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LATKES & L IGHT. . .A  CHANUKAH DEL IGHT! A  COMMUNITY
celebration of Chanukah! Every year the Morris Winchevsky School cel-
ebrates the  Festival of Lights holiday.  People of all ages  enjoy fun and
interactive activities including: Chanukah stories, dreydel games &
Chanukah gelt and the school’s secular candle lighting ceremony. This
year’s highlights included Chanukah songs led by talented Toronto musi-
cians David Wall and Josh Engel and a special Chanukah art project led
by community artist Naomi Kates. The above photo and the one on page 2
are from last year’s Chanukah celebration.  For more information on the
Morris Winchevsky School readers are invited to visit www.winchevsky-
centre.org or call 416-789-5502.  The school is located at 918 Bathurst
Street, two blocks north of Bloor at Barton Avenue.
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Reflections on 
Chanukah

of Judas Maccabee, his father and
the other stalwarts of the
Maccabean line, has been cele-
brated in song and story for over
twenty centuries.   There are few
Jewish children who have not
been thrilled by the heroism of
their ancestors and few Jews who
have not been fortified by the glo-
rious victories of the Maccabees.

The celebration of
Chanukah is a yearly re-affirma-
tion of the conviction that neither
discrimination nor persecution
can destroy the racial and reli-
gious identity which has been pre-
served over centuries.  The story
of Chanukah, its miracles and
martyrdoms, is our inspiration in
the long and painful struggle to
preserve our faith and traditions.

Some twenty centuries ago,
the ancient Jews resisted the
attempts of Antiochus
Epiphanes to substitute the
pagan religion of the Greeks for
the monotheism of the Hebrews.
Stubborn in their allegiance to
the faith of their fathers, wisely
led by the heroic Mattathias and
Judas the Maccabean, the Jews
finally won the unequal conflict
and in a spirit of reverence and
devotion rededicated the Temple
in Jerusalem to the worship of
God.

The history of those days,
interwoven with rich and colour-
ful legend, has been a flaming
torch lighting the way to the hope
that no attempt to destroy the
Jews can ever succeed. The story

CHILDREN SING CHANUKAH SONGS AT LAST YEAR’S FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS
party at the Winchevsky Center
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THE WORLD IN REVIEW
NEWS OF THE RECENT PAST IS REVIEWED

By NOAH FREEDMAN

our society and in our gov-
ernment.  I have a deep
respect for the Jewish peo-
ple and their history, and
hope to strengthen that
relationship in the future”.

One would hope that
Taylor will impress upon his
constituents that phrases
such s these must be
removed from the recesses
of their minds.  He should

committee hearing today, I
inadvertently used a phrase
that many people find offen-
sive.  I corrected myself
immediately.  I regret my
poor choice of words and
sincerely apologize for any
harm they may have
caused”. 

“Anti-Semitism and
intolerance”, Taylor wrote to
the Anti-Defamation
League, “have no place in (Please turn to page 25)

THE MUNICIPALITY OF JERUSALEM, IN COOPERATION WITH THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH,
recently opened a new Infant Care Center in the Silwan neighborhood of Jerusalem.  The Infant Care
Center is the 30th of its kind in Jerusalem and provides free services to families, from doctors,  nurses,
and social workers including tests and lessons on health, safety and nutrition. The center in Silwan is
the first to open under Mayor Nir Birkat’s  administration and is part of his strategy to close gaps in
Arab  neighborhoods throughout Jerusalem in the areas of education,  infrastructure, community ser-
vices, culture, permitting process, and welfare  services. “Opening the Infant Care Center in Silwan”
said Birkat, “ is  just another step forward in our duty to invest in the Arab residents of  Jerusalem. We
must close the gaps that are a result of decades of neglect by  the Municipality of Jerusalem and the
Government of Israel. The city of  Jerusalem will continue to invest in Arab neighborhoods in coopera-
tion and  coordination with the Arab residents of Jerusalem in order to improve their  quality of life.”

He has apologized
for what he knows was an
“anti-Semitic” slur but it’s a
phrase someone running
next year for State Senate,
even in  Texas, should know
not to use. 

Texas state repre-
sentative Larry Taylor told a
legislative hearing concern-

ing a quasi-public wind
insurance agency that it
needs to pay its claims on
time.  “Don’t nitpick”, he
told the agency.  “Don’t try
to Jew them down”.

No sooner had the
words come out of his
mouth when he realized
that “that’s probably a bad
term”,  In a written state-
ment following the hearing
Taylor said, “At a legislative
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We Join in Extending Best Wishes On the Occasion of

CHANUKAH

to Our Jewish Friends and Customers.

May your celebration be a joyous one for family and friends.

It looked as if some-
one had broken into the
central casting wardrobe
room and handed out the
jalabiyas and kaffiyyehs
marked “Arab sheiks” to
the two dozen unshaven
men lounging on a grassy
knoll, puffing on water
pipes and looking bored. A
large, blue United Nations
flag flutters in the wind.

Suddenly, a group
of young men, faces hid-
den by masks, rushes into
the compound shouting
Allahu akbar and the
shooting begins. Out from
under the robes of the
“sheiks” come automatic
weapons, as they spring
into action.  One man, a
suicide belt strapped to 

(Please turn to page 11)

DEMAND FOR ISRAELI HELP IN THE ART OF
PROTECTION IS GROWING

By ARIEH O’SULLIVAN, MEDIA LINE

T H E  A R A B  S P R I N G

AND THE 

BODYGUARD

We Join in Wishing the
Jewish Community of

Metropolitan Toronto and Area
A joyous Chanukah celebration 
for your family and friends.
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REMAINING SILENT

Most American
Christian leaders strongly
condemned the
Kristallnacht pogrom that
the Nazis carried out
against Germany's Jews 73
years ago, in which hun-
dreds of synagogues were
torched, the windows of
thousands of Jewish busi-
nesses were smashed, one
hundred Jews were mur-
dered, and 30,000 more
were dragged off to concen-
tration camps.

But words of con-
demnation were not always
accompanied by calls for
action. When it came to
advocating steps such as
opening America's doors to

Jewish refugees, or severing
U.S. relations with Nazi
Germany, Christian voices
too often fell silent.

The liberal Catholic
publication Commonweal
called for suspending
America's immigration quo-
tas in order to admit more
refugees. The larger
Catholic weekly magazine
America, however, took a
different line. America head-
lined its post-Kristallnacht
issue “NAZI

Dr. Rafael Medoff is director of The David S. Wyman
Institute for Holocaust Studies, which focuses on issues
related to America’s response to the Holocaust -
(www.WymanInstitute.org.)  The material in this article is
based on the Wyman Institute's ongoing research project on
American Christian responses to the Holocaust. - The Editor

CRISIS." But the two fea-
ture stories did not focus on
the plight of Hitler's Jewish
victims. The first was a
report about the mistreat-
ment of nuns by Nazis in
Austria. The second article
charged that protests by
American Jews against the
Nazi pogrom were generat-
ing "a fit of national hyste-
ria" intended "to prepare us

for war with Germany." 
The issue did

include an editorial titled
"The Refugees and
Ourselves"--but it was
about the "grave duty" of
American Catholics to help
European Catholic
refugees. Jewish refugees
were not even mentioned.

