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The
paramount
lesson
which the Festival of Passover
teaches us is the capacity of the
Jews to meet the challenges of
their environment. The struggle
for survival is a complex one
involving many diverse factors. It
may sometimes involve economic
struggle,
sometimes
political
struggle, often military struggle.
Jews have fought their battles for
survival along all these fronts and
have escaped the enemies who
sought to destroy them.
Their
greatest battle, of course, was the
one fought for the preservation of
their religion and their culture
and it is this battle, and the victory in this fight, which gives
Passover its great attraction and
ensures the permanency of its
influence on Jewish life.
The Passover season brings
with it the optimistic reminder
that the Jews have fought heroically for many long centuries
against tyranny and oppression,
sometimes physical but as often
religious and ideological.
They
have survived the stinging lash of
the Egyptian whip, the blazing
auto-de-fe’s of the Inquisition and
the horrors of the gas chambers
and crematoria of Auschwitz. In
the light of this survival Jews may
believe, with some justification,
that the race is not always to the
swift or the battle to the strong;
that mankind may, indeed, one
%1/ />2:1 $;+6.+9. 2: 8<,42:1/. 576;14? 26 %7976;7 +6. 76;9/+4 ,?
6;+927
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day
develop
into
a
more
humane, more reasonable, more
compassionate and tolerant
creature; and that there may yet
be some hope that it is not
man’s destiny to be reduced to
atomic ash.
Some Jews draw religious
lessons out of the Passover festival; others derive from it a meaning for the Jews as a nation and
a people, but there are few who
are not affected in some way by
the Passover tradition. After all,
Passover is the festival of the
family. The intimate warmth of
the Seder, the deepening of family relationships, provide an aura
of comforting affection and wellbeing which, even for a brief period of time, shelter us from the
pressures and tensions which are
the concomitants of our odyssey
through life. It should not, however, serve to detach us from the
urgent
lessons
which
this
Festival of Freedom teaches,
lessons of incalculable value for
the Jews and for mankind. As
the voices of the children rise in
the
recital
of
the
“Four
Questions”, perhaps we should
spend a moment to ponder the
weightier questions of Jewish life
and Jewish survival, and the role
Jews have played throughout
history in the development of a
higher level of morality and compassion.
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Three of the past
five mayors of New York
have been Jewish, including the current mayor,
Michael Bloomberg and
the recently deceased Ed
Koch. Few can remember
a time when a mayoralty
race in New York did not
have a Jewish candidate.
But in this year’s race, not
a single Jewish candidate
has entered the contest.
Anthony Weiner was contemplating running but
then forgot about Twitter.
Some 3000 miles
across the country, however, three of the candidates
in the mayor’s race in Los
Angeles were Jewish, or at
least “sort of” Jewish. Los
Angeles has had many
elected Jewish officials in
the past but never a
Jewish mayor. First there
was Austin Beutner, who
“proudly” admits he is
Jewish, and had a bar
mitzvah, but acknowledges
that he, and his non
Jewish wife, never attend
synagogue.
Then there
was Jan Perry, an AfricanAmerican who converted to
Judaism some thirty years
ago. Now in the run-off
vote after the recent primary the remaining two candidates at least have
Jewish family ties.
Eric
Garcetti was described by
the Los Angeles Times as a
“Latino”.
But
Mr.
Garcetti’s mother is Sukey
Roth so Mr. Garcetti qualifies as a “Jewish” candidate. And the other candidate in the run-off vote in
May is Wendy Greuel, who
while not Jewish herself is
married to Jewish attorney
and
filmmaker
Dean
Schramm.

#06&06 % 9 #%
.,-,+#+0/ # 1$$#"
Supporters of the
controversial circumcision
ritual metzitzah b’peh were
recently denied an emergency stay in the enforcement of a New York City law
that requires a signed consent before the procedure
can be performed. In the
Metzitzah b’peh proc e dure the mohel uses
his mouth to suction
blood from a wound after
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circumcision. The procedure has been reported
to transmit herpes simplex virus, a potentially
fatal condition.
The motion, filed by
the Central Rabbinical
Congress of the United
States
and
Canada,
Agudath
Israel,
the
Inter national
Bris
Association and a group
of rabbis,
argued that
the law violated both the
right to free speech and
fr eedom of r eligion. The

A YEAR AFTER THE MURDEROUS TERROR
attack on their school, 12th grade students from
the Ohr Torah school in Toulouse recently visited
Israel at the initiative of The Jewish Agency for
Israel. The school principal's wife, Yaffa
Monsonego - who lost her 8-year-old daughter
Miriam Hanna in the attack - accompanied the
students. The Toulouse students
toured the
Galilee and the Golan Heights, visited high-tech
companies in Haifa and learned about different
study options in Israel. Chairman of The Jewish
Agency for Israel, Natan Sharansky said the
Toulouse students' visit reflects the solidarity within the global Jewish family. “The arrival in Israel
of these high school students is a massive demonstration of solidarity," Sharansky said. "It reflects
the warm and special relationship between French
Jewry and the State of Israel.”

court, however, ruled that
the motion “failed to meet
the requisite standards”
David
Zwiebel,
executive vice-president
of
Agudath
Israel,
acknowledged his “disappointment” with the ruling but vowed to continue the fight.
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The following item
was submitted by the
Simon Wiesenthal Center. The Editor
The
Simon
Wiesenthal Center has
expressed
outrage
at
CIMADE,
a
French
Protestant group that
helped Jewish refugees
escape the Nazis during
WW 11, for refusing an
invitation to a Holocaust
commemoration
in
Marseilles because they
deemed the commemoration’s sponsor, CRIF--the
prominent Jewish organization--to be too supportive of Israel.
“This is a triumph
for the worldwide campaign to demonize Israel,”
said
Rabbi
Abraham
Cooper, associate dean of
the Wiesenthal Center,
adding, “The situation in
Europe has deteriorated
so profoundly that far too
many Europeans have
swallowed whole the big
lie that Israel is an evil
colonialist occupier.”
“This latest outrage is an insult to the
memory of the victims of
the Shoah whose fate was
sealed by an overwhelmingly uncaring European
continent and
whose
lives would have been
saved if there had actually
+%!1% 230- 2. /!'%
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Franklin
Delano
Roosevelt was neither a
hero of the Jews nor an
apathetic bystander to the
Nazis’ persecution and
annihilation of the Jews of
Europe. In a new book FDR
and the Jews, American
University
Professors
Richard Breitman and Allan
J. Lichtman set out to
define what FDR did and
did not do in humanitarian
efforts – both official and
behind the scenes – to rescue European Jews facing
Nazi persecution and to
secure a future for Judaism
and a Jewish State. They
evaluated him partly using
the standards and comparisons of his own day and
world.
According
to
Breitman and Lichtman,
“FDR could not fully meet
all competing priorities as
he led the nation through
its worst economic depression and a most challenging
foreign war. He was forced
to make painful and difficult trade-offs and adapt
over time to shifting circumstances that might have
seemed flawed in light of
what later generations have
learned about the depth
and significance of the
Holocaust, a term that
became fully understood
only years after Roosevelt’s
death.”
Careful to avoid
anti-Semitic charges that
Jews controlled or manipulated him and his policies,
he preferred the term
German “political refugees”
to “Jewish refugees,” even
though most refugees from

