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We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the Jewish Community of
OTTAWA
We wish you well in the years ahead. We are always pleased to serve you.
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The Jewish Standard 84 Years and Counting
In 1971, shortly after the Canadian
Jewish News was sold by founder M. J.
Nurenberger to Ray Wolfe, Murray Koffler
and Al Latner, the editor of The Jewish
Standard made it clear that he had no
quarrel with a competitor entering the
Anglo-Jewish publishing field. What he
did object to was the purchase by the
United Jewish Welfare Fund of 15,000
subscriptions to the CJN for which it was
rumoured to have paid some $50,000. On
the fifth anniversary of the CJN in 1976
our editor wrote that the “siphoning off of
funds that have been contributed for
charity, for Jewish educational institutions and for Israel, is, we belive,
immoral.”
Joining The Jewish Standard
in that sometimes nasty fight was M. J.
Nurenberger, by then the publisher of the
fledgling independent Jewish Times.
Over the decades we mellowed somewhat in our attitude towards the CJN,
although never ceasing to believe that it
was more of a lapdog than a watchdog of the
Jewish establishment. The current editor
of The Jewish Standard and Mordechai BenDat have long had a cordial relationship and
when Julius Hayman passed away in 2000
the CJN ran a lengthy obituary. And so we
were saddened by the announcement of the
death of the CJN and hope those trying to
save the paper in some form are successful.
Every good publication dealing with matters
of Jewish interest increases the awareness
of the Jewish community of its problems, its
position in the world generally and, as well,
of its very considerable achievements. There
are altogether too few Anglo-Jewish publications still in existence for us to display any
sense of schadenfreude at the CJN’s financial woes.
In 1972, with the seemingly inexhaustible resources behind the CJN,
friends of the 43-year-old Jewish Standard
“made no bones” about their concern for
its survival. Many feared that The JS
w o u l d f o l l o w o t h e r J e w i s h newspapers, Yiddish and English, into the dustbin
of history. But I remember asking my
father whether he was “worried” that the
CJN would force him out of business. “Not
a chance”, was his confident reply.
Well, here we are, some 40 years
later, very much a part of what’s left of the
Anglo-Jewish publishing field. We may
not be a “household name”. Yes, in all

honesty, there are people who have never
heard of The Jewish Standard. But once
we give them a copy most soon realize
what they’ve been missing. We do, moreover,
have a loyal base of paying subscribers who, based on the feedback we
receive, eagerly await their monthly copy.
We don’t have 50 people working
for us. We subscribe to various wire services and news gathering organizations.
We pay a modest amount for good freelance articles. Readers will also notice
that most of our advertisers are nonJewish. They see our publication as a
means of tapping into the Jewish market.
It’s a sales pitch we use unapologetically
and, as the current issue illustrates, we
must be doing something right. Of course
we’ve had to adapt to the times and so now
all are issues are on our relatively new
website. It’s something we could do for a
very modest investment. The editor was
once asked how we could survive by
putting out a 12 page issue. His response
was clear and unequivocal: we survive
because we put out a twelve page issue.
Our longevity has never been determined
by the number of laudatory letters we can
print from the prime minister of the day.
Will the print media become extinct
in a few years as so many pundits predict?
Even we can’t say for absolute certainty.
But what we do know for sure is that The
Jewish Standard will remain a source of
information for those genuinely interested
in Jewish life. We will continue to offer our
readers a good publication, an independent publication and a responsible publication. And we will, as is our right, pursue
advertisers who have been freed from their
obligations to the CJN.
The current editor of The Jewish
Standard, now 69, has no plans to retire,
although he has little desire to preempt the
Anglo-Jewish publishing field in Eastern
Canada.
Ideally he would like to follow in
the footsteps of his father and die at his desk
at 92 working on the latest issue. But when
that inevitable day comes when he is no
longer able to continue, there is unlikely to
be a buyer with deep enough pockets willing
to tempt the fates of the Anglo-Jewish publishing field. It is entirely possible that this
publisher and editor will be forced into
retirement just in time. But for now, there
need be no fears for our future.

The Jewish Standard is published monthly inToronto and Montreal by Michael Hayman, B.A., M.A., Editor and Publisher. 20 McBride Lane,Toronto, Ontario
M2N 7B8. (416) 537-2696 Printed and bound in Toronto, Canada by Regal Press Canada. Publication Mail Registration Number 40715545 Please send all
address changes to: thejewishstandard@sympatico.ca We cannot guarantee that voice mail changes will be made.
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WORLD IN REVIEW
NEWS OF THE RECENT PAST IS REVIEWED
By NOAH FREEDMAN
The Jewish MP From
the Muslim World!
Azerbaijan’s foreign
minister Almar Mamadiarov’s
recent trip to Israel was a
positive event in itself.
What was even more
encouraging is that he was
accompanied by Yehuda
“Yavda” Abramov, apparently the only Jewish Member
of Parliament in the Muslim
world.
Abramov does not
really see the distinction as
being anything out of the
ordinary. “I do not see anything special in the fact that

a Jew serves as a member of
Parliament in a Muslim
country”, he told his
hosts. ”In our country there
is a complete equality of
rights between citizens, and
anyone can be elected.”
Abramov added that he
“was not elected by Jewish
citizens.” He saw his visit to
Israel as an opportunity to
build
bridges
between
Azerbaijan and Israel.
“There is a very good
friendship between the
countries. I have no doubt
that the currently visiting
delegation will bring about a
fundamental change in relations between the two

countries.”
Abramov is 65 and
comes
from
Krasnya,
Sloboda, near the city of
Kuba. He taught history
before entering politics, first
being elected to the post of
councilor before becoming
an MP.

