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WHILE IT WOULD BE FOOLISH FOR CANADIAN JEWS TO
slough off acts of anti-Semitism, there is no justification for
worrying that “it could happen here”.

Anti-Semitism in Canada A Return to Reason

ANITA SURMAN
Editor
General News Section

We applaud the work that the
League for Human Rights of Bnai Brith
Canada does in combatting antiSemitism. And the Friends of the Simon
Wiesenthal Center deserves enormous
credit for bringing to light the anti-Semitic
curriculum of the Toronto Muslim
Madrassah.
The Center for Israel and
Jewish Affairs did all Canadians a favour
when it helped prevent Dieudonné M’Bala
M’Bala from spewing his venom in Montreal
and using his platform to promote his feature film L’Antisemite, which was produced
in Iran Regrettably there remain those,
even in this supposedly enlightened era,
who see their life’s work as aiding in the
extermination of the “treacherous Jews”.
Only if we bring blatant acts of discrimination to the attention of authorities can
we be confident that purveyors of hatred
will be exposed and ultimately be brought
to judgement.
But we are concerned that Bnai
Brith’s 2011 audit, which concludes that
anti-Semitism in Canada remains at an “all
time high”, gives the impression that the
Canada is infested with the poison of racism
and that hatred lurks behind the walls of
every non-Jewish house.
Our fear of anti-Semitism is understandable. The exaggeration of this fear, too,
is easily explained. We are still not that far
removed from the Hitler era and its savage
consequences to react objectively even to
amateurish hate-mongering. There are still
too many Jews with the tell-tale marks on
their arms. But it would be a double tragedy
if we were to allow the incidents described in
Bnai Brith’s report to destroy our faith in

Canadian pluralism. Canadian Jews would
be doing themselves a great disservice if we
irrationally looked at all our non-Jewish
neighbours as the “enemy camp”. If we can’t
lead rich, full and satisfying lives here, if
social acceptability and economic security
are beyond our grasp, then why build synagogues, schools and libraries?
Apathy and smugness would be
folly. Eternal vigilance is today, as it has
always been, the price of liberty; and we
Jews must exercise all the vigilance necessary to ensure that the hate mongers
among us are prevented from achieving
their aims. But we must be equally on
guard against the development among us
of a neurotic hysteria, created by the trauma of our tragic history of being the perennial scapegoat. Many of today’s antiSemites are nothing more than crackpots
and hoodlums. If this lunatic fringe of nonentities is going to cause Jews to worry that
their foundation in Canada is a precarious
one, that our fate is in their hands, then
these crackpots will, surely, have accomplished more than they had hoped.
And there is one additional point
that has to be made. Too often we hear
Jews referring to Blacks as “shvartz.” All
too frequently Jews belittle non-Jews by
calling them “shiksa” and “sheketz”. Nor do
we think it particularly appropriate when
Jews refer, even amongst themselves, to
non-Jews by the obviously pejorative label
“goy”. Those who are girding themselves for
the fight against anti-Semitism should perhaps pause to remind themselves that Jews
owe non-Jews the same respect we seek for
ourselves.

The Jewish Standard is published monthly in Toronto and Montreal by Michael Hayman, B.A., M.A., Editor and Publisher. 1912A Avenue Road, Suite E5,
Toronto, Ontario M5M 4A1. (416) 537-2696 Printed and bound in Toronto, Canada by Regal Press Canada. Publication Mail Registration Number 40715545
Please send all address changes to: thejewishstandard@sympatico.ca We cannot guarantee that voice mail changes will be made.

4

The Jewish Standard, June 2012

K E E P I N G T H E TA N K S
ISRAELI ARMY MAKES A REQUEST
By ARIEH O’SULLIVAN, MEDIA LINE
The diminutive Maj.Gen. Amir Eshel, who is in
charge of strategic planning
and force building for the
Israeli Defense Forces(IDF),

joked that when he was in
Washington recently the
pressure was on not to
strike Iran’s nuclear program.

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of
OTTAWA AND AREA
We wish you continued success in the years ahead.
We are always pleased to serve you.

“When I got there I
was six feet and above, and
look what happened [to me]
after the pressure,” said
Eshel, a veteran fighter
pilot, who stands five foot
seven inches.
Eshel, who recently
became Israel’s Air Force
Commander, made sure to
repeat he was speaking in
jest, because any kind of
levity involving Israel’s
potential actions against
Iran’s nuclear program is
serious business and not
taken lightly.
With
U.S.
Joint
Chiefs of Staff Gen. Martin
Dempsey scheduled to visited Israel, much of the focus
in the media was on the
reported
differences
between Jerusalem and
Washington about assessments over how long it
will take for Tehran to
develop its first nuclear

weapon and how to stop
it.
“We are living right
now
during
dramatic
changes [in the Middle East]
that create a lot of new challenges and a lot of
unknowns,” Eshel said,
referring to the growing
power of Islamists in countries
like
Egypt.
“Unfortunately, our assessment a year ago that those
revolutions would be
hijacked by others came
true.”
Yet despite the dramatic political changes in
the Middle East, Israel has
no intention of reducing its
battle order of conventional
armored divisions, even as
the traditional threats facing the Jewish state are
arguably at an historic low
and new ones are emerging
in the form of asymmetrical
(Please turn to page 10)
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DISSENTING VOICE
THE LATE MIKE WALLACE DID NOT DESERVE THE LAVISH PRAISE
By ERIC ROZENMAN
Praise
for
Mike
Wallace as a probing investigative reporter saturated
news media immediately
after his death April 7 at age
93. Virtually all tributes
omitted the fact that when it
came to anti-Israeli tyrants,
terrorists and oppressors of
Jewish minorities, Wallace –
son of Russian Jewish
immigrants – pitched softballs and parroted propaganda.
Wallace spent parts
or all of seven decades in
journalism, 38 as a correspondent on CBS Television
News’ “60 Minutes.” He won
21 Emmys. This makes his
record of failure when it

