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Olymbec,  the Jewish-Owned mOntreal

based real estate giant with properties across

north america, recently unveiled a beautifully

refurbished lac carling hotel in Grenville-sur-la-

rouge  in the laurentians. they did so with their

partners Pava corporation. Pictured above is the

official ribbon cutting ceremony for the reopening

last november with  richard stern of Olymbec

and Peter t riassi of Pava corporation surround-

ed by local dignitaries. the lac carling hotel is

rapidly becoming the “go-to” destination for fam-

ily vacations and business functions. see the

story on page 5.
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We Extend Best Wishes to the State of Israel on its 69th Anniversary

May the year ahead bring peace and security to all in the Middle East
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ably is  forced to hand over all of
the West Bank. How events thou-
sands of kilometers away can con-
tribute to the helplessness felt by
American Blacks defies all logic.
But if BLM insists on singing “we
shall overcome” with activists
around the world, why not join
those protesting the enslavement
of the million Blacks in
Mauritania, Somalia, Eritrea and
Sudan?   Why not link arms with
the dissidents being tortured in
North Korea or the LGBT’s being
executed in Iran? Shouldn’t BLM
be building bridges with the muz-
zled women throughout the Islamic
world?  And is Syria such an oasis
of tranquility that it merits not even
a mention in BLM’s literature?

We acknowledge that the
Jewish-Black “alliance” has been
more nuanced than some would
acknowledge. Rabbi Joshua Heschel
may have marched with Martin
Luther King, and  half the freedom
riders were Jewish.  But so, too,
was the racist Solomon Blatt,
speaker of the South Carolina
House.  Jews may have been more
willing to rent to Blacks in
Northern US cities. They were also
more likely to be slum landlords,
And Louis Farrakhan did, as he
repeatedly told progressive Jews,
hate “all white people”

We don’t know whether the
BLM’s “genocide” accusation reflects
the views of a few misguided zealots
or is representative of the move-
ment’s general membership.  What
we do know for certain is that  the
legitimate aspirations  of American
Blacks won’t be achieved by ending
US funding and military aid to
Israel. Nor will their grievances be
addressed  through marches in soli-
darity with Linda Sarsour or by link-
ing its website to the rubbish being
spewed out by the  BDS movement.

Black Lives Matter
Has Lost Its Way

Hannah Jacobs is a sopho-
more at Boston University.
“Growing up”, she writes, “Judaism,
Zionism and social justice comple-
mented each other to create some-
one who loves Israel, is a strong Jew
and cares deeply about the world
around her”.  Her great grandfather,
having lived through the obscenity
of racism,  boarded a bus to join the
followers of Martin Luther King Jr.
marching on the streets of
Washington.  Hannah, anxious to
feel as her Black friends feel, and
sickened by the repeated shooting of
unarmed Black men, attended a
demonstration in support of Black
Lives Matter.  But the vulgar, repug-
nant anti-Semitic activists who
stood by her side at  the event, and
the subsequent release of the BLM
Israel bashing platform, has left her,
and  other Jewish liberals and pro-
gressives, facing a painful dilemma.
How  can they continue to be full
partners with  those whose plat-
forms are a travesty of political
judgement and a disservice to the
Blacks they purport to represent?

Black Lives Matter was creat-
ed in 2012 following the shooting of
Trayvon Martin and the acquital of
George Zimmerman.    The Movement
is “a call to action and a response to
the virulent anti-Black racism that
permeates our society...It affirms the
lives of Black queer and trans folks,
disabled folks, Black-undocumented
folks, folks with records, women and
all Black lives along the gender spec-
trum...It is a tactic to (re)build the
Black liberation movement.” 