Germany were Jewish. His
critics attacked the New
Deal as the creation of radical Jewish advisers and by
the late 1930s, others saw
his anti-German foreign
policy as the result of
Jewish influence. During
the first half of the war, he
tried to avoid giving evidence to support Nazi
charges that the Allies were
fighting a war on behalf of
the Jews.
After his second
term re-election in 1936,
FDR took a more active role
in using his political influence and power to override
bureaucratic barriers in
expanding admission of
J e w i s h refugees to the US.
From fiscal 1937 to 1940,
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the US admitted some
83,000 German and
A u s t r i a n Jewish immigrants, compared to 18,000
for the previous fiscal years.
The Roosevelt administration pressured Cuba to
open its borders to thousands of Jews from 19381939, facilitated the immigration of nearly 20,000
Jews to Bolivia, and persuaded Brazil to accept
10,000 Jews between 1939
and 1942. FDR’s second
term resulted in the saving
of over 100,000 Jews.
He put forth the
world’s most ambitious
international concept for
rescuing Jewish refugees
during the Nazi Era. “That
was my proposal,” the

HUNDREDS OF ETHIOPIAN OLIM (IMMIGRANTS),
who are living in The Jewish Agency for Israel
absorption centers in Safed, recently experienced
snow for the first time. The children headed outside to play in the snow and feel the natural marvel with their own hands.

President told the League of
Nation’s staffer Arthur
Sweetser in a private discussion. “I worked that out
myself.” His plan was to
redistribute the Jews of
Europe threatened by Nazi
persecution among the
existing democratic countries of the world and he
discussed the funding of
this plan proposing $150
million from Congress.
Although an almost impossible task, the plan did
result in Latin American
countries, such as Cuba
and Bolivia, opening their
borders and accepting Jews
from Europe.
Overall in his efforts
to rescue the Jews, FDR
acted pretty much on his
own without the support of
his State Department. In
the blunt words of the
Secretary of Treasury Henry
Morgenthau Jr., “The point
is the President has this.
Nobody is helping him.”
After Kristallnacht
in November 1938, the
Roosevelt administration
pushed to find havens for
German and Austrian Jews
in Latin American countries, especially Cuba. FDR
met with Cuban strongman
Fulgencio
Batista
and
coerced him into heartily
cooperating with FDR in his
plan to relieve the “terrible
situation abroad.” Perhaps
as a quid pro quo, Batista
won the US administration’s
agreement to reduce the tariff on Cuban sugar and to
back economic, technical
and military assistance to
his gover nment. By late
+%!1% 230- 2. /!'%
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Don't try to find anyone to go on the record as a
Hamas member in the West
Bank. While recent polls
show the faction became
more popular throughout
the West Bank since last
November a n d I s r a e l ' s
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military campaign against
armed factions firing rockets into its territory, Hamas
members lay low to avoid
arrest by the Israeli army or
Palestinian Authority security forces.
Despite staying

under the radar, however,
they are working hard to
increase even further their
already substantial popularity ahead of any possible
changes on the political
map and their relationship
with the PA.

"Of course there is a
security concern if we
declare our identity," a
senior West Bank Hamas
official told The Media Line,
speaking on condition of
anonymity.
+%!1% 230- 2. /!'%
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We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of
Metropolitan Toronto and Area
for a Joyous Passover Celebration.
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The election or the
demise of a Pope is always
an event of enormous public interest that resonates
well beyond the Catholic
world. This was certainly
the
case
when
the
newswires flashed their bulletin that Pope Benedict XVI
had taken the unprecedented step of resigning because
of age and ill health becoming the first Pope in more
than six centuries years to
do so.
Jewish people have
a particular interest in the
election of a new pope,
because their two thousand
year tumultuous relationship with the Church has
caused much pain and suffering and who know from
experience what an impact
a Pope can have on our
future.
In April 2005, I
remember vividly being
glued to my television as the
white smoke went up from
the Sistine Chapel on the
fourth ballot soon followed
by the stunning announcement that the new supreme
pontiff of the Church would
be the German cardinal
who had once worn the uniform of the Hitler Youth. I
remember thinking ‘here we
go again’.
It was only after
some research that I discovered a different story, that
in fact Cardinal Ratzinger
now Benedict XV1 was born
in Bavaria into a home that
opposed Hitler’s policies,
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but like all teenagers he was
forced to join the Hitler
Youth and later assigned to
the
anti-aircraft
corps
responsible for protecting
German
industry
from
allied attacks. When the
War ended, he and his
brother Georg decided to
enroll in a Catholic seminary where he quickly rose
through the ranks.
Within two decades,
he rose to become one of the
Catholic Church's preeminent theologians, head of
+%!1% 230- 2. /!'%

We Join in Extending
Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of
Metropolitan Toronto
and Area
On the Occasion of
PASSOVER
May your Festival of
Freedom celebration
be a joyous one for
family and friends.
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We Join in Wishing Our Jewish Friends
throughout the GTA
A joyous Passover holiday celebration
for family and friends.
It is always our privilege to serve you.

%

Calling the police for
help in the Palestinian territories doesn't always mean
they'll come to the rescue.
Fights, murders, drug deals
or theft, without Israeli
approval the Palestinian
security forces can go
nowhere. Instead they fight
an ongoing battle against
what they call Israeli limitations
and inter ference
with their operations.

Sometimes
this
means they can't intervene
or are too late to prevent
crimes in the territories in
which they operate. "When
we ask to move our troops
somewhere, Israeli authorities say they will check.
Sometimes they agree after
two or three hours, but
most of the time they don't
get back to us so we know
+%!1% 230- 2. /!'%

We Extend Best Wishes for Passover to Our Jewish Friends throughout
Metropolitan Toronto, North York, York Region and Halton-Peel
May your celebration be a joyous one for your family and friends.
We are always pleased to serve you.
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We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the Jewish
Community of Metropolitan Toronto and Area
On the Occasion of
PASSOVER
May your Festival of Freedom celebration be a joyous one
for family and friends.
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ALBANY,
NEW
YORK:
Shopping in the
United States has always
been a delight for my family.
Albany, the capital of the
State of New York, is the
home
of
the
large
Crossgates Mall and the
smaller, but equally impres-

sive Colonie Center. We
recently spent four days in
Albany. With a great place
to stay, excellent restaurants to choose from and, of
course, the endless shopping experience, it proved to
be the perfect mid-winter
getaway. Albany has
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attracted visitors for 400
years with historic sites,
fabulous attractions, family-friendly amenities, and
entertaining events. Worldclass museums, unique galleries, stunning architecture, those enticing restaurants,
and
welcoming
accommodations
can
indeed keep you busy for
days.
Enjoy everything
from boating to skiing and
biking to snow-shoeing.
The Crossgates Mall is
home to 250 stores, restaurants and kiosks, including
big box tenants Macys,
Sears,
Dick’s
Sporting
Goods and JC Penny (now
called JCP).
ACCOMMODATIONS: When in Albany we
enjoy
staying
at
the
Cresthill
Suites
(www.cresthillsuites.com),

