAN
TORONTO,
NORTH YORK,
AND YORK REGION
May the coming year be a
happy and healthy one.

the steep mountains of
the Coast Range; the
majestic
Stawamus
Chief; and a bird’s eye
view of the town of
with
the
Squamish
rugged,
snow-capped
mountains to the north.
The
Sky
Pilot
Suspension Bridge is
appr oximately
100
metres long and has a
backdrop that falls away
thousands of feet below,
giving you a greater feeling of exposur e and
height over land. The
Sky Pilot Suspension
Bridge of fers amazing
360 degree views of the
ar ea, both up to the
high alpine of the mountains above and down to
the fjord below.
PLAYLAND: If you
like amusement parks,
Vancouver’s
Pacific
National
Exhibition
(www.pne.ca) on East
Hastings Street is the
place to go. The 15 acre
Playland
Amusement
Park is a popular attraction. Open fr om late
April through the end of
September it has hosted
millions of thrill seekers
of all ages since it
opened
in
1910.
Playland's
mar quee
attraction, the beloved
1958
Wooden
Roller
Coaster, r emains the
most popular ride on the
site and one of the most
highly regarded wooden
coasters in the world.
The flume ranks as a
favorite as well. Other
popular rides include
wave swinger, west coast
wheel, breakdance, the
scrambler, the corkscrew,
rock climbing, the hellevator, bumper cars, the
pirate ship and music
expr ess. T amer rides
include the merry-goround, cool cruzers, the
super
slide,
raiders,
helicopters, tea cups
and honeybee express.
There are the traditional
car nival
games,
an
ar cade and plenty of
food options.
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We Wish Our Friends and Customers
A Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year

We Extend Rosh Hashanah Greetings to the
Jewish Community of Metropolitan Toronto and
Area and to Our Jewish Friends and Residents.
May your year be a happy and healthy one.

14

The Jewish Standard, September 2018

A GEM ON BROADWAY
(Continued from page 9)
that will, in one way or ways in which music, longanother, change all of their ing and laughter can conlives. The Band’s Visit cele- nect us all.
brates the deeply human
I must say that I ex-

We Extend Best Wishes for
ROSH HASHANAH
to our Jewish Friends throughout
METROPOLITAN TORONTO AND AREA
May the coming year be blessed with
peace and prosperity.
We are always pleased to serve you.

pected this show to be quite
serious in nature. I was,
however,
pleasantly surprised by the comic undertones.
The
Alexandria
Police
Ceremonial
Orchestra are meant to perform at the Arabic cultural
center in Petah Tikvah but a
member of the band with
poor English skills accidentally sends them to the similarly pronounced destination of Bet Hatikvah “with a
B,” eliciting many laughs
from the audience.
Yes, quite often it is
the creative and witty lyrics
that allow for laughter,
including a particular line of
a song in which the words
“awful” and “falafel” were
used in a rhyme. However,
as the connection between
the Israeli locals and
Egyptian visitors is forged
the story becomes unexpectedly moving. They are

different, as shown in certain moments by the characters
speaking
their
respective languages rather
than English. And yet they
are also in many ways alike,
and if that is not a universal
message that this world
needs, then I do not know
what is.
WHERE TO STAY
AND DINE: It is always very
convenient to find nice
places to stay and dine
close to the hustle and bustle
of
Times
Square.
Fortunately, we were able to
find a great hotel and a fine
dining establishment.
Let us start off with
the
Algonquin
Hotel
(www.algonquinhotel.com),
a locale with some significant Jewish history which
commands 44th Street near
6th Avenue. The Algonquin
first opened its doors in 1902.
Today, it is part of the

We Join in Wishing Our Jewish Friends
throughout Metropolitan Toronto and Area
A Joyous Rosh Hashanah Celebration
May the coming year be a happy and healthy one for family and friends.

