small town New Year 2013_9x12_Layout 1 13-09-06 11:01 AM Page 1

1929 - 2013 Eighty-Four Years of Service to Canadian Jewry -www.thejewishstandardmag.com

SEPTEMBER 2013 ROSH HASHANAH 5774

#) % &'#%, #" $

small town New Year 2013_9x12_Layout 1 13-09-06 11:01 AM Page 2

2

The Jewish Standard, September 2013

MICHAEL HAYMAN
PUBLISHER AND
EDITOR
JULIUS HAYMAN
B.A., L.L.B.
EDITOR 1937-2000

Cover Photo
Jewish
and
Arab children learn
together in the school
system
at
Neve
Shalom - Wahat-alSalam. The community founded the first
Jewish-Arab bilingual
educational
system in the country. A binational
nursery,
kindergarten, primary and
junior high school
are all part of the
curriculum. Many of
the 200 children who
attend the schools
come from surrounding Arab and Jewish
villages. A visit to
the
community
should be a part of
every visitor’s Israel
itinerary.
The
Editor

ANITA SURMAN
Editor
General News
Section

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT NEVE SHALOM - WAHAT ALSalam go to www.nswas.org. The 39 room hotel website
is http://neveshalom-hotel.com/english/index.html
To reach the community’s offices e-mail rita@nswas.info
or bfenton@nswas.info

Neve Shalom - Wahat al-Salam
An Oasis of Hope
The all too prevalent hostility
between Israel’s Jews and their fellow Arab
citizens offers little comfort to those who
seek to pacify and not provoke.
An
Orthodox Jew is attacked near the
Damascus Gate in a wanton act of violence. The price tag vandals respond by
spray painting the slogan “Kahane was
right” on vehicles and buildings in Arab
and mixed neigbourhoods. An Arab cab
driver is beaten by two knife wielding
Jewish punks and an Arab woman is
punched while riding on the Jerusalem
Light Railway. Arab politicians talk of separation, not integration. And Jewish
racists threaten to torch the home of a
landlord if she rents an apartment to
Israeli Arabs.
Yet while the purveyors of hate
on both sides receive most of the publicity, there may, in fact, be room for cautious optimism. Sit in a restaurant in the
Mamilla Mall and observe Jewish and
Arab young women shopping, sometimes
together, in the same high end stores.
Ride the Light Railway and, despite the
occasional incident, see Jews and Arabs
sharing seats without giving it a second
thought. Go to the Israel Tennis Centre
and watch Jews and Arabs learning the
sport together. Drop in to the Leir Peace
Pre-School at the Jerusalem YMCA and
watch as Jewish and Arab pre-schoolers
play with one another, and begin to learn
about one another, under the watchful

eye of Jewish and Arab teache r s . A n d
then take a bus or taxi to Neve Shalom Wahat al-Salam and observe how a community of Jews and Arabs, though small
in number, offers hope that peaceful coexistence between Jew and Arab may not
be a pipedream.
Neve Shalom - Wahat al-Salam is
about half way between Jerusalem and Tel
Aviv. It was founded in the early 1970s and
today has 60 families, split evenly between
Arab and Jew. The ultimate goal is 140 families living in a community based on mutual
respect. The educational system, in addition
to the primary and secondary schools, also
includes the School for Peace, established in
1979. Some 60,000 Jews and Arabs from
across the country have participated in the
SFP programs. They do not, it must be
acknowledged, all speak with one voice. But
by sharing the same classroom, they come to
understand the importance of uniting against
those who would poison the spirit of tolerance.
Some would argue that the expectations of the men and women of Neve
Shalom - Wahat al-Salam, notwithstanding
their Nobel Peace Prize nominations, are far
beyond their reach. A day spent meeting
the community’s committed residents
just might convince the observer that
though the tread will surely be slow. They
may be justified in not despairing of hope.
It would surely be in Israel’s best interests
if this were a case in which the race was
not to the swift or the battle to the strong.
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THE WORLD IN REVIEW
NEWS OF THE RECENT PAST IS REVIEWED
By NOAH FREEDMAN
Rehabilitating the
Swastika
We do not know
how many readers have
ever heard of the Raeliens.
They were founded in 1974
and claim to have 70,000
members.
They believe
that a race of aliens called
the Elohim created the
earth and that journalist
Claude Vorilhon was the
prophet chosen to spread
their message. Their logo
is the swastika inside the
Star of David.
The
Raeliens
claim that the
swastika represents “infinity in time”, while the Star
of David represents “infinity in space”. They point
to a branch in Israel as
proof of their legitimacy.
The Raeliens are
upset with the negative
reputation of the swastika.
The goal of this “UFO religion” is to remove t h e
identification of the
swastika with the Third
Reich. They maintain that
long before Hitler chose
the swastika as the symbol
of his regime, it appeared
in China, Africa, and
South Asia. “As long as we
associate the swastika
with Hitler and the horrors
of the Nazi regime,” the
Raeliens maintain, “they
own it. We want it back”.
And so vacationers
on the beach in Long Island
looked up to see a light aircraft trailing a flag reading
“proswastika.org”. Thomas
Kaenzig, head of the proswastika movement, told
journalists that he was
“offended” because “our
symbol” is associated with
something negative.
Not everyone on
Long Island was thrilled
to see the airplane, The

group’s
website
says
thata cult activist carrying
a cart full of swastika signs
was attacked on the beach,
Israeli branch or not.