9
an extended stay hotel
located at 1415 Washington
Avenue. It turned out to be
most convenient for us.
There
were
large
Hannaford’s
and
Price
Chopper grocery stores
nearby, as well as plenty of
restaurants, the Crossgates
Mall, the Colonie Center
and two movie theatre complexes. Cresthill is in fact
part of a small chain, with
other locales in Syracuse,
NY and Wichita, Kansas.
I would strongly recommend this hotel for families. Our spacious two bedroom suite had all of the
comforts of home, including
a fully equipped kitchen
with a fridge and appliances
and free wireless internet.
We had a comfortable living
room, with a couch, chair,
+%!1% 230- 2. /!'%

We Extend Best Wishes for Passover to
Our Jewish Friends throughout
Metropolitan Toronto, North York,
York Region and Halton-Peel
May your celebration be a joyous one for
your entire family.
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We Extend Best Wishes for Passover to
Our Jewish Friends and Customers
throughout
Metropolitan Toronto and Area
May your celebration be a joyous occasion
for family and friends.
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To avoid difficulties,
even members of the
Palestinian
Legislative
Council, the Palestinian
parliament, who ran on
Hamas's
Change
and
Reform electoral list which
won a majority of seats in
the 2006 election, now hide
their affiliation, saying they
cut their ties with the list as
soon as they were elected to
the PLC. But turn off your
tape recorder and Hamas'
West Bank reality emerges.
"Israel can charge
me just because I agreed to
talk as a Hamas official in
an interview," one parliament member from the
northern West Bank city of
Nablus told The Media Line.
"I don't want to give them an
excuse to put me in jail. An
interrogator told me once:
'You are Hamas.' I told him:
‘You say that and the people
in the street say that, but I
didn't say I am Hamas.”
Despite the need to
guard against potential
arrest, observers believe
that not only are these
members of parliament
from Hamas, but that they
ran on its list because they

knew it would attract voters. Meanwhile, the faction
is working secretly in the
West Bank, the only way for
Hamas, which Israel considers a terrorist organization -- including its socalled political arm, the
Change and Reform List -to function politically.
Following a selfdescribed national Islamist
party line, Hamas leaders in
the West Bank say they also
take a pragmatic approach.
"No one is against the twostate solution, but contrary
to Fatah, we are against
acknowledging Israel," the
senior Hamas official parliament member added.
However, West Bank
analysts say this approach,
which included a decision to
halt attacks in the West
Bank, doesn't mean that the
faction isn’t interested in
creating chaos that would
lead to a third intifada, or
armed Palestinian uprising,
against Israel.
Just last month, 23
people
affiliated
with
Hamas, including three PLC
members, were arrested by
Israel, a move Hamas said
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We Join in Extending Best
Wishes to the Jewish
Community of
Metropolitan Toronto
and Area
On the Occasion of
PASSOVER
May your Festival of
Freedom celebration be a
joyous one for
family and friends.
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was aimed at sabotaging
reconciliation efforts with
the PA. Back in 2006, Israel
was accused of using similar tactics when it arrested
most of the Hamas PLC
members following their victory in Palestinian elections.
The
Palestinian
Authority is also blamed for
arresting West Bank Hamas
members just to intimidate
them, faction officials say.
They also criticize PA security
coordination
with
Israel, although pressure
between the two factions
was eased after deals were
signed which allowed both
Hamas and Fatah to hold
anniversary celebrations in
each other's territories.
Indeed, Hamas was allowed
to openly celebrate its 25th
anniversary last December
in the West Bank
PA security forces
spokesman Adnan Dmairi
doesn't deny security cooperation with Israel, saying:
"As people under occupation, we need to coordinate
with Israel in daily activities, but we will never coordinate with the occupation
to harm our people." No one
is arrested for their political
affiliation, he insists.
Dmairi claimed that
there are many groups
interested in undermining
security in the West Bank,
and that Fatah people were
also arrested for violations
like collecting weapons. He
said security forces have
arrested a large number of
groups for this offense but
that they couldn’t be directly linked to Hamas.
Despite having to
tread carefully, Hamas officials say the faction is as
strong in the West Bank as
it was in 2006. However, as
a banned faction, little is
known about its operations
and activities.
"We don't know who
is Hamas, and if there are
membership applications.
We can't tell if someone is
Hamas or not even if he
says
he
is,"
George
Giacaman, head of the
+%!1% 230- 2. &.++.5)-' /!'%
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We Extend Best Wishes to the Jewish Community
and to Our Friends and Customers
On the Occasion of
PASSOVER
We are always pleased to serve you.

We Take Pleasure in Extending Greetings and
Best Wishes to Our Jewish Friends
On the Occasion of
PASSOVER
May your holiday be a joyous occasion.
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Palestinian Institute for the Nasha't Al-Aqtash told The
Study of Democracy, told Media Line.
The Media Line. Some of
Still,
Palestinians
those who go public are not are hoping to end the 2007
representative of Hamas' dispute that split the Gaza
leadership or even talk Strip and West Bank
about its decisions and between the two factions.
plans.
Meanwhile, attempts
We Wish All Our
at reconciliation between
Jewish Friends
Hamas and the Palestinian
and Customers
Authority remain stalled.
throughout
the GTA
Analysts
in
Ramallah
believe the
visit of US
A Joyous Passover
President Barack Obama
Celebration.
might put any reconciliation
between the two factions on
hold. They argue that any
perceived unity between PA
President Mahmoud Abbas
and Hamas would be seen
negatively by Obama.
Hamas also doubts
much will come of talks
with Israel. "Abbas bets on
negotiations, but we don't
think that the Israelis are
going to give him anything.
This was confirmed by the
latest
Israeli
official's
remarks," a Hamas leader
told The Media Line, refer+2 <6; 6; +6@56;4 A52
ring to former Foreign
2D6@5 <::B;6A62@ <3
Minister
Avigdor
Lieberman's
comments
!2A?<=<96A.; (<?<;A<
that peace between Israel
"<?A5 ,<?8 .;1
and Palestine is “impossible and can only be man,<?8 &246<;
aged,” and remarks issued
. <F<B@
by
Prime
Minister
$.@@<C2? 292/?.A6<;
Binyamin
Netanyahu's
office that there is no
change in Israel's policy
regarding
establishing
communities
on
land
Israel captured in the
1967 war.
Whether elections or
integrating Hamas into the
PLO comes first was a major
issue discussed during the
just-concluded talks in
Cairo between Fatah and
Hamas officials that failed
to make any progress on
reconciliation.
"Hamas
wants seats in the PLO [the
official Palestinian umbrella
organization responsible for
peace talks] that reflect
their votes in 2006, a number the party knows it will
never reach again," Birzeit
University instructor