An editorial in the
leading Protestant maga-
zine, Christian Century, did
address the Jewish refugee
problem: it argued that
America's own economic
prob lems  necess i ta ted

(Please turn to  page 14)

MOST CHRISTIAN CHURCHES REMAINED SILENT FOLLOWING KRISTALLNACHT

By RAFAEL MEDOFF

INDONESIA, THE WORLD’S MOST POPULOUS
Muslim country, has no diplomatic relations with
Israel.  Despite this gulf, five medical experts from
Indonesia were among the representatives who
went to  the Rambam Medical Centre in Israel to
learn how to build a system for treating victims of
catastrophe, both natural and manmade. At
Rambam, 27 doctors and nurses from 17 countries
took part in a unique simulation.  This staged
Mass Casualty Event (MCE) is not unusual in
itself. What is special is the human mosaic of par-
ticipants from Albania, Ecuador, Ethiopia, Burma,
Georgia, India, Vietnam, Jordan, Nepal, Kenya,
Nigeria, Chile, Peru, Kosovo, Thailand, Ghana and
New Zealand.   The full story of the event will
appear in the next edition of The Jewish Standard.

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to Our

Jewish Friends and Customers in

METROPOLITAN TORONTO, NORTH YORK,

AND YORK REGION

On the Occasion of

CHANUKAH

We are always pleased to serve you.
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DESERVING

PRAISE

Shoresh’s flagship
programming space, The
Kavanah Garden, has been
named one of North
America’s 50 most innova-
tive Jewish nonprofits in the
2011-2012 edition of
Slingshot, A Resource
Guide to Jewish Innovation.  

Slingshot is an
annual compilation of the
50 most inspiring and inno-
vative organizations, pro-
jects, and programs in the
North American Jewish
community today. First
published in 2005, and now
in its seventh edition,
Slingshot continues to high-
light those organizations in
Jewish life with particular
resonance among the next
generation. Shoresh is the
only Canadian organization
to be recognized by
Slingshot this year.

Shoresh Jewish
Environmental Programs
was established in 2002 to
lead the Jewish environ-
mental movement in the
Greater Toronto Area.
Through educational pro-
grams and grassroots initia-
t ives, rooted in Jewish 

social and environmental
values, Shoresh is working
to build a more connect-
ed and ecologically sustain-
able Jewish community.

Using food and envi-
ronmental issues as their
lens, Shoresh’s hands-on
learning opportunities allow
community members to
explore and experience
Jewish teachings and ethics
in real and meaningful ways.

Shoresh means
“root” in Hebrew – grounded
by Canadian soil, Shoresh
is helping community mem-
bers get back to their
Jewish roots! For more
information, readers can
visit www.shoresh.ca and
shoreshprograms.blogspot.
com.

Slingshot's mission
is to strengthen innovation
in Jewish life by developing
next-generation funders
and providing resources to
leverage their impact in the
Jewish community.
Slingshot addresses its mis-
sion through two strategic
focus areas:  engaging next-
generation funders in Jewish

(Please turn to page 21)   

We Join in Extending Holiday Greetings to Our

Jewish Friends and Customers throughout

Metropolitan Toronto, North York, York Region 

and Halton-Peel.

May your Chanukah celebration be a joyous one.

A J LANZAROTTA 

WHOLESALE FRUIT AND 

VEGETABLES LTD.

SUPPLYING RESTAURANTS, HOTELS,

INSTITUTIONS AND CATERERS

We guarantee the highest quality of fresh 

www.ajlanzarotta.com

1000 Lakeshore Road  East Mississauga  

905 891-0510

No charge Dial   1-800-361-4519

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of

METROPOLITAN TORONTO AND AREA
On the Occasion of

CHANUKAH
May your celebration be a joyous one 

for family and friends. SHORESH’S KAVANAH GARDEN IN VAUGHAN
NAMED ONE OF NORTH AMERICA’S MOST

INNOVATIVE JEWISH PROJECTS
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ARAB SPRING AND

THE MEDIA
LIVE BY THE MEDIA, DIE BY THE MEDIA

By DOVID EFUNE

We Join in Extending Greetings to Our
Jewish Friends and Customers throughout

Metropolitan Toronto and Area
On the Occasion of

CHANUKAH
May your Festival of Lights holiday be a
joyous celebration for family and friends.

The Author is the director of the Algemeiner Journal
and the GJCF and can be e-mailed at defune@gjcf.com.
Readers can visit www.algemeiner.com for more information.
- The Editor

We Extend Greetings and Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of the GTA

On the Occasion of
CHANUKAH

May your holiday celebration be a joyous 
occasion for family and friends.

It is still unclear and
appearing increasingly
unlikely that the popular
Arab uprisings of last spring
will amount to any signifi-
cant progress towards the
creation of free and open
societies. The elementary
mistake that so many seem
to make is that 'elections
equal democracy,' but, as
Natan Sharansky writes in
his famed book The Case for
Democracy, "elections are
not the true test of democ-
racy, and are never the
beginning of the democratic
process." What value is an
election with one choice on
the ballot, or many choices
but a terrorized electorate,
alternatively, less terror,
more choices but complete-
ly controlled access to infor-
mation?

He writes, what is
first necessary before free

elections can be held, is
"free press, the rule of law,
independent courts and
political parties." Of these
preconditions, free media is
the first and most important
in securing a smooth transi-
tion to democracy, as its
purpose is to serve as the
tool by which all the others
are guaranteed.

As has been well
documented, the organiza-
tion and coordination of the
various groups of revolu-
tionaries throughout the
Arab world was largely
made possible as a result of
the relatively recent democ-
ratization of information. It
was applied through vari-
ous social media platforms
such as Facebook and twit-

ter. Simply put, whereas in
the past, media tools were
only available to a select
few, today everybody has
access to them.

It follows, that in
seeking to ascertain the
direction in which the 'Arab
Spring' is headed, and the
likelihood of the emergence
of true democratic societies
in the three countries that
have implemented regime

(Please turn to page 15)
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B O O K S  I N

R E V I E W
ART SPIEGELMAN AND THE HOLOCAUST

Reviewed by STUART NULMAN

My first encounter
with Art Spiegelman’s
unconventional, yet searing
account of his father
Vladek’s survival of the Nazi
Holocaust in his native
Poland, which he called
Maus, was quite by acci-
dent. 

It happened 35
years ago in 1976, when I
stumbled upon the original
three-page work which
appeared in an under-
ground comic anthology
called “Comix Book”. What
intrigued me was his
unique approach to the
memoir of a Holocaust sur-
vivor, in which the Jews
were mice and the Nazis
were cats (in a more tragic
version of the classic cat-
and-mouse confrontation).
How Spiegelman used the
comic book medium, and
two cartoon animals that I
was used to seeing in Tom &
Jerry cartoons  so dramati-
cally, stayed with me for a
long time.

Imagine my sense of
anticipation when I ordered
volume one of the book ver-
sion of Maus from the
Quality Paperback Book
Club 10 years later.  To my
surprise, Spiegelman
expanded that three-page
comic strip story to a book
that not only pioneered the
graphic novel genre, but
has become one of the pre-
mier works in the long list of
important books dealing
with the horrors of the
Holocaust. The novel has
reached out to future gener-
ations who might otherwise
have forgotten the broad
tragic scope of the Nazis’
“Final Solution” for
European Jewry.

To Spiegelman, the
mega success of both Maus
books have been a blessing
and a curse, both personal-
ly and professionally (a
Pulitzer Prize, best seller
status and translated into
at least 20 languages). But
now, he has produced a
book that is a perfect com-
panion piece to Maus (which
is being reissued in a 25th
anniversary edition single
volume),  called Meta Maus.

Meta Maus effective-
ly answers the three main
questions that Spiegelman
has been constantly asked
by fans, critics and the
media alike: why the
Holocaust, why mice and
why comics?