Rabbi Condemns
“Sam’s” Bar Mitzvah
Sam Horowitz’s bar
mitzvah in Dallas last year
was quite the event. There
was a dance number with
scantily clad girls entertaining the crowd to the music
of Christina Aquilera’s
“Show
Me
How You
Burlesque”. Sam himself
descended to the stage in
front of 15-foot high letters

spelling out his name. The
bar mitzvah boy is clad all
in white. He is surrounded
by less than fully clothed
dancers and his own dance
moves would be perfect for
a Las Vegas show.
So
famous has Sam Horowitz
become that he has even
appeared on Good Morning
America, where his dance
skills were in high demand.
All the glitz was too
much for Rabbi David
Wolpe of Temple Sinai in
Los Angeles. In a article in
the Washington Post’s “on
Faith” blog Wolpe called the
Horowitz bar mitzvah cele-

WHAT THE BOYCOTT PROPONENTS FAIL
to mention is that boycotting such Israeli companies as SodaStream would cost the
Palestinians dearly. Almost half of the 1300
workers at the above plant at Mishor Adumim
are Palestinians. They earn three times as
much as Palestinians do working for Palestinian
companies
in the West Bank.
“Product
labelling”
which
the
EU
and
the
Anglican/Lutheran hierarchy advocate will only
mean that relatively highly paid Palestinian
workers will lose their jobs. Pictured above a
taxi drops off a Palestinian worker at the
entrance to the SodaStream plant.

bration “egregious, licentious
and
thoroughly
awful.” “To turn a ceremony of spiritual maturation,”
Wolpe wrote, “into a Vegas
showgirl parade teaches a
child sexualization of spirit.
Bar Mitzvah means something and however beautiful
his religious ceremony may
have been, and however sincere the Judaism of his
family, it is drowned out by
the cymbal crash of hip
grinding libertinism.”
Wolpe
received
enough negative feedback to
retract “some” of his comments. He told readers he
wrote the article in a fit of
“White Heat” and he was
sorry he had insulted “a
child and those who love
him”.
He also acknowledged that it was somewhat
incongruous for a rabbi to
denounce excessive spending on bar mitzvah partying
when a seat at the front of
the sanctuary at Temple
Sinai runs about $4500.
But he did not back down
on his opposition to “pricey
and lewd” bar and bat mitzvah parties. “Something is
broken in our Jewish souls”
said the rabbi.
Rabbi
Steven
Pruzansky, an Orthodox
rabbi in Teaneck, N.J. had
another take on Wolpe. He
accused the Reform rabbi of
“intolerance masquerading
as piety”, someone who does
not believe that the Biblical
Exodus occurred the way it
is portrayed in the Torah”.
Rabbi Pruzansky’s criticism
no doubt stemmed from the
Reform rabbi’s support for
same sex marriage.
Wolpe confessed that
he does not ask his own
congregants about the bar
mitzvah party. “Perhaps I
should”. he admitted.
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ARAB IDOL SUPERSTAR AND HIS RESIDENCY
By DIANA ATALLAH, MEDIA LINE
Celebrities around
the world frequently change
their place of residence for
reasons much less compelling than meeting the
needs of their career. But
when the celebrity in question is leaving the Gaza
Strip for the West Bank,

unimagined complications
emerge, as the newest
Palestinian superstar is
finding out.
Israel, which controls the movement of
Palestinians between Gaza
and the West Bank, has just
announced that it has given
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approval for Mohammed
Assaf, winner of the Arab
world’s franchise of the
international “Idol” television phenomenon, and his
family, to change their residency from the Gaza Strip
to the West Bank. Assaf, for
whom travel will now play a
large part in his life, will no
longer
require
the
Palestinian
Civil
Administration to ask for
Israel’s permission for the
singer to leave Gaza.
As a part of the contract he signed upon winning Idol, Assaf’s actual residence will be in Dubai. But
according to his aides in
Ramallah, he will always
want to come back to the
Palestinian Territories.

“It's easier for him to
travel within the West Bank
having
his
residency
changed especially when he
is invited to perform in several concerts in Ramallah,
Bethlehem, Jericho, etc.”,
they told The Media Line.
Assaf can also return to
Gaza, but to do so he will
need to apply to Israel for a
permit.
But many people
here believe that he will
never go back to the Gaza
Strip. “Why would he go
back? There is nothing for
him to do there,” Omar
Adel, a Ramallah-based
computer engineer told The
Media Line.
With Israel still in
control of movement there,
Gazans cannot travel to the
West Bank unless they are
given a permit by Israel.
Those who wish to travel
abroad can ask for a permit
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JERUSALEM AND
Formula 1 racing may
seem like an odd combination but the June
event brought out an
estimated 100,000 Jews
and Arabs to watch the
cars
roar
around
Jerusalem streets.
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HONESTREPORTING CANADA KEEPS CBC
ON ITS TOES
By MIKE FEGELMAN
The author is Executive Director of Honest Reporting
Canada. The organization seeks to promote fairness and
accuracy in the Canadian media’s coverage of Israel. For
more information readers can visit www.honestreporting.ca
- The Editor
In the afternoon of settlements may constitute
August 8, CBC News an issue that needs to be
Anchor Andrew Nichols resolved in final status
incorrectly stated the fol- negotiations, they are not
lowing: “In other news, the the “main sticking point”.
U.S. State Department Palestinians in the past
announced this afternoon have claimed that they were
that
Israeli-Palestinian a main sticking point, but
peace talks will resume a they have since dropped
week from today. The next their precondition that setmeeting
will
be
in tlement building cease prior
Jerusalem on August 14. to the resumption of peace
The main sticking point talks. Additionally, there
continues to be the expan- are a myriad of issues that
sion of Jewish settlements have
plagued
Mideast
in the west bank.”
peace, including but not
This statement was limited to discussions about
false in a number of ways. the 1967 lines, refugees,
For starters, while Jewish accepting Israel as a Jewish
state, security, water, etc.
The Israelis certainly
%+ 5/4 /4 =9+4*/4do not see the expansion of
+89 %/8.+8
Jewish settlements in the
4 9.+ ))'8/54 5,
west bank as a “main stick!
!
ing point.” This is or better
yet was the Palestinian
95 5:7 +</8. ,7/+4*8
position. Either way, it is
9.75:-.5:9
wrong and unfair for the
"
CBC
to
parrot
the
!#
Palestinian position and
'> >5:7 >+'7 (+ '
present it as fact to CBC
viewers. Had the CBC refer.'66> '4* .+'29.> 54+
enced this statement in
attribution that would have
been fair, but the CBC did
not.
So HonestReporting
Canada called on CBC to
take corrective action to set
the record straight. Within
hours of receiving our complaint, Jack Nagler, the
CBC’s
Director
of
Journalistic
Public
Accountability
and
Enlightenment, acknowl-
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COMIC SATIRIZES PEACE PROCESS
By LINDA GRADSTEIN, MEDIA LINE
Suppose that Israeli
President Shimon Peres and
the late Palestinian leader
entered therapy together.
“What keeps you up
at night?” the American
therapist asks the 90-yearold Israeli President in a
soothing voice.
“My prostate, heartburn, and Iran – to bomb or
not to bomb?” Peres an-