The author is Washington director of CAMERA, the
65,000-member, Boston-based Committee for Accuracy in
Middle East Reporting in America. - The Editor
came to covering Israel and Lebanon is a government
Jews noteworthy and pecu- representative of all the peoliar. Among the many exam- ples of that country,” he
intoned, as if Damascus
ples:
* In a 1975 segment then recognized Lebanese
on a terrorized minority in sovereignty and sought a
democracy
Syria, Wallace reported that multi-party
“today, life for Syria’s Jews there rather than a police
is better than it was in years state occupation. Regarding
past.” He described Syria’s Israel, Wallace said Syria
brutal dictator, Hafez al- wanted the Golan Heights
Assad, as “cool, strong, aus- back. He did not explain
that Israel gained the Golan
tere and independent.”
* In 1984, a Wallace in self-defense in 1967 and
segment retained it similarly in
Minutes”
“60
rehearsed Syria’s line about 1973.
* In 1987, Wallace
its regional interests. “One
t h i n g S y r i a w a n t s i n glossed over oppression of

Russian Jewry the way he
had Syria’s treatment of its
Jews. He “reported” that
“the fact remains that one
and a-half million Soviets
identified as Jews apparently live more or less satisfying lives there. … And theirs
has been a story largely
untold.” This just before,
under Mikhail Gorbachev,
hundreds of thousands of
Jews would emigrate, most
going to Israel. In this segment Wallace suggested
that the Jewish Siberian
region of Birobidzhan –
where Jews were a small
minority – could be home
for those Soviets seeking a
(Please turn to page 13)
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A WIN FOR
GILAD
ISRAELI DAVIS CUP TEAM DEDICATES WIN TO
GILAD SHALIT
Submitted by the ISRAEL TENNIS CENTRE
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the years ahead.
We are always privileged to serve you.

The Israeli Davis
Cup BNP Paribas team has
once again qualified for the
World Group Playoffs by
defeating
Portugal.
According to Alan Goldner,
President of the Israel
Tennis Centers Foundation,
"in the process of their win
over Portugal, they inspired
an entire nation with their
play and their commitment
to helping others."
The Israeli team
dedicated these important
matches to Gilad Shalit, a
25 years old Israeli Defense
Forces soldier who was captured by Hamas terrorists
in 2006 and held captive for
over five years until his
release in October 2011.
Andy Ram, of the Israeli
Davis Cup BNP Paribas
team, welcomed Gilad publically saying, “Gilad, it's so
great that you are with us.
We are very excited and we
feel that you are a part of
our team."
This moving
tribute brought tears to the
eyes of everyone in the stadium and further ed the

resolve of the team to win
the match for themselves,
their team and their country.
The Israeli team also
welcomed
Yehonatan
Meiri(bottom photo, front
cover) as a special guest to
the matches. Yehonatan is a
young tennis player from
the Ramat Hasharon Israel
Tennis Center and is undergoing
treatment
for
Leukemia. A few months
ago the Israel Tennis Center
organized a visit from Andy
Ram and Yoni Erlich from
the Davis Cup BNP Paribas
team, to try and lift the
nine-year-old's spirits. They
visited Yehonatan in the
hospital, gave him a T-shirt
signed by all the Davis Cup
team members and invited
him to watch their match
against Portugal. Yehonatan
was so excited at the
prospect of seeing his
heroes on the court that it
gave him the strength to
continue his treatments.
According to, CEO,
Danny Gelley, “When it
(Please turn to page 16)
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HELPFUL HINTS FOR THE JEWISH TRAVELLER
By MIKE COHEN
OTTAWA AND THE
GALILEE:
The
Ottawa
Jewish community is proud
to
be
a
member
of
Partnership 2Gether (originally "Partnership 2000"),
which was launched internationally in 1995. This
Partnership is based on a
shared belief in Am Echad
(one people), and pairs
seven Canadian communities
with
five
Galilee
Panhandle
development
towns and councils.
The
Partnership
maintains a two-fold mandate: to strengthen the relationship between Jewish
communities in Canada and
Israel, and to develop the
Galilee Panhandle and
improve the living standards of its residents. The
Partnership has identified
the development of high
quality, formal and informal
educational opportunities
for children and youth as
the region’s highest priority.
This
Partnership
twins six coast-to-coast
Canadian
communities.
Ottawa, Atlantic Canada,

Calgary,
Edmonton,
Vancouver and Winnipeg
with five Galilee Panhandle
(Etzbah HaGalil) development towns and councils Galil Elyon, Kiryat Shmona,
Metulla,
Mevo’ot
HaHermon, and Yessod
HaMa’ala.
Located along the
confrontation line on the
Lebanese border, just kilometers away from heavy
fighting during the 2006
war against Hezbollah, the
Galilee Panhandle is a
region that faces considerable threats. At the same
time, given the predominance of small, rural communities in the region, and
its location in the northernmost part of Israel, the
Galilee Panhandle faces
another great challenge:
providing its 50,000 residents with the abundant
social, educational and
employment opportunities
readily available in the centre of Israel.
The
Partnership
establishes bridges of under(Please turn to page 17)
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ISRAEL
AT 6 4
CHUTZPAH IS THE KEY TO SUCCESS
By MICHAEL STEINHARDT
Michael Steinhardt is the Founder of Birthright Israel
and
a
member
of
the
advisory
Board
of
JerusalemOnlineU.com. He is featured alongside other leading Jewish and Israeli personalities in the film “Israel Inside”
To find out about viewings, visit http://www.israelinsidethemovie.com. - The Editor

We Extend Best Wishes to Our
Jewish Friends and Customers throughout
OTTAWA AND AREA
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As Israel prepares to
begin its 65th year of modern-day
independence,
there can be no disputing
that this nation remains
confronted with a myriad of
challenges and threats to its
very existence. But despite
the perceived pall of fear
and tension which seem to
hang eternally over Israel, I
can confidently say, as
someone who has been
blessed to contribute to its
modern renaissance, that
Israel’s daily reality is one of
hope and promise for a
brighter future – a reality in
which most Israelis live.
Recently, I appeared
in a new film which will
soon be showing across the
world: "Israel Inside: How a
Small Nation Makes a Big