Through a series of
interviews that he conduct-
ed with University of
Chicago associate professor

(Please turn to page 21)

We Extend Greetings to Our Jewish Friends
throughout Metropolitan Toronto, North York,

York Region and Halton-Peel.
May your Festival of Lights celebration 

be a joyous one.

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the 
Jewish Community of

METROPOLITAN TORONTO AND AREA
On the Occasion of

CHANUKAH
May your celebration be a joyous one for

family and friends.

We Extend Best Wishes

for Chanukah to our

Jewish Friends

and Customers.

May your Festival of

Lights celebration be a

joyous occasion for

family and friends.
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T R AV E L
T A L E S

HELPFUL HINTS FOR THE JEWISH TRAVELLER

By MIKE COHEN

night booking at the
Smugglers’ Notch Resort.
Given the fact this was
nearly an eight hour drive
from Toronto, it did not
make a lot of sense to arrive
there in the late evening.
Burlington was on our
radar screen, particularly
for its excellent shopping,
so we elected to head direct-
ly there. It is only 45 min-
utes from Smugglers’ Notch
and Stowe, known as four
season destinations.

WHERE TO STAY:
This was actually our sec-
ond trip in as many years to
Burlington, as we stopped
there on the way back from
Cape Cod a year ago. One of
the incentives to return, in
fact, was the Doubletree
Hotel Burlington
(www.burlington.double-
tree.com). Located  just off
I-89  on Williston Road and
near the airport,  this is a
large and attractive proper-
ty. All standard guestrooms

(Please turn to page 18)

We Take Pleasure in Again Extending 

Chanukah Holiday Greetings to the 

Jewish Community and to 

Our Jewish Friends and Customers

May your celebration be a joyous one

for family and friends.

BACK TO BURLING-
TON: During my many trips
to Burlington, Vermont over
the years, I always made the
easy two hour drive from
Montreal. But since my
summer travels took me to
Toronto first, we headed
down Highway 401, crossed
over a bridge to New York
State after Brockville and
took an interesting seven
plus hour route to our des-
tination. When we arrived at
the wonderful Doubletree
Tree Burlington Hotel we
noticed  a lot of Ontario
plates in the lot. We had
booked a trip to nearby
Smugglers’ Notch Resort
and felt that a few days in
Burlington would quench
our thirst for some good
shopping.

My most recent visit
to Burlington was an inter-
esting one. We had actually
started off our trip in
Toronto.  The way the
schedule worked out, our
next stop was to be a five 

Best Wishes and Happy Chanukah 

to the Jewish Community of Toronto.
May your celebration be a happy and healthy

one for friends and family.

www.minto.com
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E C O N O M I C

P A I N

Hebrew Union College went
into non-congregational
positions.  A year later that
number rose to 45 percent.
The same scenario is taking
place within the
Conservative movement.
Before 2008 the
Conservative movement’s
Rabbinical Assembly said
that at New York’s Jewish
Theological Seminary and
Los Angeles’ Ziegler School
of Rabbinic Studies, 26 of
the 36 graduates found pul-
pit positions.  Of the 42
graduates in 2009, however,
only 22 found employment
at a synagogue.  “The real
tragedy”, says Rabbi Elliot
Schoenberg, the RA’s asso-
ciate director and inter -

(Please turn to page 23)

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the

Jewish Community of Metropolitan Toronto and Area

on the Occasion of

CHANUKAH

May your Festival of Lights celebration be a joyous

one for family and friends.

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to Our 
Jewish Friends and Residents.

METROPOLITAN TORONTO AND AREA
On the Occasion of

CHANUKAH
May your celebration be a joyous one for

family and friends.

“It’s not the best
time for rabbinical employ-
ment”, says Rabbi Richard
Hirsch, the executive direc-
tor of the Reconstructionist
Rabbinical Association.
Adds Rabbi Steven Fox,
chief executive of the
Central Conference of
American Rabbis, the
Reform movement’s rab-
binical association, “Rabbis
are working as chaplains, in
hospitals, at Hillels on col-
lege campuses, at day
schools and in the military”.
Few do so by choice.  Most
graduates are hoping that
eventually a pulpit job will
open up.

In 2007 only 13 per-
cent of graduates from the
Los Angeles campus of the

We Extend Best Wishes on the Occasion of

CHANUKAH

to our Jewish Friends and Patrons.

We wish you and your family a joyous 

Festival of Lights celebration.

GRADUATE RABBIS HAVING TOUGH TIME

By ANITA SURMAN
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We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the Jewish
Community of Metropolitan Toronto, North York,

York Region and Halton-Peel
On the Occasion of

CHANUKAH
May your Festival of Lights celebration 

be a joyous one.

his body, moves forward,
his hands clenching two
grenades. Two of the men
in robes fly at him and
wrestle him to the ground,
knees in back, as they dis-
arm him.

It looks like a scene
from a low-budget action
film, complete with smoke
grenades and onlookers
slipping into the frame like
loose boom microphones.
But it’s the final drill in a
week-long course for pro-
tection specialists learning
how to behave in the high-
risk Middle East environ-
ment. The participants
were reenacting a real
incident at a UN installa-
tion not long ago, except
that it was staged near
Israel’s border with the
Gaza Strip.

“When you neutral-
ize a suicide bomber, you
don’t need to kill them.
You don’t need to give him
a bullet if he is still alive
and, anyhow if you have to
give him the bullet, it has
to be in the right place
because otherwise you
might hit the explosives,”
explains instructor Mirza
David.

With unrest in the
Arab world now in its sev-
enth month and no end in
sight, there’s growing
demand for personal secu-
rity experts from govern-
ment officials and busi-
ness people. Over two
dozen people came to
Israel to learn from former
members of the country’s
secret services. They got
instruction in not only how
to carry a weapon and dis-
arm an attacker but how
to look and act like a local.

But don’t call them
bodyguards.

“It’s a protection
counter-terrorism special-
ist and, no, we don’t do
body guarding. We do
guard VIPs, but that is
just one aspect. A small,
small aspect to what we
do. It can go all the way
from guarding convoys in
the Middle East to guard-
ing an actor or actress in
Hollywood. It’s very
broad,” says Daniel Hout,
an American currently
working in Afghanistan.

Mirza David, chief
executive officer of the
International Security
Academy (ISA), the compa-
ny running the course,
believes the chaos will last
“more than a decade.” In
the meantime, countries
need to keep their govern-
ments and economies
functioning, which
requires experts such as
business people, engineers
and policy makers to be
there on the ground.

“Without protection
specialists, nobody will
enter,” David says. “You
cannot improve the econo-
my in a developing area if
nobody is protecting you.”

On this training
base run by ISA, they  are
tapping into Israel’s
unique experience in deal-
ing with these threats and
learning counter-terrorism
techniques like convoy and
VIP protection. The week-

We Take Great Pleasure in Again Extending 

Best Wishes to Our Jewish Friends throughout

Metropolitan Toronto and Area for a

Joyous Chanukah celebration.

We would be pleased to help you plan your next

“simcha”.

Featuring magnificent antique billiard tables,

fine cuisine and attentive staff

The Academy’s elegant setting is the perfect

backdrop for your Bar or Bat Mitzvah, wedding,

anniversary or engagement party

#1 Snooker Street (formerly Hanna Avenue)

416-532-2782

www.sphericalarts.com

ARAB SPRING AND THE BODYGUARD
(Continued from page 4)

We Wish All Our

Jewish Friends

and Customers 

throughout the GTA

A Joyous Chanukah

Celebration for

family and friends.