Chief Rabbi’s
Fall from Grace
A few months ago
Gilles Bernheim, then the
respected chief rabbi of
France, told that Catholic
newspaper La Croix that he
was saddened by the fact
that France no longer

understood the “notion of
moral sense”. Turns out
that Bernheim should
have been the last person
lecturing the French on
morality and principles.
In 2011 Bernheim
released his well-received
book
“Forty
Jewish
Meditations”.
Recently
French
researchers
noticed that extended passages from the rabbi’s
book were lifted verbatim
from an earlier work by
philosopher Jean-Francois
L yotard.
Bernheim at first
claimed that it was actually
(Please turn to page 29)

J A S O N K E N N Y, M I N I S T E R O F C I T I Z E N S H I P, I M M I G R A T I O N A N D M U L T I C U L T U R A L I S M ,
and MPs Mark Adler and Mario Silva are shown with Holocaust survivors at the National
Holocaust Remembrance Day Ceremony at the Canadian War Museum.
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OTTAWA’S JEWISH
SINGING SENSATION
LEN GOLDFARB BRINGS HIS MUSICAL TALENTS TO SENIOR RESIDENCES
By MIKE COHEN
For Len Goldfarb,
life really did begin all over
again at the age of 70. From
operating a popular sporting goods store in the
Montreal suburb of Côte
Saint-Luc to
working in
business in South Florida
and Ottawa, becoming a
singing sensation was never
something which crossed
his mind.
A year and a half
into his new career as part
of the We Entertain Seniors
Circuit, he had 111 performances in 2012 and has
over 140 booked for 2013,
at retirement homes and
long care term facilities. in
Ontario. This might not be
Vegas, but Goldfarb is making waves and loving every
minute of the experience.
A longtime member
of Montreal’s Jewish community, Goldfarb’s Olympic
Sports Shop in Côte Saint-

Luc was where most kids
bought their first pair of
skates, baseball glove, football helmet and bicycle.
Goldfarb played in the local
softball leagues, coached
baseball and refereed hockey for all levels (except for
Pro). This made things all
the more surprising when
he and his wife Sandy
packed up shop in 1996
and moved to Wellington,
Florida. “My father-in-law
had a plumbing supply
business so we took up the
opportunity to go work
there,” he explained. “While
in Florida, my wife got bored
and went into the human
resources business. I soon
followed and we worked
together. By 2009 the recession had hit the United
S t a t e s and our business
started to slow down. With
our family growing in
Canada – now four grand-

children with two more on
the way - we decided it was
time to go ‘home.’ We chose
to live in Ottawa.”
While Sandy got
hired immediately at a
staffing firm, Len was not
sure what to do. One day he
was walking through a
shopping mall and saw a
help wanted sign in the window of a home accessories
store. Part-time work soon

became permanent part
time, and Len was busy, if
not totally fulfilled.
In 2010, he came
across information about a
company called Chartwell
Homes which organized a
cross Canada Senior Star
competition. Despite the
fact he had no prior experience as a singer, Len signed
up in the Ottawa region,
(Please turn to page 12)

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to Our
Jewish Friends and Customers throughout
OTTAWA AND AREA
We wish you continued success in the
years ahead.
It is always our privilege to serve you.
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We Are Pleased to Extend Best Wishes to Our
Jewish Friends and Customers throughout
OTTAWA
We wish you well in the coming year.
It is always a privilege to serve you.

A WORTHY
RECIPIENT
DOWN’S SYNDROME SOLDIER HONOURED BY IDF
Submitted by the ISRAEL TENNIS CENTRE

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of
OTTAWA
We wish you continued success in
the years ahead.
We are always privileged to serve you.

In a ceremony commemorating Israel’s 65th
anniversary, the Israel
Defense Forces honored
Elad Gevandschnaider, 24
years old, with its Award of
Excellence. Elad, a soldier
in the Israeli Army, has
Down’s Syndrome, and
points to his last six years
as an active player at the
Israel Tennis Center - Beer
Sheva as instrumental in
helping him to serve his
country.

ITC’s social impact
programs, including those
for developmentally challenged and physically handicapped children, have significantly improved the lives
of many participants like
Elad. Children in the program benefit from a structured physical routine in
the company of caring and
professional coaches. Once
introverted and without any
direction, the ITC experi(Please turn to page 13)

We Extend Best Wishes to Our Jewish
Friends and Patrons
throughout
OTTAWA
We invite you to enjoy our fine food
and friendly hospitality.
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PALESTINIAN
PRISONERS

We Take Pleasure in Extending Our Annual
Greetings to Our Jewish Friends and Clients
throughout
OTTAWA AND AREA
It has again been our privilege to serve you.

ISRAEL REFUTES PALESTINIAN CHARGES
By LINDA GRADSTEIN, MEDIA LINE
The long strings of
blue and white Israeli flags,
set up for Israel’s upcoming
Independence Day, flap
incongruously against the
background of barbed wire
and tall gray watchtowers.
Inside,
some
710
Palestinian
prisoners,
including 100 minors, wait
for their transfer to other
prisons or for their release.
Mohammed Jamal
Al-Natshe, 55, a Hamas legislator from Hebron with a
trim white beard, says that
he was arrested most
r ecently last month and

placed under administrative
detention, meaning that no
charges have been filed
against him.
“I spent eight years
in jail, from 2002 to 2012,
and then another 23
months, and then just three
months after being released
I was arrested again,” he
tells The Media Line. “There
is no charge or no accusation against me. I’m here
just because they (the
Israelis) don’t want me outside.”
Al-Natsche says he
(Please turn to page 14)

We Extend Best Wishes to the Jewish Community of
OTTAWA
We wish you continued success in the years ahead.
We are always privileged to serve you.

www.italfoods.ca
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We Extend Best Wishes to the Jewish Community of
OTTAWA AND AREA
We wish you well in the years ahead.
We are always pleased to serve you.

“IT’S THE
JEWS”
JORDANIAN JOURNALIST BLAMES JEWS FOR
BOSTON TERROR ATTACK
Submitted by MEMRI
"It has been known
for quite some time that the
U.S. is at the epicenter of a
Jewish plan to harm it by
removing it from its throne
as the world's only superpower – a move that is in
accordance
with
the
exploitative
Jewish
approach. America's fate
will be no better than that of
Great Britain, the womb
from which Israel emerged.

Nor will the Arab states that
allowed the establishment
of Israel be saved from the
Jewish plan to annihilate
them.
"Britain
is
the
superpower that violated all
laws, both natural and
man-made, when it established Israel in order to rid
itself of the Jews and create
an English-Christian state
(Please turn to page 18)
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T R AV E L
TA L E S

We take Great Pleasure in Extending Best Wishes
to Our Jewish Friends throughout
OTTAWA AND AREA
We wish you continued future success.
It is our pleasure to serve you.