Where Quality and Excellence are Realty!
Victor/Chris: 416-789-4179
Email: castleauto@idirect.com
1117 Castlefield Ave., Toronto, ON
www.CastleAutoCollision.com
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Marriott chain’s Autograph
Collection, an evolving
ensemble of strikingly independent hotels. Each of the
181 rooms and 25 suites
features a comfortable welllit work desk, as well as
complimentary Wi-Fi.
In
the book The Algonquin Kid:
Adventures Growing Up In
New York's Legendary Hotel,
author Michael Colby tells
the story about his grandparents Mary and Ben
Bodne, who built this legendary landmark. Southern
Jews, they owned the hotel
from 1946 to 1987. As a
kid, Colby and siblings visited their grandparents every
weekend.
Over the past year, I
have been fortunate to
experience the extraordinary cuisine of master chef
Geoffrey Zakarian at two of
his restaurants: Georgie at
the Montage Beverly Hills,
and Point Royal at the
Diplomat
Resort
in
Hollywood, Florida. When
looking for a place to dine
near Times Square, I was
pleasantly surprised to find
another one of his restaurants, The Lambs Club,

only a block away from our
hotel. Located at 132 West
44th Street, The Lambs
Club offers
Zakarian's
modern
approach
to
American cuisine with distinct ingredients, highly
seasonal menus, and a signature approach to hospitality. Zakarian and his
talented culinary team
marry their passion for
food with their classical
training to deliver exceptional dining experiences,
whether it is a casual
burger in The Bar or the
sought-after
Delmonico
steak in the main dining
room. A team of skilled
chefs put forth daily breakfast, lunch, and dinner,
offering guests dishes composed with the most seasonal and highest quality
ingredients. We very much
enjoyed our meal at the 90seat restaurant. Zakarian
opened The Lambs Club in
2010 with his wife Margaret
and partner David Rabin, a
noted Jewish businessman.
For
reservations
call
212.997.5262 or email
reservations@thelambs
club.com

•
JEWISH CHILDREN WERE SEPARATED TOO
(Continued from page 5)
university
presidents,
actors such as Henry Fonda
and Helen Hayes, and political figures such as 1936
Republican
presidential
nominee Alf Landon and his
running mate, Frank Knox.
Former First Lady Grace
Coolidge announced that
she and her neighbors from
Northampton, Massachusetts,
would personally care for
twenty-five of the children.
Unexpected support
came from former president
Herbert Hoover. Back in
1930, before the rise of
Hitler, Hoover’s administration had tightened the
restrictions on immigration.
Now Hoover not only
endorsed Wagner-Rogers,
but also pressured wavering
members of the House
Immigration Committee to
lend their support to the

the measure.
Patriotic and antiforeigner groups, such as
the American Legion and
the Daughters of the
American Revolution, mobilized
against
WagnerRogers.
Laura
Delano
Houghteling, a cousin of
President
Franklin
Roosevelt and wife of the
U.S.
Commissioner
of
Immigration, summarized
the sentiment of the opposition when she complained
that “20,000 charming children would all too soon
grow up into 20,000 ugly
adults.”
First Lady Eleanor
Roosevelt privately supported the legislation, but
declined to publicly endorse
it. The president, for his
part, took no position on
(Please turn to following page)
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We Wish Our Jewish
Friends and Guests
A Happy, Healthy and Prosperous
ROSH HASHANAH
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JEWISH CHILDREN WERE SEPARATED TOO

We Join in Wishing Our Jewish Friends
throughout Metropolitan Toronto Area
A Happy, Healthy and Prosperous
New Year

(Continued from preceding page)
that
“children
Wagner-Rogers. When a claimed
congresswoman inquired as should not be separated
to Roosevelt’s stance, he from their parents…Foster
returned her note to his parentage or institutional
secretary marked “File No bringing up is prejudicial to
children.”
action FDR.”
Mrs. Agnes Waters,
In April 1939, a joint
Senate-House committee a World War I widow claimheld four days of hearings ing to speak for millions of
on the Wagner-Rogers bill. patriotic American women,
Sympathetic
witnesses testified that if German
offered moving humanitari- Jewish children were sepaan pleas. They also stressed rated from their mothers,
that the children would not then America would find
compete with American citi- itself saddled with “thouzens for jobs—a widespread sands of motherless, embitconcern
during
the tered, persecuted children
of undesirable foreigners”
Depression era.
Nativists presented who, as “seasoned veterans
a variety of arguments for a revolution of hate,”
against
Wagner-Rogers: would grow up to be “potenAmerican children deserved tial leaders of a revolt
priority; foreign children against our American form
might be Communists or of government.”
Of course, under
even Nazis; admitting the
circumstances,
children would pave the normal
way for admission of their German Jewish parents
never would have willingly
parents.
One of the most sent their young children
remarkable arguments that abroad. But in 1939, in the
opponents invoked was that wake of Kristallnacht, sendby separating the children ing their children away
from
their
parents, seemed to be the only way
Congress would in effect be to save their lives. In fact, at
tearing the families apart. that very moment, the parof
some
10,000
The first witness to testify ents
against the bill was Francis German Jewish children
H. Kinnicutt, president of were sending them to
the
Allied
Patriotic England on the famous
Societies. He piously pro- Kindertransports.
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to the
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ROSH HASHANAH
May your year
be a happy and
healthy one