#
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Hamas is out to win parliamentary, presidential and
PLO national council elections, while it appears
Fatah is in a weak position
worsened by its conflicting
sectors and groups.
If local elections are
anything to go by, Fatah
could suffer the same fate
again, but on the bigger
stage. "Those who split from
Fatah came out ahead in
the party's formal lists in
the municipal elections, and
that's alarming," Al-Aqtash
said.
Hamas believes it
has a good chance to sweep
all of the elections. "Fatah's
failure to provide tangible
results on the ground, the
war in the Gaza Strip and

13
the Israeli pressure on us
prove to the people that we
are the one paying the price
of the occupation," a Hamas
leader told The Media Line.
He added that the Hamas
anniversary
celebration
gave the faction a boost in
the West Bank where it
might even do better than in
Gaza.
"There are more
Hamas supporters in the
West Bank than in the Gaza
Strip because people in
Gaza have tried Hamas and
don't want it, but the West
Bank has not seen much of
Hamas in power," Al-Aqtash
explained.
If elections do happen, it will be the first time
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Hamas participates in the presidential vote in 2005
PLO and presidential elec- which Abbas won and was
tions. Hamas boycotted the until recently refusing to
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run in the PLO's National
Council
elections.
The
National Council is the body
that determines the path
taken by the PLO, the sole
representative
of
the
Palestinian
people.
It
includes Palestinians inside
and
outside
of
the
Palestinian territories.
"Hamas has given
much attention to the
Palestinians abroad, a sector Fatah has ignored," AlAqtash told The Media Line.
Despite its remaining strength in the West
Bank, even with the limita-

tions it must face there, as
Fatah and Hamas have
both had chances ruling in
their
respective
areas,
observers believe that the
people's bad experiences
under both factions' rule
will pave the way for independents to do well in any
elections. Sources close to
Prime
Minister
Salam
Fayyad talk about his
intention to run independently in the presidential
elections. "People have tried
both [Fatah and Hamas]
and resent them both,"
Giacaman said.
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the Congregation for the Benedict XVI relied on what
Doctrine of the Faith.
he wrote in 1985, “The
Although very much church marches forward to
a staunch conservative, on the fulfillment of history.
the major issues facing the One does not go back, nor
J e w i s h p e o p l e , P o p e can one”.
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For more than two
decades, he played a major
role as a key advisor to
John Paul II in the historic
change of the Church policy
toward the Jewish people
and the State of Israel.
Ratzinger agreed with Pope
John Paul II that the fact
that Jews still did not recognize the divinity of Christ
should not stand in the way
of fostering better relations
in the ‘temporal world’ with
them or the State of Israel.
Ultimately
Ratzinger
believed that answer would
have to await the ‘end of
days’ for a final judgment.
There is no question that
had he been opposed to
such a major shift in
church policy, then Pope
John Paul II’s decision
to recognize the State of
Israel, may never have happened.
Although, Benedict
lacked the exuberance of a
John Paul II or John XXIII,
he looked very good indeed
when compared to most of
the Popes who sat on the
throne of Saint Peter for the
last 20 centuries and treated Jews with utter disdain
and contempt.
In the 4th Century,
Pope Augustine said, “The
Jew...will bear the guilt for
the death of Jesus, because
their fathers killed the
Savior.” The 13th Century
Pope Innocent III decreed,
“The Jews’ guilt of the crucifixion of Jesus consigned
them to perpetual servitude
and like Cain, they are to be
wanderers and fugitives...”
Even 20th Century
Popes like Leo X told
Theodor Herzl, “Jews have
not recognized our Lord,
therefore we cannot recognize the Jewish people.”
And Paul VI
went to
Jerusalem for a day and
refused to mention Israel by
name.
His subsequent
thank you note to Zalman
Shazar, the then-President
of Israel, was sent to Tel
Aviv, lest he be accused of
acknowledging Israel’s sovereignty in Jerusalem.
Pope Benedict on the

15
other hand went to the
Cologne Synagogue to reaffirm that, “I intend to continue with great vigor on the
path towards improved relations and friendship with
the Jewish people...” He
went to Israel and told hundreds at Yad Vashem,
including survivors of the
Holocaust, “I have come…
to honor the memory of the
millions of Jews killed in the
horrific tragedy of the
Shoah. They lost their lives,
but they will never lose their
names...may the names of
these victims never perish!
May their suffering
never be denied, belittled or
forgotten! And may people
of goodwill remain vigilant
in rooting out from the
heart of man anything that
could lead to tragedies like
this!”
Then in 2011, he did
something no other Pope
had done before. He wrote a
book about the life of Jesus
that clearly exonerated the
Jews from responsibility for
his death. “Now we must
ask,” Benedict writes, “who
exactly
were
Jesus’
accusers?
Who insisted
that he be condemned to
death... according to John it
was simply ‘the Jews.’ But
John’s use of this expression does not in any way
indicate – as the modern
reader might suppose -- the
people of Israel in general...
after all John himself was
ethnically a Jew, as were
Jesus, and all his followers.
The entire early Christian
community was made up of
Jews...” Pope Benedict goes
on to say that those responsible were the aristocracy
and that the mob, “Does not
refer to the Jewish people.”
As the new Pope
begins his role, there is an
important lesson that can
be learned from the dramatic changes that have
occurred over the past eight
decades in the relations
between
the
Catholic
Church and the Jewish people.
The Catholic Church
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understands
that
the
founders of their faith were
Jews, who not only lived in,
but also loved the land of
Israel. They also know that
there are few churches in
the Arab world, and that the
State of Israel remains eternally committed to the principle of freedom of religion.
We Jews on the other hand
also need to remember that
in a global society we need
friends to survive, since
there are only 14 million of
us left in the world.
Naturally, Jews will
continue to have their differences with the Church.
When Popes offend us we
should not hesitate to speak
up. If the Vatican wants
Jerusalem to be divided or
internationalized,
we
should bluntly tell them,
nonsense, look at what happened when we tried doing
that
in
Berlin
or
Vienna! But most importantly, we must continue to
engage their leaders so that
future Popes will not revert
back to the Church’s infamous past, but will build
upon the legacies of Popes
John XXIII, John Paul II
and Benedict XVI in the
21st Century and beyond.
Rabbi Marvin Hier is
the Founder of the Simon
Wiesenthal Center and its
Museum of Tolerance.

