1929 - 2013 Eighty-Four Years of Service to Canadian Jewry - www.thejewishstandardmag.com

9X12 LAYOUT_Layout 1 13-09-03 1:11 PM Page 1

SEPTEMBER 2013 ROSH HASHANAH 5774

& " #$ ")

!

9X12 LAYOUT_Layout 1 13-09-03 1:11 PM Page 2

2

The Jewish Standard, September 2013

MICHAEL HAYMAN
PUBLISHER AND
EDITOR
JULIUS HAYMAN
B.A., L.L.B.
EDITOR 1937-2000
Cover Story
Dignitaries and
friends attended the formal opening of the new
facilities for DANI, an
organization committed
to developing and nurturing independence for
young adults with special physical or cognitive
needs. DANI’s objective
is to ensure that every
youngster, no matter
how difficult the challenge, participates fully
as a valued member of
the
community
and
enjoys a meaningful and
dignified quality of life.
Through a variety of programs at DANI’s home at
the Garnet Williams
Community Centre in
Thornhill, this parent driven organization helps
these
young
adults
emerge from their silence
and
fear
of
the
unknown, and create
meaningful lives of their
own. DANI’s programs
run five days a week,
focusing on vocational
training, daily living
skills, athletics, art and
music,
literacy
and
Jewish holiday celebrations. DANI is fully certified COR and everyone
is welcome at their new
DANI Dairy Delights concession stand. For more
information on the vitally
important contribution
DANI makes to Jewish
life in Toronto readers
can visit their website at
www.dani-toronto.com
Top photo, front cover,
Vaughan Mayor Maurizio
Bevilacqua cuts the ribbon and Rabbi Daniel
Korobkin puts up the
mezuzah at the opening
ceremonies.
(See also
page 20)

Reflections on the
New Year
The annual High Holy Days
stocktaking which is, theoretically
at least, part of the religious tradition of Judaism, is ordinarily more
a matter of form than it is of substance. Very few of us reflect seriously about where we may have
fallen short during a year in which
we have been subjected to the
strains and tensions of surviving in
a complex and difficult world. Still
fewer of us, in these secular days,
hold any fear of incurring His
wrath. And how many of us actually emerge from the High Holy
Days with the conviction that it is
our bounden religious duty to
avoid, in the year to come, the sins
of which we have been so obviously guilty during the year which has
gone.
It is the failure of the religious atmosphere of the High Holy
Days to alter the level of personal
morality and social justice among
us which robs these days of their
true significance and purpose.
Attendance at shul is an enriching
experience. There are few Jews so
detached from their Judaic past
that they are unable to experience
the strength of the bond which
unites them to their Hebrew ancestors. There are few Jews, during
the Days of Awe, who do not feel
some kinship with those who have
suffered so grievously for their
faith. There are few Jews, as they
sit in shul during these Days of
Penitence, who do not reflect on
the grandeur of Jewish life - a life
of sorrow, to be sure, but a life no
less of joy, a life of tragedy but a

life no less of triumph.
This feeling that there is a
common bond between us and
Jews the world over and a common link which binds us to the
generations of our ancestors,
might well justify the services
which attract Jews, in their millions, to the synagogues. But it is
not enough. Unless religion has
within it the power to change our
lives, to persuade us to yield up
some of our avarice and pride,
unless it has the power to teach us
understanding and compassion, it
will be more a nostalgia for a historic link than an attempt to find
meaning in Jewish life for the
centuries before us.
Jewish survival is important
and there is an obligation on the
part of every Jew of conviction to
help develop the techniques which
will ensure that survival. But if
survival becomes an end in itself,
with the purpose of survival no
more than an afterthought, we
may be sure that even the vast
number of intermittent synagogue
goers, who every Rosh Hashanah
create the ”mushroom synagogue”, will dwindle and, ultimately, disappear.
Synagogues during the next
few weeks will be packed to their
doors. The critical observer, however, will question the extent to
which this overflow synagogue
attendance has any real impact on
the lives of the “worshippers” and
to ask whether it really means
that much in the long-term survival of Jewish life.

The Jewish Standard is published monthly in Toronto and Montreal by Michael Hayman B.A., M.A. Editor and Publisher. 1912 A Avenue Road,, Toronto,
Ontario M5M 4A1 (416) 537-2696; Printed and bound in Toronto, Canada by Regal Press Canada. Publication Mail Registration Number 40055943

9X12 LAYOUT_Layout 1 13-09-03 1:11 PM Page 3

The Jewish Standard, September 2013

3

THE WORLD IN REVIEW
NEWS OF THE RECENT PAST IS REVIEWED
By NOAH FREEDMAN
Rabbi vs Rabbi In
Polish Shechitah Ban
They should be on
the same side of the issue.
They both want the Polish
government to overturn a
ban on ritual slaughter.
But Rabbis Menachem
Margolin
and
Michael
Schudrich are each accusing the other of making the
problem worse by refusing
to let the other one deal
with the Polish government.
Rabbi
Margolin
belongs to the Chabad-affiliated Centre of Europe while
Michael Schudrich is the
Polish chief rabbi.
Just
before Poland’s parliament
was set to vote on the issue
Rabbi Margolin was scheduled to meet with the Polish
president in an effort to find
a compromise on the issue.
But
President Bronislaw
Komorowksi
abruptly
cancelled the meeting.

Margolin
accused
Schudrich of “torpedoing”
the meeting.
His anger
became even more pronounced when the Polish
parliament voted 222-178
to uphold the ban.
He
called Schudrich “incompetent” and demanded his
resignation. Schudrich, he
said, acts “irresponsibly,
as though Poland is his
own fiefdom, while ignoring the need for coordinated action on an issue
which
affects
all
of
European
Jewry
and
beyond”.
Rabbi Schudrich, a
U.S. born rabbi who has
lived in Poland since 1992,
and was named chief rabbi
in 2004, counters by saying
that “we cannot risk that
our efforts will be hindered
by the actions of people who
will not bear the consequences of their interference”. “The European

Jewish
Association”,
Schudrich said in a joint
statement with the president of Poland’s Union of
Jewish Communities, “is
the same organization
that called for unity on
one day only for it to
issue an appallingly disrespectful and inaccurate
attack on Poland’s Chief
Rabbi the next day”. It is
not a coincidence that
Rabbi Margolin is the
head of the European
Jewish Association.
The
fact
that
Chabad operates only two
centers in Poland, when it
has six in Belarus and
more than 30 each in
Russia and Ukraine, may
be at the root of the squabble. Schudrich is acutely
aware of the fact that
Chabad wants to expand
its reach in Poland, with
perhaps an eye on laying
claim to chief rabbi.

