1929 - 2013 Eighty-Four Years of Service to Canadian Jewry - www.thejewishstandardmag.com

FINAL 9X12_Layout 1 13-11-20 12:00 PM Page 1

DECEMBER CHANUKAH 2013

“LATKES WITH LOVE” FROM THE BOYS TOWN JERUSALEM KITCHEN - SEE PAGE 10

FINAL 9X12_Layout 1 13-11-20 12:00 PM Page 2

MICHAEL HAYMAN
PUBLISHER AND EDITOR
JULIUS HAYMAN
EDITOR AND PUBLISHER
1937-2000

Reflections on
Chanukah

ANITA SURMAN
Editor
General News Section

As Jews commemorate the
epic victory of the Maccabees over
Antiochus - actually the victory of
Judaism over Hellenism - it may
perhaps be worth considering the
constant struggle which is still
going on and which, if the truth
be told, is not being waged with
any too great success against the
inroads among Jews of nonJewish thought.
In our joyful
emphasis upon the victory of the
Maccabees we are prone to forget
that notwithstanding the limited
victory won by the Hasmoneans,
Hellenism captured the minds
and the imaginations of hundreds
of thousands of Jews - in Egypt,
in Greece, and indeed, in all parts
of the world in which Jews lived.
These Jews for the most part lost
their identity among the non-Jews
whom they imitated and many
became
easy
converts
to
Christianity.

The
tendency
among
minorities is always to follow the
customs and ideals of the majority among whom these minorities
live. We find that very clearly
demonstrated in the trend among
Jews to develop out of the
Festival of Chanukah a sort of
synthesis between the Jewish
holiday and Christmas which so
frequently comes at much the
same time. There is, of course,
no necessity for such syncretism.
The Chanukah Festival, celebrated as a Jewish Feast of
Rededication, is so rich in tradition, so colourful in its external
manifestations,
so
perfectly
developed to appeal to children,
that we may well devote ourselves
to emphasizing the exciting possibilities of Chanukah and leave
to the Christians their own
Christmas celebration, so full of
specific meaning for them.
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THE WORLD IN REVIEW
NEWS OF THE RECENT PAST IS REVIEWED
By NOAH FREEDMAN
Former Anti-Semite
Embraces Judaism
Csanad Szegedi was
once a rising star in
Hungary’s far right Jobbik
party, And like all party
members he did not hide
his anti-Semitic views. He
accused Jews of “buying

up” the country. He blamed
the large scale polarization
of state assets after the end
of communism on “people in
the Hungarian political elite

it’s no secret, they want to
bring in Israeli residents”.
“The problem the radical
right has with the Jews”,
Szegedi told state television

who shielded themselves in
their Jewishness”. He complained of “massive real
estate purchases being
done in Hungary, wher e

in 2010, “was that Jewish
artists, actors and intellectuals
had
desecrated
Hungary’s national symbols
like the Holy Crown of St.

THE DEDICATION OF BETH EMETH BAIS
Yehuda Synagogue as a Community Hub
marked another step in the synagogue’s
expanded service to the community. The Hub
was made possible by a $130,000 Ontario
Trillium Foundation grant, (an Agency of the
Government of Ontario), a $75,000 grant from
the Government of Canada, and generous
donations from Beth Emeth donors to establish
the Synagogue as a Safe Haven for all of
Bathurst Manor in times of need, emergency
and disaster. The project includes an accessibility elevator - “Shelley’s Elevator”, the “Sam
and Rose Pacht and Family Accessibility
Ramp”, electronic doors and an emergency generator. Pictured above are Rose and Sam Pacht
(centre) flanked by their children, on the far left,
Monte Kwinter, MPP, York Centre, James
Pasternak, Councillor, Ward 10, York Centre
and Mark Adler, MP, York Centre. At the far
right is Rabbi Howard Morrison, Senior Rabbi,
Beth Emeth.

Stephen, the country’s first
Christian king.”
But then
Szegedi
had a long conversation
with his grandmother who
spoke to him about her family’s Orthodox Jewish past
and her war time experience.
“It was then that it dawned
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PALESTINIAN WOMEN FACE GROWING THREAT
By DINAH ATALLAH, MEDIA LINE
The use of social
media is growing in the
Palestinian territories, but it
is also creating problems,
especially for Palestinian
women. As a result, even
women running for public
office think twice about how
much exposure they want
to give their photos and
where. Women running in
the municipal elections in
the Palestinian territories
last year in some cities like
Hebron opted not to use
their photos on the Internet,
sometimes replacing them
with flowers. The head of
an all-woman list in Hebron
didn’t use photos of herself
and her colleagues out of
respect for the norms and
culture there.
Public officials are
not the only women being
threatened with blackmail
via the Internet and who are
becoming more careful

about what they share
online.
Maysa' Salem, a 26year-old writer from a village near Nablus, told The
Media Line that she doesn't
post any of her photos on
Facebook or online, especially after hearing stories of
threats via the Internet.
"Facebook in particular is a public place.
Technology in general is not
a safe place and Facebook
and email accounts can be
easily hacked," she told The
Media Line, explaining that
if photos of her were spread
through the Internet, it
might make her seem indecent and harm her reputation.
More than half of
those using the Internet in
the Palestinian territories
were subject to information
threats, according to polls