Difference."
The
film
attempts to pin down the
elusive key characteristics
that make modern Israel a
nation unlike all other
nations.
I’ll name a few:
Chutzpah,
Transforming
Adversity to Advantage and
Powerful Family Links.
While many explanations
have been offered as to why
our nation has accomplished so much in such a
short amount of time and in
(Please turn to page 19)
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JEWS AND
OBAMA
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PRESIDENT’S PROBLEMS WITH
JEWISH VOTERS DEEPENS
By RAFAEL MEDOFF
(Dr. Rafael Medoff is founding director of The David S.
Wyman Institute for Holocaust Studies and coauthor, with
Prof. Sonja Schoepf Wentling, of the new book 'Herbert
Hoover and the Jews: The Origins of the "Jewish Vote" and
Bipartisan Support for Israel.'
This article originally
appeared on www.theblaze.com) - The Editor
Franklin
D.
Roosevelt received 85-90%
of the Jewish vote in 1932,
1936, and 1940. How was
it, then, that in the run-up
to the 1944 election, FDR's
top Jewish supporters were
worried that he might lose a
significant portion of the
Jewish vote?
President
Barack
Obama's election strategists

might want to examine this
historical episode--especially in light of stinging comments made recently about
the president's Israel policy
by the editor of the largest
American Jewish weekly
newspaper.
Gary
Rosenblatt,
longtime editor of the New
York Jewish Week, took aim
(Please turn to page 22)
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KEEPING THE TANKS
(Continued from page 4)
warfare and missile attacks. tools to address it.”
“It is a zero sum
“There are changes,
game and we are trying to but we don’t see a trick
juggle all the balls,” Eshel here to create a new milisaid in response to a ques- tary,” he added. “One thing
tion from The Media Line. that I have learned from
“When the adversaries find real life related to insurance
out that we are weak in one policies, when the risk is
part, they will be sucked to higher so you pay more.
that. We cannot allow our- You have to pay more for
selves to have too many your insurance policy and
weak points,
the IDF is the real insur“You
see
more ance policy of the state of
unmanned vehicles on air, Israel.”
ground and sea. There are
Israel's
military
changes. But if you ask me spending is among the
if this is going to be can- largest in the world on a per
celled, no tanks, that is not capita basis and has been
the case. It would be irre- the subject of bitter controsponsible. We have to be versy between the defense
robust. You don’t know and finance ministries in
what is going to happen recent months.
tomorrow and suddenly a
Recently,
Israel’s
threat that you said was defense budget for 2012
already gone is there and was set at 53.6 billion
you don’t have the right s h e k e l s ( $ 1 3 . 9 b i l l i o n ) ,

We Extend Best Wishes to Our
Jewish Friends and Customers throughout
OTTAWA AND AREA
We wish you well in the coming year.
It is always a privilege to serve you.
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which includes some $3 billion in annual U.S. military
grants.
This included a
three billion-shekel hike,
and came after intensive
lobbying by generals to
counter demands to cut the
defense budget to fund
socioeconomic reforms.
In Israel, the public
is clinging to the social and
economic agenda. But the
government
of
Prime
Minister
Binyamin
Netanyahu
has
largely
focused on the security
agenda, citing the Iranian
threat. The generals have
been all too eager to comply,
saying they need more
funding.
At a news conference recently, Netanyahu
took the side of the defense
establishment saying that
“in light of multiplying
threats and security challenges around us, it would
be a mistake – even a big
mistake – to cut the defense
budget. More than that, I
think we need to increase it
at this time.”
Speaking at a thinktank in Jerusalem, Eshel
told foreign journalists, military attaches and diplo-

11
mats that a nuclear-armed
Iran could provide an
“umbrella”
for
Israel’s
adversaries like Hizbullah
in Lebanon and Hamas in
the Gaza Strip which could
make them more aggressive.
“They will dare to do
things that right now they
would not dare to do,” Eshel
said. “This is going to create
a dramatic change in
Israel’s strategic posture,
because if we are forced to
do things in Gaza or
Lebanon under an Iranian
umbrella, it might be different.”
Eshel echoed the
views of most of the general
staff when he highlighted
the potential for conflagration in the region, saying
there were 100,000 rockets
and
missiles
currently
aimed at Israel. He outlined
the
growing
strategic
threats,
including
an
increase in surface-to-surface missiles and sophisticated anti-tank rockets. He
said Syria, which is nearly
bankrupt, has invested $2
billion in air defenses over
the past two years that p r o tects it from Israel’s

counter-strikes.
Still, the threat of
conventional military war
with Israel appears more
distant than ever, with
Syria’s army tied down in a

11-month-old
popular
uprising and Israel at official peace with Egypt. Iraq’s
Saddam Hussein’s divisions
were vanquished by the
(Please turn to following page)
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KEEPING THE TANKS
(Continued from preceding page)
U.S. and Jordan has solid
defense ties with Israel.
Hizbullah, Hamas and the
Palestinian Authority have
no armored forces to speak
of.
Yet Dana Preisler,
head of the international
sphere at Reut, a government-linked think tank,
explained the army’s hesitancy to take major risks
such as lowering its battle
order.
“The IDF right now,
as every other establishment, is waiting. It is a difficult period of change and
bodies like the IDF prefer to
wait and see how the realities are going to evolve,”
Preisler told The Media
Line. “The threat is getting
bigger, the region is going
backwards, so let’s enlarge
the budget and let’s build
ourselves to be ready for the
next war.”
Preisler has been
leading her organization’s
investigation of the impact of
the Arab Spring on Israel and
she doesn’t foresee that things
will stabilize for some time.
“During a period of
change nobody can say that
in one year or in five years
we will see here a stable
new regime or that we will
know who the good guys are
and who the bad guys are. It
is what we call an eco-systemic nature.”
She also noted that
Israel’s traditional strategic
pillar of deterrence may
have held up with Arab
regimes but the new world
emerging was shaking it.
“Deterrence
is
strong, but vis a vis who?
The regimes. And those
regimes are changing.”
She said that if any
risks were to be taken now
by Israel to explore the new
opportunities in the region
it would be diplomatic and
civilian before military.
These included reaching out
to Turkey and Saudi Arabia
and other players in the
region, she said.
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editions of
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DISSENTING VOICE
(Continued from page 5)
life of Jewish culture.
* In 1988, “60
Minutes” examined proIsrael activism in the United
States, focusing on the
American Israel Public
Affairs Committee. Wallace
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OTTAWA
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OTTAWA
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success in the
years ahead.
We are always pleased
to serve you.