And so the internal
struggle continues as the
two groups vie with one
another for a leadership
role. The European Jewish
Association has made life
more difficult for Schudrich
by hiring a Polish nationalist lawyer to challenge the
shechitah ban.
The one
time head of the disbanded
League of Polish families, a
far right movement often
accused of anti-Semitism,
was hired “because of his
professional skills and connections in the Polish political scene.

No Shabbat
Candles Allowed
For two decades
Orthodox Jews have flocked
to the Welsh seaside and
stayed at the residences of
Aberystwyth
University.
But this year they have

JERUSALEM’S LIGHT RAILWAY HAS NOW BEEN UP AND RUNNING FOR TWO YEARS. TRAVEL
from Pisgat Ze’ev to Mount Herzel has been cut from 90 minutes when the trains started running
to 49 minutes. But anyone who has used the service is aware that problems still need to be addressed.
The rail was designed initially to carry some 50,000 people but is now carrying 100,000 daily. The two
rail cars per train is simply insufficient. Purchasing tickets can also be frustrating. Human gridlock at
stations is all too common as impatient Israelis try to get on and off at the same time.
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SALAFIS STRADDLE THE FENCE IN EGYPT
By MICHEL STORS, MEDIA LINE
Muhammad
Rizq
slowly ascended the pulpit
at the Al-Munira mosque in
this poor northern Cairo
neighborhood. His brusque
leg movements made the
wood creak with every step.
“What do the people want?”
he asked his flock rhetorically. “Do we want Islamic
law or what the (Muslim)
Brotherhood offered – civil
strife?”
As Egypt splits into
two rival camps pitting secularists against Islamists,

the puritanical Salafis are
on the sidelines unsure of
their next move. Salafis are
Sunni Muslims associated
with
a
strict,
literal
approach to Islam. They
support
the
Muslim
Brotherhood’s attempt to
inject a more Islamic hue
into a society that has been
governed by secularists for
sixty years. But they are
uneasy about the organization’s divisive tendencies
and go-it-alone approach.
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NEIL MACDONALD AGAIN BLAMES ISRAEL FOR ALL THE WORLD’S ILLS
By MIKE FEGELMAN
It takes a pretty fertile imagination to correlate
a story about alleged political bias at the IRS and sexual abuse in the U.S. military to the Middle East conflict. Leave it to CBC
reporter Neil Macdonald, a
self-appointed pontificator
perched from Washington,
to twist unrelated world
affairs stories into criticisms of Israel.
In an analysis piece
published on the CBC’s
website on June 6, 2013,

The author is Executive Director of Honest Reporting
Canada. The organization seeks to promote fairness and
accuracy in the Canadian media’s coverage of Israel. For
more information readers can visit www.honestreporting.ca
- The Editor
Macdonald included the fol- Palestinians?”
lowing irrelevant smear
Apart from being
against Israel and Canadian gratuitous, this question
support for the Jewish state disguised personal opinion
: “In Canada, do Stephen as news by phrasing declarHarper and his most parti- ative statements into quessan supporters actually tions.
think
down deep, that
There is no evidence
Israel may actually bear to substantiate claims that
some of the blame f o r Canada’s Prime Minister
i t s t r o u b l e s w i t h t h e and his “most partisan sup-

porters” deep down assign
blame to Israel for the
impasses and quarrels with
the
Palestinians,
but
MacDonald has no problem
raising this question that
serves to malign Israel,
Canadian support for the
Jewish state, and which
exonerates
Palestinian
transgressions and elevates
the Palestinian cause.
But wait, aren’t CBC
journalists tasked to be
politically neutral and to
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ID CARDS NEEDED FOR EVERYONE
By LINDA GRADSTEIN, MEDIA LINE
In the United States,
you need a passport to travel abroad, and a drivers’
license to cash a check. In
Israel, you need an ID card
just to cross the street.
“The law is that
everyone must have an ID
card,” Jerusalem police

spokesman Micky Rosenfeld
told The Media Line.
“Incidents can take place,
whether it’s a traffic accident or if someone needs to
be questioned for security
purposes, and we need to
have their details.”

THE RAMI LEVY SUPERMARKET JUST OUTSIDE
the settlement of Sha’ar Binyamin is one of three
Rami Levy markets in the West Bank. What makes
these stores unique is that they cater to both Israeli
settlers and West Bank Palestinians. And, as the
above photo illustrates, Rami employs Palestinian
workers as well (the young lad in the red shirt packing the groceries is a Palestinian). For some these
supermarkets show that co-existence is possible.
Many Palestinians, however, argue that Rami Levy
undercuts Palestinian shopkeepers. The profits,
they argue, return to Israel. But that does not stop
Palestinians from Ramallah going to Rami for the
prices and the wide range of goods. And what is
perhaps most interesting to the casual observer is
the lack of any security at the store. There are no
security guards. There are no metal detectors. A
half interested employee glances at your bill on the
way out apparently to make sure you have paid.
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THE
SHYLOCK
P L AY
UNDERSTANDING THE “MERCHANT”
By JOEL LIGHTSTONE
The Merchant of
Venice is being staged at
Stratford, Ontario this year
and it can be assumed that
it will be an outstanding
success, at least from the
point of view of attendance.
The play has many virtues.
It is a dramatic masterpiece
by probably the most competent playwright since
Sophocles. Shylock himself
has been an ideal instrument by which actors have
demonstrated their talent
and versatility.
And
Shakespeare was not only a
playwright but a poet and
some of the most exquisite
poetry in the English language rolls off the tongues

of many of his characters.
Today the world,
generally, will not accept
any obvious attempt to
arouse hatreds and prejudice against the Jews. And
so every effort is made to
soften the impact of the
anti-Semitism
in
The
Merchant of Venice. The natural
admiration
for
Shakespeare’s incomparable genius makes it difficult
to accuse him of antiSemitism and there are few
iconoclasts
among
his
admirers. Yet it is as difficult to overlook the antiSemitism of the play as it is
to transform Shylock from

We Join in Extending Best Wishes
On the Occasion of
ROSH HASHANAH
to the Jewish Community of
Metropolitan Toronto and Area
May your year be a happy and healthy one

VITAL PLANET
Vitamins • Supplements
Natural Foods, Organic Produce
& Bulk Food
Open 7 Days a Week
53 Lower Jarvis Street
416 366-4353
2789 Lake Shore Blvd. W
416 251-0553
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We Join in Extending Best Wishes
On the Occasion of
ROSH HASHANAH
to the Jewish Community of
Metropolitan Toronto and Area
May your year be a happy and healthy one.
We are always pleased to serve you.
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RESIDENTS CHERISH TIME AT 2 NEPTUNE
By EVELYN STAGG
Hello, I am a longtime resident at 2 Neptune
Drive, and I love it here.
Maybe you will love it to.
Let me show you around.
Imagine a lovely
nine story seniors’ condominium in North York, at
the corner of Bathurst
Street and Neptune Drive,
just
south
of
Wilson
Avenue. You are very close
to many speciality shops as
well as a supermarket.
There are three public transit routes outside your door,
as well as a private shopping bus. Two parks and
schools are nearby. Just
next door is a synagogue
and Baycrest Hospital and
nursing home. You have
access to the hospital clinics and there is a therapeutic pool in the hospital as
well as a regular pool on the
Baycrest property.
You have a choice of
a lovely one or two bedroom
suite. These large suites
have floor to ceiling windows that make your apartment bright and cheery,
even in winter. With your
own controls for heat and
air conditioning you will be
comfortable all year round.