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of
METROPOLITAN TORONTO AND AREA
On the Occasion of
CHANUKAH
May your celebration be a joyous one
for family and friends.
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SMALL GROUP OF METHODISTS SPEAKS OUT AGAINST BOYCOTT, DIVESTMENT, SANCTIONS
By REVEREND BRUCE THOMPSON
The consultation on
BDS presently being conducted by the Methodist
Church of Great Britain
could have very serious consequences and, for those of
us keen to develop greater
awareness across the faithful in both Judaism and
Christianity, is a matter of
grave concern.
For fifteen years I
have been a member of the

The author is a reverend and chairman of the
Linconshire Methodist District in the United Kingdom - The
following article appeared originally in the Jerusalem Post
and is reprinted by permission of the author. - The Editor
Council of Christians and simply intended to build
Jews and earlier this year a bridges and cross them to
small number of us founded shake hands, maybe even
Methodist
Friends
of embrace, but certainly,
Judaism. We had come to given the opportunity, to
believe it necessary to focus enter into dialogue.
more
sharply
Our aims are as folon
the
Methodist/Jewish relation- lows:
ship in Great Britain. We
• T o celebrate the

contribution of Judaism to
not only Christianity but
also to the world at large.
• To raise awareness
of the historic and continuing presence of antiJudaism
within
the
Christian Church.
• To challenge antiSemitism in whatever guise
it manifests itself.
We are also charged

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the Jewish Community of
METROPOLITAN TORONTO AND AREA
On the Occasion of
CHANUKAH
May your celebration be a joyous one for family and friends.
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TORONTO TEEN REDISCOVERS JEWISH LINKS
By ILANA GOLZMAN
“All Jews are family!”
is a phrase I had heard several times before, but never
really understood what it
meant. I might pass by
another Jew on the street
and never know that he is
Jewish, and I may not
notice the individual at all
on the busy streets of
Toronto. So, until my participation in Toronto’s first
cohort of Diller Teen Fellows
the phrase often left me
confused.
Diller Teen Fellows
is an international leadership program that selects
up to 20 Jewish teens in
grade 10 or 11 to represent
their city. The teens are
chosen from 16 partnering
communities,
eight
in
Israel, six in the United
States, and two in Canada.
One of the main focuses of
the program is to bring
Jewish teens from around
the world together to
strengthen our awareness
of peoplehood and of our
Jewish identities.
Growing up in a city
like
Toronto,
which
embraces cultural diversity
and has a very well developed Jewish community, I

was raised attending brits,
britas, bat-mitzvahs and
bar-mitzvahs, lighting candles for Shabbat, and
attending our amazing local
Purim parties dressed up as
malkat
Esther
(Queen
Esther) and learning about
the history of my people.
Yet, when the time came for
teens from our partner city,
Eilat-Eilot, to come to
Toronto for the North
American
Diller
Teen
Fellows seminar in March,
my feeling of excitement
became fused with worry.
I was born in Israel
and moved to Toronto when
I was five years of age.
Despite
our
developed
Jewish community I could
not help but realize that
over the years I had become
totally assimilated into
Canadian life. I had even
forgotten most of my
Hebrew. So I began to ques-
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MCDONALD’S DECISION STIRS CONTROVERSY
By LINDA GRADSTEIN, MEDIA LINE
When it comes to
Israel and the Palestinians,
everything, even a hamburger, is political. Israelis
who live in areas that Israel
acquired in 1967 are up in
arms over McDonald’s decision not to open a branch in
the mall that will be built in
Ariel over the next year.
In
Israel,
the
McDonald’s franchise is private and is owned by Omri
Padan, one of the founders
of the dovish group Peace
Now, which opposes Israeli
building in post-1967 areas.
There are 170 McDonald’s
restaurants in Israel, about
40 of which are kosher. The
company’s website claims it
is the largest employer of
youth in Israel, giving jobs
to 3000 teenagers, along
with 1000 adults.
Padan declined to
give an interview to The
Media Line but his office
sent a one-line reply.
“This has always
been the policy of Dr. Omri