In the face of bitter
nativist opposition and the
complete absence of support from the president, the
Wagner-Rogers bill never
made it out of committee for
further discussion.
President
Trump
has expressed a preference
for immigrants from Norway.
President Roosevelt, f o r
his part, preferred those
from Great Britain. A year
after he refused to support
admission of Jewish children fleeing the Nazis, FDR
- an individual who once
privately expressed relief
that he had “no Jewish
blood” in his veins - rushed
to admit thousands of
British children fleeing the
Nazi Blitz. Needless to say,
nobody complained that
those kids were being
unwillingly separated from
their parents, or that motherless
British
children
might
seek
to
harm
America.
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THE DYBBUK
(Continued from page 6)
and tragedy, mysticism and
psychology, the evocative
work is awash in spectacular imagery, rich emotion,
and theatrical magic.
Svetlana Dvoretsky,
President and Producer of
Show One Productions,
announced the Toronto
shows, stating, “It is a both
a delight and a true honour
present
the
only
to
Canadian appearance of
Gesher this year and the
first-ever North American
staging of this production.
We have been planning this
tour for a few years – given
the company is in such high
demand back home as well
as in Europe and Asia. We
are thrilled to see these
engagements finally coming
to fruition, especially during
such an important year for
Israel – its 70th anniversary.”
Written in Russian
in Moscow, 1913-16, and
subsequently performed in
Yiddish, Hebrew and other
languages
around
the
world, The Dybbuk tells the
story of Hanan, a poor,
young yeshiva student,
deeply involved in the
Kabbalah and in love with
Lea, daughter of one of the
town’s
richest
men.
Learning that Lea is about
to be married, Hanan dies of
a broken heart.
However,
he finds himself caught
between two worlds, neither
dead nor alive. His restless
soul returns to Lea on her

wedding day, possessing
her as a dybbuk – a malicious spirit – and halts the
wedding. During the ceremony of exorcising the dybbuk, the dark secret of Lea’s
father comes to light.
Old motives are still
present in this modern
adaptation by Roee Chen,
an Israeli playwright and
director of Sephardic background.
Chen
skilfully
blends
comedy
with
tragedy, and has mysticism
confront psychology to create an engrossing, multifaceted theatrical experience.
The production is
directed by Yevgeny Arye,
the visionary founder and
artistic director of Gesher
Theatre (gesher -theatre.
co.il/en). Born in Russia,
Arye was educated in both
psychology and theatre, and
worked for years as a director of leading theatres in
Moscow, St. Petersburg and
Riga, and also as an associate professor at Moscow`s
Russian
Academy
of
Theatrical Arts. In 1991, he
immigrated to Israel with a
group of Russian actors and
founded Gesher Theatre. As
its artistic director and the
moving spirit behind it, he
has led the company to
prominence in the Israeli
cultural scene and internationally, receiving numerous awards and rave
reviews for productions
mostly under his direction.
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His outstanding achievements have earned Arye
honorary doctorates from
the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem, the Weizmann
Institute and Bar Ilan
University.
Two stars of stage
and screen head the cast of
25 – Tashkent-born Israel
Demidov, as the yeshiva
student Hanan, with Israeliborn actor and singer Efrat
Ben Zur as Lea.
Superlatives greeted
this new production of The
Dybbuk when it was
unveiled in 2014. Israeli
media called it “a masterpiece”, “the biggest theatrical event of the year”
(Mako); “a powerful and
astonishing
show
that
enchants the audience…
surprising, rare, alive and
kicking”
(Yermi
Amir);
“(Efrat Ben-Zur) is the first
lady of the Israeli theatre”
(Calcalist). Apart from 2014
performances in Moscow,
the 2018 North American
tour – which includes
Toronto – is Gesher’s first
presentation of The Dybbuk
outside Israel.
Gesher is Hebrew for
“bridge”, and the company
has lived up to its name as
a bridge between Russian
and Israeli cultures. Under
Yevgeny Arye’s leadership,
the troupe arrived in Israel
during the first Gulf War.
Using Cyrillic to transliterate plays into Hebrew, the
company presented theatre
classics
ranging
from
Euripides
through
Shakespeare, Molière, and
the Russians, to Brecht,