swers in his characteristic
Polish accent.
So he then turns to
Arafat. “You’re in a safe
place here,” she promises.
“He is trying to kill
me – to poison me!” Arafat
yells about Peres. Many
Palestinians still believe
that Israel poisoned Arafat,
who died in 2004.
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A LARGE CONCRETE FENCE AND THE BARBED
wire structure seen above haven’t fully protected
the 30 families who live on kibbutz Karem
Shalom on the Gaza border. In fact, just a few
meters from where this photo was taken Gilad
Schalit was kidnapped. Hamas terrorists tunnelled underneath the wall and fence.
But
despite the obvious danger, life goes on at the
kibbutz. Indeed, for the first time in many years,
the number of families moving to Karem Shalom
is greater than those heading for safer ground.
Meanwhile, the fence between Karem Shalom
and Eilat covering the whole of the Sinai border,
is nearing completion
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HELPFUL HINTS FOR THE JEWISH TRAVELLER
By MIKE COHEN
WHISTLER, BC: My
family and I recently made
our first visit to Whistler
(www.tourismwhistler.com),
less than a two hour drive
from Vancouver and one of
the host cities of the 2010
Winter Olympics.
There are many
things to do in the Village,
located at the base of the
lifts. This makes access to
Whistler and Blackcomb

Mountains convenient for
skiing, snowboarding and
sightseeing. The year-round
population
of
Whistler
Resort is almost 10,000 permanent residents.
The ski season in
Whistler typically begins
around the third weekend in
November, coinciding with
the American Thanksgiving.
From that point on, both

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the
Jewish Communities of Hamilton and Burlington
On the Occasion of
ROSH HASHANAH
May your year be blessed with peace and prosperity.
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We Take Pleasure in Extending
New Year Greetings to Our Jewish Friends
May your year be a happy and healthy one.

TAKING LEGAL ACTION AGAINST THOSE WHO
SUPPORT BOYCOTTING ISRAELIS
Submitted by SHURAT HA-DIN, ISRAEL LAW CENTER
AN Israeli civil rights
group has launched legal
action against Jake Lynch,
the head of the University of
Sydney's Centre for Peace
and Conflict Studies, in the
Human Rights Commission,
alleging his support for the
boycott, divestment and
sanctions movement contravenes the racial discrimination act.

Associate Professor
Lynch last year refused to
assist Dan Avnon, the
author of the only joint
civics curriculum for Jewish
and Arab school students,
to undertake work at the
university as a representative of an Israeli institution.
Shurat
HaDin,
which models itself on the

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the
Jewish Communities of Hamilton and Burlington
On the Occasion of
ROSH HASHANAH
May your year be blessed with peace and prosperity.

PALESTINIANS WHO WORK FOR HILLEL
Manne (center) at his Beit-El Winery earn some
200 shekels a day far more than they would working for a Palestinian company in the West Bank.
And while they acknowledge that not all their
friends in the refugee camp where they live are
willing to work for a Jewish settler, these two
Palestinians regard themselves as “peaceniks”.
Hillel Manne’s boutique winery produces award
winning merlot, cabernet sauvignon and caringnan wines, For further information and to arrange
a tour of Beit-El contact Hillel Manne at
Hillelmanne@gmail.com You’ll be able to stand
amid the vineyards on terraces from the days of
the Second Temple and explore two ancient wine
presses and an oil press in nearby caves. Beit-El
is just a short bus trip from Jerusalem.
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POLITICAL FOOTBALL
to go to the West Bank, then
cross into Jordan over the
Allenby Bridge and fly from
Amman’s international airport. Or, as most people do,
they can register their name
with Gaza’s Hamas government and travel via Egypt
after entering through the
Egyptian-controlled Rafah
crossing point.
Upon his celebrated
victory in the singing competition, Assaf was granted
a diplomatic passport by
Palestinian
President
Mahmoud Abbas and a
United Nations passport
when the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency
(UNRWA) named the singer
a goodwill ambassador.
However, the passports will
not ease his movement if he
wants to leave Gaza when
the border is closed: a frequent situation due to