Padan,” referring to the
decision not to open restaurants in Ariel, the Golan
Heights, which Israel captured from Syria in 1967, or
even East Jerusalem, which
Israel has annexed.
Some in Israel welcomed Padan’s decision.
“In every democratic
country everyone has the
right to decide where to live
and where to open his business,” Yariv Oppenheimer,
the director general of Peace
Now told The Media Line.
“Padan did not want to take
part in “settlement” activity.
He thinks the “settlements”
are damaging to Israel and
we agree.”
Some
right-wing
leaders disagreed.
Settler leader Yigal
Dilmony said that while he
doesn’t support boycotts
consumers should vote with
their wallets.
“Every citizen who
cares about the state of
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GLOBAL EGG CORPORATION/
EGGSOLUTIONS
Liquid/Frozen Pasteurized Egg Products-ESL
Liquid Egg/Pre-cooked Egg Patties & Omelets
www.globalegg.com
www.eggsolutions.com

283 Horner
Etobicoke
416 231-2309
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We Extend Chanukah Greetings to Our
Jewish Friends throughout Metropolitan Toronto,
North York, York Region and Halton-Peel.
May your Festival of Lights celebration
be a joyous one.

T R AV E L
TALES
HELPFUL HINTS FOR THE JEWISH TRAVELLER
By MIKE COHEN
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WHAT TO DO IN
VANCOUVER: In my last
column I shared some information about where to stay
in Vancouver and a little
about its Jewish community. There is so much to do in
this great city. Start off by
checking out www.tourismvancouver.com and a wide
array of activities will be at
your fingertips.
The
Capilano
Suspension Bridge Park
(www.capbridge.com) is one
of Vancouver’s most popular
tourist
attractions.
Originally built in 1889, the
bridge stretches 450 feet
(137 m) across and 230 feet
(70 m) above Capilano
River. Cross the bridge and
explore. Admission prices
range from $12 to $34.95
depending upon the season.
There is a free shuttle service from downtown.
After experiencing
the Capilano Suspension
Bridge, we headed a little

further up the road to
Grouse
Mountain
(www.grousemountain.com.)
This spot offers the perfect
destination for a truly
rewarding and memorable
experience. You will find a
variety of cultural, educational and outdoor adventures from which to choose.
Most of Grouse Mountain's
summer and winter activities are complimentary with
an admission ticket.
At the Vancouver
Aquarium(www.vanaqua.org)
you come to face-to-fin with
over
70,000
animals,
including beluga whales,
steller sea lions, dolphins,
seals and more! Enjoy the
dolphin and whale shows,
sea otter feeds, and shark
dives. Free-roaming animals abound in their popular Amazon Gallery. For a
unique hands-on adventure, ask about the Animal
Encounters program. You
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TARGETING WOMEN
published
by
the
Palestinian
Bureau
of
Statistics. Differences were
clear between the West
Bank,
which
recorded
49.1% were affected by
cyber-crimes and the Gaza
Strip where 61.9% said they
were targeted.
Of the cyber crimes
reported, 13.1% involved
the dissemination of indecent and inappropriate content; 9.3% involved disrupting and sabotaging data;
7.3% included the theft of
personal data; and 1.1%
involved credit card threat.
Since its establishment
in
2010,
the
Palestinian Digital Crimes
unit has dealt with hundreds of Inter net-related

-;< &1;0-; <7

complaints. Last month
alone, nine reports of cyber
crimes were filed with
police. In addition, “not all
cases we received over the
last three years went to
court due to the sensitivity
of this topic,” Ibrahim Adu
Ein, head of the Criminal
Investigation Department of
the Palestinian police, told
The Media Line, adding that
most of the complaints
come from women.
Due to society's
mindset, even the online
dissemination of everyday
photographs of women can
be a potential threat.
Amira (not her real
name), 23, was blackmailed
by a man she met through
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We Join in Extending Best Wishes to Our
Jewish Friends and Residents.
METROPOLITAN TORONTO AND AREA
On the Occasion of
CHANUKAH
May your celebration be a joyous one for
family and friends.
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When the Chanukah
festival comes to Boys Town
Jerusalem, the school’s chef
Avi Chamal sizzles up several thousand golden latkes
with a very special twist.
Chamal’s holiday creation:
delectable, crispy sweet
potato latkes with a distinctive bouquet of spices.
“They’re healthy and they’re
tasty—the two main criteria
I use for the over 13,000
meals I prepare each week
for our students and staff.”
Israeli-born
Avi
Chamal has headed the
Boys
Town
Jerusalem
kitchen for 13 years, producing freshly cooked and
baked fare daily to delight
the palates of the Boys
Town student body, who
trace their origins to 45
countries across the globe.
Avi is well aware of the crucial role the school’s three
wholesome meals a day
plays in enriching the lives
of Boys Town students. Not
every chef could meet this
daunting task, but Avi’s
previous work experience
includes having served as a
senior chef at the prestigious Jerusalem King David
and Dan Panorama Hotels,
and clinching silver medallions in Luxemburg and