claimed “there are many
who charge that AIPAC,
with its sights set only on
Israel, is just too demanding
of U.S. politicians.” Among
other tilts in the segment,
Wallace quoted George Ball,
a former undersecretary of
state known for his antiIsrael stance, but not
George Shultz, the incumbent secretary of state. This
even though Shultz had
said that U.S. support for
Israel shouldn’t be called
“foreign aid” because “this
money goes for our security
first of all. It helps us that
Israel is strong.”
* In a 1989 interview
of Yasser Arafat, Wallace
failed to challenge, among
other things, the Palestine
Liberation
Organization
leader’s misrepresentation
of terrorism as “resistance,”
or his insistence that a PLO
group intercepted by Israeli
forces in southern Lebanon
had been on its way to
attack troops, not civilians.
The late David Bar-Illan,
then executive editor of The
Jerusalem Post, wrote of the
interview that “had he treated…America politicians this
way, [Wallace] would have
been drummed out of the
profession.”
* In 1990, Wallace
“probed” an outbreak of violence
on
Jerusalem’s
Temple Mount. He aired
interviews with seven Arab
eyewitnesses but only one
Jew, and cast doubt on the
latter’s statements; skipped
over the cause of the fighting – efforts by Fatah and
Hamas to reignite the first
intifada; and did not interview the main Israeli investigators. Wallace referred to
Temple Mount as Islam’s
third most holy place but
did not mention it is
Judaism’s most holy site.
• In 1992, Wallace
returned for a “60 Minutes”
segment on Israel’s absorption of the 400,000-plus
Soviet Jews who had arrived
(Please turn to page 16)
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SUPPORTING
AGING PARENTS
The following was submitted by Sharon Henderson,
Vice President Communication and Public Affairs, Chartwell
www.chartwellreit.ca Making People’s
Seniors Housing
Lives Better - The Editor
More than ever, Statistics Canada.
According to the
today’s adult children are
balancing a variety of World Health Organization,
responsibilities including social isolation is associated
caring for their aging par- with higher rates of premaents. After Marilyn, 83, lost ture death, a lower sense of
her husband and compan- well-being, more depression
ion of 63 years last spring, and a higher level of disabilshe dropped many of her ity from chronic diseases.
Maintaining
or
activities and grew apart
from her friends. Her restoring an active social life
daughter Mary, 61, won- contributes in a powerful
dered if the changes she way to healthy aging.
saw in her normally active “Staying socially active, in a
mother were due to aging or variety of physical, social
because she was depressed. and emotional activities,
Mary began helping with can truly enrich life for
shopping, cleaning, and seniors and help them build
coordinating
doctors’ new social connections,”
appointments. She began according to Laura Forsyth,
losing sleep and worrying Director of Life Enrichment
Chartwell
Seniors
about her mother when she at
wasn’t there while also jug- Housing.
Research also shows
gling the responsibilities of
a full-time job and a first that social isolation increases “caregiver burden,” with
grandchild on the way.
The social isolation potentially negative effects
and loneliness experienced on health and quality of life.
by Marilyn reflect an issue This currently impacts
of growing concern in approximately one-third of
Canada. About 37% of Canadian baby boomers
Canadians age 75 and older who provide assistance to
live a l o n e , a c c o r d i n g t o an aging family member,
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with about 70% of caregivers aged 45 to 64 actively
working,
according
to
Statistics Canada and BMO
Retirement Institute.
The good news is
that there are solutions to
reduce the risks of social
isolation for seniors and
their family caregivers. In
Marilyn’s case, a solution
arose after her sister fell,
broke her hip and was hospitalized. Mary knew she
needed to talk to her mother before a similar crisis
occurred. They agreed to
look at several retirement
residences not far from
where Mary lived and they
soon found one her mother
agreed, felt like “home.”
Today, Marilyn is
part of an active community. She has made new
friends and her outlook on
life is positive. She plays
bridge, has taken up watercolour painting, and enjoys
daily therapy classes that
relieve her arthritic pain.
When Mary visits, they have
lots to catch up on.
The right support
services can often help prolong independence and help
manage care needs for an
aging parent while reducing
the stress on adult children.
If the time has come to consider your options, a retirement residence may be the
solution.

I N 1 9 3 8 O T T AWA ’ S
Sybil Isaacs was elected president of District
1 women’s auxiliaries
of B’nai B’rith.

We Join in Extending Best Wishes
to Our Jewish Friends and Patients
throughout
OTTAWA AND AREA
We wish you well in the years to come.
We are always pleased to discuss
your special needs.