Egyptian security concerns
that affect even high-level
officials.
Gazans are quick to
realize that Assaf’s good fortune actually began at
Rafah because had the
crossing point been closed,
he would not have made it
to the competition which
was televised from Beirut.
In fact, Assaf almost missed
the auditions In Egypt
because he was stuck at

the border for two days. A
fan of the former wedding
singer gave him his turn to
audition, leading to the storybook ending and stardom.
A few days after his
victory, thousands went to
the border of the Gaza Strip
to greet Assaf upon his
return. Sources told The

tion is Ramallah is quite the
opposite. Assaf came to the
West Bank for the second
time after his June victory
to inaugurate the Solomon
Pools music festival in
Bethlehem;
and
more
recently returned to the
West Bank to appear in the
welcoming celebration for

Media Line that the Hamas
government in Gaza told
Assaf that he will not be
able to hold any concerts in
his hometown.
However, the situa-

the visiting Barcelona football team in Hebron.
In fact, residents of
the West Bank have already
had a number of opportu-

We Join in Wishing the Jewish Community of
Hamilton and Area
A Happy and Healthy New Year for Family and Friends.
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We Join in Wishing Our Jewish
Friends and Customers throughout
Hamilton-Wentworth and Burlington
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HAMILTON COMMUNITY
X-RAY & DIAGNOSTIC
CLINIC
GENERAL RADIOLOGY & ULTRASOUND
CAR Accredited Mammography
Bone Density

414 Victoria North

905 546-5644
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POLITICAL FOOTBALL
nities to see and hear Assaf.
His first visit included welcoming FIFA (soccer league)
head Sepp Blatter; hosting
free concerts in Ramallah,
Bethlehem and Jenin; and
appearing in concert at
hotels for those who paid
around $125 per ticket to
hear Assaf perform.
Meanwhile,
fans
back in Assaf’s native Gaza
Strip wish they had the
same opportunity to see
him. The problem there is
not just issues of free movement. It’s also the religious
fundamentalism of the
Hamas
government.
“Hamas prevents men and
women from mingling, so
we weren’t expecting that
Assaf will have any parties
here, but we had a dream
that he would,” Rana
Hamdan, a 27-year-old
NGO worker living in Gaza
told The Media Line.
Hamdan says she
understands that Assaf was
not going to stay in Gaza
after he became an Arab
celebrity, but many of her
friends felt some of their
national pride was taken
away.
Others share the
resentment. “The Palestinian
Authority and several busi-

nessmen are using Assaf,”
Ahmed Mustafa, a 30-yearold government employee
from Gaza told The Media
Line. “They are including
him in every occasion. I
don’t know how he will sing
anything
against
the
Palestinian Authority or
supportive of resistance
against Israel,” Mustafa
said.
Palestinian
writer
Ramzi Sadeq Shahin published in article in the Gazabased Donia Al Watan
agency calling Assaf a “fake
ambassador.” “Gaza supported Assaf, but now he
forgot about it. He had
always said that he’s the
son of Khan Younis refugee
camp in Gaza, but now he
and his family moved to
Ramallah as if Gaza has
become a disgrace to him,”
Shahin wrote in part.
Others have also
been disappointed by the
decision for more personal
reasons. “I was frustrated
when
I
heard
that
President Mahmoud Abbas
gave Assaf a diplomatic
passport and that Israel
has agreed to his residency
change,” Ruba Jahshan,
25, and originally from
Gaza told The Media Line.

We Join in Wishing the Jewish Community of
HAMILTON-WENTWORTH
A happy and healthy New Year
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Jahshan is unable to leave
the city of Bethlehem out of
fear that officials at the
Israeli
checkpoints
in
between the West Bank
cities will discover her situation and deport her to
Gaza.
Jahshan posted a
Facebook photo of her 1½year old daughter, Tia, talking to her grandmother and
aunts on Skype. Jashan,
who says she hasn’t seen
her sisters and brother for
more than 5 years, wrote to
President Abbas on his
Facebook page saying, “I
don’t want to be a diplomat.
But
can’t
you,
Mr.
President, use these passports for people like us who
can’t visit their families?
It’s more humanitarian.”
Jahshan says she’s not sure
whether the president has
heard her plea.

In 2007, Jasha came
to Bethlehem using a temporary permit with the
intent to marry the person
she loved. “I didn’t know it
would be this complicated,”
Jahshan explained to The
Media Line. Because Israel
didn’t grant her a change of
residency when the permit
expired, she has lived in the
West Bank illegally since
then. Her parents are able
to visit her each year at
Easter and at Christmas
when Israel provides permits for Christians to spend
the holidays with their families in the West Bank.
As she waits for
Israeli approval to change
her residency to the West
Bank, Jahshan says she
will not encourage any
Gazan to fall in love with a
West Banker. Meanwhile,
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We Join in Wishing the
Jewish Communities of
HAMILTON AND BURLINGTON
A Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year

We Join in Wishing Our Jewish
Friends and Patients throughout
Hamilton-Wentworth and Burlington
A Healthy and Happy New Year

We Join in Extending New Year
Greetings to Our Jewish
Friends and Clients
throughout
Hamilton and Area
May the year ahead be happy,
healthy and prosperous.

MITCHELL & ABBOTT GROUP
INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
NO AREA OF THE WEST BANK IS MORE CONtentious than Hebron. One can almost feel the
hostility towards Israel driving through the
bustling city on a Saturday. Asking directions to
where one can view the Jewish area of Hebron
often results in a blank stare. Pictured above is
the synagogue in the Jewish section of Hebron as
seen from the Palestinian side, along with the
massive security surrounding the area.

COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL PERSONAL - LIFE
SINCE 1921

2000 Garth St., Suite 101
Hamilton, Ontario L9B 0C1
905-385-6383 or 1-800-463-5208
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POLITICAL FOOTBALL
she is envious of Assaf’s
newfound freedom of movement.
As a singer living
amid this seemingly endless
conflict, many ask Assaf to
refrain from internecine politics and to be closer to the
people. Emad Drimly, a
journalist from the Gaza
Strip and a fan of Assaf, is
one of them.
Drimly supports the
singer’s choice of residency,
but thinks he should stay

clear of politics. “It’s a professional decision for Assaf
to move to the West Bank.
I am not against the decision as the situation in
Gaza prevents him from
advancing
his
career.
There is an attempt to create a division between the
people of Gaza and the
people of the West Bank,
so I think Assaf should
stay away from the political
dispute,”
Drimly
added.

We Take Pleasure in
Wishing Our Jewish Friends and Patients
throughout
HAMILTON
a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year

CBC ADMITS ERROR
edged and agreed with our
concerns. Writing on behalf
of CBC News, he stated the
following:
“Your focus was on
a brief story presented by
the CBC’s Andrew Nichols
in which he said, “In other
news, the U.S. State
Department
announced
this afternoon that IsraeliPalestinian peace talks
will resume a week from
today. The next meeting
will be in Jerusalem on
August 14.
The main
sticking point continues to
be
the
expansion
of
Jewish settlements in the
West Bank.”
“You asserted that
there are many issues dividing the two sides beyond
those of Jewish settlements,
and that we were wrong to
suggest settlements are “the
main sticking point.
Our journalists realize that the issues up for
negotiation are complex,
nuanced and multi-faceted.
There was a particular point
being
raised
yesterday
about settlements which
inspired the emphasis on
that issue in our story. But
in doing so, we used imprecise language, and should
have either attributed the

statement — or called it “a”
sticking point rather than
“the” sticking point.
In response to your
concern, we have reminded
our team of the importance
to be absolutely right on the
details when reporting on
this story as we do with all
others. You can also be
assured that as we cover
the resumption of the talks
next week we will find the
opportunity to remind our
audience there are many
obstacles to the negotiations.”
As evinced by this
reply, CBC News acknowledged using “imprecise language” and that its staff
failed to attribute this statement. The CBC also took
admirable and responsible
steps to ensure that this
error is not repeated again
by sensitizing their journalists to this issue and for
committing to report on the
other obstacles in the
Mideast
negotiating
process.
HonestReporting
Canada commends CBC
News for taking these necessary steps and for swiftly
acting to address this matter with professionalism
and accountability.

We Extend Rosh Hashanah Greetings to Our Jewish Friends in
HAMILTON-WENTWORTH AND BURLINGTON
May the coming year be a happy and healthy one for family and friends.
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THE COMIC AND PEACE
“Israel is the startup nation,” Peres responds.
“We can be much more creative than poison.”
During the hourlong show, Jeremy Bracka
plays 20 different characters including members of
his own Australian Jewish
family, Israeli diplomat Uri
Savir, and Morah Tzippi, the
Israeli teacher in his school
in Melbourne who accused
him of not really being
Jewish because he couldn’t
learn to dance the hora, a
traditional
Israeli
folk
dance.
Bracka, who moved
to Israel in 2007, is a
human rights lawyer who
did a stint at the Peres
Center for Peace and at
Israel’s mission to the
United Nations. The show in
Jerusalem was performed
as Secretary of State John
Kerry was hosting Israeli
and Palestinian negotiators
in the first step toward
resuming the peace process.

Although the timing was
coincidental, it added an
immediacy to the performance.
Bracka clearly drew
on his own experiences. As
part of a project at the Peres
Center, Bracka interviewed
Israeli
and
Palestinian
authors, named in the show
as Avi and Bassam.
Bassam is shown as
being disillusioned with
projects dealing with ArabJewish coexistence.
“I’m over hugs and
hummus,” he says, emphasizing the “h” in both. “We’ve
had a lot of process and not
a lot of peace.”
Bassam also hints at
Palestinian
leader
Mahmoud Abbas’s weakness saying “somebody
needs to give him some
strong falafel balls.”
Bracka also takes a
shot at the UN, known for
being anti-Israel, describing
it as “Eurovision on Steroids”

THE LEIR PEACE PRE-SCHOOL WAS FOUNDED
in 1981 and today, under the leadership of
Alexandra Klein-Franke, its staff of 25 trained
Arab and Jewish teachers provide a home for
some 100 Jewish and Arab children. The Erna
and Henry Leir Peace Pre-school is located at
the Jerusalem International YMCA and is the
first pre-school in Jerusalem to offer bi-lingual,
multi-cultural education for young children of all
faiths.
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We Join in Wishing Our Jewish
Friends and Patients in
OTTAWA
A Happy New Year Holiday.
May the coming year be a happy and healthy
one for family and friends.