MISS AN ISSUE
OF THE JEWISH
STANDARD?
READ ALL OUR
ISSUES ON LINE
AT
www.thejewish
standardmag.com

Coward, Pirandello and
contemporary playwrights.
Israeli-born actors also
joined the company. Now
based in its own permanent
home
in
Jaffa,
Gesher has staged more
than 60 productions, represented Israel in more
than a dozen international
festivals, and was praised
by The London Times as
“one of the greatest and
most important troupes in
the world.”
The
Vakhtangov
Theatre acclaimed productions include Uncle Vanya,
Eugene Onegin and Smile at
Us, Oh Lord (written by
Israeli
author
Gregory
Kontorovich);
and
The
Casanova Variations starring John Malkovich; as
well
as
the
hugely
acclaimed project Yiddish
Glory, which has received
widespread media coverage
in Canada and abroad.
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WORLD IN REVIEW
(Continued from page 3)
not a Washington insider,
has plenty of money to
finance a campaign(he is
worth an estimated $52 billion) and holds policy positions, especially on social
popular among
issues,
many Democrats. The fact
that he intends to spend
$80
million
to
help
Democrats in the forthcoming mid-term elections will
certainly help his cause,
especially if the party
regains control of the House
and Senate as many pundits are predicting.
Lewandowski adds
that Bloomberg has a story
“the American people like”.

Aretha Franklin
And Jerry Wexler
Aretha Franklin, the
“Queen of Soul”, actually
took many years to achieve
success. Her first album
was released in 1956 but it
was not until the 1967 hit
“Respect” that she began
her rise to stardom.
And it was the son of
a German Jewish father
and Polish Jewish mother,
Jerry Wexler, who helped
her record “Respect” and
helped give it the popularity
that the original version by
Otis Redding never achieved.
(Please turn to page 22)

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO OUR FRIENDS AND STUDENTS
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AFRICAN, JEWISH &
MUSLIM MUSICIANS
UNITE IN WALK
TOGETHER CHILDREN
Musicians, dancers,
and other artists from
African,
Jewish
and
Muslim diasporas join
forces for a joyful sharing
of their cultural traditions in Walk Together
Children, an afternoon of
music, dance, readings
and visual art, Sunday,
October 14 at 3 p.m. in
the
George
Weston
Recital
Hall,
Toronto
Centre for the Arts, 5040
Yonge Street (North York
City Centre subway).
The concert – featuring songs of joy, longing,
inspiration
and
humour in many languages – is headlined by
Antiguan-bor n soprano
Denise Williams, who has
developed a following
over two decades for the
Black-and-Jewish
versions of Walk Together
Children she created as a
way to bring together the
two communities. These
widely per formed concerts were showcased
most recently last fall in
Stratford, and were the

DENISE WILLIAMS
and other exceptional
performers take the
stage in Walk Together
Children. Photo Amina
Alfred.

We Join in Wishing Our Jewish Friends
throughout Metropolitan Toronto and Area
A Joyous Rosh Hashanah Celebration
May the coming year be a happy and healthy one
for family and friends.

basis for her much lauded
2006 CD of the same title.
Tickets
are $55;
children, students, seniors
and for freelance artists
$30. They are now on sale
at all Civic Theatres Toronto
Box
Offices
and
via
T icketmaster, www.tocen
tre.com/events/walk-together-children, or by
phone at 1-855-985-ARTS
(2787). More information is
available at www.denise
williamssoprano.com/walktogether-children, YouTube
and other social media platforms.

We Extend Best Wishes for
ROSH HASHANAH
to the Jewish Communities of York Region and North York.
May the coming year be blessed with health and happiness.
We are always pleased to serve you.
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WORLD IN REVIEW
(Continued from page 20)
Wexler persuaded
Franklin to leave Columbia
records in 1966 and sign
with
Atlantic
Records,
where Wexler was an executive. Franklin and Wexler
would go on to form a close
artist-producer bond. “He
provided me the vehicle to
allow me to perform and
express myself,” said

Franklin following Wexler’s
death in 2008.
In his autobiography
“Rhythm and the Blues”
Wexler wrote that it was “my
idea to make good tracks,
use the best players, put
Aretha on the piano and let
the lady wail”.
And of
“Respect”, Wexler wrote:
“Respect started of f as a

We Join in Wishing Our Jewish Friends
throughout
Metropolitan Toronto and Area
A Happy, Healthy and Prosperous
New Year

soul song and wound up a
kind of national anthem”.