Somehow, however, Black
Lives Matter has concluded, as have
groups such as MoveOn, Code Pink
and Occupy Wall Street,   that fu l l
and equal  opportunity  for all
Americans  can only be advanced if
Israel stops its perpetuation of “geno-
cide” and “apartheid”  and p r e -
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NAMES IN THE NEWS IN OUR CITY

By MIKE COHEN

Lac carLing HoteL:

There is a beautiful hotel
just one hour from Montreal
which is starting to get a lot
of attention from people
planning weddings, social
functions,  meetings
and   trade shows. Almost
three years ago Jewish-
owned real estate giant
Olymbec, along with the
Pava Corporation, pur-
chased the Lac Carling
Hotel in Grenville-sur-la-
Rouge and went about
refurbishing the property. It
is located   in the
Laurentians, 20 minutes
north of Lachute and popu-
lar year-round  for rest and
relaxation, sports and
receptions of all kinds.

“The Lac Carling
Hotel was a well-established
property in the 1980s and

90s,” said  Robert Libman,
speaking on behalf of
Olymbec, where he works
as an architect and on spe-
cial projects. “With the vast
improvements we have
undertaken, the property is
already doing very well sim-
ply by word of mouth.”

Several million dol-
lars has been spent to reno-
vate the hotel rooms, the
dining hall, bars and com-
mon areas. The three-storey
complex has 100 hotel
rooms, including  11  two
storey  suites and indoor
parking    There is 17,000
square feet of interior space
to host the biggest of wed-
dings and conferences.  At
the moment, up to 300 peo-
ple can be accommodated,
but by converting space at

(Please turn to page 9)

since last december the Jewish General

hospital has had a full kosher food court in its

new Pavillion K. it replaces the longstanding cafe-

teria, resto carrefour hGJ is run by the team at

beso catering. Pictured here is General manager

david diraddo. there are kiosks offering such

eats as  kabobs, breakfast, italian dishes,

chinese, burgers, smoked meat and a convenient

grab and go selection of sandwiches, muffins,

cookies and fruits. in July, a sushi counter is

expected to open. (mike cohen Photo)
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The synagogues
involved do suggest a “sus-
taining level” donation, the
average amount the syna-
gogue needs from each
member to reach its goal
but in general less than half
the members actually pay
dues at the sustaining level.
This has created “chal-
lenges”.   More money may
be coming in from more
people but the average
annual membership contri-
bution has fallen.

It is hard to say
whether “voluntary dues” is
the wave of the future.  So

far only 57 synagogues, less
than 5 percent of the coun-
try’s Conservative and
Reform congregations, have
adopted the concept.  Still
studies suggest that millen-
nials are rejecting the old
ways.  Jack Wertheimer, a
history professor at the
Jewish Theological
Seminary, says that pro-
grams like birthright get
young Jews used to the idea
of no cost or low cost Jewish
services.

“We’re living in a time
today,” says Wertheimer,

(Please turn to page 12)

We Extend Best Wishes to Montreal’s Jewish Builders, Developers, Architects and Engineers.
We congratulate you on your contribution to the growth and development 

of our city and province.
We are always pleased to serve you.

CONSTRUCTIONS
CONCREATE LTÉE

5840 Donahue
514 335-0412

THE WORLD IN REVIEW
NEWS OF THE RECENT PAST IS REVIEWED

By NOAH FREEDMAN

The pay what you
can model appeals to those
who may be strapped for
cash and to those who
want to feel that price
should not be an object
when joining a synagogue.
“The process of asking  for
a dues adjustment
becomes all about money,“
says Adina Frydman, exec-
utive director of Synergy, a
division of the New York
federation that advises
synagogues on strategy,
“as opposed to ‘you are a
member of this congrega-
tion and community.’”

Synagogues Try
Something New

With declining syna-
gogue membership becom-
ing an issue, some non-
Orthodox synagogues in the
United States are trying
something new: “voluntary
dues.”  Some 60 Reform,
Conservative and
Reconstructionist syna-
gogues have stopped charg-
ing mandatory dues and are
telling congregants that
they can pay what they
want.
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TAMPA’S ICONIC
JEWISH OWNED RESTAU-
RANT: While my family and
I stayed in beautiful St.
Petersburg on our most
recent trip to Florida’s Gulf
Coast, we did make the 30
minute drive into Tampa a
few times.