THE COMIC AND PEACE
#"' "(

%#! $%

after the popular song contest.
He has a Polish
mother and an Egyptian
father, both satirized during
the show. His mother, he
says, taught him the ABC’s
in a unique way.
“A is for Auschwitz,”
she tells her son for his bedtime story. “B is for
Buchenwald.”
Bracka
himself
speaks
five
languages
including
Arabic
and
describes a stint studying in
Morocco to the horror of his
provincial Zionist family.
“I left the nest of
neuroses and set out for
Fez,” he says. “Arabic intimidated me. Arabic is like a
festival of phlegm – an orgy
of coughing and gargling
sounds.”
In Morocco his portly teacher Abdul Hafiz tells
him that you never say “no”,
only “insha’allah”, if God
wills it. That, he says, is
what he tells his sister who
invites him over for couscous every Sunday.
The show also has a
serious moment when the
author Bassam talks of his
eight-year old daughter
Zeitouna, who loved olives
so much “we were going to
use her pee for olive oil.”
Bassam tells of a shooting
outside Zeitouna’s school,
which leaves her dead.
Towards the end
Shimon Peres tells the therapist that “Jews have been
praying at the Western Wall
for peace for 65 years.”
“How’s it going?”
asks the therapist.
“Like talking to a
wall.”
The audience of
about 120 English-speaking
Jerusalemites loved the
show, laughing loudly and
applauding for several minutes at the end.
“I laughed a lot,”
Yael Patir, the director of J
Street in Israel told The
Media Line. “It touches
upon two things that I’m

" $

really invested in – peace
and Israeli-Diaspora relations. He really takes a lot of
interesting
things
and
twists them in a funny kind
of way.”
Patir used to work at
the Peres Center for Peace
and says his imitation of
Peres is spot-on. Others say
they believe Bracka brought
his characters to life.
“I think he portrayed
both sides of the picture
here,” Sally Klein-katz, who
teaches Jewish education
told The Media Line. “It is
pretty amazing that he was
able to portray so many
characters.”
Bracka says the
show is autobiographical
and chronicles his own
journey from Australia to
Israel. He says comedy can
break down barriers.
“Both sides can be
stuck and stalled by dehumanizing the other,” he told
The Media Line. “If an
Israeli audience leaves the
show feeling more sympathetic to a Palestinian perspective and if a Palestinian
leaves the show feeling
more sympathetic to an
Israeli perspective then I’ve
done my job.”
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TRAVEL TALES
mountains are open daily
for winter operations until
late
April.
Blackcomb
Mountain stays open for
spring skiing and snowboarding until mid-May.
Summer glacier skiing and
riding
on
Blackcomb
Mountain starts the third
week of June. In summer
Whistler Mountain Bike
Park opens as a haven for
riders of all levels and the
Village Gondola, Peak 2
Peak Gondola and Peak
Chair are open for sightseeing.
WHERE TO STAY:
The Fairmont Chateau
Whistler Resort
Hotel
(www.fairmont.com/whistler),
which does indeed define
mountain luxury. An all
season resort destination.

15

Best Wishes for a Happy New Year
to Our Jewish Friends and Customers throughout
OTTAWA
May the coming year be blessed with health
and happiness for family and friends.
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We Join in Wishing the Jewish Community of
OTTAWA
A Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year for
family and friends.

TRAVEL TALES
The Fairmont Chateau
Whistler hotel offers a
seamless blend of yearround
adventure
and
unsurpassed guest service
for business or pleasure.
With mountainside ski out
the door convenience and
an on-site Whistler golf
course, the classic elegance
of this award-winning hotel
offers a modern alpine setting featuring exceptional
dining, full resort amenities,
a Vida Spa and Fairmont
Gold - Fairmont's exclusive
lifestyle hotel experience.
There are an incredible 550
rooms here, an in-house
reservation centre for all
Whistler activities and a
rental station for bikes and
ski gear. A small and pretty
shopping plaza is part of the
facility as well, featuring an
art gallery and some boutiques. This hotel is a popular locale for Jewish weddings and bar and bat mitzvahs.
Not only is this hotel
delighted to host your entire
family, four-legged friends
are welcome as well. Their
dog-friendly
program
includes pet bed, bowls,
special treats and menus.
This also happens to be

We Extend Best Wishes for
Rosh Hashanah
to Our Jewish Friends and Customers throughout
OTTAWA
We wish you health and happiness in the year ahead.

Whistler’s largest conference resort hotel, with
32,000 square feet of conference space.
We just loved the
two outdoor pools, one for
lap swimming and the other
which connects to an indoor
one.
There
are
three
whirlpools,
sauna
and
steam rooms and two outdoor plexipave surface tennis courts. As I looked out
at the mountains from my
lounge chair, I thought I
was in paradise.
For
dinner,
the
Wildflower and the Grill
Room are particularly popular. At the former, the culinary team invites diners to
enjoy a tantalizing showcase of locally inspired dishes and innovative classics in
a warm and relaxed setting.
Reservations are highly recommended and
can be
made online or by telephone. This is fine dining at
its best, with delicious
appetizers, main courses,
sides and desserts making
for a thoroughly enjoyable
dining experience.
For a lighter bite,
check out the Portobello
Market & Fresh Bakery.
You can also take advan-
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Happy New Year from
Peter Foustanellas of

1914 Merivale Road
Ottawa, Ontario
226-2424

We Join in
Wishing the
Jewish Community of
OTTAWA
A Happy, Healthy and
Prosperous
New Year for family
and friends.