There is no need to take
your washing to a laundry
room because you have a
washer and dryer right in
your suite.
Everyone can use
the exercise room equipment at any time of the day
and there are exercise
classes every week day. For
entertainment, there are
parties and holiday celebrations all year round, with
live music and delicious
refreshments. In summer
you can relax in the
enclosed courtyard or on
the roof garden, where you
will be surrounded by beautiful plantings done by our
professional gardeners.
You will never be at a
loss for good company. You
can join bridge, knitting,
bingo and history clubs. Or
coffee, book and garden
clubs. If you enjoy current
movies on a large screen,
you can find different shows
three times a week.
Now do you see why
I love my apartment at 2
Neptune! If you would like
to have a personal tour, call
our
property
manager,
Sylvia Dydyszko at 416789-9317 during the week.
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TEMPLE SINAI LEADERS HELP FAMILIES GRIEVE

We Extend Best Wishes to Our
Jewish Friends and Customers
On the Occasion of
ROSH HASHANAH
May the coming year bring
you and your family
health, happiness and prosperity.

By DAVID EISENSTADT
In 1993, when my
wife Rhoda and our sons
Harris and Evan lost four
parents/grandparents
within a horrific six
months, I certainly found
spiritual
comfort
at
Temple Sinai.
Key to dealing with
my grief involved connecting with a number of dedicated Temple volunteers
who led morning and
evening services.
Many
went the extra mile as
evening shiva readers,
often travelling great distances in all sorts of
weather, all year 'round to
"get it done". This group, I
facetiously
dubbed "the
shiva patrol."
Since that time, our
two sons have on occasion
reminded me that when I
choose to retire, my next

career should be taking
my smicha and becoming
a Rabbi. They are serious,
but right now I'm keeping
my day job.
So roughly 20 years
later, I am still on patrol,
enjoy the calling and am
able to participate when a
request is made, whenever
possible.
Like most of my fellow lay leaders, we all have
stories and have seen grief
first hand.....sometimes in
the form of an Irish waketype celebration with mobs
of "mourners"; in other
cases, and more sadly,
leading a shiva service
with fewer than 10 in
attendance. And yes, as I
once reminded a nonTemple Sinai mourner, he
didn't need to worry about
whether w e h a d e n o u g h

We Join in Extending
Best Wishes for
ROSH HASHANAH
to our Jewish Friends in
METROPOLITAN
TORONTO,
NORTH YORK,
AND YORK REGION
May the coming year be a
happy and healthy one.

DAVID EISENSTADT,
Fellow PRSA, CFRS,
partner TCGPR, The
Communications Group
Inc., PR Consultants to
Newsmakers

We Join in Extending Best Wishes
On the Occasion of
ROSH HASHANAH
to the Jewish Community of
Metropolitan Toronto and Area
May your year be a happy and healthy one.
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We Join in Extending Best Wishes
On the Occasion of
ROSH HASHANAH
to the Jewish Community of
Metropolitan Toronto and Area
May your year be a happy and healthy one.
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HELPFUL HINTS FOR THE JEWISH TRAVELLER
By MIKE COHEN
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RETURN TO VANCOUVER:
I
recently
returned from a trip to
Vancouver (www.tourismvancouver.com) for
my
first time in five years.
WHERE TO STAY:
We were fortunate to discover a new spot, the
Sunset Inn & Suites

(www.sunsetinn.com).
Located at 1111 Burnaby.
Guests are welcomed with
a long list of amenities.
Moreover, this is not one
of those hotels that promotes "extra" services that
in the end increases the
cost of your stay.

We Join in Extending New Year Greetings
to Our Jewish Friends and Patrons
May your year be blessed with
health and happiness.
We invite you to enjoy our fine food and
warm and friendly ambiance.
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CBC REPORTER AT IT AGAIN
embargo their personal
views in their professional
work? Macdonald’s apparent preoccupation with
Israel seems to be the
exception to the rule allowing him to use CBC
resources to attack Israel,
time and again.
This past January,
Macdonald wrote an analysis piece published on the
CBC’s website where he
claimed that Israel’s “hardline”
government
“has
shown little interest in
negotiating a two-state
solution
with
the
Palestinians.”
Despite
Israel’s consistent calls for
negotiations without preconditions to solve the
Israeli-Palestinian impasse,

and its regular overtures
and concessions to obstructionist “hardline” Palestinian
leader Mahmoud Abbas,
Macdonald was of the opinion that Israel doesn’t want
peace.
One recalls how
Macdonald used his CBC
Twitter account in January
2012 to scandalously insinuate that Israel has an
issue with controlling guns
aimed at non-Israelis. After
a barrage of
criticism
ensued, Macdonald “voluntarily closed” his Twitter
account.
In an April 11, 2011
report about “The Battle for
Libya,” Macdonald superfluously introduced Israel

11
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We Are Pleased to Again Extend Rosh Hashanah
Greetings to the Jewish Community and to
Our Jewish Friend and Residents
May your year be a happy and healthy one.