%

Canada Competitions.
SWEET POTATO LATKES
Makes 25 latkes
Ingredients:
2 lb. sweet potatoes
1 lb. regular large potatoes
4 eggs
3/4 cup flour
2 tsp brown sugar
1/2 Tb. black pepper
1/2 tsp. salt
1/4 tsp. cinnamon
1 spring fresh thyme or 1
teaspoon dried thyme
Butter or oil for frying
Directions:
1.) Grate sweet potatoes and
regular potatoes.
2.) Squeeze out excess liquid.
3.) Mix remaining ingredients and add to the grated
potatoes, stirring to blend.
3.) Heat frying pan with butter (preferable) or oil till it
bubbles.
4.) Drop potato mixture by
spoonsful and press into
patties.
5.) When latkes begin to
brown on the bottom and at
the sides, flip them to fry
the opposite side.
5.) After frying, place onto
absorbent paper towels to
drain.
6.) Serve on platter sprinkled with powdered sugar,
with sour cream on the side.

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of Metropolitan Toronto, North York,
York Region and Halton-Peel
On the Occasion of
CHANUKAH
May your Festival of Lights celebration be a joyous one.
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TARGETING WOMEN
the Internet. “I was lured by
the fact that he was a good
friend and sent him a photo
of mine without the headscarf I usually wear,” she
told The Media Line. That
photo was later used to
blackmail Amira. The police
were able to de-activate her
email accounts and identify
the blackmailer, who by
that time was also extorting
money from Amira’s relatives. One of the victims had
sold some of her mother’s
jewelry to pay the demanded $550 ransom before
Amira was able to convince
her that there was help
available.
“She was too afraid
to go to the police although
I told her they helped me,"
Amira said.
"In some cases, we
are able to delete the page
that includes inappropriate
data," Abu Ein told The
Media Line.
Internet use among
Palestinians is on the rise
despite the threat of
cybercrime. One-third of
Palestinians polled used the
Internet in 2011 compared
with 9.2% in 2004. Among
those between the ages of
15 and 29, 55% used the
Internet in 2011 compared

to 5% in 2004.
Still, the threat of
blackmail
has
some
Palestinians being extra
wary of what they post.
Speaking anonymously, a
father of two told The
Media Line that his wife’s
Internet communications
were hacked and used in a
blackmail attempt, but he
refused to meet the ransom demand. “People used
to call me and tell me
what she was doing or
what we are saying,” he
said, adding that the
hackers used to spy on
their house via hacking
programs.
Abu Ein said he
believes that the percentage
of women seeking police
help in such cases is growing, but that in general, the
Internet threats are still
under control, but added
words of caution. “We don't
want people to be afraid and
not use the Internet,” he
said. “Mostly, the more educated and less conservative
people are, the less chance
there is of their being blackmailed. We need people to
know that the Internet is
not the problem, but it is
not the place to make
friends.”

We Join in Extending Best wishes to the
Jewish Community of Metropolitan Toronto,
North York, York Region and Halton-Peel
On the Occasion of
CHANUKAH
May your Festival of Lights celebration be a joyous one.
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We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of Metropolitan Toronto,
North York, York Region and Halton-Peel
On the Occasion of
CHANUKAH
May your Festival of Lights celebration
be a joyous one.
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We Extend Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community and to
Our Jewish Friends and Students
On the Occasion of
CHANUKAH
May your celebration be a joyous occasion.
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TRAVEL TALES
can call their easy to
remember phone number 604.659.FISH
The Aquarium has
developed a reputation as a
cutting edge organization
with the capability to
respond to changing conservation and aquatic protection needs through diversity and growth. From a
9,000 square foot (830
square metres) facility in
Stanley Park, with seven
employees on opening day
in 1956 (five more had to be
hired the day after the
opening to cope with the
crowds), the Aquarium has
grown to over 100,000
square feet (9,000 square
metres) and over 400
employees. New construction, in fact, is now underway.
Eric Solomon, their
Jewish director of Arctic
Connections, has more than
15 years of experience
working in the field of science and environmental
education and communication with museums, science