Anti-Semite
Wins Nomination
Republicans
in
Missouri have voted for an
individual who as recently
as 2017 told radio station
KCXL that “looking back in
history,
unfortunately,
Hitler was right about what
was
taking
pace
in
Germany, And who was
behind it.”

While the Missouri
Party
has
Republican
denounced West’s “shocking
and vile” comments as having no place in the Missouri
Republican Party,
West
won 49.5 percent of the
vote, more than double the
second place finisher.
“Jewish people can
be beautiful people”, says
West. “But there’s ideologies associated with them
I
don’t
agree
that
with....Jews are a remnant
of the tribe of Judah that
We Join in Extending
Best Wishes for
ROSH HASHANAH
to our Jewish Friends in
METROPOLITAN
TORONTO,
NORTH YORK,
AND YORK REGION

BAYCREST AND THE
Baycrest Foundation
have announced the
appointment of Dale
H. Lastman, C.M. to
the post of Chair of
the Baycrest Board of
Directors.
Mr.
Lastman is Chair of
Goodmans LLP and
practices corporate,
commercial and securities law. He is a
Director
of
Maple
Leaf
Sports
&
Entertainment
Ltd.
and serves as an
Alter nate Gover nor
for the NHL and NBA
and a Governor of the
Toronto Argonauts.
He also sits on the
board of directors of
RioCan Real Estate
Investment
T rust,
Roots Ltd. and the
CAMH Foundation.

We Wish Our Jewish
Friends across the
GTA
A Happy
and Healthy
ROSH HASHANAH
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rejected Christ”. Furthermore, says West, “Jewish
cabals” are “harvesting
baby parts” from Planned
Parenthood, abuse children
and control the Republican
Party.
West will face two
term Representative Joe
Carpenter who was uncontested in the last election.
Still,
Missouri
is
a
Republican leaning state
and one can only hope that
the
homophobic,
antiSemitic, Islamophobic and
racist West gains little traction among voters.

“Haters of Israel”
Not Welcome at Hostel
The
Jerusalem
Heritage House, a non profit youth hostel in the Jewish
quarter of the Old City,
offers “warm and comfortable accommodations for
Jewish travelers for a nom-
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inal fee.” But apparently
not “all” Jewish travellers
are welcome.
The
hostel
has
imposed a ban on those who
have “committed crimes
against the Jewish people”.
The list includes Jon
Stewart, Bernie Sanders,
former Obama Ambassador
Dan Shapiro and actress
Bette Midler. Joining the
list of celebrities and politicians not welcome are the
staffs of The Times of Israel,
Haaretz, CNN and the New
York Times. And the heads
of the Anti-Defamation
League and the Reform
movement will also have to
find elsewhere to stay.
The hostel has been
ridiculed for its stance with
the Jerusalem Post’s Amy
Spiro joking that “Bette
Midler has been banging on
the doors of the Jerusalem
Heritage House for hours

We Join in Wishing Our Jewish
Customers and Friends
a Happy and Heathy
ROSH HASHANAH
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WORLD IN REVIEW
(Continued from preceding page)
for hours begging to be let
inside.”
We doubt whether
any of the banned celebrities or journalists would
cancel their trips to Israel
because they are unable to
find free or subsidized lodging.

Canada and Israel Growing Ties in Cannabis
Israel’s
medical
cannabis industry is flourishing thanks in part to its
growing ties with Canada.
Hundreds of millions of dollars in deals have already

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of
Metropolitan Toronto and Area for
ROSH HASHANAH
May the year ahead be a happy and healthy one.