WHILE ONE MIGHT THINK THAT THE ABOVE
“Wall” protects Israel from terrorists entering
from the West Bank, that is not the case. The
above wall protects kibbutz Karem Shalom
from terrorists infiltrating from Gaza. Still, it
was “under” this fence and the barbered wire
beside it that terrorists tunneled into the kibbutz in 2006 and snatched Gilad Schalit about
200 yards from where this photo was taken.
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CBC REPORTER AT IT AGAIN
into a CBC National story it
had nothing to do with.
Macdonald exposed viewers
to the malicious implication
made by a Libyan civilian
that like Gaddafi, “Israel
kills whomever it likes”. In
other words, like Gaddafi,
Israel commits war crimes
by targeting innocent civilians at will. Two months
earlier on The National in a
story about the use of emergency laws and the movements which were trying to
dislodge repressive Arab
regimes
from
power,
Macdonald found it important to mention that “The
trouble is that most Arabs
know that Israel has an
emergency law too which it
uses for such things as
detention without trial, and
confiscation, or demolition
of Palestinian property.”
This past November,
Macdonald claimed in a
CBC TV report that “Israel…
is energetically eating up
the land that would form
the Palestinian state…”
Macdonald’s
statement
echoed his referral in 2000

to “the ferocious appetite of
Jewish settlers for Arab
land.”
In 2005, Macdonald
did a feature one-on-one TV
interview with former CIA
Chief Michael Sheuer who
claimed that American support for Israel was costing
American lives abroad in
the Middle East and endangering the safety of U.S. citizens domestically.
In May of 2004,
Macdonald filed a report
about the abuse of Iraqi
detainees at the Abu Ghraib
prison facility. The report
featured a quote by proPalestinian propagandist
Eugene Bird who falsely
suggested
that
Israeli
agents might have played a
role in the torture scandal.
This incident elicited a
remarkable two on-air clarifications from the CBC, and
its ombudsman acknowledged that this
report
exposed CBC to “the
appearance of bias.” The
CBC’s editor-in-chief at the
time promised that the situation would never be re-
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We Join in Wishing
the Jewish
Community of the
GTA
A Happy, Healthy
and Prosperous
New Year

We Join in Extending
Best Wishes for
ROSH HASHANAH
to our Jewish Friends in
METROPOLITAN
TORONTO,
NORTH YORK,
AND YORK REGION
May the coming year
be a happy and
healthy one.
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peated again.
But
just
seven
months later, in a December
2004 report on a deadly alQaeda terror attack on the
American
consulate
in
Jeddah,
Saudi
Arabia,
Macdonald aired a source
who blamed the U.S. relationship with Israel for the
attack. The only person
interviewed in Macdonald’s
report was Alan Keiswetter
of
the
Saudi-financed
Middle East Institute, who
stated that America was “in
the pockets of (former
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel)
Sharon.”
Also in December of
2004 – in the midst of a
Palestinian terror war that
saw Israeli families blown
up in buses and restaurants – Macdonald wrote an
analysis on CBC’s website
stating that “if Palestinians
have committed terror, the
Israelis have certainly committed
war
crimes.”
Macdonald then raised the
question of whether Jewish
settlers, “thousands of
whom are well armed and
overtly bellicose, constitute
civilians or combatants.”
Macdonald appeared to
have been suggesting that
the murder of Israeli settlers may not in fact be “terrorism.” The sentence was
later amended online after
complaints to the CBC.
Finally, in 2002, Macdonald
asked rhetorically whether
the terror group Hezbollah
is “a national liberation
movement or, as Israel and
its supporters maintain, a
murderous global menace?”
Unlike political commentators and pundits who
are paid for their professional
opinions,
CBC
reporters must refrain from
exploiting our public broadcaster’s news platforms to
expound on personal prejudices. Objective journalists
should report on the news
rather than shape it.
An important line
must be drawn when a CBC
reporter is given free rein to
vent his personal opinions
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We Are Pleased to Extend Rosh Hashanah
Greetings to the Jewish Community of
Metropolitan Toronto and Area
and to Our Jewish Friends and Residents.
May your year be a happy and healthy one.
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CBC REPORTER
and apparent disdain for
the State of Israel. When
that
journalist,
whose
salary is paid for by your tax
dollars, uses official CBC
resources, also paid for by
you and me, to advance a
personal political perspective, something must be
done to stop this journalistic misconduct.

•
KINGMAKERS
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Despite their newly
discovered neutrality, AlNour, the largest Salafist
party was a key element of
the coalition that deposed
President Mohamed Morsi
of the Brotherhood.
The
Salafis provided the largely
secular organizations the
religious cover they needed
to portray their revolt as
being against dictatorship
and not religion.
“The
protesters
could have never deposed
Morsi without some religious backing,” Al-Ahram
Strategic Studies Center
Fellow Emad Gad told The
Media Line. “And Al-Nour
gave it to them.”
But as quickly as
they offered their support,
the Salafis retracted it when
they learned Nobel laureate
and
arch-secularist
Mohamed ElBaradei would
be named prime minister in
an interim government.
“Egypt is an Islamic
country,” Al-Nour leader Dr.
Hisham Abu Nasr told The
Media Line. “It has no place
for anti-Muslim men like
ElBaradei.”
Worshippers at the
Al-Munira mosque agree.
They
believe
that
El
Baradei, who is a former
head of the International
Atomic Energy Agency, and
his secularist clique is bent
on
Westernizing
Egypt
rather than returning it to
its Islamic roots.
“We need more religion, not less,” says 35-year
o l d f r u i t v e n d o r Yu s u f
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Darwish. But when asked
why he supported Al-Nour’s
decision to back the antiMorsi forces, he replied,
“because the sheikhs say
so.”
That is a common
refrain in the Salafi world
and explains why the movement has historically supported the government in
power rather than seeking
to topple them like other
Islamist
movements.
Salafis rely on the Qur’anic
verse “O believers, obey
God,
and
obey
the
Messenger and those in
authority among them” to
explain their support for
secular governments. Such
backing has sheltered them
from the crackdown other
Islamist movements have
experienced, allowing them
to build educational and
social networks throughout
the Arab world.
“The Salafists are
very strong here,” notes
Muhammad Salah, Cairo
bureau chief of the panArab daily Al-Hayat.
“If
they step out of line politically, they could lose their
support from above.”
But
maneuvering
between their social base’s
desires and the tacit support they need to receive
from the authorities to prosper has become a delicate
balancing act. At the Ibn AlJawzi Salafi center in the

-4

southern city of Giza, Atif
Sha’ban illustrates this
dilemma. The 43-year old
teacher is thankful for the
job he has preaching to disillusioned youth. But he is
equally frustrated with AlNour’s decision to bring
down the first Islamist government Egypt has known.
“The
Brotherhood
was good for Islam,” he tells
The Media Line pointing to
the adolescents in his center. “Morsi helped Islam.
Why do we need to go back
to the (President Hosni)
Mubarak years,” he asks,
referring to the president
deposed in 2011.
Analysts here say
that Al-Nour had very little
wiggle room in the days
leading up to the June 30th
coup.
“The army helped
make the Salafis a powerful
political force after Mubarak
fell,” notes Cairo University
political science professor
Mu’taz Billah Abd Al-Fatah.
“Al-Nour owes the generals
and they cashed-in on June
30th.”
Average Egyptians
though scoff at any talk of
collusion
between
the
Salafis and the military.
“We don’t support
the military,” says 43-year
old construction worker
Kamal Fahmi. “We support
stability and that is why Al-
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We Join in Wishing Our Jewish Friends
throughout Metropolitan Toronto and Area
A Happy, Healthy and Prosperous
New Year
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KINGMAKERS
Nour went with the army.
We need time to repair
Egypt.”
But with Egypt’s
political factions jockeying
to establish themselves in
the
post-Muslim
Brotherhood era, it is
doubtful Al-Nour will have
much more time to buck the
desires of a military it desperately needs in order to
remain relevant.
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•
IDENTITY CRISIS

) (, $ *
*
We Are Pleased to Extend
Rosh Hashanah
Greetings to Our Jewish Friends and
Customers throughout
Metropolitan Toronto and Area
We wish you health and happiness
in the year ahead.