HELPFUL HINTS FOR THE JEWISH TRAVELLER
By MIKE COHEN
ONTARIO SCIENCE
CENTRE: There is so much
to see and do when visiting
Toronto
(www.seetorontonow.com). On one of
my most recent trips, I
made my first visit ever to
the iconic and massive
Ontario Science Centre
(www.ontariosciencecentre.ca), home to interactive
experiences with science
and technology. Built into
the slope of the Don Valley,
the Science Centre contains

an array of inspiring spaces.
The
Weston
Family
Innovation Centre puts discovery, literally, in the
hands of visitors – and in
spring of 2012 evolved with
all-new,
fascinating
exhibits. KidSpark is the
extremely popular hall
designed for children under
eight to learn and explore.
In Space, visitors
will find the wonders of the
galaxy, the quests of astro(Please turn to page 21)

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to Our Jewish Friends and Customers throughout
OTTAWA AND AREA
We wish you well in the coming years
We are always pleased to serve you.

COUNTER TOPIKS
Over 25 Years Experience in Custom
Counter Surfaces
RETAIL AND WHOLESALE
www.countertopiks.com
2212 Gladwin Cr...........613 224-1466
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We Take Great Pleasure in
Extending Best Wishes to Our
Jewish Friends and Customers in
OTTAWA AND SURROUNDING AREAS
We wish you well in the year ahead.
We would be pleased to host your next “simcha”!

TOP GUN
IN AIF
BOYS TOWN GRADUATE HAS COME
A LONG WAY
Submitted by Boys Town Jerusalem

We take Great Pleasure in Extending
Best Wishes to Our Jewish Friends throughout
OTTAWA AND AREA
We are always pleased to serve you.

“Probably
the
Number One Pilot in the Air
Force” Daniel was a frightened 10-year-old when he
took his first airline flight,
as he and his family fled
Romania for Israel in 1991.
Today, Daniel is one of the
top combat pilots in the
Israel Air Force, and has
recently been appointed the
deputy commander of a
major
fighter-plane
squadron. His teachers at
Boys Town Jerusalem recall
the moment Daniel began to
soar.
“Daniel (Full name
withheld for security purposes) did not have an easy
time,” recalls his principal,
Rabbi Elimelech Ya’akov.
“He arrived at Boys Town as
a new immigrant, and
struggled to master Hebrew
and keep up with his studies. But we were struck by
the extremely methodical
study
habits
Daniel
demanded of himself. He

advanced step by step,
painstakingly gaining command of the material before
proceeding further. That
diligence and systematic
approach was the secret to
Daniel’s success at Boys
Town---and his brilliant rise
to the pinnacle he has
reached today.”
Daniel’s fierce love
for Israel grew from his
childhood in Romania. “I
remember how harsh the
Communist era was, with
food scarce and rationed,”
he explained in a recent
Israeli TV broadcast. “At
that time, it was forbidden
to even talk about immigrating to Israel. But my
parents made it very clear
that our ultimate goal was
to get to Israel.” Today, 23
years after narrowly escaping Romania, the esteemed
pilot admitted, “Every time
I taxi for take-of f, I look
around me at the Israeli
(Please turn to page 23)
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R AY O F H O P E I N
EGYPT
JEWISH LEADER’S FUNERAL BRINGS OUT THE BEST IN EGYPTIANS
By SHERIF ELHELWA, MEDIA LINE
Against the backdrop of accusations of religious intolerance being leveled at the Morsi government, the scene in Cairo
recently as Muslims participated at the funeral of former Jewish community
leader Carmen Weinstein
was both incongruous and
encouraging. To some, it
was an example of growing
Egyptian Muslim interest in

the dwindling Jewish population, especially since the
Egyptian Revolution in
2011.
“This is the first time
I have seen this number of
visitors and journalists
come to the synagogue,”
marveled Magda Haroun,
Weinstein's successor at the
Cairo Jewish Community
Center. “I am glad they're all
here, and I would love to see

them more often,” she said.
Indeed, with some
100 Muslims in attendance
at the funeral along with
about “two handfuls” of
Jews, the impression of harmony, brotherhood, love
and support for each other
was also reflected in the
eulogies for Weinstein.
Even
Egyptian
President Mohammed Morsi
issued a statement mourn-

ing the loss of Weinstein,
saying, “She was a dedicated Egyptian who worked
tirelessly to preserve the
Egyptian Jewish heritage
and valued, above all, living
and dying in her country,
Egypt.”
The Hebrew Kadish
prayer for the dead was
recited by Moroccan Rabbi
Mark Elfassy, who came
(Please turn to page 24)

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the Jewish Community of
OTTAWA AND AREA
We wish you well in the coming years
We are always pleased to serve you.
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We Extend Best Wishes to the Jewish Community of
OTTAWA
It is always a privilege to serve you.

THE KARSON GROUP
KARSON ASPHALT PAVING
SAND GRAVEL TOPSOIL FILL
QUARRIED LIMESTONE AGGREGATES
GOLF COURSE SOILS
ROAD CONSTRUCTION
EQUIPMENT RENTALS
SNOW REMOVAL

3725 CARP RD. CARP
839-2816
TOLL FREE
1-800-469-0790
We Take Pleasure in Extending
Best Wishes to Our Jewish Friends
throughout
OTTAWA AND AREA
We wish you well in the years to come.
We are always pleased to serve you.

SINGING SENSATION
(Continued from page 5)
and fared pretty well. He
did so for three consecutive years. He also entered
the competition in the
Brockville region in 2012,
and finishing second (losing
first place by a half a point).
Needless to say, he’s
entered the competitions
again, and will be at the
Casino in Gatineau on June
12 and the 1000 Island Mall
in Brockville on June 20.
What followed after
the 2011 competition were
requests for Goldfarb to
perform at different retirement homes. After several
successful
appearances
beginning in February of
2012, a star was born.
Word of mouth and a listing
on the We Entertain Senior
web site, saw his popularity
and demands to perform
soar dramatically.
His
repertoire of songs include
those made popular
by
such artists as Elvis, Dean
Martin, Ray Price, Willy
Nelson, Neil Diamond and
Kenny Rogers, to name just
a few.
Audiences can
expect to see a real ham; a
clown who does a lot of joking around and really
makes everyone feel very
much part of the show. “I
touch hearts, bending down
often to kiss the hands of
the ladies. It has been a
wonderful experience for
me, and it’s actually now
become a passion.”
Goldfarb, now 71,
does indeed consider himself semi-retired and these
gigs do not necessarily pay
the rent. He charges
“enough to cover my
expenses and a meal once
in a while. My fee varies
depending upon the distance to travel, and I am
willing to drive up to 100
km to perform,” he said. “I
will be heading to Toronto
at some point to visit friends
so I’d certainly like to do
some shows there”.
You can check out
Len’s
page
at
http://www.weentertainse

niors.com/detail.php?did=6
79 where all of his contact
information is listed. He’ll
soon start seeking 2014
bookings. This “show stopper” with his passion for
singing
and
providing
humour for seniors should
not be missed.