(Please turn to following page)
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Happy Chanukah to Our 
Jewish Friends and Customers

throughout the GTA

We Wish All Our Jewish

Friends and Residents

A joyous Chanukah celebration for

family and friends.

ARAB SPRING AND THE BODYGUARD
(Continued from preceding page)

long course on familiariza-
tion with the Arab-Islamic
world was preceded by
three weeks of armed and
unarmed tactical response
training. 

While learning how
to look and act like an
Arab, the students have
gone unshaven and dress
the part. They even were
taken on a ride on the
desert “Ferrari,” a grunting
camel, and learned rudi-
mental Arabic phrases
that will allow them to do
their job.

David, a chunky,
gregarious former high-
ranking Israeli security
officer, struts into the
Bedouin tent and says in
his booming voice: “Repeat
after me, ‘Amn al-ard.’”

The crowd of mostly
Europeans with a smatter-
ing of Africans and Asians
reply, “Amn al-ard.”  It’s
the Arabic for security on
the ground.

“You repeat this to
let people know you are
there when you secure an
area,” David says.

Out here, far away
from prying eyes, ISA
instructors teach Israeli
tactics. It is based on an

aggressive philosophy, one
that requires you first
neutralize the threat and
then evacuate the VIP.

With this kind of
audience, representatives
of Israel Military
Industries (IMI), the state-
owned weapons manufac-
turer, couldn’t pass up the
chance at making a sales
pitch. Tossing about the
micro-Uzis and Tavor
assault rifles of various
sizes, they demonstrated
their lethality and offered
them loaded to students to
pop off a few rounds.

Some of these men
already work as close-pro-
tection bodyguards for the
world’s leaders or leading
business people.

Feti Fanaj, 31, a
former bodyguard for
Albania’s prime minister,
says he sought out exper-
tise for his new security
business and was drawn
to the course due to
Israel’s reputation. 

“We have Albanian
investors working in Iraq
and Afghanistan. The idea of
close protection in high-risk
zones makes them feel con-
fident with us,” Fanaj says.

“Some of those dic-

We Extend Best Wishes to the Jewish Community
and to Our Jewish Friends and Clients

On the Occasion of
CHANUKAH

May your celebration be a joyous occasion.

We Join in Extending Best Wishes

On the Occasion of

CHANUKAH

to the Jewish Communities of 

Metropolitan Toronto, North York and York Region.

It is always our privilege to serve you.
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We Extend Best Wishes for Chanukah to

Our Jewish Friends and Customers 

throughout the GTA

May your celebration be a joyous occasion for

family and friends.

CO - OP

CABS

416-504-2667
SERVING THE GTA

We Join in Wishing the 
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THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT’S DECISION TO
permit additional housing units in Ma’ale
Adumim, Israel’s third largest West Bank com-
munity, has again sparked the usual outrage in
Ramallah and been criticized in Washington as
“not being helpful” to the chances of the resump-
tion of talks.

tatorial governments have
fallen very recently, and
that’s going to create new
chaos and confusion in the
market and is also going to
create some instability in
the market so I think there
will be more incidents of
terrorist attacks and
such,” says Venky Raman,
CEO of Singapore-based
Homeland Security and
Defense, who also taking
the course.

Their background
is diverse, from police to
military, even a former
French Legionnaire. They
will go on to work for gov-
ernments and private
security contractors.
Julian Douet, 37, an
Austrian who was born
and raised in Lebanon,
says he left his family’s
restaurant business to
answer a calling. 

“For this profes-
sion, you have to do it with
heart and soul and the
body for sure. It’s an
instinct which had lay dor-
mant inside me. I needed
someone to wake it up and

they did it,” Douet says.
Multilingual, Douet

is confident his meager
resume isn’t going to pre-
vent him from getting a
job.

“There are a lot of
European business people
and they would like to
come and continue their
business in the Middle
East. Now it’s impossible
to go alone and that’s why
they need our protection,”
he says.

Hyacinth Turnoe, a
bodyguard for Nigeria’s
minister of commerce,
says he’s anxious to share
what he learned with his
colleagues back home.

“Israel has brought
a standard of training that
everyone in the world will
have to emulate. I will take
what I learned from Israel
and impact on my fellow
colleagues to make them
perfect,” Turnoe says.

It’s an expensive
program, costing upwards
of 2,000 euros a week. But
this can be a lucrative pro-

(Please turn to following page)
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ARAB SPRING THE THE BODYGUARD
(Continued from preceding page)

fession earning thousands
of euros a day. Just don’t
call them mercenaries.

“This has nothing
to do with soldiers of for-
tune. We aren’t mercenar-
ies, nothing like that. We
are here to protect against
global terror, from sea to
sea and from country to
country. This is what we
are here for,” says the
American Hout. 

But David sees the
connection, even if he dis-

HARCOURTS LIMITED
ROBEMAKERS
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LEGAL, ACADEMIC, CLERICAL,

REGALIA
FINE “MADE-TO-MEASURE” SUITS

19 DUNCAN STREET - 3RD FLOOR
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P-416-977-4408  F-416-977-3856

INFO@HARCOURTS.COM
WWW.HARCOURTS.COM

We Join in Wishing
Our Jewish Friends
and Customers

throughout the GTA
A Joyous Chanukah
Celebration for
your family 
and friends.

agrees with the semantics.
“Yes, this is a pro-

fession that has existed for
thousands of years. Once
it was called a musketeer,
or a samurai. Today, it‘s a
modern protection and
counter-terrorism special-
ist,” he says. “Those who
call these guys mercenar-
ies really don’t appreciate
the risk these people are
taking in order to protect
their interests in this
world.”

•
REMAINING SILENT

(Continued from page 5)

mittee's budget.
Christian Scientists,

although small in number,

"that instead of inviting fur-
ther complications by relax-
ing our immigration laws,
these laws be maintained or
even further tightened." 

A few months later,
refugee advocates proposed
legislation to help German
Jews that could not be con-
strued as undermining
America's economy. The
Wagner-Rogers bill would
have admitted 20,000 chil-
dren--too young to compete
with American citizens for
jobs. Yet even then,
Christian Century found a
reason to oppose helping
the Jews:  "Admitting
Jewish immigrants”, it said,
“would only exacerbate
America's Jewish problem."

One notable
Christian response to
Kristallnacht was an initia-
tive by the U.S. branch of
the Young Women's
Christian Association
(YWCA).  Less than two
weeks after the pogrom, it
established a Committee on
Refugees, which undertook
information campaigns
aimed at persuading the
public that refugees were
loyal and hardworking.
Unfortunately, the YWCA's
national board soon lost
interest in the project and
declined to fund it.
According to Prof. Haim
Genizi, the American
Jewish Committee ended up
providing much of the com-
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had the opportunity to exer-
cise influence through their
mass-circulation newspa-
per, the Christian Science
Monitor. But true to their
church's emphasis on the
potential of prayer to heal
all ills, the Monitor's editors
argued that in response to
Kristallnacht, "prayer...will
do more than any amount of
ordinary protests to heal the
hate released in the last few
days and to end injustices
and excesses practiced in
the name of anti-Semitism.”

The Monitor did
acknowledge that "finding
havens for [the] refugees"
was a necessity, but
refrained from suggesting
that America should serve
as one of those havens.

One of the few con-
sistently strong Christian
voices in the aftermath of
Kristallnacht was that of
Utah Senator William King,
a former missionary who
was arguably  the  most  

prominent Mormon in
America at the time. While
President Roosevelt only
recalled the U.S. ambas-
sador from Germany tem-
porarily for “consultations,”
Senator King urged the
administration to complete-
ly break off U.S. diplomatic
relations with Hitler.  While
FDR said that liberalization
of America’s immigration
quotas was “not in contem-
plation,” King introduced
legislation to open Alaska to
Jewish refugees. 