16

The Jewish Standard, June 2012

DISSENTING VOICE
(Continued from page 13)

We Take Great Pleasure in Extending
Best Wishes to Our Jewish Friends in
OTTAWA
We wish you well in the year ahead.
We are always pleased to serve you.

in the previous three years.
Their unemployment rate
was 11 percent and many
worked at jobs beneath
their level of education and
training.
Prominent
refusenik immigrant Natan
Sharansky painted a more
positive picture, but his
comments were cut. Wallace
wrongly implied that a U.S.
loan guarantee to assist
Israel absorb the immigrant
wave was a grant and that it
would help Israel annex the
West Bank, something the
government did not plan.
* In 2006, Wallace
fawned over another dictator,
Iranian
President
Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad.
The Boston Globe’s Jeff
Jacoby summarized the
interview this way: “Wallace
let Ahmadinejad brush him
off with inanities and lies he
would have pounced on had
they been uttered by a business executive or an
American politician.”
The lionizing of Mike
Wallace epitomizes news
media refusal to describe
accurately, warts and all,
those they hold out as journalistic exemplars.

•
WIN FOR GILAD
(Continued from page 6)
comes to sports, success
has always been a national
mission and Israel's athletes are constantly making
Israelis, as well as Jewish
communities abroad, proud
of their heritage. Dedicating
the matches to Gilad Shalit,
making a dream come true
for Yehonatan, a young boy
battling cancer, or even
donating their hard earned
money to help the next generation of players are only
some examples of why the
Israel
Tennis
Centers
Foundation along with the
whole of Israel are so proud
of their champions."
The Israel Tennis
Centers Foundation is a
non profit organization that
has worked for over 35

Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community from
Peter Foustanellas of

OLYMPIA
HOMES
1914 Merivale Road
Ottawa, Ontario
226-2424
We Join in Extending Best
Wishes to Our Jewish
Friends and Guests in
OTTAWA
We wish you great success
in all your endeavours.
We invite you to enjoy our
friendly hospitality.

We Take Great Pleasure in
Extending Best Wishes to
Our Jewish Friends in
OTTAWA AND
SURROUNDING AREAS
We wish you well in the
year ahead.
We are always pleased to
serve you.
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years to enhance the social,
psychological, and physical
development of Israeli youth
through the medium of
sport. Most of ITC Centers
are located in disadvant a g e d n e i g h b o rh o o d s o r
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outlying development towns
throughout Israel, from
Kiryat Shmona on the
Lebanese border in the
North to Beer Sheva bordering the Negev Desert in the
South.

•
TRAVEL TALES

We Extend Best Wishes to Our Jewish
Friends and Clients throughout
OTTAWA AND AREA
We wish you continued success
in the years ahead.

(Continued from page 7)
standing between Israeli
and Diaspora Jewry. It
brings people in Jewish
communities
Federation
together with Israelis to
develop
relationships
through joint projects and
shared experiences. If you
are between the age of 25 to
35 and wish to take part in
a future mission like this to
the Jewish State (the most
recent occurred in May),
you will meet Israelis of the
same age. T ogether you

will complete a project to
benefit Northern Israel,
which
includes
Home
Hospitality. Canadians stay
in the homes of the Israelis
that they are working with
on the project. There are
educational sessions and
tours of the north of Israel.
(Please turn to following page)

We Extend Best Wishes
to Our Jewish Friends
and Customers
throughout
Ottawa
We wish you continued
success in the years
ahead.
We are always pleased to
serve you.

THE VIEW OF THE
Syrian border from the
Druze village of Majdal
Shams.
While there
was a border breach on
this year’s Nakba Day,
the IDF was far better
prepared than it was
last year when the situation spun out of control. The dozens of
Syrian protesters who
were protesting in the
central
square
of
Majdal Shams were
returned to the border
by the IDF. Ten of the
eleven deaths were
apparently caused by
Lebanese troops.

We Take Great Pleasure in Extending Best Wishes to Our
Jewish Friends and Patients in
OTTAWA AND SURROUNDING AREAS
We wish you health and happiness in the year ahead.
We are always pleased to discuss your needs.
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We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of
OTTAWA
We are always privileged to serve you.

We Extend Best Wishes to Our
Jewish Friends and Customers in
OTTAWA
We wish you well in the year ahead.
It is always our privilege to serve you.

TRAVEL TALES
(Continued from preceding page)
This year’s Social Action cleaned with less fuss and
Mission
included the less hassle in no time at all.
Dragon Boat Festival and
The Sand-Off! mitt is
other exciting site-seeing worn like a glove so that the
and recreational adven- soft terry side can be wiped
tures.
across the skin. It is
For more informa- designed to release enough
tion about Partnership dry body wash to remove
2gether, contact Sarah sand and grass in a single
Beutel at sbeutel@jewishotWe Join in Extending
tawa.com or 613-798-4696,
ext. 253.
Warm Wishes to Our
HELP
AT
THE
Jewish Friends
BEACH : When my family
throughout
selects a summer vacation
OTTAWA
destination, we try to select
We
wish
you well in the
a spot with good beaches.
Cape Cod, Maine, New
years ahead.
Hampshire, Rhode Island,
It is always a privilege
Chicago, Vancouver, Crystal
to serve you.
Beach near Niagara Falls
represent some of the
locales we have visited in
recent years where excellent
beaches awaited us.
What is the one
thing that most of us do not
like about the beach? Well,
dragging sand into our cars
and home indeed tops the
list. As a travel journalist I
am on a lot of mailing lists.
Recently, information about
an
interesting
product
called Sand-Off! crossed my
desk. Even with water and
a towel, sand is very hard to
We Extend
wipe clean. Regardless of
Best Wishes to Our
your efforts, the sand somehow still manages to end up
Jewish Friends
in the car and often the
and Customers in
sheets.
OTTAWA
I was so curious
about Sand-Off! that I sent
We wish you success
away for it. The product is
in the year ahead.
now sitting in a room with
my beach chairs, beach
It is always our
shoes, beach umbrellas and
privilege to serve you.
a boogie board for the
youngest member of the
family. Soon I will put it into
action. This is basically a
mitt that has an all-natural,
talcum-free patented powder formula infused, so you
only use what you need. To
use it, one simply claps to
release the powder and rubs
the soft terry cloth mitt over
the skin to easily wipe away
the sand. It dispenses the
powder formula evenly and
gets excellent body coverage. The kids can be
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swipe, even after applying
suntan lotion or if the skin
is damp. July is almost
here, so go online at
www.sandoff.com and give
this product a try. It will
also come in handy for the
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next Jewish wedding you
attend on the beach.
Mike Cohen’s email
address is
info@mikecohen.ca. Follow his travels at
www.sandboxworld.com/tr
avel.