We Take Pleasure
in Extending
Passover Greetings
to Our
Jewish Friends
and Customers
May your
celebration be a
joyous one.
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the answer is no," Adrian
Damiri, official spokesperson of the Palestinian security forces, told The Media
Line.
Palestinian security
officials say Israel doesn't
share intelligence with the
Palestinian
Authority.
"There are no good-will
intentions or true coordination with Israel. Israel is still
an occupying force and they
deal with us with a feeling of
superiority and authority.
Israel doesn't treat us as
equals," he said.
Israeli officials con-
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firmed that the Palestinians
need permission from the
army, but said they do not
try to hinder them.
“Palestinian security
forces cannot enter Area C
without prior coordination
with Israeli authorities,”
Captain Eytan Buchman
told The Media Line, referring to the part of the West
Bank that is under Israeli
se. “The IDF (army) and
COGAT (civil administration) maintain ongoing
security coordination with
the Palestinian security
mechanisms at a wide range
of levels and on an ongoing
basis.”
The Palestinian territories were temporarily
divided into areas A, B, and
C by the Oslo accords in
1993, aimed at facilitating
coordination and preventing
confusion since these areas
are not contiguous. Area A
is under full Palestinian
control, Area B under
Palestinian civil control and
joint
Israeli-Palestinian
security
control,
while
Israeli has full control of
Area C, 60% of the West
Bank.
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That
means
Palestinian forces seeking to
pass through Area C or
make arrests there must
first coordinate it with
Israel. Some 300 members
of the Palestinian security
forces are in Israeli jails on
different charges, some
because they operated in
Area C without permission,
Palestinian officials say.
Palestinian Jerusalemites
who carry Israeli ID cards
are not allowed to be a part
of the security forces and
face jail time if proven otherwise
Israeli
military
sources say that the
Palestinian security forces
have freedom of movement
in Areas A and B, where
most Palestinians live.
“It is important to
bear in mind that the vast
majority of the Palestinian
population are based in
Areas A and B,” an Israeli
military source told The
Media Line. “As per the Oslo
Agreement, security in Area
C is under Israeli responsibility.”
There are no longer
Palestinian-Israeli
joint
patrols of cities anymore, a
casualty of the second
intifada
in
2000.
Palestinians
say
Israel
ignores signed agreements
and invades area A without
first coordinating such
actions
with
them.
According to the agreements, Israel should coordinate such actions with the
Palestinian Authority working in Area A, and the
Palestinian national security guards should then leave
the area.
Palestinian officials
also claim Israel protects
attackers from the West
Bank's Jewish communities
located
outside
the
Palestinian
Authority.
"Israel doesn't allow us to
protect our people from
“settlers'” attacks in the
West Bank. They also don't
arrest settlers, such as
those who burned down the
+%!1% 230- 2. /!'%
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Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda
Synagogue Honours
Mecklinger Family

BETH EMETH BAIS YEHUDA IS PLEASED TO
announce the 2013 “Yakir Hakahal – Precious to
the Community” honourees,
the Mecklinger
Family, an outstanding multi-generational Beth
Emeth family. The Mecklinger Family Tribute
will take place at the Synagogue on Thursday,
May 9th 2013 at 6:30 pm. Tzedakah has been
the Mecklinger family’s hallmark. They have
contributed their hearts and resources to many
worthy causes. In addition to Beth Emeth, the
Mecklinger Family has supported Mount Sinai
Hospital, The Princess Margaret Hospital, Koffler
Centre for the Arts, and Baycrest to name a few.
The Mecklinger Family Tribute Event will include
the screening of the award-winning film A.K.A.
Doc Pomus. We all know the songs, “Save the
Last Dance for Me”, “This Magic Moment”, “A
Teenager in Love” and “Viva Las Vegas” and
countless others. But too few know the story of
their composer Doc Pomus. Pomus’ story is as
dramatic as any of his songs. Born in Brooklyn
as Jerome Felder, of Jewish immigrant parents,
he was stricken by polio as a child and forced to
wear cumbersome leg braces. That didn’t stop
him from becoming a blues singer -- not a musical
genre usually performed by white Jews -- under
the stage name that would become his for life.
Conceived by Pomus’ daughter, Sharyn Felder,
and directed by Peter Miller and Will Hechter, the
film serves as a loving tribute that doesn’t shy
away from presenting a warts-and-all portrait.
The film includes incisive interviews with many
of his friends and colleagues, including Dr. John,
Lou Reed, Ben E. King, Dion, B.B. King, Jerry
Lieber, Mike Stoller and Gerry Goffin. But the

#
9X12 FINAL_Layout 1 13-03-20 9:40 AM Page 19

The Jewish Standard, April 2013

19

most moving tributes come from friends and family, including his first wife, who tearfully
describes how his inability to dance with her at
their wedding inspired perhaps his most famous
song, “Save the Last Dance for Me.” It’s but one
touching anecdote in a film that tells the story of
a remarkable life and career in wonderfully
entertaining fashion. The celebration will honour
the contribution and the support the Mecklinger
family has shown to the Toronto community over
many decades. Mike Feldman, former Deputy
Mayor of the City of Toronto, is the Tribute
Committee Chair. Honourary Chairs include Paul
Godfrey, Harry Gorman, William and Linda
Hechter and Tom and Anna Koffler. Pre-show
Cocktail Reception tickets start at $180 per person. Film only $36 per ticket. Pre-show Cocktail
reception begins at 6:30 pm; film at 8:00 pm. To
order tickets call 416-633-3838 For more information about the Mecklinger Family Tribute contact Beth Emeth Bais Yehuda Synagogue at (416)
633-3838
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mosque in Burqa village Damiri said, claiming Israel
near Ramallah a few is trying to draw the area
months
ago,"
Damiri into an armed struggle.
charged.
"We try to prevent
Preventing
Israel any attacks against Israel or
from having any excuse to the PA because we are
kill a Palestinian is the rea- guarding against being led
son cited by Palestinians for into a more serious conflict,
their often criticized securi- and
thereby
defending
ty coordination. "The most Palestinian security," he
important part is that added.
If
Palestinians
we…have never handed our attack Israel, Israel will
people over to Israel. respond causing potentially
However, a chaotic West many Palestinian casualties,
Bank is not in our interest,”
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We Join in Wishing Our Jewish Friends
throughout the GTA
a Joyous Passover Celebration
for family and friends.
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he sees the security forces
as protecting Palestinians
from such a scenario.
It is illegal to use
Palestinian
lands
for
launching attacks or for
gathering weapons and the
Palestinian security forces
have
detained
several
armed groups in the West
Bank.
PA officials say the
decision to resist Israeli
control over the lands it
captured in 1967 should be
a national one and not
made by individuals or
groups. Now nearly all
Palestinian parties have
agreed peaceful popular
resistance is the way to end
Israel's rule over these
lands.
Many Palestinians
question the Palestinian
security cooperation with
Israel or even deem it as
betrayal of the Palestinians
who see Israel as the
enemy, so coordination
details are kept from the
public. "It's a free service we
are providing the Israeli
occupation, and I believe it
should stop, especially
when our detainees are facing death and are on open
hunger strikes and Israel is
not doing anything”, Ahmed
Abu-Hmaid, a Ramallah
University graduate told
The Media Line.
Another main critic
of the cooperation is
Hamas, which uses it to
attack the image of the PA
ruled by the Fatah faction
in the eyes of the public.
Established in 1994,
the Palestinian security
forces at the time consisted
mainly of fighters who were
part of the Palestinian revolution. The Oslo Accords
only allowed for police
forces to be established but
the late Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat established
other security agencies
approved in later agreements between Israel and
the Palestinians. A law
passed in the Palestinian