Prior to our trip I
began to hear many excel-
lent stories about Bern’s
Steak House (www.bern
steakhouse.com) in Tampa.
This is the spot known for
perfectly aged steaks, one of
the largest wine collections
in the world and an inter-
nationally famous dessert
room. These elements have
combined since 1956 to
provide guests with a
unique culinary experience.

I must say I cannot recall a
dining experience quite like
this. The prime steaks are
cut to order, vegetables are
grown locally on the Bern's
farm and sourced from the
finest purveyors, and the
menu includes 21 choices
of caviar.  Bern’s Jewish
founder, Bern Laxer, was
born to a Romanian moth-
er and Polish father on the
Lower East Side of New
York in 1923, and grew up
in the Bronx.  After serving
in World War II, he
returned to New York
where he pursued a degree
in advertising from New
York University.  He met
his wife Gert in a copy-
righting class and they
married in 1950.  To sup-
port them, Bern operated a
one-man advertising
agency in the city. 

Following a number
of ventures, Bern and Gert
ended up in Tampa   where
Bern’s Steak House was
born. They grew from one
to eight dining rooms and
from 40 to 350 guest seats.
Sadly, Bern passed away in
2002. Gert, now retired,
visits occasionally while
their son, David, carries on
the tradition of running
Bern’s Steak House and
Bern’s Fine Wines and
Spirits.

Bern’s waiters train
for approximately one year,
working at every station in
the restaurant.  Our server
reviewed the extensive
menu for us and made
some recommendations. We
had some delicious appetiz-
ers and a 22 ounce cut of
Chateaubriand as the main
course.  All entrees

(Please turn to following page)

HELPFUL HINTS FOR THE JEWISH TRAVELLER

By MIKE COHEN

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the
STATE OF ISRAEL

On its 69th Anniversary.
May the coming year bring peace and security to

all in the Middle East
We Extend Best

Wishes to Montreal’s
Jewish Builders,

Developers,
Architects and

Engineers.
We are always

pleased to serve you.

info@met-recy,com
www.met-recy.com
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Nous rendons  hommage à
la communauté juive et aux constructeurs, 
promoteurs, architectes et ingénieurs juifs

qui ont contribué à la 
croissance de la région de Montréal.

Nous sommes toujours heureux de vous servir.

TRAVEL TALES
(Continued from preceding page)

include French onion soup
au gratin with garlic and
spelt toasts, steak house
salad, baked potato, steak
house crispy fried onion
rings and a vegetable tast-
ing of the evening.  After
dinner,  we went on the

restaurant’s famous
kitchen and wine cellar
tour.  Then it was time to
step inside the world
famous Harry Waugh
Dessert Room, built in 1985
using redwood wine casks,
to create 48 private rooms

where guests to this day
enjoy nearly 50 desserts,
wines, ports, sherries, and
madeiras. This represents a
separate sitting. All
desserts – ice creams, sher-
bets, pies, pastries, hot
fudge, whipped cream,
breads and crackers – are
made by Bern’s with the
freshest and best ingredi-
ents available. What a truly
amazing dining experience!
If you are in the area of
1208 S. Howard Street then
make a reservation by call-
ing 813-251-2421. You can
valet park for $5.

SMALLEST NOISE
MACHINE: Whenever my
family travels, we make
sure to have a white noise
machine in each room. It is
the only way we can guar-
antee a good night’s sleep
by cutting out any outside
disturbances, such as noise
from passing cars or people
in the hallways.  I just dis-
covered  the world’s small-
est noise machine, pro-
duced by Sound Oasis.  The

We Extend Best Wishes to Montreal’s
Jewish Builders,  Developers,

Architects and Engineers.
We congratulate you on your contribution 

to the growth of our city and province.
We are always pleased to serve you.