We Extend Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of Ottawa
It is a privilege to serve you.

•
ISRAEL AT 64
(Continued from page 8)
a challenging and hostile
environment, I believe that

We Extend Best Wishes
to Our Jewish Friends
and Customers
throughout
OTTAWA
We congratulate you on
your many achievements.
We are always pleased
to serve you.

We Join in Extending
Best Wishes to Our
Jewish Friends and
Customers throughout
OTTAWA
We will you well in
the coming years.
We would be pleased
to serve you.

the issue of national character and personal determination shouldn’t be overlooked.
Undoubtedly, there
is an underlying Israeli (or
many would say Jewish)
characteristic that can only
be defined as chutzpah. To
the uninitiated, this term is
often
mistranslated
as
brashness or even rudeness. Yet, those who truly
appreciate what motivates
chutzpah know that this is
a character trait driven by
an unwavering determination to get things done – and
ensuring that “no” can not
be the answer. Chutzpah
can also be used positively
to challenge the status quo
and look for new ways to do
things better and reject the
skepticism of the naysayers.
This is a big part of what
makes Israel so successful
and unique.
I can certainly relate
to this character trait - it’s
what made me push ahead
when I founded Birthright
Israel and since then, it’s a
vision that I have been
blessed to share with hundreds of thousands of young
people since the program’s
launch.
In the spirit of this
film, Israel’s 64th anniversary should be used to dismiss the notion of a modern
Israel solely defined by the
conflict that surrounds it.
In little more than half a
century, a country has been
created that is a burgeoning
haven of scientific innovation, a marketplace of ideas
that attracts the world’s
leading minds and a center
of some of the world’s most
contributive medical discoveries.
(Please turn to following page)

We Take Great Pleasure in
Extending Best Wishes to
Our Jewish Friends and Customers in
OTTAWA AND SURROUNDING AREAS
We wish you well in the year ahead.
We are always pleased to serve you.

We Extend Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of Ottawa
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We Extend Best Wishes to Our Jewish
Friends and Customers throughout
OTTAWA AND AREA
We are always pleased to serve you.

We Extend Best Wishes to Our Jewish
Friends and Patrons throughout
OTTAWA
We invite you to enjoy our fine food and warm
and friendly hospitality.

We Join in Extending Our Annual Greetings
to the
Jewish Community of Ottawa

ISRAEL AT 64
(Continued from preceding page)
An arid land of
desert and harsh climate
has literally been transformed into a leading international exporter of thousands of products to the
majority of ports around the
globe. Despite the global
economic downturn, the
Israeli export industry continues to grow and in 2011
recorded $89 billion in
sales, a 4.5 percent increase
over the previous year.
As clichéd as many
might think it to be, the
truth is that all of Israel is
one big family – in times
both good and bad. The concept of a national collective
that motivated the establishment of the state demonstrates itself today in the
ethos of a national responsibility for fellow citizens and
has penetrated into all
aspects of Israeli society.
I chided the Jewish
establishment
when
I
founded Birthright. My theory was that Jewish identity
among American secular
Jews would surge if that
group felt connected to
Israel. And I was right.
Here, I will chide
again: Israel’s identity at 64
must be linked to our collective pride in Israel’s
accomplishments, and the
confidence that we have
only revealed a portion of
the country’s full national
potential. It is for this reason that I threw my lot in
with the makers of Israel
Inside, JerusalemOnLineU.
com, a group of innovative
American Israelis dedicated
to upping the connection of
unaffiliated American Jews
through paradigm-shifting
film education.
Israel gives us many
reasons to look forward to
another year of our beloved
nation’s independence. But
most of all we need to
remember that now is the
time to embrace a new outlook on the Jewish State
and ensure that we begin to
view her for what she truly

is – a nation of remarkable
progress, innovation and
the very best of downright
chutzpah.

We Take Great
Pleasure in Extending
Best Wishes to Our
Jewish Friends
and Customers
throughout
OTTAWA
We wish you well in
the years ahead.
It is our privilege to
serve you.

We Take Great
Pleasure in Extending
Best Wishes to
Our Jewish Friends
throughout
OTTAWA
We wish you
continued success in
the coming years.
We are always
pleased to serve you.
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MR. FLANAGAN,
THE CHAPLAIN AND
MR. LINCOLN
At the beginning of
the American Civil War,
Michael
Allen,
a
Philadelphia religious Jew
but not a rabbi (a chaver),
joined the 5th Pennsylvania
Cavalry, a regiment assembled
by
Colonel
Max
Friedman. Know as the
"Cameron's Dragoons," the
regiment which contained a
large portion of Jewish volunteers, elected Allen as a
regimental chaplain, the
first Jew to serve in this
capacity in the United
States Army. As nondenominational chaplain, Captain
Allen served as chaplain for
all the company's soldiers,
regardless of religious affiliation.
But on July 22,
1861, Congress enacted a
law which required all
appointed chaplains to be
ordained ministers of a
Christian denomination. A
representative
of
the
Philadelphia YMCA, visiting
the encampment of the 5th
Pennsylvania Cavalry shortly thereafter, was appalled
to discover that Allen was a
Jew, and immediately publicized the fact. Rather than
subject his family to the
humiliating ordeal of his
dismissal, Allen resigned on
September 23, 1861, citing
poor health. Thus ended the
brief career of the first
Jewish chaplain in U.S. military history.
The forced resignation of Michael Allen, when
so many unqualified chaplains professing Christianity
remained in office, enraged
Colonel Friedman as an act
of anti-Jewish bigotry that
should not go unanswered.
Determined to appoint a
Jewish chaplain for his regiment, but wanting a man of
impeccable
credentials
whose rejection by the gover nment could be for no