parliament in 2005 regulates their work and structure.
The Military Liaison
Unit, a part of the security
forces, is responsible for
Palestinian contacts with
neighboring countries such
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as Israel and Jordan. It
deals with security, trade
and humanitarian issues.
Some 64,000 people
work in different capacities
in the security forces and
earn between $413 and
$2,100. Some 30,000 Gaza
security personnel who are
Fatah loyalists aren't going
to their jobs but still get
paid by Fatah anyway to
prevent economic collapse
in Gaza
Adnan Barbakh, 48,
was a security forces
spokesman in the Gaza
Strip until Hamas took full
control in 2007 when he
and other Fatah-affiliated
employees were forced to
stay home from their jobs.
Barbakh tried to open a
shop for a few months, only
to have it closed by the
Hamas
government.
A
Palestinian law prevents
those who work in the public sector from holding two
jobs, whether they go to
work or not. "Imagine how it
is for me and my family that
I stay home 24 hours a
day," he told The Media
Line.
To maintain security
in the Gaza Strip, Hamas
trained an "executive force"
that mostly consists of
Hamas-affiliated personnel.
Outlining what he
and his operatives do when
they are able, Damri said:
"We are responsible for
keeping the general security, maintaining the law and
executing the political leadership's orders."
Two main agencies
work in the West Bank
under the authority of the
Palestinian
Interior
Ministry,
the
Internal
Security Agency and the
National Security Agency.
Police forces, in
their dark and light blue
uniforms, are responsible
for keeping law and order.
Civil service members
serve as firefighters in the
Palestinian areas and the
preventive forces, wearing
civilian clothes, perform
inter nal
intelligence
work.

21
The
National
Security Agency resembles
an army in its structure and
missions, has different
units and its members wear
olive green.
Another
security
agency is subordinate to the
president's office, tasked
with guarding his life and
the lives of his guests, and
its members wear civilian
clothes or green camouflage
outfits.
Riot police wear blue
camouflaged uniforms, and
there are other special units
in the forces who wear different clothes.
There are only an
estimated 4% of women in
the West Bank security
forces, most in the police.
"We are not satisfied with
this percentage, but we take
comfort in knowing that
some of the women have
high-ranking positions in
the police. It took us some
time to convince society to
allow women to join the
security forces," Damri told
The Media Line.
+%!1% 230- 2. &.++.5)-' /!'%
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We Extend Best Wishes On the Occasion of
PASSOVER
to the Jewish Communities of
METROPOLITAN TORONTO, NORTH YORK,
YORK REGION AND HALTON-PEEL.
It is always a privilege to serve you.
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The police cancelled
a "women only" police unit
as it would have institutionalized separation between
men and women. There are
a number of women in the
intelligence services.
The security forces

are proud of the regular
training they receive from
American and European
security forces. They say
they are committed to stopping attacks, but call on
Israel not to make their task
harder.
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table and chairs, three flat
screen TVs and plenty of
cupboard space. Whether
you’re staying for a night or
a month in any one of these
suites, the hotel offers an
array of services to accommodate your travel needs.
In the morning, you can
enjoy a complimentary
breakfast, and in the
evening, a light fare reception and social hour is available every Monday through
Thursday. There is daily
housekeeping,
same-day
valet service, a grocery
shopping service, free guest
laundry, a fully equipped
fitness center and a seasonal courtyard with a pool,
patio and grills. The staff at
the front desk was exceptionally helpful. Coffee, tea
and hot chocolate are available 24 hours a day. For
more
information
call
1.888.723.1655 or email
info@cresthillsuites.com

WHERE TO DINE: We had a
marvelous
meal
at
Simpson’s Grille, where five
chefs have shared 83 years
of experience to create
menus for breakfast, lunch
and dinner to tantalize even
the most discriminating
taste buds. This is the type
of
place
where
sole
Françoise
and
grilled
Atlantic salmon meet New
York sirloin and filet
mignon. The restaurant is
located at The Desmond
Hotel & Conference Center,
a magnificent facility at 660
Albany Shaker Road. The
Desmond is also home to
the AAA four diamond-rated
Scrimshaw Restaurant and
The Tavern, an English
style pub. This is a popular
spot for Jewish weddings
and bar and bat mitzvahs.
AT THE MOVIES:
The Albany area has some
wonder ful movie theatre
complexes. We have a par -
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ticular fondness for the
Regal
Colonie
Center
Stadium 13. This five year
old movie complex encompasses
around
64,000
square feet, with more than
2,800 seats in a total of 13
auditoriums. It is right next
to P.F. Chang’s and a huge
Barnes & Noble, great to
know when you are planning an outing. The seats at
this theatre are very comfortable as they swivel. We
actually stopped by the
evening before our show to
pick up tickets in advance.
You can also purchase
them
online
at
fandango.com.
JEWISH COMMUNITY: There are an estimated
13,000 Jews in Albany. The
hubs of Jewish life are the
Sidney Albert Albany Jewish
Community Center and the

23
United Jewish Federation
of Northeastern New York.
Regionally there are five
reform congregations, five
Conservative and three
Orthodox. There is a Hillel
Foundation for Jewish life
at the local university campus. Price Chopper supermarket offers a year-round
well-stocked
full-service
kosher store at 1892
Central in Colonie.
The
University
at
Albany
(SUNY) operates a full-service Kosher Meal-Plan
(Meat) in the Dutch Quad
Cafeteria during the academic year, which is open to
guests.
Mike Cohen’s email
address is info@mikecohen.ca. Follow his travels at
http://www.sandboxworld.com/travel and on
Twitter @mikecohencsl.
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We Extend Best Wishes for Passover
to Our Jewish Friends throughout
Metropolitan Toronto and Area
May your celebration be a joyous one.
We are always pleased to serve you.
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The
renowned
singer and dancer
Tanya Granovski sings
in Yiddish, Hebrew,
English and Russian in
“Sing Me a Song in
Yiddish”, a lively benefit performance for the
Toronto Jewish Folk
Choir, Saturday, April
20, at the Winchevsky
Centre, 585 Cranbrooke
Avenue.
A seasoned
professional who has
produced and performed in musical
shows in Moscow and
Toronto, Granovski will
be accompanied at the
piano by the Choir’s
esteemed and versatile
conductor, Alexander
Veprinsky. Doors open
at 7 p.m. Tickets are
$20 in advance, $25 at
the door. Tickets and
information may be
obtained from choir
members or by calling
905-669-5906 or