centres and public aquariums in the U.S. and
Canada. He has dedicated
much of his career to
improving communication
of complex science and
environmental issues to
public audiences.
If you like amusement parks, Vancouver’s
Pacific National Exhibition
(www.pne.ca)
on
East
Hastings Street is the place
to go. The 15 acre Playland
Amusement Park is a popular attraction. Open from
late April through the end of
September it has hosted
millions of thrill seekers of
all ages since it opened in
1910. The Park was named
"Happy Land" in 1926 and
remained on the original
site until 1958, when it was
moved to its present spot
and re-opened under the
name Playland. Playland's
marquee attraction, the
beloved 1958 Wooden Roller
Coaster, remains the most
popular ride on the site and
one of the most highly re-
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THE HON. JULIAN FANTINO, MINISTER OF
Veterans Affairs/MP Vaughan (6th from right)
and the Hon. Joe Oliver, Minister of Natural
Resources/MP Eglinton-Lawrence (8th from
right) flank Immediate Past President/Event
Chair, Royal Canadian Legion, General
Wingate Branch #256 Murray Jacobs, at a
Remembrance Ceremony/Special Monuments
Dedication and Unveiling honouring 202
Canadian Jewish WWI Heroes by the Royal
Canadian Legion GENERAL WINGATE
BRANCH #256, at the Mount Sinai Memorial
Park in Toronto. Pictured above, left to right,
are,
Wingate President Gerry Rosenberg;
Bugler Tom Moffat; Rabbi Lazer Danzinger,
Captain, Canadian Armed Forces & Wingate
#256 Chaplain; Irit Stopper, Israel Deputy
Consul General to Toronto & Western Canada;
Harold Davis, Wingate #256, 3rd Vice
President; Norm Kelly, Toronto Deputy Mayor;
Minister Oliver; Murray Jacobs; Minister
Fantino; Walter Vaughan, Deputy Zone D3
Commander, Royal Canadian Legion; OPP
Inspector Rohan Thompson; Wingate’s Moe
Polansky; Cantor Gord Lindsay; Piper Jack
Jackson. Photo: Nicola Betts
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We Wish the Jewish Community of
METROPOLITAN TORONTO, NORTH YORK
AND YORK REGION
A joyous Chanukah celebration for
family and friends.
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METHODIST FRIENDS
with carrying out activities
appropriate to the delivery
of these aims.
We were and remain
keen to fulfil our aims

which are theological, historical and cultural, not
political in any partisan
sense.
It was never our
intention to become em-

HAPPY CHANUKAH TO ALL OUR
JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS
THROUGHOUT THE GTA

We Wish the Jewish Community of
METROPOLITAN TORONTO, NORTH YORK
AND YORK REGION
A joyous Chanukah celebration for
family and friends.

,

broiled in debate on Israel
Palestine; but I guess it was
inevitable!
So,
following
a
notice of motion at the 2013
Methodist Conference calling on the church to draw
up a report that presents
the arguments for and
against BDS a number of us
became part of the consultation.
For me BDS clearly
fits Sharansky’s ‘three Ds’
for anti-Semitism; delegitimizing, double standards
and demonizing the state of
Israel. It is therefore difficult for anyone supporting
BDS to avoid the charge of
anti-Semitism. It is clear
that singling out the only
Jewish state in the world for
such action is utterly reprehensible
and
blatantly
immoral.
It is extraordinary
that at a time when the civil
war in Syria is costing the
lives of tens of thousands,
when ancient Christian
communities are being persecuted and destroyed,
when there is so much
injustice in the region, let
alone across the globe, that
anyone should consider
boycotting the only Jewish
state in the world.
During the 60th
anniversary commemoration of the liberation of
Auschwitz the then British
Prime Minister Tony Blair
said that the Holocaust
began not with gas chambers but broken shop windows. Members of the BDS
movement have protested
outside
shops
simply
because they are owned by
Jews. This is not the sort of
action any of us should
allow without the strongest
possible condemnation.
I am reminded of a
Jew who walked on roads
made by slave labour without apparent reference to
them; he certainly didn’t
boycott them. I am reminded of a Jew who warned
against making judgments
of others without acknowledging our own faults. It is
the teaching of that Jew

that I seek to follow.
It is highly fashionable to don a keffiyeh in the
West and sign petitions
against Israel. But none of
this is new. Nor is telling
lies about Jews. In every
generation anti-Semitism
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We Join in Wishing
Our Jewish the Jewish
Community of the
GTA
A Joyous Chanukah
Celebration for
your family
and friends.
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has found different ways of
expressing itself. For many
centuries of course it was
religiously based.
Post
enlightenment it became
racially based. Today it is
politically based.
Others
have
more
eloquently
described it as a virus that
mutates each time a version of it is seen for what it
is.
There is a wonderful
story about a conversation
from the time of the
Vietnam War between Henry
Kissinger and the preacher
William
Sloane
Coffin.
Following an attack on the
conduct
of
the
war
Kissinger responded by