Sadly, Senator
King's initiatives attracted
almost no support from
America's churches. The
response of most  Christian
leaders to Kristallnacht, like
the response of the
Roosevelt administration
and most of the American
public, was, in the words of
Prof. Henry Feingold, "no
more than a strong specta-
tor sympathy for the under-
dog."

the situation is unique.
Dr. Adel Iskandar, of

the Center for
Contemporary Arab Studies
at Georgetown University,
considered an expert on
Arab media (he is also a
man with whom I strongly
disagree on a number of
issues) told me that in all
three countries, "the gov-
ernment's effectiveness in
controlling information has
decreased, and there is a
popularity of messages that
are of a dissident nature."

Tunisia has high lit-
eracy rates, and about 30%
of the populace has access
to the internet. There are no
restricted websites, and 20-
30 independent newspapers
have been launched within
the past 6 to 8 months. Two
of the newspapers are
owned by the new govern-
ment. Iskandar scores the
freedom of information level
at 90% (Ten points above
his score for the United
States).  Based on this ev-

(Please turn to following page)

We Extend Best Wishes for
CHANUKAH

to Our Jewish Friends and Clients throughout
Metropolitan Toronto and Area

May your holiday be a joyous occasion and the
year ahead a happy and healthy one.

•
ARAB SPRING AND THE MEDIA

(Continued from page 7)

change, Egypt, Libya and
Tunisia, the 'state of the
media' should serve as a
sound barometer.  In each
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aluation it is fair to say that
the fledgling democracy is
likely to thrive.

In Egypt, the State
media formerly controlled
by ousted President Hosni
Mubarak is now in the
hands of the Supreme
Military Council. In-
famously the TV network
blatantly attempted to
cover up a massacre of
Coptic Christians perpe-
trated by the controlling
military. Iskandar says
that this was an "act of sui-
cide" for the station and
will result in "continued
loss of credibility." A tug of
war persists between the
Interim Government and
the Military, the outcome of
which remains to be seen.
Some 25% of the populace
has internet access and
over 5 million people have
Joined Facebook in the last
year. The future of
Egyptian democracy
remains a tossup, leaning
slightly in favor of open-
ness with a current 60%
freedom of information
score.

The situation in
Libya is far less clear as
there is little media coming
out of the country in gener-
al. Whilst infrastructure for
new TV networks has
sprouted, the National
Transitional Council has
taken control of state media
and there is no criticism of
the current government.
There are a number of clan-
destine news networks that
have sprung up, as well as
some newspapers, internet
access is intermittent and
uncertain. Iskandar puts
Libya's freedom of informa-
tion score at 40%.

The real question
however, is how all this will
impact the Arab-Western
relations. In a general sense
there is an assumption that
if democracy takes hold in
Arab countries, peace will
flourish. Sharansky  strong-
ly makes the case for this in
his book, saying “democra-

ARAB SPRING AND THE MEDIA
(Continued from preceding page)

We Take Pleasure in Wishing the
Jewish Community of

METROPOLITAN TORONTO AND AREA
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cies don't go to war with one
another." Freedom of infor-
mation in the Arab world,
with the notable exception
of Lebanon, on whatever
level, is a new phenomenon,
the impact of which
remains to be seen.

There have been
however a number of strong
indicators that whereas rig-
orous internal discourse in
the Arab media may allow
for more critical public
debate, there are other
influencing forces that do
not bode well for the West.

Al Jazeera has long
been considered an inde-
pendent instrument to mea-
sure the pulse on the Arab

(Please turn to page 18)
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INVESTING IN THE
NATION’S FUTURE

HIS NAME IS SYNONYMOUS WITH TZEDUKAH
and once again Seymour Schulich has shown his
commitment to Canada and Israel.  The Schulich
Leader Scholarships is a $100 million investment
designed to ensure that Canadians and Israelis
youngsters become our  future leaders in global
scientific research and innovation.  All graduating
high school and CEGEP students in Canada and
Israel planning to study STEM subjects, science,
technology, engineering and mathematics in uni-
versity, will be eligible to become a Schulich
Leader.  Each candidate chosen will receive a
$60,000 four year-scholarship with annual pay-
ments of $15,000.  “My hope” says Schulich, “is
that after a successful pilot this initiative will help
ensure Canada and Israel are at the forefront of
excellence and research for generations to come.”
Twenty Canadian and five Israeli universities will
be invited to participate in the program. Each will
award one Schulich Leader in the first year for a
total of 25, the number rising to 75 students by
2014.  Sixteen hundred high schools in both coun-
tries will send in their nominations.  Ultimately the
endowment  will  generate $5 million annually and
be indexed to inflation.
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street, and although taking
controversial positions on a
number of internal Arab
issues, it is almost uni-
formly anti-Western.
Iskandar confirms that "if
Al Jazeera were to change
its coverage, it would lose
its following." A former
employee tells me that from
Washington DC based pro-
gram editors, there is "very
much a feeling of 'let's crit-
icize what the US is doing
now,' and they often use
the line 'let's hold their
(American policy makers)
feet to the fire.'"

The US government
launched an Arabic media
channel called Al Hurra,
which according to a recent
Zogby poll has captured
less than 1% of the market.

The above men-
tioned institutionalized
massacre of Coptic
Christians in Egypt and the
pronounced lack of objec-
tion from the general popu-
lace serve as a strong indi-
cation that Islamist reli-
gious prejudices are by no
means diminished. This is
also indicated by the rise of
the Muslim Brotherhood in
Egypt and the election of a
“moderate” Islamist party in
Tunisia.

In truth, even if rig-
orous internal debate is fos-
tered, a society that doesn't
accept the fundamental
humanistic principle that
all men are created equal,
regardless of race religion or
creed has not yet earned the
title 'democracy.'

We Extend Best Wishes  for Chanukah 

to the Jewish Community and to 

Our Jewish Friends and Students.

May your Festival of Lights celebration be a 

joyous one for family and friends.

ARAB SPRING AND THE MEDIA
(Continued from page 16)

•
TRAVEL TALES

(Continued from page 9)

include the Sweet Dreams
bed, coffeemaker, hairdryer,
iron and ironing board,
refrigerator (great for those
keeping kosher), easy chair,
in-room remote printing,
Lodgenet with web access
and Game Cube, speaker-
phone and complimentary
wireless high speed internet
access.  In the suites there
is a main bedroom with a 

king size bed and flat screen
TV, separated by a door to a
spacious living room area
featuring a pullout couch, a
working desk with two
chairs and another flat
screen television. The bath-
room is accessed from the
living room area, which is
especially convenient for
families with small children
who needn’t wake up par-
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ents as they charge to use
the  facilities early in the
morning.

The hotel has a nice
pool, connected to an out-
door patio and an amazing
workout gym open 24 hours
a day. Its treadmills have
small television monitors

attached, with headphones,
making one’s workout so
much more pleasant. There
is an onsite restaurant
called Trader Duke’s.

We were greeted
with hot chocolate chip
cookies upon checking  in.
General Manager Rick
Milliken has been in the
local hotel industry for 33
years and converted the
hotel from a Clarion to a
Doubletree in 2005, at
which time 33 suites were
constructed. There are 161
in all. The hotel also has a
beautiful banquet and con-
ference centre.