THE SOLUTION TO 
YOUR PROBLEM...

www.serruriersamherst.com

EMERGENCY 24 HOURS/7 DAYS

514-525-4531
1277 Ontario East, Montreal

machine fits into the palm
of your hand and can be
used anywhere – on planes
or cars, in hotels, even at
home.  I took it with me  on
a recent business trip to
Bromont and I was beyond
impressed.  Studies show
that travellers can lose
nearly eight hours of sleep
by the time they return
home from a trip – that’s
one full night's sleep.
White noise is a natural,
clinically proven sound
that helps people sleep and
concentrate. With today’s
airplanes more packed
than ever, this tiny inven-
tion can be the solace you
need from that noisy pas-
senger across the aisle. Or
when you get to your hotel
room and that “quiet room”
isn’t quite as quiet as
promised, this white noise
miracle can save your trip.
There are 10 different con-
tinuous tones with no
loops,   a built-in recharge-
able battery with USB
cable for up to 25 hours of
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EYE ON MONTREAL

(Continued from page 7)
Nous rendons  hommage à

la communauté juive et aux constructeurs, 
promoteurs, architectes et ingénieurs juifs qui ont 

contribué à la 
croissance de la région de Montréal.

Nous sommes toujours heureux de vous servir.

and hot tub. The Sports
Centre offers racket sports
like tennis or squash and a
gym.

During the winter
there are 4.5 kms of cross-
country ski trails, snow-
shoeing and snowmobiling.
There are also a number of
other   activities one can
enjoy in close proximity to
the hotel such as horseback
or carriage rides, paintball,
airplane tours and a wildlife
park  within 30
minutes.   The newly com-
pleted Highway 50 allows

easier access to and from
the Montreal-Ottawa corri-
dor.

The   Lac Carling
Hotel is located at 2255
Route 327 Nord, Grenville-
sur-la-Rouge.  For more
information log on
to    http://hotellaccar-
ling.com  or call  450-533-
5468 or 1-844-922-7546.

HecHt ScHoLar-

SHiPS: The Riva and
Thomas O. Hecht
Scholarship Program,
Teaching of the Holocaust
for Educators endeavours
to promote Holocaust edu-
cation for educators in
Quebec. This scholarship
program is designed to offer 

(Please turn to following page)

We Extend Best Wishes to the
STATE OF ISRAEL

on its 69th Anniversary.
We congratulate Israel on its many achievements.

We hope the coming year bring peace and security to all in the Middle East.

run time per charge, vol-
ume control with pause to
set output levels just right,
a built-in clip to attach it to
pockets or clothes, a USB
charging cable and a deluxe
travel case to safely carry
the machine with you any-
where. 

The price is $49.99

US and is available at
www.soundoas i s . c om,
Amazon.com, and
SharperImage.com.

mike cohen can be

reached at info@mikeco-

hen.ca. Follow his travels at

www.sandboxworld.com/tr

avel and on twitter and

instagram @mikecohencsl.

the indoor tennis courts
that capacity can be dou-
bled. Full catering is avail-
able on site. Some functions
with kosher catering have
already been booked.

You can play golf at
the property’s Platinum
rated   18-hole public
course,  take a swim in the
lake or go canoeing,   row
boating, pedal boating,
kayaking, hiking and fish-
ing (permit required).  There
is also an indoor heated
pool and a spa centre offer-
ing massages and a sauna
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We Join in Extending Blessings to the

STATE OF ISRAEL 

On the Occasion of its 69th Anniversary.

WE STAND WITH YOU AND YOUR RIGHT

TO DEFEND YOURSELF AGAINST ALL LIES

professional development
opportunities to educators
through the Belfer National
Conference for Educators at
the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum in
Washington, D.C. 