Just to make it more
complicated, there are different ID cards. Israeli citizens, Jewish and Arab,
carry ID cards in a blue
plastic folder. Inside, the
card itself lists the bearer’s
nationality as “Israeli.”
Some 20 percent of Israel’s
citizens are Arab, and legally they are entitled to full
rights, including voting
rights. The current Israeli
parliament has 16 Arab
members out of a total of
120
parliamentarians.
Many Arab citizens of Israel,
however, say they feel discriminated against and that
municipal budgets for Arab
towns in Israel are lower
than those of Jewish towns.
The Higher Arab Monitoring
Committee recently released
a report charging that there
is a shortage of 6100 classrooms and 4000 teachers
for the upcoming school
year in the Arab sector.
Palestinians who live
in the West Bank carry their
ID cards in a bright green
folder. Called a “hawiyye” in
Arabic, Palestinians who
want to enter Israel need
both the ID card and a special army-issued permit.
Those permits can sometimes be easy to get. For
example, Israel allowed
more
than
300,000
Palestinians to enter Israel
during the recent holiday
that ended the Muslim holy
month of Ramadan. Once
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IDENTITY CRISIS
inside Israel, many made
their way to the beaches
along the Mediterranean
coast – a treat for landlocked Palestinians.
Where the ID cards
get even more confusing is
when
it
comes
to
Jerusalem. Latest figures
show that Jerusalem is
home to 508,000 Jews and
293,000 Palestinians, making a total population of
801,000. The vast majority
of Jews who live in
Jerusalem are Israeli citizens, as Israel offers automatic citizenship to anyone
with one Jewish grandparent. Some Palestinians, like
Moufid Batarseh, a 57-yearold Palestinian taxi driver,
are Israeli citizens as well.
“About ten years ago
I decided to become an

Israeli citizen,” he tells The
Media Line while traveling
on Jerusalem’s light rail
train that traverses both
Arab and Jewish neighborhoods in the city. “I used to
travel to Europe and it was
just easier to have an Israeli
passport.”
In 1967, when Israel
expanded and annexed east
Jerusalem,
it
offered
Palestinians
citizenship.
Most declined, saying that
east Jerusalem must eventually be the capital of the
Palestinian state. They
insist that accepting Israeli
citizenship is equivalent to
accepting Israeli control
over Jerusalem. Even today,
only about five percent of
east Jerusalem Palestinians
have Israeli citizenship.
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We Join in Wishing Our Jewish Friends
throughout Metropolitan Toronto and Area
A Joyous Rosh Hashanah Celebration
May the coming year be a happy and healthy one
for family and friends.
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We Join in Wishing Our Jewish Friends
throughout Metropolitan Toronto and Area
A Joyous Rosh Hashanah Celebration
May the coming year be a happy and healthy one
for family and friends.

Friends, fans, colleagues and family of
Canadian soprano Clarice
Carson gathered in midtown Manhattan recently at
the National Opera America
Opera Center to recognize
Ms. Carson’s career as a
major international opera
singer. A plaque now hangs
in the company of many
other operatic legends,
among
them
Eleanor
Steber, Carlisle Floyd and
Marilyn Horne.
Ms.
Carson is the first Canadian
artist to be so honored. She
was inducted into the Opera
Hall of Fame at Montreal’s
Place des Arts in 1998 and
currently serves on the
Board of the International
Resource
Centre
for
Performing
Artists
in
Toronto.
A native of Montreal,
Ms Carson sang her first
operatic roles in 1959, and
gave many performances
with
L’Orchestre
Symphonique de Montréal
and the McGill Chamber
Orchestra. She made her
New York debut at the New
York City Opera during the
1965-66 season. The following season, she toured with
the Metropolitan Opera
National Company and
made her debut with the
Metropolitan in New York.
She is remembered for her
Tosca for Radio-Canada
television in 1970 with baritone Louis Quilico.

A resident of Toronto
for the past 24 years, Ms.
Carson enjoys her family:
son attorney Neil Ornstein,
daughter
Dr.
Melanie
Ornstein and their families,
including three grandchildren.
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We Join in Wishing
Our Jewish Friends
throughout
Metropolitan Toronto,
A Joyous
Rosh Hashanah
Celebration
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IDENTITY CRISIS
“Israel has had a
policy of restricting the
number of Palestinians in
Jerusalem to maintain the
demographic balance,” Sarit
Michaeli, the spokeswoman
for the Israeli human rights
group Btselem told The
Media Line. “If they leave
Jerusalem for seven years,
Israel can take away their
residency permit, and that
has been done in hundreds
of cases.”
Palestinians agree
that
holding
on
to
Jerusalem residency is
important for their freedom
of movement. It also gives
them access to Israeli social
security and health care,
widely considered one of the
best systems in the world.
Most Palestinians in
east Jerusalem have ID
cards that look almost
exactly like those of Jewish
citizens. The main difference is that they are permanent residents, not citizens.
In the ID card, the line that
says “nationality” is blank.
Hiba Sanduqa, 27, a
social worker who has lived
with her Jordanian husband in Dubai for the past
three years, says that must