We Extend Best Wishes
to Our
Jewish Friends
throughout
OTTAWA AND AREA
We wish you well in
the coming year.
It is always a
privilege to serve you.

We Extend
Best Wishes to
Our Jewish Friends
and Customers in
OTTAWA
We wish you well in
the year ahead.
We are always
pleased to serve you.
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We Extend Best Wishes
to the
Jewish Community of
OTTAWA
We would be pleased to
help you plan your next
“simcha”

We Extend Best Wishes
to the Our
Jewish Friends
and Clients throughout
OTTAWA
We wish you well in the
years ahead.
We are always pleased
to serve your needs.
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WORTHY RECIPIENT
(Continued from page 6)
ence dramatically changed
Elad’s life by teaching life
skills that have been invaluable on and off the court.
Not only has Elad won multiple
Special
Olympic
medals around the world,
he was also the first player
with special needs to travel
to the United States and
represent the ITC by participating in exhibition matches to raise funds.
Elad’s father, an
immigrant from Poland,
proudly reflected on how
much Elad had changed,
thanks to the Israel Tennis
Centers. “My son has
become more disciplined,
confident and sociable.” ITC
International
President,
Larry Greenspon, from
Chicago agreed, noting that
“since Elad started playing
at the ITC in 2004, he has
become an independent
young man, traveling to the
center by bus, competing in
many Special Olympics
tournaments across the
world and winning Gold
medals. Building independent life skills is an important goal for all young
adults, especially for those
like Elad, where the acquisition of such skills is best
taught through real world
experiences.”
Emotions ran high
during
the
65th
IDF
anniversary event, as the
(Please turn to following page)

We Extend Best Wishs to Our Jewish
Friends and Patrons throughout
OTTAWA
We invite you to enjoy our fine food and
warm and friendly ambiance.

We Take Pleasure in Extending
Our Greetings to the Jewish Community of
OTTAWA
It is always a privilege to serve you.
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We Take Pleasure in Extending Best Wishes
to Our Jewish Friends and Customers in
OTTAWA
We wish you continued success in the year ahead.

WORTHY RECIPIENT
(Continued from preceding page)
overflow crowd applauded
for all of the award recipients, saving its loudest
cheering for their very special soldier with Down’s
Syndrome, Elad. The thunderous ovation did not stop
until
the
Brigade
Commander walked over to
personally
congratulate
Elad for his achievement.
Following the ceremony, it

was announced that Elad’s
parents had dedicated his
award to the Israel Tennis
Centers in recognition of the
tremendous impact that the
ITC has had on his life and
thousands of other young
people over the past 36
years.
Indeed, there are
21,000 children participating in the program, many
from disadvantaged areas.

•
PALESTINIAN PRISONERS
(Continued from page 7)
has been experiencing pain
behind his ear and has
asked several times to see a
doctor,
but
said
his
requests have been refused.
The complaint comes after
the death of Maysara Abu
Hamdieh, 63, earlier this
month from esophageal

cancer in a different Israeli
prison. Palestinian officials
insist he did not receive
adequate medical care, and
blamed Israel for his death,
which sparked demonstrations throughout the West
Bank and the Gaza Strip.
“Abu Hamdieh com-

With Best Wishes - To Serve You Better

UNIQUE
CONSTRUCTION
Renovations, Additions, Repairs of all Kinds
Baths, Accessibility Issues, Rec. Rooms
Doors/Windows/Decks/Ramps/Fences
Flooring, Plumbing, Misc.
FREE ESTIMATE • OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE •REFERENCES
Owner: Mike MacIsaac
Cell: 613 862-9575
Office: 613 727-9574
E-mail: uniqueconstruction@rogers.com
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We Take Great
Pleasure in Extending
Best Wishes to Our
Jewish Friends in
OTTAWA
We wish you well in
the year ahead.
We are always
pleased to serve you.

We Extend
Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of
OTTAWA
We wish you
continued success in
the years ahead.
We are pleased to
serve you.
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plained for months and he
did not get treatment for
cancer,” Gavan Kelly of the
Addameer Prisoner Support
and
Human
Rights
Association told The Media
Line. “Would this happen to
an Israeli citizen? I very
much doubt it.”
Israeli
Prisons
Service officials insisted
Abu Hamdieh, who died in
an Israeli hospital three
days after he was transferred there and began
receiving
chemotherapy,
was given appropriate medical care.
“Palestinian prisoners' access to medical care
is better than what I can get
as a citizen,” Ofer Prison
Warden Yakov Shalom told
a group of visiting journalists. “There are some complaints about long waits for
certain operations in hospitals. But in truth, hospitals
aren’t really happy to get
our detainees so they often
bump them up on the lists
(even before Israeli citizens).”
Canadian-born
Naftali
Smulowitz,
a
Lieutenant-Colonel in the
Prison Service, told the visitors that the prison service
takes its obligation to provide medical care seriously.
“I’ve seen people
who never saw a dentist in
their lives and then they
come here and get excellent
treatment,” he said. “We
take all complaints about
lack of access to medical
care very seriously.”
Chief
Warden
Shalom said that the death
of any prisoner in Israeli
custody is investigated both
internally and independently. Prison spokeswoman
Sivan
Weizman
denied
claims of medical negligence.
But Amany Dayif of
Physicians
for
Human
Rights said their investigation shows that the doctors
at Ofer Prison diagnosed
Maysara’s cancer only in
February.
“By that point it
(Please tu following page)

We Extend Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of Ottawa
We are always privileged to serve you.

We Join in Extending Best Wishes
to Our Jewish Friends and Patients in
OTTAWA
We wish you well in the years to come.
We are always pleased to discuss
your special dental needs.
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We Extend Best Wishes to Our
Jewish Friends and Clients throughout
OTTAWA
We wish you continued success
in the years ahead.
It is our privilege to serve you.