DINING OUT: The
Sadie Katz Delicatessen
(www.sadiekatzdeli.com) is
located at 189 Bank Street,
just off Church. It is the
closest thing the city has to
a kosher restaurant. My
family and I thoroughly
enjoyed our lunch there.
Owner Glenn Walter opened
the establishment two and a
half years ago and the
Jewish-style diner has a
loyal following. You can
enjoy Meredith Mann’s
Matzoh Ball Soup, a
chopped chicken liver plate,
latkes and knishes.  Fresh
deli sandwiches are their
specialty.  There is also a
nice breakfast menu.

We were thrilled to
find an Outback
Steakhouse (www.out-
back.com) only minutes
from our hotel at 150
Dorset Street. This has
always been one of my
favorite chains.  Montreal’s
West  Island had a franchise
for about a  two year period
which we happily frequent-
ed. Why it shut down I still
do not understand. Well, if
you want to experience this
spot,  best known for grilled
steaks, chicken and
seafood, then Burlington
represents  the closest
opportunity for
Montrealers. Torontonians
can experience the Outback
in Niagara Falls.

The Outback also
offers a wide variety of crisp
salads and freshly made

(Please turn to following page)
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soups and sides. New cre-
ations and grilled classics
are made from scratch daily
using only the highest qual-
ity ingredients.   We had a
superb meal. I would rec-
ommend the steaks and a
number of fish selections.
Their  new menu actually
has a calorie count in
brackets for every single
item, which is great for folks
who are watching what they
eat. This Outback is open
seven days a week. Call
802-862-0003 for reserva-
tions.

SHOPPING: The
Church Street Marketplace
pedestrian mall is an amaz-
ing place to  shop. With
over 100 retail shops,
restaurants and street ven-
dors, this a popular desti-
nation for shopping, dining
and people watching.
Burlington Town Center is
considered Burlington's
premier indoor shopping
center, featuring an exciting
retail mix including J.Crew,
Pottery Barn, Williams-
Sonoma, Ann Taylor Loft,
Abercrombie & Fitch,
Aabercrombie, Aéropostale,
Gap/Gap Kids/Baby Gap,
Crabtree & Evelyn and
Macy's Department Store.

Then there is
University Mall,  Vermont's

largest enclosed shopping
center, with over 70 shops
and services. Here you can
choose from a wide selec-
tion of major department
stores like JC Penney, Sears
and the Bon-Ton. Within
walking distance you'll find
HomeGoods, Hannaford
Food & Drug and the Sears
Automotive Center. Plus,
there is plenty of free park-
ing! 

JEWISH COMMUNI-
TY: The state of Vermont
has about 5,000 people of
Jewish faith – 3,000 in
Burlington and 500 each in
Montpelier-Barre and
Rutland.  There are a num-
ber of synagogues, includ-
ing Temple Sinai (Reform),
Ohavi Zedek (Conservative)
and Chabad. Beth Jacob
Congregation is located in
Montpelier. The latter is not
affiliated with any move-
ment  and carries out pro-
gramming for reform,
reconstructionist, Jewish
Renewal, and conservative
followers Kosher food can
be found at t h e  P r i c e
C h o p p e r Supermarket
at 595 Shelburne Road.

Mike Cohen’s email
address is  info@mikeco-
hen.ca. Follow his travels at
www.sandboxworld.com/tr
avel. 

TRAVEL TALES
(Continued from preceding page)
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philanthropy and. growing
and supporting Jewish
innovation

The book, published

in hard copy and can be
downloaded for free down-
load at http://www.sling-
shotfund.org/.

SHORESH STAFF, FROM LEFT TO RIGHT, RISA
Alyson Cooper, Executive Director; Sabrina
Malach, Director of Outreach and Development;
and Kyla Landon, Lead Jewish Environmental
Educator. 

• Manufacturers of  Fireplace Accessories

• Railings, Gates• Blacksmithing
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DESERVING PRAISE
(Continued from page 6)

•
BOOKS IN REVIEW

(Continued from page 8)

of English Hilary Chute over
the course of four years,
Spiegelman answers these
three main questions, to
provide those who have
read and been fascinated
with Maus, the story behind
this monumental literary
creation and its painful evo-
lution.

Readers are given a
fascinating first-hand
account of this evolution in
both words and pictures.
We find out why Spiegelman
chose to portray Jews as
mice (based on the Nazis’
“dehumanization” of the
Jews, whom they saw as
nothing but vermin); his
decade-long quest to get his
father Vladek to recall all
those painful memories of
surviving the Holocaust,
especially as an inmate of
Auschwitz (the complete
transcripts of those inter-
views are included in the
book);  how he careful ly 

constructed the illustra-
tions (which were influ-
enced by the drawing styles
of early 20th century car-
toonist Winsor McKay and
MAD magazine creator
Harvey Kurtzman); the reac-
tions to Maus by readers
and critics after it was pub-
lished; and the meticulous
research he conducted to
maintain the historical
accuracy of Vladek’s first-
hand accounts. As well, the
book contains many prelim-
inary sketches and draw-
ings that have never been
seen before, which gives a
stark testimony to the
painstaking work
Spiegelman went through to
make Maus such a vivid
survivor memoir with a dif-
ference.

As well, the book is a
journey of self-discovery
and self-education, provid-
ing Spiegelman with a bet-

(Please turn to following page)
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ter understanding of the
unspeakable horror of the
Holocaust and the pain that
his parents were forced to
endure. 

‘The Holocaust just
wasn’t part of the public
conversation,” writes
Spiegelman. “As a kid, I can
remember my friends ask-
ing my mother about the
number on her arm, and
her saying it was a phone
number she didn’t want to
forget.”

That all changed
during the highly publicized
trial of Nazi war criminal
Adolf Eichmann in 1961.
Speigelman discovered a
paperback book about
Eichmann and his war
crimes, giving him his first
exposure to the many pho-
tos that were taken of the
atrocities in the concentra-
tion camps. This led him to
do further reading and con-
duct research on  the
Holocaust.  He poured
through the many Polish
language booklets about
the Holocaust his mother
collected after the war.  He
voraciously read many of
the important nonfiction
tomes and novels that were
released during the 1960s
and 1970s and quickly
became part of the
Holocaust canon, such as
Primo Levi’s Survival in
Auschwitz, Lucy
Dawidowicz’s The War
Against the Jews and
Tadeusz Borowoski’s This
Way For the Gas, Ladies
and Gentlemen. Once
armed with all that infor-
mation, Speigelman felt
ready to confront his father
in 1972 and conduct a
series of harrowing first
hand account interviews
that would form the basis of
the Meta Maus.

As well, the book
contains a bonus DVD that
contains  many special fea-
tures, including digital ver-
sion of both Maus books
that can be downloaded,
essays, Spiegelman’s Maus
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notebooks, interviews with
other survivors who knew
his mother Anja (who com-
mitted suicide in 1968),
videos of Spiegelman’s re-
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THE DRUZE VILLAGE OF MAJDAL SHAMS ON
the Syrian border.  The Druze have long been
considered to be loyal to Israel.  They serve in
the IDF,   but there have been some disquiet-
ing signs lately.  During the spring Nakba and
Naksa protests,  when 200 Palestinians living
in Syria, crossed the border into Israel and
went to the town center, some Druze in Majdal
Shams voiced their support for the protesters.
O thers in the community were more concerned
about the loss of tourism revenue during a
critical season.  As for the trouble in Syria
itself, it appears most Druze in Israel support
the current regime.

search trip to Auschwitz in
1987 and the audio record-
ings of his interviews with
Vladek Spiegelman.