change.
“I have a blue ID
card, but my husband who
is Jordanian doesn’t have
one so he can’t come here
very easily,” she told The
Media Line at the Qalandya
checkpoint
between
Jerusalem and the West
Bank. “Look at my ID card.
My nationality is blank. I
am a Palestinian. Why don’t
they write that in my ID
card?”
Sanduqa has come
to visit her family in
Jerusalem and was on her
way to other relatives in
Nablus. Her trip brings up
one of the ironies of the current situation. The West
Bank is divided into three
areas –A, B, and C. Area A,
which includes about 18
percent of the land of the
West Bank but 55 percent of
the
Arab
population,
includes
cities
like
Ramallah,
Nablus
and
Bethlehem, and is under
sole Palestinian control –
administrative and security.
Area B, about 21 percent of
the West Bank is under
joint Israeli and Palestinian
control; and Area C, about
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IDENTITY CRISIS
61 percent of the land
including all of the Jewish
communities on post-1967
land, is under complete
Israeli control.
P a l e s t i n i a n
Jerusalem residents like
Sanduqa can enter all three
parts of the West Bank.
Jewish citizens of Israel can
enter only Areas B and C. In
fact, at the entrance to
Palestinian cities such as
Ramallah there are large
signs saying “it is forbidden
for Israeli citizens to enter.”
Israeli officials say it
is not safe for Israelis to
enter areas under sole
Palestinian
control.
In
2000, two Israeli soldiers
who mistakenly entered
Ramallah were caught and
“lynched”. In dozens of
cases
since
then,
Palestinian security officers
have
stopped
Jewish
Israelis who either made a
wrong turn into Ramallah
or came to visit and turned
them over to Israeli police.
At the same time, many
Israelis do visit Bethlehem
and Jericho, usually very
quiet areas.
Sanduqa’s
sister
Rafiqa is finishing her

degree in pharmacy in
Jordan. “I have the blue ID
and I can go everywhere,
Arab or Jewish,” she told
The Media Line. “I am proud
to be Palestinian. I am a
Palestinian who lives in
Jerusalem.”
On
Salaheddin
Street in east Jerusalem,
Halil Hijazi, 25, spends long
hours squeezing oranges,
carrots and pomegranates
into fresh juice. He opened
the business just a few
months ago, and hopes for a
better life for his wife and
young daughter.
“With the blue ID
card, I can go anywhere and
this week we took a trip to
Akko (a seaside mixed ArabJewish city in the Galilee),”
he tells The Media Line. “My
problem is not with getting
around. It’s that everything
is too expensive. I live in a
one-bedroom apartment in
Jerusalem’s Old City and
between rent and property
taxes I can’t even make
ends meet.”
High rent and taxes
are two things that everyone
living in Jerusalem – Jews
and Arabs - can easily agree
upon.

SOME OF THE YOUNGSTERS WHO ARE BENEfitting from the programs offered by DANI. One of
DANI’s goals is to provide an emotional transition
from a state of learned helplessness to supported
independence, from the child who remains silent
and is told by others what to do to the adult who
can advocate for himself and create his own life.
For more information on how to become involved
with DANI go to www.dani-toronto.com
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JEWISH AGENCY BRINGS 17
YEMENITE JEWS TO ISRAEL
In
response
to
heightened security concer ns in Yemen, The
Jewish Agency recently
brought
17
Yemenite
Jews to Israel.
The group consisted of two sets of parents,
who were brought directly
to Israel from Yemen, and
10 of their children, who
were brought to Argentina
2 years ago through the
efforts of the Satmar
community.
These new
immigrants landed at B e n
Gurion
Airport
in
Israel and were br ought
to their new homes at a

Jewish Agency absorption center in the South
where they
began the
next chapter of their
lives as free and protected Jews living of the
State of Israel.
According to data
collected by The Jewish
Agency, a record number
of 151 Yemeni Jews have
come to Israel since
2009,
reflecting
the
uptick in the number of
anti-Semitic
incidents
that have taken place
since tur moil erupted.
Fewer than 90 Jews
remains in Yemen.
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YEMENITE CHILDREN REUNITE WITH
their parents after a two year separation.
(Photo credit: Moshe Brin /The Jewish Agency
for Israel).
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We Join in Wishing Our Jewish
Friends and Customers throughout
Metropolitan Toronto and Area
A Joyous Rosh Hashanah Celebration
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GLOBAL EGG CORPORATION/
EGGSOLUTIONS
Liquid/Frozen Pasteurized Egg Products-ESL
Liquid Egg/Pre-cooked Egg Patties & Omelets
www.globalegg.com
www.eggsolutions.com

283 Horner Avenue,
Etobicoke, Ontario
416 231-2309

TRAVEL TALES
The
executive
one-bedroom suites are
one of the newest of ferings at the pr operty.
They have been extensively redecorated and
of fer a luxurious, relaxing setting that is more
similar to home than
hotel. These spacious
apartment-style accommodations have a luxurious king size four seasons Enlighten Series by
Spring Air, which ar e
also the very first beds
to
be
certified
as
“Asthma
and
Allergy
friendly,” You also have
a fully equipped kitchen
(great if you are keeping
kosher and pr eparing
your own meals), a separate dining and living
room with a double size
sofa
bed,
plush
bathrobes and slippers,
a 42” LCD TV and DVD
player in the living
room, 32” LCD TV in the
bedr oom
and
a
full HDTV Plus television
channel lineup on both
the living room and
bedroom
televisions.
There
is
also
an
ipod/iphone player and
charger
clock
radio,
wall mounted air conditioning units in both
the bedroom and living
room and a private balcony.
The hotel has free
gated parking for one
vehicle
during
your
stay, a true rarity for
downtown Vancouver; a
locked bike room; new
and greatly improved
high speed wireless and
hard wired inter net; a
continental
breakfast
you can take back to
your
room,
a
daily
newspaper delivered to
your door and free local
calls.
The Sunset Inn &
Suites gives you all the
best perks, complimentary with your stay.
Centrally located, it