PALESTINIAN PRISONERS
(Continued from preceding page)
seems that his cancer was
very much advanced – on
his lungs, internal organs,
spine and arms,” she told
The Media Line. “So he
should have been examined. His position is that he
had been complaining for
years. And he was first
checked by a specialist – a
mouth specialist—but from
then his situation got more
complicated. They did more
tests, it seems. It doesn’t
seem logical that a person of
his age, with the complaints
that he’d given for years,
was only diagnosed then.”
Dayif says that the
Prisons
Service
often
believes that prisoners are

making themselves look
sick in order to get out of
prison. Addameer says that
since 1967, 207 Palestinian
prisoners have died while in
Israeli custody, 52 of them
due to medical neglect. They
charge that in addition to
Abu Hamdieh, another prisoner, Ashraf Abu Dhra’, 29,
who suffered from muscular
dystrophy and other medical problems, died soon
after he was released from
an Israeli jail. He was diagnosed with lung failure,
immunodeficiency and a
brain virus that eventually
led to his death.
Israeli prison officials were not available to

We Extend Best Wishes to the Jewish Community of
OTTAWA
We wish you continued success in the years ahead.
We are always privileged to serve you.
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comment on this case.
Another prisoner, Arafat
Jaradat, 30, died in Israeli
custody in March. Israeli
officials said he had a heart
attack; Palestinians claimed
he was tortured.
On a tour of the Ofer
Prison sponsored by the
Israel Government Press
Office,
journalists
saw
clean, well-kept cells and a
recreation yard with a pingpong table. There a total of
4,998 Palestinian prisoners
in Israeli jails today. Ofer
Prison is the only one built
on land Israel acquired in
the 1967 war, and most of
its detainees are there for
short stints of up to a few
months prior to and during
their trials. Gavan Kelly of
Addameer says conditions
at Ofer are significantly better than at other places.
In the youth wing,
an adult Palestinian prisoner was teaching a group of

17
teenagers basic math. In a
cell with five neatly-made
bunk beds, the detainees
seemed eager to talk.
“I was just walking
down the street when they
grabbed me and arrested
me,” Salama Indidoon, 16,
wearing a brown Puma Tshirt told The Media Line.
“They took me to court and
said I threw stones and gave
me a month in jail. I just
want to go home and see my
family.”
The minors have a
small
recreation
room
where they can watch
DVDs. Their main complaint is that they are not
allowed to have cell phones
and do not see their families
enough.
Yakov Shalom of the
Prisons Service says each
Palestinian
prisoner
is
allowed a family visit of 45
minutes once every two
(Please turn to following page)
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Friends and Guests throughout
OTTAWA AND SURROUNDING AREAS
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friendly hospitality.

PALESTINIAN PRISONERS
(Continued from preceding page)
weeks. For the last 10 minutes, children under age 8
are allowed direct physical
contact with the prisoner.
At the Ofer Prison,
the kitchen is run by the
detainees themselves. They
can supplement the prison
food with food from the canteen.
The
Palestinian
Authority provides $110
each month per prisoner for
their use at the canteen;
families can deposit up to
$360 each month in addition.
The prisoners are
segregated according to
political affiliation, with 30
percent of them from Fatah,
30 percent from Hamas, 15

•
IT’S THE JEWS

percent from Islamic Jihad,
and 15 percent from other
organizations.
“We try to preserve
respect for prisoners and all
of their rights,” Shalom
said. “But they also know
that they have obligations
as well as rights. They are
punished for every transgression, usually by being
locked in their cells.”
We Join in Extending Best
Wishes to Our Jewish
Friends and Customers in
OTTAWA
We wish you great success
in all your endeavours.
It is always our privilege
to serve you.

(Continued from page 8)

We Extend Best Wishes to Our Jewish
Friends and Customers throughout
OTTAWA AND AREA
We are always pleased to serve you.

purged of Jews. But after
they
grew
strong
in
Palestine by emigrating
there, they expelled the
British from Palestine, seeing Britain as an occupying
state. And now they are
destroying the Arab regimes
that supported them.
"They [the Jews]
made an alliance with the
Nazi Hitler, who is considered to be the first Western
leader
who
promised
Palestine to them. They
agreed to hand over the old
and sick Jews, to be disposed of as Hitler saw fit,
and in return, he allowed
them to send the young
Jews to Palestine. I do not
know if Hitler did this
knowingly, or was misled by
the Jews, because after the
war
the
Jews
looted
Germany on the grounds
that Hitler had burned the
Jews…”
"At
first,
they
claimed that Hitler had
killed 40 million Jews, but
the international community was outraged by the magnitude of this lie and they
were forced to recant it.
Then they claimed that
Hitler the Nazi had exterminated 24 million Jews, but
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Extending Best Wishes to
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OTTAWA AND
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year ahead.
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serve you.
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this lie too outraged the
international community,
so they reduced the number
to six million, and did not
back down from this claim.
"We will never forget
the September 11, 2001 terror attacks that shook
America. But if you think
about it, you will find that
the Jews and their allies in
the American right committed that heinous crime in
order to embroil America in
wars
of
attrition
in
Afghanistan and Iraq, and
in order to keep it from
recuperating and resuming
its pressure on Israel to
resolve the Palestinian
(Please turn to following page)
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IT’S THE JEWS
(Continued from preceding page)
problem by establishing a
Palestinian state. They tried
several times to convince
President Obama to attack
Iran by letting Israel carry
out the attack, but he
refused. During his last visit
to the region, he promised

to make serious efforts to
resolve the Palestinian
problem, and told the
Israelis that John Kerry
would be America's point
man for peace in the region.
"Looking at it from
this perspective, we see