emailing folkchoir@
hotmail.com. A special
$50 VIP ticket includes
reserved table seating
and a tax receipt.
People unable to attend
but wishing to keep
alive the Choir’s great
Yiddish tradition, are
invited to donate.
Since coming to
Canada in 1990, Tanya
Granovski has delighted audiences with her
vibrant singing and
dancing at such venues
as the Leah Posluns
Theatre, Vaughan City
Playhouse, Miles Nadal
JCC and Bathurst
Jewish Centre, and
various clubs and synagogues.
Maestro
Alexander Veprinsky
has been conductor of
the Toronto Jewish
Folk Choir since 2002.
A graduate of the
Mykola Lysenko Lviv
State Conservatory in
Ukraine in operatic and
symphonic conducting,
he is also a gifted
pianist and arranger.
His arrangements of
many Yiddish songs,
and others in Hebrew,
Russian and English,
have become favourites
with choir members
and audiences.
The
Toronto
Jewish Folk Choir was
founded in 1925 by
immigrant
garment
workers,
and
is
Canada’s oldest continuing Jewish choral group.
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been a State of Israel in those who are only pre1938 instead of 1948,” pared to have a moment
Rabbi Cooper also said. of silence for 6 million
“ F r a n k l y , w e d o n ’ t need dead Jews, but who are
unwilling to show respect
and solidarity for the 6
We Join in Extending Best
million living Jews who
Wishes to the Jewish
today are citizens of the
Community of
State of Israel,” he conthe GTA
cluded.
On the Occasion of
PASSOVER
May your Festival of
.#" 0,.
5/
Freedom celebration be a
&/ +#3
joyous occasion.

We Join in Extending
Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of
TORONTO AND
MISSISSAUGA
On the Occasion of
PASSOVER
May your Festival of
Freedom celebration be a
joyous occasion.

The
Sydney
Mor ning
Herald
has
reported that one of the
men under investigation
for allegedly sexually
abusing
boys
at
a
Sydney
Jewish
day
school told police that
senior rabbis knew of his
actions but failed to
report them to authorities. The paper reported
that
Rabbi
Pinchus
Feldman was informed of
the abuse in the 1970s
and 1980s and, according to Manny Waks, an
advocate for sex abuse
victims, responded by
“sending the perpetrators overseas”.
Rabbi Feldman is
currently the chief rabbi
of the Chabad-Lubavitch
movement in Sydney.
He has denied having
any awar eness of the
sexual abuse and in a
statement
claims
to
have “no recollection of
such
a
confession”.
Feldman maintains that
he
“endorses
the
unequivocal rabbinical
rulings encouraging victims of abuse to report
to the police and I will
continue to support the
ef forts ot law enforcement agencies in investigating and taking action
against these heinous
crimes”.
The two cases of
child sex abuse become
public recently. Neither
of the men has been
+%!1% 230- 2. &.++.5)-' /!'%
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Hopes you
have a safe
and happy
Passover!
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named and one is believed migrated to Israel last year,
to have already fled the says that Playboy will be a
country but both ar e welcome addition to the
Jewish and one appar- country. “Israelis love to sit
ently involves a for mer around the dinner table
employee of Chabad- and debate social issues.
Lubavitch. The revela- It’s an integral part of life
tions in Sydney come and is an integral part of
after multiple cases of Playboy,” Pomerantz said.
alleged sexual abuse in The first issue features
nearby
Melbour ne, Israeli model Natalie Dadon
much of it within the and an interview with minister Avi Dichter.
Orthodox community.

Images of Israel usually conjure up holy monuments, the Mediterranean
Sea and a land steeped in
political turmoil. Now you
can add Playboy bunnies to
that list.
Playboy Magazine
recently added the Holy
Land to its list of countries.
On newsstands March 6,
and printed only in Hebrew,
the
magazine
features
images of beautiful women
alongside articles and
commentary, specifically
selected for an Israeli audience.
Founder
Daniel
Pomerantz, a Chicago-born
business attorney who im-
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Shurat HaDin-Israel
Law Center has hit controversial former NBA star
Dennis Rodman with a subpoena to be deposed about
his financial dealings with
North Korea.
Finding out what
Rodman may have learned
about
North
Korea’s
finances during his trip and
through his contacts, the
law center hopes will help
lead to better targeting of
North Korean assets.
Shurat HaDin head
Nitsana Darshan-Leitner
said that despite “the spirit
of humor”
Rodman’s
actions in North Korea are
not a trivial matter.”
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spring 1939, some 6,000
German Jews, most of
whom were on the American
waiting list for immigration
visas, had fled to Cuba.
In the midst of the
May 1939 voyage of the SS
St. Louis, later referred to
as “The Voyage of the
Damned” to Havana, the
Cuban president acceded to
the demands of the Cuban
anti-Semites to restrict the
influx of Jewish refugees
and turned away most of
the passengers aboard.
These refugees could not
legally enter the US without
jumping ahead of others on
the waiting list and they
could not enter as visitors
without a homeland to
which they could return. If
FDR tried to evade these
restrictions, his opponents
in Congress would block his
efforts to ease the Neutrality
Acts, his top foreign policy
goal as war in Europe
loomed ahead. As the ship
headed back to Europe, the
American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committee and
the
Intergovernmental
Committee on Refugees, a
body established at FDR’s
initiative,
persuaded
Belgium,
France,
the
Netherlands, and Britain
each to take a share of the
refugees. It was still the prewar summer of 1939, and
the passengers themselves,
Jewish aid workers, and the
American
officials
all
believed that the refugees
had escaped Nazi persecution. A recent careful investigation shows that of the
937 passengers aboard the
SS St. Louis, 254 died.
About half of the original
937 passengers eventually
immigrated to the US.
Without FDR, they would
not have made it to
America.
Preparing for a showdown with Congress on the
revision of the Neutrality
Act in 1939, lifting the
embargo against sending

military aid to countries in
Europe facing Nazi aggression, FDR did not fight for
the Wagner-Rogers bill to
admit refugee children outside of immigration quotas,
which
public
opinion
strongly opposed. He continued to press Britain on
keeping Palestine open to
Jewish refugees, but would
not go so far as to risk
breaking relations with
America’s most important
ally in the event of war.
One of the antiSemites
within
the
Roosevelt administration
was financier and former
chairman of the Securities
and Exchange Commission
Joseph
P.
Kennedy,
appointed ambassador to
Great Britain. In December
1938, Kennedy defended
policies to appease Nazi
Germany and advocated
greater economic ties with
Germany as a way to avoid
war. He stated that the Jews
wanted Germany punished
through military action, and
as a result, anti-Semitism
was rising in Britain and
the US. He claimed that
British
Prime
Minister
Neville Chamberlain regarded the Jews responsible for
undermining his policy of
appeasement. He forecast
that if war should break
out, the fate of millions of
Jews in Central Europe
“was not worth much, if
anything.”
In September 1941,
Charles Lindbergh made a
famous speech blaming the
British and Jews for pushing America into the war.
Following
that
speech,
polling data showed that the
American people rejected
the notion that Jews were in
the forefront of a clamor for
war.
As explained by
Breitman and Lichtman in
FDR and the Jews, “For
America and Britain, the
rescue of Jews, when considered at all, was far sub+%!1% 230- 2. &.++.5)-' /!'%