tage of poolside dining and
order a sandwich, burger,
drinks and more right from
the comforts of your chair.
DINING: We heard
some very good things
about the Jewish-owned
Brewhouse
Restaurant
(www.markjamesgroup.co
m/brewhouse.html)
and
our party of five was not
disappointed. This is one of
the busiest spots in the
Whistler Village all year
round. With a separate
restaurant, bar and mezzanine,
the
Whistler
Brewhouse is capable of
accommodating
groups
large and small. The pub
has a cozy two-sided fireplace and lots of TVs, making it the perfect place to
watch the game when
you're tired from playing all
day. The restaurant is
warm and family friendly
with a great kids' menu
and a huge patio for
Whistler's long, hot summers. The cuisine is an
inspired and appetizing
mix of barbeque and rotisserie classics, with exceptional pizza and pasta
options. These flavours are
complemented by their
range of handcrafted ales
and lagers, brewed onsite.
This location is
part of the Mark James
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56 Sparks St., Suite 700
Tel 613 238-6727 Fax: 613 238-3957
email: info@doherty.ca
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We Join in Wishing the Jewish Community of
OTTAWA
A Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year
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We Extend Best Wishes to Our Jewish
Friends and Customers in
OTTAWA
for a Happy and Healthy New Year
for family and friends.

P.O. Box 194
Embrun, ON K0A 1W0
Tel/Fax: (613) 443-5233
www.embrunconcrete.ca
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Group Brewery Restaurant,
with others in Vancouver
(Yaletown),
Richmond
(Flying Beaver) and Surrey
(Big Ridge). James is a
member of the Jewish community and has been supportive of a number of charitable events. This includes
the annual Sports Celebrity
Dinner. It is no surprise
then that one of his main
appetizers is a gigantic bowl
of matzah ball soup. This
not only contains a large

•
TARGETING THE BDS

Quality & Service, on time, on budget
%

TRAVEL TALES

& '#

Alabama-based Southern
Poverty Law Centre that has
successfully used US courts
to target the Ku Klux Klan,
alleges the BDS movement
is racially discriminatory
and undermines human
rights.
Shurat HaDin director Nitsana Darshan-Leitner
said: "Lynch and his ilk
seek to boycott Israeli and
Jewish national products,
whether it's goods, services,
performers or professors.
By singling out Israel and
no other country, the BDS
...exposes
the
antiSemitism that motivates
them.
"We are hopeful that
this historic proceeding
against the BDS movement
will serve as a model for battling it in other jurisdictions
worldwide."
The Shurat HaDin
lawyer who has lodged the
claim, Sydney-born Andrew
Hamilton, said the BDS
campaign sought to "discriminate
and
impose
adverse preference based on
Israeli national origin and
Jewish racial and ethnic origin of people and organizations".
"It does nothing to
help
Palestinians
and
indeed harms them," Mr
Hamilton said.
He said similar legal
actions had succeeded in
silencing European BDS

matzah ball, but plenty of
pieces of chicken and vegetables.
Mike Cohen’s email
address is
info@mikecohen.ca. Follow his travels at
www.sandboxworld.com/tr
avel and on Twitter @mikecohencsl.

We Wish Our Jewish
Friends and Customers
throughout
OTTAWA
A Happy and Healthy
New Year.
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TARGETING THE BDS MOVEMENT
proponents.
"It's
about
time
someone exposed the racist
false narrative that is at the
heart of the BDS movement
in a legal forum," Mr
Hamilton said. "Boycotting
businesses and people just
because they have a particular national, racial or ethnic origin is racism...It is no
more legitimate political
protest than boycotting the
local corner store to protest
against Kevin Rudd's policies."
The
Sydney
University student union
has backed BDS, despite
fierce opposition from some
quarters. The BDS movement compares Israel with
apartheid-era South Africa,
causing it to be condemned
by bodies such as the
Simon Wiesenthal Centre as
anti-Semitic.
The Shurat HaDin
complaint is based on
Section 9 of the 1975 Race
Discrimination Act. It reads:
"It is unlawful for a person
to do any act involving a
distinction,
exclusion,
restriction or preference
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based on race, colour,
descent or national or ethnic origin which has the
purpose or effect of nullifying or impairing the recognition, enjoyment or exercise, on an equal footing, of
any human right or fundamental freedom in the political, economic, social, cultural or any other field of
public life."
Mr
Hamilton
described the BDS movement as "anti-Semitic at its
core". "When BDS protests
feature both Islamist terrorist groups like Hezbollah
and neo-Nazi groups, it is
clear something is wrong,"
he said.
Associate Professor
Lynch is on study leave and

19
was unavaiable for comment. Sydney University
vice-chancellor
Michael
Spence previously has condemned academic boycotts
of Israel, but said the centre
and its staff were free to set
their own policies.
A spokesperson for
the university said: “The

university has not yet
received a complaint from
the
Human
Rights
Commission. It would be
inappropriate to speculate
about
hypothetical
actions which might be
taken in response to such
a hypothetical investigation."
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BOTH THE NIZZANA
border
crossing
between Israel and
Egypt and the Rafiah
border
crossing
between Egypt and
Gaza
have
been
closed
during
the
recent
turmoil
in
Egypt over security
concerns. Hamas has
pleaded with the military government to reopen the Rafiah crossing but its requests
have been ignored.
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Best Wishes for a Happy New Year
to Our Jewish Friends and Clients throughout
OTTAWA
May the coming year be blessed with health
and happiness for family and friends.
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WORLD IN REVIEW
Ultra Orthodox
Slam New Jersey Law
The State of New
Jersey has joined California
as the only two states now
barring gay reparative therapy for minors. The haredi
Orthodox Agudath Israel of
America has slammed the
new legislation as an
infringement on religious
freedom.
“The new law”, the
group said in a statement,
“tramples on the rights of
mental health therapists to
engage freely in their profession, and it unfairly denies
teenagers seeking therapy
for issues that are troubling
them the ability to obtain
professional help”.
New Jersey Governor
Chris Christie signed the
bill into law although he did
indicate his reluctance to
interfere with the rights of
parents to determine what
is the best treatment for
their children. “However”,
Christie stated, “I also
believe that on issues of
medical treatment for children, we must look to
experts in the field to determine the relative risks and
rewards...The
American
Psychological Association
has found that ef forts to

change sexual orientation
can pose critical health
risks including, but not limited to, depression, substance abuse, social withdrawal, decreased selfesteem
and
suicidal
thoughts”.
None of this satisfied
Agudath Israel of America.
They continue to insist that
the new law is an “infringement on personal liberty
and a trampling of personal
rights, including religious
and free speech rights.”