We Extend Best Wishes to Our
Jewish Friends throughout
OTTAWA

that the bombing of the
Twin Towers was meant to
embroil America in the
Middle East, whereas the
Boston bombing and its
repercussions were meant
to deter America from trying
to
pressure
Israel
to
advance the peace process
in the region.
"The most puzzling
point in this context is that
former
U.S.
president
George Bush Jr. announced
the identity of those who had
perpetrated the September
11 attacks. He said they
were members of Al-Qaeda
and that he had their passports, which had been found
in the ruins of the two towers. The fire that, as we
know, had consumed steel…
had not managed to burn
these passports, thank God.
President Obama, on the
other hand, is cleverer than
his predecessor and understands the rules of the game.
He has not announced the
names of the Boston perpetrators and has blamed
nobody, and it has been said
that the operation was a
domestic one…
"The terrorist bombing that took place during
the Boston marathon, near
the finish line, clearly bears
Jewish fingerprints. It is a
message
to
President
Obama to stop messing with
Israel. These explosions
were probably not the first
warning issued to President
Obama, nor will they be the
last, for they will not let him
enjoy his second term in
office, and have even decided to target him personally.
"According
to
American sources, one week
before
the
marathon,
Boston police officers began
to train, with dogs, to put
out fires in this area. These
explosions are another link
in the chain of bombings
that America has witnessed
in Oklahoma and elsewhere.
"The Jews and their
allies in the American right
– who harbor intense hatred
for anyone who isn't white
and still regret that a black

president occupies the
White House – will not let
President Obama discharge
his second term in office
without problems. The
Jews, as usual, are impossible to make an alliance
with. They have no loyalty
towards those who have
served them, and betrayal is
in their nature."
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TRAVEL TALES
(Continued from page 9)
WHERE TO STAY:
nauts and a state-of-theart
planetarium.
A We made reservations at the
Question of Truth chal- Delta C h e l s e a H o t e l
lenges
beliefs
and (www. deltachelsea.com),
Mindworks delves into the which during low traffic
mysteries of the human periods is an easy 15
brain. Living Earth delivers minute drive to the Science
natural wonder, including Centre via the Don Valley
a simulated tornado and a Parkway. This is Canada’s
full rainforest environment. largest hotel and it offers a
The Science Arcade is a fan variety of options in terms of
favorite with a complete guestrooms and meeting
hands-on science experi- space. Located in the heart
ence that includes the of downtown Toronto at 33
famous electricity demo. A Gerrard Street West, it is
rich variety of program- within walking distance of
ming is presented through- the College subway station,
out the year. And of course, the city’s central business
they have what is still district, government offices
Ontario’s
only
IMAX® and the hospital communiDome theatre – reason in ty. For tourists, you also
itself to visit. We watched happen to be only minutes
Born to Be Wild, a wonder- from the city’s best shopful documentary narrated ping districts, notably the
Eaton
Centre,
by actor Morgan Freeman Toronto
about orphaned orang- Yonge-Dundas Square, fanutans and elephants and tastic live theatre, vibrant
the extraordinary people nightlife and exciting attracwho rescue and raise them. tions. As of July it will no
The Science Centre longer be part of the Delta
remains
ever-innovative chain and be renamed the
and is now developing a new Eaton Chelsea, Toronto.
There are an incredible
permanent
exhibition,
(Please turn to following page)
called The Human Edge.
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Friends and Customers throughout
OTTAWA AND AREA
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TRAVEL TALES
(Continued from preceding page)
1,590 rooms at this facility.
Business travelers can take
advantage of a complimentary hotel shuttle which
should be booked at least
one day in advance. It is
easy to maintain your fitness routine while staying at
the Delta Chelsea. The
health club gives you unlimited access to cardio and
weight training equipment.
There are two pools: one for
adults-only
(with
a
whirlpool as well) and their
big draw, a second floor
Family Fun Zone featuring a
family pool with a 130 foot
indoor 'Corkscrew' waterslide, Club 33 teen lounge
and Kid Centre. They even
have a Camp Chelsea, an
all day camp for children
aged five to 12, with activities including time at the
waterslide, games, arts and
crafts, a lunch and dinner
buffet, two snacks and even
behind the scenes tours of
the hotel.
All rooms
feature
the Delta “Sanctuary Bed.”
with luxurious pillow top
mattress, white striped bedding, plush duvet, designer
cummerbund and accent
pillow. There is a work desk,
complimentary high-speed
wireless internet, an iron
and
ironing
board,
coffee/tea maker, bathrobe
and hairdryer.
Children
aged 17 and under stay for
free when they are with a
parent or guardian. Those
under six get to “eat for free”
from the special kids menu.
Small to medium-sized cats
and dogs are permitted for a
nominal fee.
The Delta Chelsea was
recognized as the “Best
Family Hotel in the GTA”
from the readers of
CityParent Magazine. The
indoor parking lot is also
very convenient and, equally important, cost effective.
You can get in and out privileges. While in town we had
to go to the Queen Elizabeth
Theatre. The concierge told
me it would be at least a

$25 cab ride each way or
$14
for
parking.
Considering the fact we
went to two shows there,
the total cost was $28 for
parking versus a potential
$100 cab bill. For more
information readers can call
1-888-890-3222.
Mike Cohen’s email
address is info@mikecohen.ca. Follow his travels at
www.sandboxworld.com/
travel and on Twitter @mikecohen.ca
We Extend Best Wishes to
the Jewish Community of
OTTAWA AND AREA
and wish you well in the
years ahead.
It is our privilege to
serve you.
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TOP GUN
(Continued from page 10)
countryside and say, ‘This
cannot be taken for granted. “Yet the early years in
Israel were fraught with
hardships for Daniel and
his family. His parents
were very poor, and young
Daniel pitched in by cleaning stairwells of apartment
buildings. “At Boys Town
we tried to encourage
him.” Rabbi Elimelech
explained. “He was very
strong, and kept fit. We
actually gave him time off
to work out in a fitness
center in the city. He was
well-liked by his classmates and excelled in his
electronics studies---but
his every accomplishment
was very hard-won.”
Following his graduation from Boys Town,
Daniel joined the Israel Air

Force (IAF) and was selected
for an elite reconnaissance
unit. He was then tapped
for the officer’s training
course, and later accepted
to the exclusive pilot’s training course. “At the commencement ceremony, I
thought the heavens had
opened up for me and let me
see my son as a soldier,
where he can give of himself
with love, here in our own
Land,” exclaimed Daniel’s
proud mother.
Throughout
his
illustrious career in the Air
Force, Daniel has remained
in contact with his Boys
Town Jerusalem teachers
and rabbis. “We are proud
of his every accomplishment, including becoming a
wonder ful husband and
(Please turn to following page)

IT LOOKS LIKE JUST A REGULAR PARKING LOT
and in peacetime that’s exactly what it is at the
Rambam Medical Center in Haifa. But during
wartime the parking lot will be transformed into a
2,000 bed hospital to service Israel’s entire northern region. Rambam has been exposed to missile
attacks from both Lebanon and Gaza creating the
need for such a facility. It is eight meters below
sea level and has the capacity to generate its own
power. Beds, oxygen tanks, dialysis machines
and other equipment are stored within the walls.
“Not every hospital in the country needs such facilities”, says Prof. Rafael Beyar, the medical center’s
director-general.
“The experts decide where
underground hospitals are needed.”
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TOP GUN
(Continued from preceding page)
father. We know he will be
outstanding in his new
appointment,” said Rabbi
Ya’akov. “When then-Air
Force Chief of Staff
Ido
Nehoshtan visited Boys
Town last year, I mentioned
that Daniel was one of our
graduates. ‘He’s probably
the number one pilot in the
Air Force,’ the commander
replied.
At
Boys
Town
Jerusalem, there are many
more students overcoming
hardships who will soon
soar alongside him.