challenging Coffin to tell
him what he would do given
the circumstances. Coffin
replied, “Sir, my job is to say
to you ‘let justice roll down
like mighty waters.’ Your
job is to get the plumbing in
place.”
The Israel Palestine
conflict has challenged the
greatest diplomatic minds
for decades and it is not for
those at a distance to
engage in the plumbing necessary for justice and peace
to flow. Campaigners can
be as prophetic as they like
but when they do not reside
in a country they should
leave the governance of that
country well alone.
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A SPECIAL TIE
tion whether I would really
have a lot in common with
my fellow Jews from EilatEilot and if we would understand each other.
Soon
after
they
arrived, I realized my worries
were
unfounded.
Seconds after we met with
the Eilat-Eilot teens we
were hugging and laughing;
throughout those ten days
we collaborated with the
Israelis during interesting
workshops and projects
using our Jewish knowledge
and examples of Jewish and
international leaders and
historical figures. Although
the Israelis had crossed the
Atlantic Ocean and arrived
in a place that is 7 hours
behind and 40 degrees
Celsius colder than their
hometown, it was evident
that all of us are a part of
something
bigger
and
greater that binds us
together- we are one whole.
The idea that we are
all a part of one whole
became
even
clearer
months later during the
Israel Summer Seminar
(ISS). A few days into our
ISS we were split into two
teams and participated in a
scavenger hunt similar to
“The Amazing Race” in the
streets of Tel-Aviv.
For our first clue we
needed a computer keyboard
and while asking people on
the street for directions to the
nearest library or computer
store, a girl our age offered to
take us to her house across
the street and help us out.
This stranger we just met
took us into her home as one
would do for a close friend or
relative, helped us, and
wished us luck for the rest of
our journey.
A few days later we
arrived in Eilat-Eilot and
were welcomed into our
host families with open
arms. Experiencing Israel
with this group of teens
whom we had only met in
March was truly incredible. After we visited the

Holocaust museum Yad
Vashem and the burial place
of Israel’s founder at the
national cemetery, Mount
Herzl, our Toronto-EilatEilot cohort engaged in a
deep discussion about what
these places mean to every
one of us and how vital it
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is to have Jews living in
both Israel and the diaspora.
Later in the trip during what is known as
“Congress Week,” we were
divided into tribes so as to
have a representative from
each of the 16 communities
from across the world in
each
tribe.
Discussing
issues of importance to the
Jewish community in a
room full of such diverse
Jewish teens opened up
many new perspectives for
me, but most importantly

along with my other experiences during my time as
Diller Teen Fellow, showed
me how much more we as
Jews have in common in
our values and views.
Through my journey
as a Diller Teen Fellow, the
truth of the expression “all
Jews are family” revealed
itself to me and for the first
time I understood what it
meant.
Born in Israel with
Russian
roots,
Ilana
Golzman now lives in
Canada.

•
NO HAPPY MEAL
Israel should think before
he buys a burger who is he
financing?” Dilmony asked
The Media Line. “Burger
Ranch (a rival local Israeli
chain) said they will open in
the new mall. Israeli citizens
should support those chains
with Zionist “values.”
Others went even
further.
“I urge the public to
boycott anyone who boycotts it,” Housing Minister
Uri Ariel said. “Only then
will they get the message
and the boycotts will stop.”
Oppenheimer
of
Peace Now reacted sharply
saying Padan’s decision is
not a boycott.

“Nobody is saying
that “settlers” are not
allowed to buy McDonald’s,”
he said, referring to Israelis
who live in post-1967 areas.
“You can’t fault him for not
building in a place they
don’t want to remain part of
Israel.”
The dispute erupted
just as US Secretary of
State John Kerry had
arrived in the region for yet
another attempt to further
Israeli-Palestinian
peace
talks. Palestinians say that
all of the areas that Israel
acquired in 1967 must
become
part
of
the
Palestinian state and all
(
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We Extend Best Wishes for Chanukah
to the Jewish Community and to
Our Jewish Friends and Customers.
May your Festival of Lights celebration be a
joyous one for family and friends.

NO HAPPY MEAL
330,000 Jewish residents
there must leave. Israel
says it wants to hold onto
what it calls “settlement
blocs” including Ariel.
“I think the decision
not to open a McDonald’s
here is a mistake and hurts
a large population,” Ariel
mayor Eliezer Shaviro told
The Media Line. “Any kind
of boycott is a mistake and
causes more division.”
Shaviro says residents in Ariel are trying
hard for peaceful coexistence with their Palestinian
neighbors.
“In our industrial
zone we have factories
where
Israelis
and
Palestinians work together
and Palestinians make five
times what they would in
Nablus or Ramallah,” he
said, referring to two nearby
Palestinian towns. “If there
is a boycott on Ariel, these
factories might have to fire
workers,
and
the
Palestinians will join the
cycle of violence instead of
the “cycle of income.”
It is not the first
time that Ariel, which
boasts a university of 13,000