We Extend Best Wishes to Our
Jewish Friends and Customers on the Occasion of
ROSH HASHANAH
May your year be blessed with health and happiness
for family and friends.

been signed covering a wide
range of health issues,
including cancer, epilepsy
and sleep disorders. Israel,
say experts, is the perfect
place to experiment with
medical cannabis partly
because of the climate and
partly because researchers
are far more advanced than
their peers in many other
countries.
Alvit Pharma, founded in 2014 and headquartered in Ness Ziona, is a
leader in products combining medical mushrooms
and cannabis. The company has already signed deals
with
several
Licensed
Producers in Canada. “It
seems like every LP here
has something to do with
somebody in Canada right
now”, says Yona Levy, CEO
of
Alvit
LCS Pharma.
“Canada is probably the
most mature market now in
terms of cannabis in the
world. They’ve approached
it in the right way”.
Perhaps the only
glitch in the industry is an
Israeli law which bans the
sale overseas of Israel medical cannabis.
Investors
warn that if the policy does
not change billions of dollars in foreign investment
could dry up. Agreements
with Canada and other
countries could ultimately
fall through.

Some Israeli companies have circumvented the
law by locating their
research and development
facilities to other countries.
Together Pharma, who has
reached an agreement with
a Canadian firm to sell five
tons of cannabis oil worth
hundreds of millions of dollars, has set up shop in
Uganda. Says Arik Filstein,
Founder
of
Together
Pharma,”instead of taxable
revenue being generated
here, it’s going to other
countries, which is unfortunate.”
(Please turn to page 26)
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No Kosher Food
For Tunisian Prisoner
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Ilan Raccah has
been in a Tunisian prison
since early July.
He is
accused of inciting some
young men to set the car of
a local businessman on fire.
Raccah, who is an
Orthodox Jew, asked that
his family be permitted to
bring kosher food into the
prison.

SEINFELD
TURNS DOWN
$5 MILLION PER

JERRY SEINFELD HAS
turned down an offer
from NBC of $5 million
per episode for a new
season of “Seinfeld”.
The comedian has put
his "Seinfeld" days
behind him and prefers
to focus on his new
series "Comedians in
Cars Getting Coffee."
“The most important
word in art is 'proportion,” says Seinfeld
"How much? How long
is this joke going to be?
How many words? How
many minutes? And
getting that right is
what makes it art or
what
makes
it
mediocre,"

The
investigating
judge approved the family’s
request. But the chief warden refused to take the food
from Raccah’s relatives.
Raccah was forced to fast.
Barring him from receiving
food, says his lawyer, “is
like passing a death sentence on him”.

New York City Soft
On Yeshiva Standards?
The City of New
Yo r k , a n d M a y o r B i l l d e
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Blasio in particular, have
been accused of turning a
blind eye to New York
yeshivas that illegally fail to
offer their students secular
studies.
In 2015 the city of
New York launched a probe
into the yeshiva educational
system following a complaint
by
the
Young
Advocates
for
Fair
Education.
The group
claimed that many of the
city’s Yeshivas were violating state law requiring private schools to offer a curriculum
“substantially
equivalent” to the public
school system. They alleged
that an amendment written
by state Senator Simcha
Felder, who represents
Jewish neighbourhoods in
Brooklyn, unconstitutionally exempts yeshivas from
the same scrutiny as nonreligious schools.
A few weeks ago a
report was issued claiming
that half of the 30 yeshivas
under investigation wouldn’t even allow the inspectors
into their schools.

Mayor de Blasio is
adamant that this was not,
as the New York Post, maintains, a “phony probe”. He
accused the press of looking
for “instant gratification.”
But the Post is continuing
its
attacks.
“Students leave the schools
deprived of the basic skills
they’ll need in a secular
world”, it said. “If City Hall
truly wanted to make sure
these kids are getting a
proper education, it would
have finished the probe long
ago. Alas, Hizzoner’s more
interested in pleasing the
politically powerful ultraOrthodox community”. The
New York Daily News called
the investigation a “shonda”.
“There are two sides
to every story.” countered
de Blasio.
“We have 15
schools where we went in, a
lot of work was done, clearly there was room for
improvement but I have to
be straightfaced and say
there’s room for improvement in a lot of traditional
schools, too”,
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SUMMER CAMP LIFE
FOR THE CHILDREN OF GAZA

SAUL AND TOBY
FELDBERG
AND FAMILY
MOST YOUNGSTERS AROUND THE WORLD GO
to camp to play sports and sing songs around a
campfire, Not so for Gaza teens. Unlike summer
camps around the world where children enjoy the
peaceful innocent time of their youth, these summer camps run by the Hamas terror networks take
children from their parents and prepare them for
the next battle with Israel. Learning how to kill is
one of the camp’s more popular activities.
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