•
RAY OF HOPE
(Continued from page 11)
from Paris to officiate and
help provide the needed
quorum of ten Jewish men.
“We needed 10 Jewish
males to attend the service,
and I guess God has granted us what we needed. I
don't care if the males present were Muslims or Jews,
as long as they loved
Carmen. You can't really
tell who is a Jew and who
isn't,” Elfassy told The
Media Line.
Such a gathering
would have been unheard of
under the rule of president
Gamal Abdel Nasser, who
ruled in the 1950s and
1960s, and other Egyptian
governments.
But
the
recent release of an independent film called Jews of
Egypt by director Amir
Ramses depicting the modern history of Egypt’s Jews
has sparked interest in the
Jewish community and its
fascinating past among the
nation’s Muslims.
The film, now playing at several theaters and - whose release Ramses
says was delayed due to
what
the
government
claimed were national security concerns -- shows how
discussions about Jewish
heritage and Jews living in
Egypt were silenced during
Nasser's rule and beyond;
and how little the average
Egyptian knows about his

Best Wishes to the Jewish
Community from
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Jewish neighbors. Critics
who suggest the film reveals
how much Egyptians don't
know about the history of
their own country blame
60-years of misinformation
from successive Egyptian
governments and antiSemites worldwide.
Ramses's
film
underscores the patriotism
the Jews displayed to Egypt
despite their difficult situation.
The
movie,
for
instance, mentions the
heroic and patriotic acts of
such Egyptian Jews as the
famous political activist
Henri Curiel during the
Suez crisis of 1956, when
he acquired secret information about the impending
Anglo-French-Israeli invasion of Egypt which he tried
to pass on to President
Nasser. An attempt by
Curiel
to
regain
his
Egyptian citizenship for this
service, however, failed and
the Sinai Campaign went
ahead.
According to the
movie, finally released after
outcries from Egyptian liberal movements calling for
free speech and media,
Jews forced into leaving
their own country never felt
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anything but Egyptian, and
continued offering help to
the Egyptian government,
especially during EgyptianIsraeli wars.
One who nurtured
his continued connection to
his ancestors' homeland
was present at Weinstein’s
funeral. Sam Amiel, an
Egyptian Jew who now
works in Israel as a senior
program manager for the
American Jewish Joint
Distribution Center (JDC),
attended as a way of connecting to the unforgotten
lands of his father.
“I am an Egyptian
Jew, the son of Moussa,
who left for the United
States some 50 years ago. I
came back to be part of my
heritage,” he told The Media
Line. He said, “We at JDC
proudly send kosher food to
Jewish people in Egypt.”
Many
influential
Egyptians attended the
funeral at the Sha'ar
HaShamayim Synagogue on
Adly Street in downtown
Cairo.
Aly
al-Saman,
President
of
the
International Union for
Intercultural and Interfaith
Dialogue
and
Peace
Education for Europe and
Egypt, told The Media Line
that, “Egypt belongs to all
faiths and it's their [the
Jews'] country as much as
ours.”
Gaber El Beltagy, a
music professor and an
Egyptian opera star who
sang at the 100th anniversary of the synagogue in
2007, and was also in attendance, said, “I sang a song
at this place in seven languages to show the world
that I am a Muslim, and I
am happy to be among the
Egyptian Jews, my partners
in our country.”
Weinstein’s successor Haroun was also accompanied
by
Israel’s
Ambassador
to
Egypt
Yaakov Amitai, who called
Weinstein “a mother with a
warm heart for the Egyptian
Jewish community.”
After the rituals and
(Please turn to following page)
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RAY OF HOPE
(Continued from preceding page)
speeches, Weinstein's coffin
was transferred for burial in
the Jewish Cemetery of
Basatin, the second oldest
Jewish cemetery in the
world. It was a fitting burial
place for Weinstein, who
worked diligently to restore
the cemetery and to ensure
it was included under the
government restoration program for antiquities. The
cemetery
had
been
encroached by trespassers
and people living among the
headstones. “I hope that
our efforts can stop the desecration
of
Bassalin
Cemetery,” Rabbi Andrew
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Baker of the Washingtonbased American Jewish
Committee said at the
funeral.
Filling Weinstein's
shoes won't be easy, but
Magda Haroun, also known
as Maggy, is continuing the
legacy of a modern strongwilled Egyptian Jewish
woman. Born in Alexandria
61 years ago, she practiced
law at her father's law firm
and is currently a partner
with her sister, Nadia
Haroun.
The Haroun sisters,
the youngest Jewish women
in Egypt, were raised in a
home where humanitarian
values were sacred and love
for Egypt intense. “I am the
daughter
of
Shehata
Haroun who didn't know
the difference between yellow, white or black. To him,
Muslims,
Jews
and
Christians were just human
beings. We are Egyptians,”
Maggy said proudly.
Shehata
Haroun,
who died in 2001, believed
strongly in human and
socialist values and refused
to leave Egypt even when its
Jews were coerced into
doing so. He was a found-
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ing member of the Egyptian
Communist Party along
with other leading Egyptian
Muslim and Coptic politicians. However, he was better known for his hostility
towards
Zionism
and
Israel's policies regarding
the Palestinians.
While happy about
the release of the film, Maggy
Haroun is concerned over
neglect and ignorance on the
part of the Egyptian government and other Egyptians
concerning those Jews who
remain in Egypt, despite the
fact that Egyptian Jews were
an influential part of
Egyptian society.
“Do people know
that the architect who
designed and built the
famous Omar Makram
Mosque was an Italian Jew
living in Egypt, by the name
of Maria Rossi? Do they
know that the famous
Egyptian movie star and
singer Leila Mourad was a
Jew?”
she
asks.
Nonetheless, Maggy herself
says, “I am an Egyptian
before being Jewish.”
That Egyptian part
of their identity was always
important to the Jews who
settled there, having immigrated from elsewhere.
Egypt was a Mecca for Jews