This year’s recipi-
ents are Lev Berner from
Vincent Massey Collegiate
in Rosemount of the English
Montreal School Boar;
Anne-Marie Jacob of College
Jesus-Marie de Sillery in
Quebec City; and Stephanie
Kessler from College Reine-
Marie in Montreal.  They will
travel to Washington in
July.  The Hecht’s also wish
to congratulate Melanie
Philip and Audrée Anne
Dupont, teachers at the
EMSB’s  Mackay Centre
School in NDG and Merton
Elementary School in Côte
Saint-Luc respectively. They
have been awarded a Hecht
Scholarship to a profession-
al development program in
July under the direction of
the Faculty of the Yad
Vashem Seminars for
Educators from Abroad,
International School for
Holocaust Studies.  The goal
of this program is to provide
professional development

activities to teachers for
teaching about the
Holocaust and anti-
Semitism. Upon their return
to Montreal, scholarship
recipients will be asked to
create at least one teaching
unit or module developed

EYE ON MONTREAL
(Continued from preceding page)

BONBON RIO
CANDY INC.
Manufacturers of Ice Cream Cones

Taffy & Soft Sugar Cones
12451 Blvd. Industriel

(PAT) Montreal,Quebec H1B 5M7
Tel: (514) 645-7788  Fax: (514) 645-8966

email: ventes@bonbonrio.com
www.bonbonrio.com

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the
STATE OF ISRAEL

On its 69th Anniversary.
May the coming year bring peace and
security to all in the Middle East

Division du Québec
Les Fermes St-Zotique Ltée

Oeufs Coquilles

200 - 69e Avenue, St-Zotique

Quebec, Canada J0P 1Z0

1-800-363-5350

Les Oeufs Bec-O-Inc
Oeufs liquides Sa - Détail - Industriel

830 Lanoie Upton J0H 2E0

1-800-633-9006
www.burnbraefarms.com

We Extend Best Wishes to the
STATE OF ISRAEL

On its 69th Anniversary.
May the year ahead bring peace and 
security to all in the Middle East

Best Wishes to the
STATE OF ISRAEL

on its 69th Anniversary
May the year ahead be

blessed with peace 
and prosperity.
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within the context learned,
appropriate for the régime
pedagogique.   

The Belfer National
Conference for Educators
presents Holocaust educa-
tion for English Language
Arts and Social
Studies/History teachers
from Grades 6 and up. The

goal of this three-day
Conference is to give educa-
tors the tools for teaching
about the Holocaust in their
classrooms. Teachers will
be introduced to informa-
tion and teaching strategies
using many Museum
resources, with a focus on
school systems in North
America.   The Conference
will take place from July 19
to 21 for English Language
Arts teachers and July 23
to 25 for Social Sciences
and History teachers. 

tHe BeaUMont:

Construction on the 142-
unit Beaumont
Condominium complex is
well under way.   It will be
located at the corner of
Clanranald Avenue and
Côte St. Luc Road close to
the heart of the Jewish
community. The Beaumont
will be the only high-end
project in NDG offering a
360 degree view  pool, a
sun-soaked rooftop, a gym,
an indoor parking, an IGA
grocery store, and privileged
services in a mature area
distinguished by  its stately
centennial houses. Drop by
their Monkland Avenue
sa l es  o f f i c e ,  l o g  on  t o  

(Please turn to following page)

We Extend Best Wishes to Montreal’s Jewish 
Builders and Developers.

We congratulate you on your contribution to the
growth of our city and province.

We are always pleased to serve you.

We Congratulate the
STATE OF ISRAEL

On its 69th
Anniversary
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We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the
STATE OF ISRAEL

On its 69th Anniversary.
May the coming year bring peace and 
security to all in the Middle East

https://beaumontcondos.
com/en/ and see their
advertisement on the back
cover of this edition of The
Jewish Standard.

mike cohen can be

reached at info@mikeco-

hen.ca.  log on to his per-

sonal website at www.mike-

cohen.ca 

P E R F E C T  O P T I C A L
CORPORATION
1265-71 Ducharme Ave.,

Montreal, Quebec H2V 1E6
514 274-9407

Best Wishes to the State of Israel on its
69th Anniversary

EYE ON MONTREAL
(Continued from preceding page)

•
WORLD IN REVIEW

(Continued from page 6)

the canadian Jewish eXPerience recently

held a panel discussion in montreal composed of

Jewish veterans of the canadian armed Forces

who discussed their military experience as Jews.