reason other than religious
prejudice, Friedman turned
to the recently established
Board of Delegates of
American Israelites, whose
charge was the safeguarding of civil rights of the
Jewish community, to recommend a suitable candidate. The man selected was
a Dutch Jew educated in
England, the civilian Rabbi
Arnold Fischel. Having
recently resigned as Rabbi
of New York's Sephardic
congregation
Shearith
Israel, Rabbi Fischel was
immediately available.
A new video shows
the historical events leading
to the appointment of Rabbi
Fischel as the first legally
appointed Jewish chaplain
in the Union Army. Readers
can view a short clip of the
film by clicking this link:
http://youtu.be/qIedPCNC
DW8 For orders and previews, call 800-832-0980,
732-462-3522; Fax 732294-0330;
e-mail
info@aldenfilms.com;
or
write to ALDEN FILMS, P.O.
Box 449, Clarksburg, NJ
08510.
Price: $24.95
Length: 30 Minutes ISBN:
978-1-877684-50-0

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to Our
Jewish Friends and Clients throughout
OTTAWA AND AREA
We wish you well in the year ahead.
It is always our privilege to serve you.

DYNAR ARCHITECT +
ASSOCIATES INC.
Samir Rania (613) 592-2284
E-mail: info@dynar.ca
535 Legget Drive
Suite 120
Ottawa, ON K2K 3B8

We Extend Best Wishes to Our
Jewish Friends and Clients throughout
OTTAWA
We wish you continued success.
We are always privileged to serve you.

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of
OTTAWA
We wish you well in the years ahead.
We are always pleased to serve you.

A. POTVIN KITCHEN & BATH
Manufacturers of Kitchen Cabinets,
Stairs & Interior Trim
Framing • Siding
8850 County Rd. 17
Rockland, Ontario
613-446-5181
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We Join in Extending
Best Wishes to Our Jewish
Friends and Customers throughout
OTTAWA
We wish you well in the year ahead.
We are always pleased to serve you.

We Take Great Pleasure in
Extending Best Wishes to
Our Jewish Friends and Clients in
OTTAWA

DOHERTY & ASSOCIATES
INVESTMENT COUNSEL
DISCRETIONARY PORTFOLIO
MANAGEMENT
56 Sparks St., Suite 700
Tel 613 238-6727 Fax: 613 238-3957
email: info@doherty.ca

OBAMA’S JEWISH PROBLEM
(Continued from page 9)
at recent leaks to the press rescue Jews from Hitler prothat
were
apparently voked disappointment and
intended to undermine anger in the American
Israel's ability to strike at Jewish community during
Iran's nuclear facilities. One
leak claimed to reveal
We Extend Best
Israel's
approximate
Wishes to Our Jewish
for
military
timetable
Friends and Guests
action. A second claimed an
Israeli strike would provoke
throughout
Iranian
attacks
on
OTTAWA AND
Americans. A third exposed
ONTARIO
an Israeli agreement with
We
invite you to
Azerbaijan that would have
given the Israelis a base
enjoy our warm and
from which to launch a raid
friends hospitality.
on Iran.
The Obama administration vehemently denied
that it was the source of the
leaks. Rosenblatt isn't buying it. "I have come to
believe, reluctantly, that the
administration is leaking
these stories to the press,"
the Jewish Week editor
wrote,
adding:
"[This]
strongly suggests that the
president views Israel as
more of a nuisance rather
than a partner regarding
Iran, and perhaps the wider
We Extend Best Wishes
Mideast conflict."
Rosenblatt stopped
to Our Jewish
just short of calling the
Friends and Patrons
president a liar. Naturally
throughout
one does not use such language when referring to the
OTTAWA
president. Still, Rosenblatt's
We invite you to enjoy
challenge is clear. The presour fine food and
ident says he has Israel's
back; Rosenblatt says no,
friendly ambience.
his administration is leaking stories to undermine
Israel. The president says
he is the most pro-Israel
president in U.S. history;
Rosenblatt says no, Obama
views Israel as "a nuisance."
The president's spokesmen
say the administration did
not
leak
the
stories;
Rosenblatt says no, they did
leak them.
It would be understandable if the Jewish
Week editor's blunt words
unnerve some of President
Obama's Jewish supporters. FDR's Jewish backers
harbored similar worries.
The
Roosevelt
administration's claim that
nothing could be done to
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1943-1944. Ironically, some
of the sharpest criticism of
FDR came from the editors
of the Baltimore Jewish
Times--a newspaper of
which Gary Rosenblatt himself would later serve as editor for 19 years.
For example, when
the administration claimed
there were not enough ships
to bring refugees from
We Extend Best Wishes to
Our Jewish Friends and
Guests throughout
OTTAWA AND
SURROUNDING AREAS
We invite you to enjoy
our warm and
friendly hospitality.

We Take Great
Pleasure in
Extending Best
Wishes to Our Jewish
Friends in
OTTAWA
We wish you well in
the year ahead.
We are always
pleased to serve you.
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Europe to the United
States, an editorial in the
Baltimore Jewish Times
blasted the "apologists for
failure to aid the Jewish
refugees" for hiding the fact
that the Allies found ships
to take tens of thousands of
Polish
(non-Jewish)
refugees to Iran, Uganda,
and Mexico. The editors
stopped just short of calling
the Roosevelt administration liars.
In the spring of
1943, the Roosevelt and
Churchill administrations
held
a
conference
in
Bermuda to address the
refugee problem. No concrete rescue plans emerged.
A sarcastic headline the
Baltimore Jewish Times
announced:
"Bermuda
Conferees Agree to Another
Conference." Another editorial in the Times denounced
FDR's refugee policy as one
of "nauseating repetitions of
sympathy
which
lead
nowhere and are never
accompanied by action."
Then as now, editorial in the Jewish press are
often a bellwether of
American Jewish opinion.
Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, the
most prominent Jewish
leader of that era and a
staunch
supporter
of
President Roosevelt, understood there was no guarantee FDR would win his
usual overwhelming share
of the Jewish vote in 1944.
At the 1944 Democratic
Party
convention
in
Chicago, Wise warned an
administration official that
FDR's refusal to press the
British to open Palestine to
Jewish refugees "could lose
the President 400,000 to
500,000 votes."
Of course we all
know the ending to that
story--ultimately, FDR did
win 90% of the Jewish vote
in 1944. But that came only
after the president made a
series of election-year gestures to the Jewish community, including creation of a
government agency to rescue refugees, admission to
(Please turn to following page)