you to explore the city's
best attractions on foot.
You are also surrounded
by restaurants, grocery
stores, dry cleaners,
and banks. Nestled on
the edge of the West End
neighborhood of downtown Vancouver, you are
just steps away from the
beach as well as many
Va n c o u v e r l a n d m a r k s :
Stanley Park, the seawall,
Robson
St.,
Granville Island, and
Va n c o u v e r ’ s b u s i n e s s
district as well as
trendy shops, theatres
movies, gr oceries, and
the Aquatic Centre for
fitness. For more information call toll-free at
1-800-786-1997 (within
North America).
CAR RENTAL: In
preparing
for
my
Vancouver trip, I made
the rounds with the different rental car companies. Whether I called
them
directly,
went
online
or
tried
the
Priceline.com or expedia.
com routes, the prices
were always much too
high.
Then
I
came
acr oss Lo-Cost Rental
Car (www.locost.com),
an outfit based just
a
stone’s
throw
from
the Vancouver
Inter national Airport.
Lo-Cost strives to be
above their competition in
every way possible. This
includes no charge pickup/drop-off and seven
days a week working
hours, guaranteed lowest
rental rates a n d f i r s t
class
multi-lingual
customer
service
r e p s . The company has
been around for more
than 30 years, not surprising given the price
and service it offers.
You can reserve
online, but what I liked
was the ability to speak to
people on the ground and
not some random operator who had no idea of
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what I wanted.
The
hours of operation are 9
am to 6 pm weekdays; 9
am to 5 pm Saturdays
and 10 am to 4 pm
Sundays. After hours
vehicle pick-up/drop-off
options are available.
(www.locost.com/contact-us/)
Lo-Cost is conveniently located in down-
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town Richmond, directly
across the street from
Lansdowne Mall, steps
away from Lansdowne
Sky train Station on the
Canada Line, five minutes
from
YVR
Vancouver
International Airport and
17 minutes away from
downtown Vancouver by
Sky train. For more
details call 604-303-9970
or 1-888-556-2678.
JEWISH COMMUNITY: Vancouver is home
to Canada's third largest
Jewish community, with a
current population of
25,740. That is up from
16,565 in 1991 and
22,000 in 2001.
There are seven
mainstream Jewish congregations
in
Metro
Vancouver,
one
nondenominational congregation in White Rock, five
Chabad houses and two
Kollels. The Reform synagogues have the most
members, closely followed
by the Conservative and
then Orthodox congregations. It is estimated that
approximately one third
of the identified Jewish
community are synagogue
members.
The
Jewish
Federation
of
Greater
Vancouver conducts the
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We Join in Extending Best Wishes for
ROSH HASHANAH
to the Jewish Community and to Toronto’s
Jewish Builders, Developers,
Architects and Engineers
May your year be blessed with peace
and prosperity for family and friends.
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MAYIM HOYA BIALIK,
seen on the Big Bang
Theory, has a doctorate in neuroscience
and while she grew up
in a Reform home, is
now Modern Orthodox.
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We Take Pleasure in Extending
Rosh Hashanah Greetings to Our
Jewish Friends and Customers.
May the year ahead be blessed with
health and happiness.

TRAVEL TALES
community’s
central
fundraising initiative, the
Federation
Annual
Campaign, which supports 40 partner agencies
locally, nationally and in
Israel. The Jewish education system includes five
pre-schools,
five
day
schools and nine supplementary schools. Youth
and student organizations include Vancouver
Hillel
Foundation
(http://www.vancouver

hillel.ca), which serves
Jewish students attending the University of
British Columbia, Simon
Fraser University and the
University of Victoria, as
well as other colleges in
Metro Vancouver.
Mike
Cohen’s
email
a d d re s s
is
info@mikecohen.ca.
Follow his travels at
www.sandboxworld.com
/travel and on Twitter
@mikecohencsl.

•
SHIVA LEADERS
attendees for a minyan,
because "as we know in
Reform Judaism, women
are people too".
Over the years, I
have been privileged to
lead many services and for
some wonderful families
while on shiva patrol. I
remember
David
Applebaum,
Simmie
Burstyn, Vicki Campbell,
Steve
Flagg,
Florence
Forer, Mannie Grossman,
Merele Hammell, Leon
King, Anne Kligman, Rose
Kopytowski, Joe Sklar,
Robert
Strom,
Jerry
Rosenberg, to mention a
few.
So why do I do it?
True, it is a mitzvah, and
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one can never do enough
of those.
The simple fact is
that this helps keep me in
touch with my faith. The
experience reminds me
just how precious life and
family and friends are to
each of us, and how
important it is for those
who believe and those who
have
strayed
from
Judaism to participate in a
very important life cycle
event. Last, but not least,
dare I say, I appreciate
nearly every gig, often
reconnecting with people
with whom I have lost
touch.
One more observation. Tough to lead a shiva
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service with clergy watching every move. Certainly
remember one of my early
shivas, when the late
Rabbi Emeritus Jordan
Pearlson approached me,
extending his hand with

his usual style and grace
(yes, I should have gone over
to him first, but my knees
were still knocking), and
saying, "you did fine, kid."
Kind of like getting
my smicha!

•
THE SHYLOCK PLAY
its villain into its hero.
We can understand
the play only within the
context of the time in which
it was written and first presented. Shakespeare wrote
plays in order that they
should be acted out and
accepted by the public for
whom he wrote. He was primarily “a playwright: a man
of the theatre who wrote for

actors, not for pedants, not
for groundlings; not for students”.
Who were these
grouldings? Twentieth century liberals? Hardly. They
knew few, if any Jews.
Their information about
them came from the scurrilous, scandalous vitriol of
the Church. Margaret
Webster, one of the great

THE FORMULA 1 PEACE ROAD SHOW ATTRACTED
100,000 spectators in Jerusalem as cars raced
from the Cinematheque to Sultan’s Pool, the Tower
of David, Mamilla Boulevard, the King David Hotel,
the Liberty Bell Park, the old Train Station and
finally back to the Cinematheque. The cars attracted Jerusalem residents of all faiths and backgrounds. There were Orthodox Jews standing side
by side with Arabs from East Jerusalem. “All we
have all the time is fighting, fighting and fighting”,
said Shaul Krozer, an Orthodox Jew from
Jerusalem, “but everyone is here together and
happy - Muslim, Christians and Orthodox Jews.”
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We Join in Wishing Our Jewish
Friends and Customers throughout
Metropolitan Toronto and Area
A Joyous Rosh Hashanah Celebration
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for a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous
ROSH HASHANAH

We Join in Extending Best Wishes
to Our Jewish Friends and Customers
throughout
Metropolitan Toronto and Area
for a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous
ROSH HASHANAH

THE UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO HAS
unveiled plans to transform one of Toronto's
most iconic landmarks, One Spadina Crescent, to
become the new home of the John H. Daniels
Faculty of Architecture, Landscape, and Design.
The revitalized building project is designed by
Nader Tehrani, principal of the internationally
acclaimed firm, NADAAA, and his collaborator
Katie Faulkner. The University has received an
additional personal contribution of $10 million
from architect, developer and philanthropist John
H. Daniels (BArch 1950, LLD Hon. 2011) and his
wife Myrna Daniels, adding to their $14 million
gift that initiated planning for the expansion and
named the Faculty in 2008. These two benefactions totalling $24 million are the largest gifts designated to architecture programs in Canadian history. In addition, The Daniels Corporation, on
behalf of the company's management and staff,
will contribute $1 million to the UofT's current
fundraising campaign evenly divided between
capital and The John and Myrna Daniels Scholars
award program. Shown following the announcement are, right to left, Myrna Daniels; The Daniels
Corporation Chairman John H. Daniels; President,
Mitchell Cohen; CFO, Jim Aird; Architects Nader
Tehrani and Katie Faulkner, NADAAA; The Daniels
Corporation Senior Vice President Tom Dutton.
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authorities on Shakespeare,
in her book Shakespeare
Without Tears. wrote about
the Shylock she sees in The
Merchant of Venice: “There
is very little that is sympathetic about this particular
Jew.
He loved his wife,
Leah; he loves his daughter
Jessica...but he loves them
as his possessions, like his
turquoise and his ducats
and his race and his
revenge. His, his. It is the
keynote of the man; the
passion of possession raised
to demonic power, driven by
the circumstance of his