students, both Arabs and
Jews.
has been in the
news. In 2011, 165 academics said they would not
participate in academic
functions at Ariel University
because it sits on post-1967
land.
A
year
earlier,
dozens of actors said they
would not participate in cultural events there.
Israelis are especially sensitive to boycotts as
the country has recently
been the target. Recently,
physicist Steven Hawking
pulled out of a conference to
protest
Israel’s
policy
toward the Palestinians.
The
Boycott,
Divestment and Sanctions
(BDS)
movement
has
stepped up activity and
dozens of artists including
musician Elvis Costello and
actors Dustin Hoffman and
Meg Ryan cancelled appearances in Israel as a protest
gesture.
Others have rejected
the boycott calls. Barbra
Streisand played to tens of
thousands of enraptured
fans in June, and Alicia
Keys appeared in July.
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TO HONOUR THE OCCASION OF REMEMBRANCE
Day, MP Mark Adler attends a ceremony and lays
a wreath at the Memory of Flames Monument for
Jewish War Veterans. First erected in 2011, the
Memory of Flames Monument honours Jewish men
and women who have served in uniform.
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TRAVEL TALES
garded wooden coasters in
the world.
The Playland
Wooden Coaster rides over

We Extend Best
Wishes to the
Jewish Community of
the GTA
On the Occasion of
CHANUKAH
May your celebration
be a joyous one for
family and friends.

We join in
extending
Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community
for a joyous
CHANUKAH
celebration

half a million people annually. The flume, though,
ranks as my favorite ride.
We all got soaked to the
skin, but lined up three
times to experience it again
and strike just the right
pose to purchase one of
those promotion photos.
Other popular rides include
wave swinger, west coast
wheel, breakdance, the
scrambler, the corkscrew,
rock climbing, the hellevator,
bumper cars, the
pirate ship and music
express. The “Kids Playce”
has a variety of tamer rides,
including the merry-goround, KC’s Raceway, cool
cruzers, the super slide,
raiders, helicopters, tea
cups
and
honeybee
express. There are the traditional carnival games, an
arcade and plenty of food
options. The PNE is wheelchair accessible. Disabled
access is provided at one
bathroom stop near the
midway.
DINING OUT: There
are a number of kosher
restaurants in Vancouver,
including the Maple Grill on
West Broadway, Omnitsky
Kosher on Cambie and
Sabra Kosher on Oak
Street.
I suggest you check
out the four extraordinary
restaurants that make up
the Sequoia Company at
Vancouverdine.com.
We
opted in favor of the
Sandbar on Granville Island
at 1535 Johnston Street.
There is live music here
seven nights a week and
quite
a
marvelous
ambiance. The 300 seat
restaurant was packed the
night we chose to dine
there. Guests can enjoy the
bustle of the market, the
non-stop energy of False
Creek and the shores of
Vancouver’s West End. Walk
up the wood post staircase,
the only item that was salvaged from the historic
Mulvaney’s Restaurant site,
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We Take Pleasure in Extending
Best Wishes for
CHANUKAH
to our Jewish Friends and Customers
throughout the GTA.
We wish you and your family a
joyous holiday celebration.
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TRAVEL TALES
and elevate your view of the
city waterfront. The busy
animated open kitchen gives

%!
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$
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and be seen.
Along with your
menu comes a clipboard
called the Seafood Fresh
Sheet, with holes punched
next to the items that are
fresh that day. For the main
courses, selections varied
from the amazing Mahi
Mahi, the Ahi Tuna, swordfish, salmon and halibut.
Mike Cohen’s email
address is info@mikecohen.ca. Follow his travels at
www.sandboxworld.com/tr
avel and on Twitter @mikecohencsl.
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the guest that "Granville
Island Market feeling"
plus an up-close look at

the chefs as they meticulously
sprepare their
seafood creations.
The Sandbar serves
up the freshest seafood in a
warm, sophisticated atmosphere. Suspended above the
bar in the Teredo Lounge is
Kivi, a 24 foot salmon troller
hand built by Allan Farrell,
one of the West Coast’s
finest craftsman of wooden
boats. Fresh oyster bar,
tapas, Hoshi's Sushi Bar,
dinner and dancing, this is
reported to be Vancouver's
most popular spot to see
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We Extend Best Wishers for
CHANUKAH
to Our Jewish Friends and Customers
throughout the GTA
May your Festival of Lights celebration be
a joyous one.