Pictured above, left to right, are rick Garber, dr

markus martin, david hart and edward Fitch.

readers can go to www.cJe2017.com to learn

more about this event and the exhibit in Ottawa.

ship dues reinforces that
point.”

Orthodox Paramedic
Sues NY Hospital

Hadas Goldfarb
claims that she was
offered a job as a para-
medic at the New York
Presbyterian Hospital in
2015 but was terminated
during orientation for
refusing the comply with
the hospital’s dress code.
The 26-year-old Brooklyn
resident is an orthodox
Jew and only wears skirts.
She argues that she has
never had a problem in
her previous jobs as a
paramedic.

Following her ter-
mination, Goldfarb filed a
complaint with the Equal
Employment Opportunity
Commission and she has
now received  notice of the
right to sue.  The suit
alleges that the hospital
failed to provide her with
reasonable accommoda-
tion for her religious
observance. Goldfarb is
suing for damages, rein-
statement and an order
forcing the hospital and
the city of New York to
stop denying requests for

accommodation in relation
to the pants policy.

Goldfarb has since
found a job for an emer-
gency telemedicine compa-
ny, where her style of
dress is not an issue.  

Her lawyer, Joseph
Aron, is himself an
Orthodox Jew and the
father of three daughters.
He has taken the case in
part because he does not
want one of his young
daughters to one day have
to face the same dress
code restrictions facing his
client. 

“when institutions are held
suspect and also seen as

rather cold and distant.
The whole idea of member-

San Antonio’s
New Mayor

Ron Nirenberg, son

of a Jewish father, is the
new mayor of San Antonio,
Texas.  Nirenberg celebrat-
ed his diverse background
during the campaign.  His
parents met while his father
was serving in the Peace
Corps in Malaysia.

Dubbed “Liberal
Ron”, Nirenberg opposes
any discrimination based
on sexual orientation and
gender identity. San Antonio,
claimed, Nirenberg,  “said 
yes to a bigger vision of

diversity”.



Riva and Thomas O. Hecht and Hamemosan Inc.
extend their best wishes to the

www.t?h?e?program.org
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HANK GREENBERG IN 1938,

HATRED AND HoME RuNs IN

THE sHADoW of WAR,

We Join in Extending 
Best Wishes to the
STATE OF ISRAEL

On its 69th Anniversary.
May the coming year
bring peace and 

security to all in the
Middle East

We Join in Extending
Best Wishes to the
STATE OF ISRAEL

On its 69th Anniversary.
We congratulate it for  their
many achievements.

We Extend Best Wishes to Montreal’s
Jewish Builders, Developers, 
Architects and Engineers.

We congratulate you on your contribution to our
city’s growth and development.

We Extend Best Wishes to the
STATE OF ISRAEL

On its 69th Anniversary.

www.ilcocolaio.ca

Best Wishes to the State of Israel

in 1937 hanK

Greenberg had hit 40

home runs and driven in

184 runs.  he had been

the victim of anti-semitic

slurs since the day he

joined the big leagues in

1930. but Greenberg

had chosen to shut out

the noise and concen-

trate on baseball.   in

1938, with adolf hitler

taking direct control of

the military, and the

early stages of the

holocaust now in the

news, Greenberg recog-

nized that  he was play-

ing baseball  not just for

himself or his team but

for many american

Jews as well.  “i came

to feel that if i, as a Jew,

hit a home run”, he

said, “i was hitting one

against hitler.”  hank

Greenberg in 1938 , by

award winning journal-

ist and blogger ron

Kaplan, tells the story of

the summer and fall of

1938, as Greenberg

chases babe  ru th ’s  

record of 60 home

runs while events in

europe were spiralling

out of control.  hank

Greenberg in 1938 is a

fascinating look at the

new york born and

detroit t igers base-

ball legend.
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