We Take Pleasure in Wishing the
Jewish Community
A Joyous Passover Holiday
for family and friends.
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ordinate to the preeminent
goal of winning the war and
defeating the enemy. Some
Allied officials even viewed
rescue measures as conflicting with those goals.
The lack of an Allied military presence in most of
Central
and
Western
Europe until late in the War
left most Jews in Nazi-controlled Europe facing nearcertain death.”
According
to
Breitman and Lichtman’s
findings, “Without FDR’s
policies and leadership,
there may well have been no
Jewish communities left in
Palestine, no Jewish state,
no Israel.”
FDR
opposed
Britain’s May 1939 White
Paper on Palestine that
sharply curtailed Jewish
immigration – before and
after Chamberlain’s government issued it. He complained that any limit on
Jewish immigration violated
the terms of Britain’s mandate over Palestine and he
continually
disregarded
State Department efforts to
set a pro-Arab agency in
Middle Eastern policy during the war. FDR had two
personal wartime meetings
with Chaim Weizmann, later
the first president of Israel.
He was aware of a Nazi
threat to the lives of Jews in
Palestine when he sent
planes and tanks to help
the British defend Egypt
and prevent the Nazis from
overrunning it and annihilating the Jews there.
In
1941,
FDR
pushed through a reluctant
Congress his Lend-Lease
program for aiding allies
resisting Nazi and fascist
aggression short of war.
Under Lend Lease, FDR
supplied British forces with
Sherman tanks that helped
it prevail in the pivotal battle of El Alamein, a victory
that kept the Nazis from
taking Egypt and overrunning Palestine to kill Jewish
settlers there. Gerhart M.

Riegner, the World Jewish
Congress
representative
who sent so much tragic
news about the Holocaust
from Switzerland to the
West, credits Roosevelt’s
Lend-Lease program with
saving Britain, and with it
so many Jewish lives and
the future of Judaism
During World War II,
a war that claimed 60 million lives, the ferocity, the
global reach and the stakes
of the military conflict
dwarfed humanitarian concerns. The War Refugee
Board, the only agency of its
kind in the world, lacked
the resources and authority
for an immensely difficult
task. Throughout its tenure,
the Board remained underfunded, undermanned, and
dependent on a military and
State Department with
decidedly different priorities. Still the Board helped
to save 200,000 Jews in
addition to the more than
100,000 saved by FDR’s initiatives for refugees. In the
end, the most efficient and
expedient means of stopping the Nazis’ mass murder of the Jews required the
military defeat of Germany
and its Allies.
Contrary to public
belief, the book reveals that
Roosevelt never refused to
order the bombing of
Auschwitz and the crematoria; the fact is that such
proposals never reached
him. Assistant Secretary of
War John J. McCloy shot
down cautious inquiries
from the War Refugee Broad
without careful consideration. War Department officials generally shunned
responsibility for proposals
to save civilians. A. Leon
Kubowitzki, head of the
World Jewish Congress’s
rescue unit, opposed such
an attack because it would
kill Jewish prisoners and
the Nazis would use such
Allied-induced casualties as
propaganda to cover for
their own massive killings.
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The War Department had
consistently balked at cooperating with the War
Refugee Board.
The Board and military authorities did investigate bombing rail lines to
Auschwitz, concluding that
the Germans could quickly
and easily repair the damage even from successful
bombing missions.
John
Pehle, director of the War
Refugee Board, expressed
“several doubts” about proposals to bomb rail lines,
stating it would be difficult
to keep them out of commission for any length of
time. The War Department
called
such
missions
impractical and “diversionary.” The War Department
issued a statement: “The
most efficient relief to victims of enemy persecution
is the early defeat of the
Nazis.” The War Department
further stated that the military could not divert
resources for the mission,
which was of “doubtful effic a c y . ” T h e Wa r R e f u g e e
Board lacked the political
clout, military intelligence
and expertise to challenge
t h e Wa r D e p a r t m e n t .

29
Bombers would have to fly
great distances over enemy
territory to reach the gas
chambers and crematoria at
Auschwitz.
The military
operations staff and forces
in the field concentrated on
strategic targets that would
result in ending the war
sooner.
As FDR and the
Jews points out, more than
any other American president before and after him,
FDR did more to further
humanitarian efforts on
behalf of the Jews to stop
genocide.
Theodore
Roosevelt failed to use his
big stick to pressure the
Tsar into containing murderous pogroms against
Jews. Woodrow Wilson, a
president celebrated for his
humanitarianism, did nothing to halt the carnage of
one million Armenians in
Turkey. After World War I,
both President Wilson and
his
successor
Warren
Harding resisted pressure
to aid oppressed Jews in
Romania
and
Poland.
President Jimmy Carter,
another
champion
of
human rights, sat by while
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Cambodian dictator Pol Pot
slaughtered more than 20
percent of his country’s
population.
Presidents
George H. Bush and Bill
Clinton delayed any strong
response to the genocidal
violence by Serbia against
Muslims
in
Bosnia.
Presidents George W. Bush
and Barack Obama failed to
take action against genocide
in the Sudanese region of
Darfur. When President
Clinton finally broke precedent and intervened militarily against Serbian genocide, which he likened to
the Holocaust, he faced
opposition based on financial costs, loss of American
lives, disputes among his
advisers, and major political
controversy.
Today, the appropriate
response
of
any
American president to a
humanitarian crisis abroad
remains very much in dispute. Even the most powerful
and
persuasive
American presidents are
hemmed in by public and
congressional
opinion,
bureaucratic
pressures,
and the view of allied powers. FDR lived through the
war and the Holocaust, but
he inhabited a pre-Holocaust
world. Few of his contemporaries recognized the

political and moral significance of the events we now
scrutinize so carefully.
Most American Jews
understood that FDR was
the first president to intervene on behalf of their
oppressed brethren abroad
and during a world crisis of
unparalleled scope and
gravity.
He was to become
the first president to
denounce anti-Semitism as
an integral part of Hitler’s
attempt to rule Europe and
the
Western
world.
According to FDR, any
American who voiced antiSemitic views was “playing
Hitler’s game.”
Without FDR’s leadership, the resistance to
Nazi aggression would have
been much weaker, perhaps
even fatally so. As the book
reveals, for Jews, he proved
to be a far better president
than the political opponents
of his era, not just in his
response to Jewish peril,
but also in his domestic and
foreign policies and his integration
of
Jews
into
American government.
FDR and the Jews is
published as a non-fiction
book by Bellnap/Harvard
University and will be available for sale March 19, 2013
for $29.95.

JASON KENNEY, MINISTER OF CITIZENSHIP,
Immigration and Multiculturalism recently completed a five-day trip to Ukraine and Germany.
Pictured above the Minister pays tribute to the victims of Babi Yar where 34,000 Jews were massacred by the Nazis in a two-day period in 1941.

#
9X12 FINAL_Layout 1 13-03-20 9:40 AM Page 31

,( #

'(

'

' $&

''$* & ($ (

+'

$"")# (-

#
9X12 FINAL_Layout 1 13-03-20 9:40 AM Page 32

+2 +6@5 99 #B? 2D6@5 ?62;1@ .;1 B@A<:2?@
<F<B@ $.@@<C2? 292/?.A6<;