Meta Maus is a book
that fans of Maus have been
anxiously awaiting for a
very long time. It’s a cathar-
tic look back at a very tal-
ented artist’s quest to tell a
difficult story by using the 

medium he knows best to
achieve the greatest impact
on his audience. After read-
ing Meta Maus, we can
clearly understand that this
two-volume “comic book”
was truly Art Spiegelman’s
“life’s work”.

Meta Maus by Art
Spiegelman  is published by
Pantheon and costs $40.

•
ECONOMIC PAIN

(Continued from page 10)

national director of place-
ment, “is that there is a lot
of unutilized talent and
training.  There are rabbis
who don’t have the opportu-
nity to build a Jewish
future.”

Even the Orthodox
movement has not been
immune to the economic
downturn. ”There is no
question that the market is

difficult”, says Rabbi Ronald
Schwarzberg, director of the
Morris and Gertrude
Bienenfeld Department of
Jewish Career Development
and Placement at Yeshiva
University’s Center for the
Jewish Future.  Many grad-
uates, Schwarzberg says,
have to work at odd jobs
while hoping to find a posi-
tion.  Some have gone back

to school to wait out the
poor economy.  

It will likely be at
least two years before syna-
gogues are able to hire
again. For now, the elimin-

ation of the assistant rabbi,
sometimes even the cantor,
is often the way synagogue
executives have chosen to
try to save money.  And if

(Please turn to page 25)
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MAGICAL

“KOSHER” PIES

FOR CHANUKAH
Pies have a

serendipitous appeal for
every taste bud, from Apple
Pie to Pumpkin Pie – from
Blueberry to Cherry, and
serendipitous tastes call for
serendipitous recipes,
including the one here for
Bonnie’s Pecan Pie.
Everyone has the ability to
enjoy this Wholly
Wholesome recipe including
pie lovers and special
dieters. Whether you’re
Vegan, Kosher or just inter-
ested in Organic and
Natural foods, you can find
a pie that suits you at
www.WhollyWholesome.
c o m / o r  w w w . F a c e
book.com/WhollyWholesome
<htt

Here is the recipe for
Aunt Bonnie Kosher Pecan
Pie.
½ cup sugar
1 cup corn syrup
4 tablespoons kosher butter
3 kosher eggs (beaten light-
ly)
1 teaspoon pure vanilla
extract
1 pinch salt
1 9” Wholly Wholesome Pie
Shell (White, Whole Wheat
or Spelt)

We Join in Extending Best Wishes On the Occasion of

Chanukah to Our Jewish 

Friends and Customers throughout 

Metropolitan Toronto and Area

May your Festival of Lights celebration be a joyous

occasion for family and friends.
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49 Denham Dr., Richmond Hill

905 889-6163

We Extend Best Wishes for

CHANUKAH

to the Jewish Communities of

METROPOLITAN 

TORONTO, 

NORTH YORK AND 

YORK REGION

May your celebration be 

a joyous occasion.

We are always pleased to

serve you.

2 Cups broken pecans (bro-
ken into small pieces)
60 Whole Pecan halves (for
top of pie)
Combine sugar and syrup
in a fry pan over a medium
heat for 5 minutes
Melt butter into mixture
Set aside to cool (if you’re in
a rush, put the pan on a
bed of ice in the sink)
Preheat oven to 400 deg F.
Once cooled, add eggs, salt
and vanilla
Fill pie shell with broken
pecans
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to save some nice small
ones for the center
Place on a piece of foil on
top of a cookie sheet and
place in the oven
Reduce oven to 350 deg F.
and bake for 50 minutes or
until pecans are nicely
toasted, but not burnt 

And enjoy.....

We Join in Extending Chanukah Greetings to
Our Jewish Friends and Customers 

throughout
Metropolitan Toronto, North York, 

York Region and Halton-Peel.
May your Festival of Lights celebration be 

a joyous one.

Happy Chanukah to the Jewish Community of

Metropolitan Toronto and Area

from your friends at

Pour syrup mixture over
pecans until it’s just below
the rim
Arrange pecan halves on top
starting with the largest
pecans around the outside
in a circle and using pro-
gressively smaller pecan
halves as you circles move
towards the center.  Be sure 

•
ECONOMIC PAIN

(Continued from page 23)

you are member of a con-
gregation who knows how to
speak Hebrew and just
happen to be able to play

a guitar, then the syna-
gogue wants you.
Meanwhile, graduate rabbis
can only sit and wait.

•
WORLD IN REVIEW

(Continued from page 3)

use his stage to make it
abundantly clear that his
“slip of the tongue” is not,
as the ignorant believe, a
compliment to Jews for
being “good at getting what
they want in negotiations”.

It’s worth noting,
too, that Taylor has actually
been to Israel and, as such,
should have known better.

Greek Jews
Ask for Help

It’s not just the
country that needs to be
bailed out.  Greece’s Jewish

community is also in dire
financial straights.
Benjamin Albelas, the pres-
ident of the Jewish commu-
nity of Athens, told Jewish
leaders that the organiza-
tion will not be able to pay
its bills by 2013 unless it
receives help from Jews
abroad.  “The financial situ-
ation, which as we know is
very bad, “ he said, “has
affected the Jewish commu-
nity very much and the

situation of the Athenian
Jewish community in
Athens is dire”.  There are

(Please turn to page 27)

Mr. Lube Extends CHANUKAH Holiday Greetings
to Our Jewish Friends and Customers throughout Metropolitan Toronto and Area
May your Festival of Lights Holiday be a joyous occasion for family and friends.
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SO YOU THINK YOU CAN COOK? LET’S FACE IT,
a boiled rgg or take out pizza just doesn't cut it.
Why not take the ManChef.ca Cooking Classes
with renowned chef Peter Graben. It’s a practical
cooking School in Toronto for Men. Man Chef.ca is
an informal "small group" setting designed to
guide “students” in the art of  cooking skills, from
beginners to Gourmet level. And just who has been
enjoying these private cooking events?  The
answer is media firms entertaining advertisers,
software companies hoping to build cross-division-
al rapport, securities firms hosting their clients,
stags, poker nights, pharmaceutical sales reps
corporate "team building” after national sales
meetings and law firms organizing events for
associates. Likewise, private cooking events have
proven to be a great way to celebrate birthdays,
anniversaries, engagements, showers, gradua-
tions and family reunions.  Some couples have
found that the culinary events are a great way to
entertain friends.  Manchef.ca hands-on is the
answer to your company’s or family’s on or off site
event.  Each event is custom designed to meet  the
needs of any size group, anytime, anywhere.
Ethnic flavour profiles and kosher cooking can be
arranged. Join Peter for fun and fabulous food.
Readers can send Peter an e-mail  at ManChef.ca
or call him 416-967-1818 for available dates.
ManChef.ca is a division of Peter Graben Caterers
www.petergrabencaterers.com

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of

METROPOLITAN TORONTO AND AREA
On the Occasion of

CHANUKAH
May your celebration be a joyous one 

for family and friends.

THE MANCHEF 

TEACHES MEN  THE
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CHANUKAH

to Our Jewish Friends and Clients.

Joins in Extending Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of Metropolitan Toronto,

North York Region & Halton Peel on the Occasion of
CHANUKAH

May your celebration be a joyous one. 
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Joins in Extending Best Wishes to the
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On the Occasion of

CHANUKAH

May your Festival of Lights holiday celebration be a
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EST 1954

Guardian To Be
“More Vigilant”

It will be some time
before Jews will be con-
vinced of its sincerity but
the  Guardian newspaper
has acknowledged that
those who claim that the
paper is “carrying material
that either lapses into lan-
guage resonant of anti-
Semitism or is, by its
nature, anti-Semitic” may
in some cases have a valid
point.  