MITCHELL COHEN, PRESIDENT OF THE DANIELS
Corporation, long-time Social Housing Advocate,
city builder, philanthropist and songwriter was
honoured with a Doctor of Laws degree at
Ryerson University’s Fall Convocation. In his
address to the graduating class Cohen reminisced about his own university graduation in
the 1960s. “I had absolutely no idea what I
wanted to do. What I did know was that, along
with all of us who had come of age in the sixties,
I had an obligation, a responsibility in fact, to
make the world a better place.” Fast forward
40 years, and along with all of my partners at
Daniels, I am still doing community development
work, supporting a group of tenants who are
creating a better life for themselves and their
families through the Regent Park revitalization.
Pictured above, left to right, are Ryerson
University President Sheldon Levy; Mitchell
Cohen, President of The Daniels Corporation;
and Ryerson University Chancellor Lawrence
Bloomberg. Photo: Clifton Li
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WORLD IN REVIEW
on me that my grandmother
is Jewish”, the far right
politician told Hungarian
TV. “I asked her how the
deportations happened. She
was in Auschwitz and
Dachau and she was the
only survivor in the extended family”.
In 2012 Szegedi, by
then having resigned from
the Jobbik party although
still sitting in the European
parliament as an independent, met with Rabbi Slomo
Koves
of
Hungary’s
Orthodox
ChabadLubavitch community to
begin the “difficult and spiritually stressful” healing
process.
He admitted to
being treated by some Jews
“like a leper” when he began
attending synagogue. But
he has persisted, learning
Hebrew and studying the
basic principles of Judaism.
“It is changed everything”,
says Szegedi. “I had this set
value system until I was 30
and I had to admit that it
was all wrong and to find
the will to change”.
Szegedi, now 31, is
keeping the Sabbath and is
trying to observe the laws of
Kashrut. He believes he can
reconcile his conservative
viewpoints as a Hungarian
and as an observant Jew.
Rabbi Koves is optmistic
that the process will end in
a “positive manner”.

Renting Space
to the Orthodox
It is no secret that
while American Conservative
and Reform Jews still outnumber the Orthodox, the
latter are gaining in numbers and strength. Thirtyfive per cent of American
Jews
call
themselves
Reform and 18 percent consider
themselves
Conservative.
But while
these two streams of
Judaism have fewer than
two children on average,
Orthodox Jewish families
average over 4 children per
family. The median age of
Conservative and Reform
Jews is 55 and 54. For the
Orthodox it’s 40.
And
what’s causing particular
problems for Reform and
Conservative congregations
is that while 74 percent of
Orthodox Jews attend synagogue at least once a
month, only 17 percent of
Reform and 39 percent of
Conservative Jews do the
same.
What all of this
means is that in many
United States cities Reform
and Conservative congregations, strapped for cash
with membership declining,
have had to find ways to fill
empty space and generate
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WORLD IN REVIEW
May your celebration be a joyous one.
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revenue. They have found
at least a partial solution in
the renting of unused space
to Orthodox schools and
institutions that have outgrown their own facilities. In
Skokie, Illinois Temple
Judea Mizpah has rented
out space to two Orthodox
schools. So, too, did Reform
and Conservative congregations in New Rochelle, N.Y.,
Beth El in Phoenix, Arizona
and Hollis Hills Jewish
Center in Queens, N.Y.
The rabbis of these
congregations know that
they have to adjust to the
new reality, “Pretty much
everything has to be reexamined”, says Rabbi Rick
Jacobs, president of the
Union of Reform Judaism,
“in terms of Jewish life and
how we practice and how we
lead.” But they do see a
bright light in all of this,
something in addition to the
revenue the rents generate.
Bringing Orthodox Jews
into their buildings helps
build bridges between the
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D AV I D S T E R N , H A S
been the Commissioner
of
the
National
Basketball Association
since 1984. The 69year-old lawyer, who
will retire on February
1, 2014, has turned the
league into a global
monster. Stern’s successor is Adam Silver.
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various
streams
of
Judaism. “We have hundreds of young people who
call me, a reform rabbi,
‘Rabbi’”, says Steven Sirbu
of
Temple
Emeth
in
Teaneck, New Jersey.
“We are one people”,
says Rabbi Arthur Lavinsky
of Temple Beth El. “To the
extent that we can help
each other, that is a very
good thing.” Adds Lavinsky:
“It helps out bottom line,
too.”

New Tigers Manager
Embraces His Roots
Brad Ausmus is the
new manager of the Detroit
Tigers. Ausmus was born
in New Haven, Connecticut.
His mother is Jewish, his
father Protestant. Ausmus
was not raised Jewish
although he did on occasion celebrate the Jewish
festivals with his mother’s
side of the family, But he
appears recently to have

become more appreciative of
his Jewish roots “I wasn’t
raised with the Jewish religion, so in that sense I don’t
really have much feeling
toward it”, he told an interviewer, “But in the last 10
years, I have had quite a few
young Jewish boys who tell
me that I am their favourite
player or they love watching
me play or they feel like
baseball is a good fit for
them because it worked for
me or it worked for Shawn

Green or other Jewish players in the Major Leagues. It
has been a sense of pride.”
In 2001 Ausmus
refused to play on Yom
Kippur, jokingly stating
that he was “trying to atone
for my poor first half”.
Ausmus was the manager
of the 2013 World Baseball
Classic Israeli team, which
under the rules permit a
non-Israeli
citizen
of
Jewish heritage to play for
them.
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