NBA Star Seeks
Israeli Citizenship
Amar’e Stoudemire,
star basketball player for
the New York Knicks,
proudly maintains that he
has Hebrew roots. At his
wedding
last
year
Stoudemire
wore
a
yarmulke and a prayer
s h a w l for the what he tells
people was an “Hebraic”
ceremony. He has regular
talks with New York rabbis,
studies the Torah and will
be observing the High
Holidays. “I’m not a religious
person”,
says
Stoudemire. “I’m more of a
spiritual person, so I follow
the rules of the Bible that
coordinate with and
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connect with the Hebrew
culture.”
The basketball star
went to Israel for the
Maccabiah Games as an
assistant coach of the
Canadian team. In July he
announced that he had
become part owner of the
Israeli
basketball
club
Hapoel Jerusalem.
And now he is seeking Israeli citizenship. He
has already been invited by
President Shimon Peres to
play for Israel’s national
basketball team. The ap-
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plication process began
while
Stoudemire
was
Israel.

Atheists Oppose
Jewish Firefighter
Roy James is the
deputy
fire
chief
in
Princeton, New Jersey. The
Jewish firefighter wants to
display a beam from the
World Trade Center with a
Christian cross cut from it.
No way, says the American
Atheists organization which
has threatened to sue
Princeton if the beam is put
on display. Its president,
David Silverman, told Fox
News that the beam is a
“religious icon” and placing
it on public land is a “clear
violation” of the separation
of church and state.
But James remains
adamant. “I’m a Jew”, he
told the same news outlet.

THE HIGH PROFILE
owner of the Dallas
Mavericks was born in
Pittsburgh and grew up
in Mt. Lebanon the son
of middle class Jewish
parents. His grandparents emigrated from
Russia
and
came
through Ellis Island.
They changed their
name from Chabenisky
when they settled in the
United States. Cuban’s
net worth is estimated
at $2.3 billion.

21
“Ironically I’m fighting to
have this cross there
because I believe that someone’s story is behind that.
The story needs to be told. It
has nothing to do with religious faith. It has something to do with telling history.”

In the days following
9/11 symbols including
crosses and Stars of David
were cut into some of the
beams from the fallen towers. Princeton just happen
to have received a beam
with a cross cut in it.
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WORLD IN REVIEW
Eruvs Creating
Controversy
Two communities in
the United States are
embroiled in controversy over

proposed eruvs - the
Hamptons in New York and
Palo Alto in California.
In the Hamptons the
East End Eruv Association
filed a suit in Brooklyn
District Court against the
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Township of Southampton
and
the
Southampton
Zoning Board of Appeals.
The zoning board recently
denied the construction of
an eruv. It ruled that the
PVC poles on 15 of
Southampton Township’s
telephone polls would “alter
the essential character of the
neighbourhood.”. The board
also maintained that the
concept of the eruv itself was
nothing but a “loophole
motivated
by
personal
desire...to be freed from the
proscriptions of Jewish life.”.
The complaint filed
in court says that without
the eruv it is impossible for
observant Jewish residents
to function on the Sabbath.
It accuses the board of
being “motivated by discriminatory intentions and
animus towards observant
Jews.” The lawsuit asks the
court to find the zoning
board ruling “arbitrary and
capricious”.
They want
money for the cost of the
installation and “further
relief as the Court deems
appropriate.”
Meanwhile in Palo
Alto a decade old controversy has surfaced once again.
In 1999 Rabbi Yitzchok
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Feldman of Congregation
Emek Beracha approached
the City about creating an
eruv. City officials seemed
willing to accept the idea
but a community outcry
about the separation of
church and state forced the
city to reject the idea. The
issue has been on a back
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burner ever since. Until now.
In July city officials,
quietly gave the go ahead to
an eruv. Eruv opponents,
who believed that they had
“killed it eight years ago
now believe city officials
acted without consultation
in order to avoid public displays of hostility. They are
mincing no words. Joe
Webb, who lives in the affluent
neighbourhood
of
Woodside says that “we live
in a modern secular, democratic world, and these
wackos are trying to catapult us back into a 2,000years-ago kind of deal.”
It is, he concluded, “the
sneaky way these folks do
things...If people want to
allow Jews to run all over
them, that’s their perogative.”
Meanwhile
Rabbi
Feldman and his followers
are remaining relatively
silent on the issue. “We did
lots of talking to the press
last time,” he said, “it didn’t
get anybody anywhere”. He
says he has no idea whether
a contractor has begun
stringing the barely visible
fishing line that will bridge
gaps between the eruv’s
existing natural boundaries.
and claims to have no idea of
when the task will be completed. Nor is it clear that
the eruv will satisfy the
halachic requirement of
“Rental of Domain”.

We Wish All Our Jewish Friends throughout
Southwestern Ontario a Happy, Healthy
and Prosperous Rosh Hashanah
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