Chris Elliot, the
paper’s readers’ editor,
admitted that there were
three articles in the past
few months which “could
be read as anti-Semitic”.
The articles included
“References to Israel/U.S.
‘global domination’ and
the term ‘slavish’ to
describe the U.S. relation-
ship with israel; and in an
article on a lost tribe of
Mallorcan Jews, what I
regarded as a gratuitous
reference to ‘the islands’s 

WORLD IN REVIEW
(Continued from page 25)

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to Our 

Jewish Friends and Customers 

throughout

METROPOLITAN TORONTO, NORTH YORK,

YORK REGION AND HALTON-PEEL

On the Occasion of

CHANUKAH

May your Festival of Lights holiday 

be a joyous one.

about 3000 Jews in Athens
- and some 6000 in Greece
altogether -  and Albelas’
organization runs a syna-
gogue, a school and a muse-
um.

The new property
tax, levied by the govern-
ment in an effort to raise
money, has been particular-
ly onerous.  The Jewish
community’s biggest source
of revenue is income from
real estate.  The problem is
compounded by the fact
that a lot of property is
vacant because people can-
not afford it, or tenants are
demanding large reductions
in rent.

Greek Jews have
appealed to the American
Joint Distribution
Committee for help.  The
JDC, which played a major
role in Argentina in 2001,
has begun auditing the
community’s finances.  A
loan may very well depend
on the Greek Jewish com-
munity’s own willingness to
balance its books.  The clos-
ing of a summer camp for
Jewish children is an indi-
cation of how painful the
cuts will be.

“chosen” on an item on
the release of Gilad Shalt.
“Chosenness in Jewish
theology”, Elliot wrote in
his column, “tends to
refer to the sense in which
Jews are ‘burdened’ by
religious responsibilities;
it  has never meant that

the Jews are better than
anyone else.  Historically
it has been antisemites,
not Jews, who have read
‘ c h o s e n ’  a s  a  c o d e
f o r  Jewish super
racism”.

Elliot stressed that
(Please turn to following page)

wealthier families.’” 
In another instance

a columnist used the term

ISRAEL’S SECURITY BARRIER NEAR THE WEST
Bank village of Bil’in. Israel’s Supreme Court
ruled that the route of the barrier near this village
must be modified as it infringes on Palestinian
land.
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the paper did not deliber-
ately publish anti-Semitic
material,  But even if
these examples are merely
“read as anti-Semitic”  the
Guardian has to be more
circumspect.  He wants
“reporters, writers and
editors to be more vigilant
to ensure our voice in the
debate is not diminished
because our reputation
has been tarnished.”

Kosher Catering
in U.S.Senate

We are not sure how
“kosher” U.S. Senators
Richard Blumenthal,
Barbara Boxer, Ben Cardin,
Dianne Feinstein, Al
Franken, Joe Lieberman,
Bernie Sanders or the other
six Jewish senators are, but
in all likelihood they would
prefer to see more than the
famous bean and ham soup
served in the Senate cafete-
ria.

Well, it could be that
their “prayers” have been
answered.  Restaurant
Associates, the contractor
that runs the chamber’s
food service, is looking into
options for kosher food with
different vendors.  No final
decision has yet been made
but it does appear that for
Senators who want those
Jewish delicacies, chicken
and kreplach soup are on
the way for the winter.

Romney’s
“Jewish” Connections

Republican presi-
dential candidate Mitt
Romney is hoping to appeal
to Jewish voters dissatisfied
with Barak Obama’s posi-
tion on Israel.  While his
Morman background may
disturb some Jews, he does
have a couple of “Jewish”
tidbits in his personal biog-
raphy which might over-
come resistance among
Jewish voters.  First, his
father, former Michigan
governor George Romney,
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family and friends.

WORLD IN REVIEW
(Continued from preceding page)
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Jewish Community of

Metropolitan Toronto and Area

On the Occasion of

CHANUKAH

was  a close friend of Max
Fisher who supported
Romney in 1968 before
moving on to Richard
Nixon.  Even more  interest-
ing is that the current pres-
idential candidate knows
I s rae l i  P r ime  M in i s t e r

(Please turn to page 30)

HAPPY CHANUKAH TO ALL OUR FRIENDS
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We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the

Jewish Community of

Metropolitan Toronto and Area

On the Occasion of

CHANUKAH

May our holiday celebration be a joyous occasion.

NATAN SHARANSKY MADE THE WISH OF
nine-old Racheli Berger come true when he met
with her at the Jewish Agency office in New York
City. Racheli, who suffered a stroke in July 2009,
was recently approved by the Make-A-Wish
Foundation, an organization that grants wishes to
children with life-threatening medical conditions.
Her wish was to go to Israel to meet her hero,
Natan Sharansky. When the family was informed
that due to State Department travel advisories the
Foundation does not send children to Israel, the
Jewish Agency stepped in. Mr. Sharansky, who
had recently participated in the Jewish
Federations of North America's General Assembly
in Denver, came to visit Racheli in New York. How
is it that a nine-year-old child's hero is one of the
great human rights activists of modern times?
Racheli's mother, Miriam, has the answer.   "When
I was growing up, I was very involved in causes
working to free Soviet Jews, and Natan
Sharansky was perhaps the best-known
refusenik.  I told my children the story of the
activist who spent nine years in the Gulag for
defying Soviet authorities and demanding the right
to emigrate to Israel." Racheli was enamored with
Sharansky’s story.  She has dolls named after him
and his wife Avital. She reenacts their reunion
after he was freed from prison and met up with his
wife in Frankfort, Germany. She even reenacts the
moment when, in a final act of defiance to the
Soviet regime,  Sharansky walked in a zigzag
towards the car that would take him to freedom,
despite being told by his captors to walk in a
straight line. At Racheli’s insistence, Miriam reads
sections of Sharansky’s memoirs aloud to her chil-
dren, and they have watched him in dozens of
videos online.  

We Wish Our Jewish Friends and Customers
throughout the GTA

A joyous Chanukah celebration

NATAN SHARANSKY
MAKES 9-YEAR-OLD'S

WISH COME TRUE
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WORLD IN REVIEW
(Continued from page 28)

Benjamin Netanyahu from
their days in the late 1970s
with the Boston Consulting
Group.  And for better or
worse, it was Romney who
introduced the current
Israeli leader to Fleur Cates,
Netanyahu’s second wife.

Barak Obama will
likely still capture much of the
Jewish vote next November.
But if Romney is the
Republican nominee, he will
not give up without a fight.

“Hebrew Hammer”
Wins MVP

Milwaukee Brewers’
outfielder Ryan Braun may
not be Jewish in the eyes of
some.  But he shares with
Hank Greenberg and Al
Rosen the nickname
“Hebrew Hammer” and has
been called  a  “significant
Jew” by one Jewish sports-
writer.    He is the son of an
Israel-born Jewish father,
whose family was destroyed
during the Holocaust, and a
Catholic mother.  For most
Jews that’s good enough to
be called the first Jewish
baseball player in nearly 50
years to win the National
League Baseball’s coveted
Most Valuable Player
Award.  Braun was also
Rookie of the Year in 2007.

Braun plays on the
Sabbath  and acknowledges
that he has never been
observant.  He did not have 
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a bar mitzvah and did not
celebrate the holidays.  But
he has embraced his Jewish
heritage and says he is
“proud to be a role model for
young Jewish kids”.  

The last Jewish
ballplayer to win the MVP
was Dodger great Sandy
Koufax in 1963.
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