27
around the world escaping
persecution in the West,
especially during the 15th
and 16th centuries when
Jews
persecuted
in
Spaiescaped to Egypt. A
massive wave of Jewish merchants from throughout the
Ottoman Empire also immigrated to Egypt when the
Suez Canal was opened in
1869.
Not long ago, around
the time of the 1952 coup
that
ousted
the
last
Egyptian monarch, King
Farouk, Egypt had a
vibrant, rich Jewish culture
and Jews were prominent
members of the Egyptian
community. There were
some 80,000 Egyptian Jews
in 1952, but that number
declined as Egyptian-Israeli
relations worsened due to
propaganda painting the
Jews of the Arab world as
conspirators and Zionists.
After the Six-Day War, massive numbers of Egyptians
were forced to leave in order
to escape prosecution for
spying by state authorities.
Today, Egypt has 19
synagogues:
10
in
Alexandria and 9 in Cairo,
but only three remain in
operation: in Cairo, the
Sha'ar Hashamayim
(Please turn to following page)
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RAY OF HOPE
(Continued from preceding page)
Synagogue; the Maimonides
Synagogue; and the BenEzra Synagogue in the
Fustat area near the capital. The Eliyahu Hanavi
Synagogue on Alexandria's
Nabi Daniel Street was
closed for security reasons
in 2012, after Egyptian officials there said they could
not guarantee worshippers' safety.
There are two types
of Arabic-speaking Jews living in Egypt, believed to
total fewer than fifty,
according to Haroun and
her husband, but no official
number is available. They
are divided between the socalled Rabbinate Jews in
Cairo, who also follow the
oral law, and the Karaites in
Alexandria, who follow only
what is written in the Torah
[Five Books of Moses].
Maggy's
Italian
Egyptian
husband
Dr.
Roberto Orfanelli, who
works at the Italian hospital

in Cairo's Abassia neighborhood, said, “We are all
Egyptians, regardless of our
religion. I am a Catholic and
my wife is a Jew. I don't like
politics and I don't believe
in it. It's a lot of headache.
Most of the Jews in Egypt
decided to stay away from
politics and keep a low profile…. There was antiS e m i t i s m in the United
States as well, but here in
Egypt it was worse.”
"The
remaining
Egyptian Jews decided to
stay below the radar in
order to avoid friction due to
the fact that Egyptians are
unwillingly being fed misinformation about Egyptian
Jews who were once a
thread in the fabric of
Egyptian society," Orfanelli
told The Media Line.
“Ramses's film will hopefully help give Egyptians more
real truths about the once
illustrious Egyptian Jewish
community.”
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The turnout at the
funeral gives Maggy Haroun
hope to change Muslim and
Christian Egyptians' views
about the Jewish community as she tries to continue
Weinstein's legacy. “I don't
feel threatened in my own
country, and surprisingly,
the Egyptian government,
Muslim friends and the system are protecting me,” she
said defiantly.
“It's not fear that we
experience here in Egypt.
It's ignorance -- ignorance
which calls into question
our value as human beings
and how much we want to
live like everyone else, as
Egyptians in peace!” she
told The Media Line, adding,
“I will do my best to revive
this Jewish heritage and
restore our legacy as patriotic Egyptians.”

•
WORLD IN REVIEW
(Continued from page 4)
Lyotard who had plagiarized one of his books.
When that didn’t work the
rabbi blamed one of his
research assistants.
He
insisted that he would not
resign his post over what he
told critics was an honest
mistake.
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But controversy continued to grow.
Other
researchers found that various passages in Bernheim’s
book were taken from the
likes of Elie Wiesel, JeanMarie
Domenach
and
Vladimir Jankelevitch. And
just for good measure
Bernheim passed the writings of the reactionary
Catholic priest JosephMarie Verlinde and the anti
gay Beatrice Bourges off as
his own work. He had, in
fact, copied Verlinde and
Bourges word for word.
Bernheim still tried

to hang on to his position.
But the end came when it
was found that he had lied
about his credentials.
Bernheim maintained that
he had a doctorate in philosophy from the distinguished Sorbonne. But
in fact Rabbi Bernheim
never finished his degree.
Now even his supporters
had had enough. His claim
that resigning would be
“an act of desertion” found
no sympathy even in The
Tribune Juive that initially had rallied to his
defence.

Lawmaker
Apologizes
Oklahoma
state
majority leader Dennis
Johnson has apologized for
using
the
anti-Semitic
expression “Jew down”
while on the House floor.
In a letter to the ADL
Johnson admitted that his
comments were a “serious
offence and I have no
excuse for using such a
thoughtless phrase”. “What
I said was wrong and hurtful to many decent people”.
(Please turn to following page)
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Conspiracy Theorist
Removed from Panel
Annie Machon is a
former MI5 intelligence officer who just happens to
believe that the September
2011 terrorist attacks were
orchestrated by the U.S.
government “as a pretext for
war and...to erode our freedom”.
Machon has also
claimed that the Mossad
was behind the 1994 bombing of Israel’s Embassy in
London. She was scheduled
to appear on a United
Nations panel discussion in
early June.
But B’nai B’rith
International wrote to U.S.
Secretary-General Ban kimoon
and
to
the
Permanent
Mission
of
Switzerland to the United
Nations requesting that
Machon be removed from
the panel. “Her outrageous
and offensive views,” B’nai
B’rith said in its statement

“do not deserve a prominent
platform - let alone in the
city most scarred by the
horrific events of 9/11”.
Machon
was
removed from the program.

Dutch Ceremony
On Yom Kippur
It was not done on
purpose but a farewell party
for the recently abdicated
Dutch Queen Beatrix has
been
scheduled
for
September 14th, which just
happens to be Yom Kippur.
Holland’s chief inter-provincial rabbi Binyomin Jacobs
said that Dutch Jews were
“vexed” by the decision.
“We’re not angry”, he said,
“but pained.”
Discussions
are
under way to “find the best
way to make the day happen” but scheduling constraints will make changing
the date impossible,
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