27

THE SHYLOCK PLAY
world to the snarling, merciless defence of the cornered
rat.
His very speeches
choke with suppression,
with poison...” And again,
“his far too savage words for
laughter; too tragic for
hatred; but he rejects equally the justification of sentimentality.”
What do we then
make of Shylock’s famous
“hath not a Jew eyes”
speech?
“The snarling,
merciless, defence of the

cornered rat”. And we suspect that Shakespeare knew
very well that the audience
who heard that notable and
much quoted defense would
not react with “you know,
the poor old man has a
case” but would probably
fill the theatre with cries of
“hang ‘im, hang ‘im”.
Shakespeare, Webster concludes, “was not antiSemitic”. Perhaps not. But
he was catering to the antiSemitism of sixteenth cen-

tury English theatregoers?
The Merchant of
Venice is a great play.
But there is no sympathy
for Shylock. To temper
its anti-Semitism is “to
distort
Shakespeare’s
intention”.
Better to
acknowledge it and to
place it in its proper context as part of the antiSemitic baggage the Jews
have had to carry as a
result of Christian malevolence and hatred over
the two millenia since the
Crucifixion.
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WORLD IN REVIEW
encountered a problem that
forced them to seek alternate
lodgings.
The
University has now forbidden the lighting of naked
candles, thus preventing
hasidim
from
lighting
Shabbat candles.
The
University
claims that it has had serious issues with lit candles
and that the decision was
made in consultation with
local fire officials.
They
point to the 2011 incident
in which an elderly women
was hospitalized with burns
suffered from a Shabbat
candle and to last year
when a five year-old suffered severe burns when her
dress caught fire at a
kindergarten
Shabbat
party.
Attempts to mediate
between the Orthodox and
the university failed to produce a solution and hasidim
chose to holiday elsewhere
this year.
It is perhaps worth
noting that both Chabad
and Aish HaTorah have
instituted fire safety programs.
Maccabee Aish
Jewish Fire Prevention
acknowledges that “holiday
and Sabbath observant
homes are a high risk for
fire and burns”, Adds Matt

Goldstein, the founder of
Aish Maccabee
Fire
Prevention, “it has become
all too common to hear of
fire related tragedies within
the Jewish community.”

Washington Post’s
Jewish Roots
The recent sale of
the Washington Post to Jeff
Bezos has generated a lot of
news. But almost lost in
the transaction is the Post’s
Jewish past.
In
1933
the
Washington Post was on the
verge of bankruptcy. It was
put up for auction. And it
was Jewish investor Eugene
Meyer who bought the
floundering daily, turning
around the bottom line, and
making it the reputable
voice that it has become.
Meyer served as
chairman of the Washington
Post Company until his
death in 1959. For the next
four generations the Meyer
family continued to run the
Post.
His
daughter
Katherine Graham was
publisher
during
the
Watergate era and there is
little doubt that the paper
was instrumental in bringing down Richard Nixon.

We Join in Extending Best Wishes
to Our Jewish Friends and Customers
throughout
Metropolitan Toronto and Area
for a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous
ROSH HASHANAH
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Meyer’s great grand-daughter, Katherine Weymouth, is
the current publisher.
What changes Bezos
will bring to the Post are
We Join in Extending
Best Wishes for
ROSH HASHANAH
to our Jewish Friends in
METROPOLITAN
TORONTO,
NORTH YORK,
AND YORK REGION
May the coming year be a
happy and healthy one.

We Join in Extending
Best Wishes
to Our Jewish Friends
and Customers
throughout
Metropolitan Toronto
and Area
for a Happy, Healthy
and Prosperous
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unclear at this early date.
But given his reputation for
technological innovation, it
was not surprise anyone if
the new Post brings fundamental changes to the ways
newspapers are produced.

!!)

'

" "

) %" "

# $

Parents Sue
School Board
Jennyfer
Sordillo
and Robert Groezinger have
filed a lawsuit against the
Carver public schools in
U.S. District Court in
Boston claiming that their
son was subjected to daily
anti-Semitic attacks and
that the school board took
no action to stop the incidents.
The Boston Globe
reported that a swastika
was found drawn in chalk
outside the family home.
The lawsuit maintains that the racial slurs,
the Nazi salutes and the
punching and kicking have
been going on over a period
of two years and that
despite repeated complaints
school officials in the area,
50 miles from Boston, “have
done nothing to stop it”.
The lawsuit, brought
under the Massachusetts
Anti-Bullying Law, claims
that
the
boy
was
called ”stingy Jew”, “dirty
Jew” and “Jew boy” and
that he needed to “get in the
oven”.
The youngster, who
has not been named, is one
of two Jews in the class of
155.

Righteous Gentile
Passes Away
Berthold Beitz, who
headed the ThyssenKrupp
Corporation for six decades,
and who was instrumental
in saving thousands of
Polish Jews from certain
death, passed away recently
at age 99. During the war
Beitz managed an oil field in
occupied Poland. Between
1942 and 1944 he rescued
hundreds of his workers
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Metropolitan Toronto and Area
for a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous
ROSH HASHANAH
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)
who were bound for the
Belzec death camp. They
were needed, he told the
Nazis, because they were
“professional workers”. Mr.
Beitz and his wife also hid
Jewish children in their
homes.
In 2000 Mr. Beitz
and his wife were awarded
the Leon-Baeck prize, the
highest award given by
Germany’s Central Council
of Jews.
Mr. Beitz, said
German Chancellor Angela
Merkel, deserves to be
acknowledged for his “brave
and exemplary support for
Jewish workers”. He is also
one of only a few Germans
to be honoured with a
Holocaust memorial at Yad
Vashem in Israel.
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Best Wishes for
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Jewish Community of
Metropolitan Toronto and Area
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May your year be a happy and healthy one.
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OF ALL THE DANGER SPOTS IN THE WEST
Bank, Hebron is probably the area Israelis fear the
most. While there was no formal checkpoint as we
entered Hebron, the Israelis had set up an
“instant” checkpoint as they searched for those
they suspected were plotting a terrorist attack.
Also, since Jewish Israelis cannot legally enter
Hebron without permission, Soldiers checked our
vehicle to ensure that our cab driver was Arab and
that we were not Israeli citizens. Hostility among
local Palestinians to the Israeli presence was palpable in Hebron, more so than anywhere else in
the West Bank.
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