We Take Great Pleasure in Extending
Best Wishes to Our
Jewish Friends and Customers in
OTTAWA AND SURROUNDING AREAS

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of
OTTAWA AND AREA
We wish you continued future success.
It is always our privilege to serve you.

P.O. Box 194
Embrun, ON K0A 1W0
Tel/Fax: (613) 443-5233
www.embrunconcrete.ca
Quality & Service, on time, on budget
We Are Pleased to Extend Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of
OTTAWA AND AREA
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achievements and we wish you well
in the coming year.
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We Extend Best Wishes to Our Jewish
Friends and Customers throughout
OTTAWA AND AREA
We are always privileged to serve you.

OBAMA’S JEWISH PROBLEM
(Continued from preceding page)
the United States of a small
number of refugees outside
the quota system, and
adoption of a party plank
supporting Zionism (to
match the GOP's proZionist platform).
When
CBS-TV
anchorman Walter Cronkite
began criticizing U.S. policy
in
Vietnam,
President
Lyndon Johnson told his
aides, "If I've lost Cronkite,
I've lost Middle America." He
understood what Cronkite
represented.
Gary
Rosenblatt,
too, may represent more
than just himself. As a

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the Jewish Community of
OTTAWA
We wish you well in the years ahead.
We are always pleased to serve you.

We Extend Best Wishes to Our Jewish
Friends and Customers throughout
OTTAWA AND AREA
We wish you health and happiness in the years ahead.
We are always privileged to serve you.

widely-respected editor of
the largest U.S. Jewish
weekly, as a centrist on
America-Israel issues, and
as someone not known for
having been especially critical of the Obama administration before, his views
command attention. When
it comes to American Jews
and Israel, will Rosenblatt
turn out to be the Obama
administration's
Walter
Cronkite?

Kosher Food
In US Prisons
Kosher meals in US
prisons
are
provided
because inmates are guaranteed religious freedoms
under the Religious Land
Use and Institutionalized
Persons Act of 2000. The
stipulation is that the individual must show a “sincerely held” religious belief
before he or she is entitled
to a kosher meal.
So authorities have
become concerned because
only 4000 of the 24,000
inmates in American prisons requesting kosher food
are actually Jewish.

We Join in Extending
Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of
OTTAWA
We wish you well in
the years ahead.
We are always pleased
to serve you.
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Apparently secular Jews,
messianic “Jews”, Black
Hebrews and people with
no Jewish background
whatsoever have joined the
line for kosher food. And
since kosher food costs
twice as much as regular
food, the cost to taxpayers
is significant.
Kosher food is popular for any number of reasons. Some prisoners simply think it tastes better.
We Extend Best Wishes to
Jewish Friends
and Patients in
OTTAWA
We wish you health and
happiness in the year ahead.
We are always pleased to
discuss your needs.

We Join in Extending
Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of
OTTAWA
We wish you well in
the years ahead.
We are always
pleased to serve you.
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Others believe it is healthier than the standard
prison meal.
Still other
prisoners like the prepackaged meals because it
makes it easier to trade or
sell among fellow inmates.
Prison paper money from
the sale of kosher lasagna
and fruits and vegetables
can then used in the
prison’s canteen.
Many
prisons
around the country are reexamining their programs
to ensure Jewish dietary
requests are legitimate.
But the obvious solution,
say some, is simply to limit
kosher food to Jews.
However, even that might
create difficulties. What
constitutes
a
“sincere
belief” is often very difficult
to determine.
And the
vagueness of the law isn’t
offering any guidance.

JERUSALEM’S LIGHT
railway has been in
operation for less than
a year but problems
are plaguing the system.
Security is an
issue with Arab and
Jewish
passengers
often involved in acrimonious
disputes.
Tickets carrying the
wrong codes have frustrated passengers, as
has the time waiting for
the next train. Some
Israelis have simply
returned to their cars.

We Take Great Pleasure in Extending Best Wishes
to Our Jewish Friends and Customers throughout
OTTAWA AND SURROUNDING AREAS
We wish you continued success.
We are always pleased to serve you.
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Jewish Community of
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1948 ISRAEL WAR OF INDEPENDENCE
OVERSEAS HEROES
HONOURED BY MUSEUM OF THE DIASPORA

We Join in Extending Best Wishes to Our
Jewish Friends and Patients throughout
OTTAWA AND AREA
We wish you health and happiness
in the coming years.
We are always privileged to serve your needs.

Beit Hatfutsot, the
Museum of the Jewish
People will be opening a
special exhibition to honour
the volunteers who made an
invaluable
contribution
towards winning the 194849 War of Independence
and helped to lay the foundations of the Israel Defense
Forces.
Many elderly World
War II veterans will be making a special journey to
Israel to participate in this
prestigious honour in the
presence of state and military dignitaries, as well as
ambassadors and military
attaches.
Known as MACHAL
(Mitnadvei chutz l’Aretz)
which translates as volunteers from abroad, over
4,500 men and women,
Jews and non Jews, from
58 countries rallied to
Israel’s aid in her struggle
against the invasion of 6
well-armed Arab nations.
By July 1948 it
looked like the war might be
lost. 70% of Israel had been
occupied by the invading

Arab armies. The Egyptians
were 20 miles from Tel Aviv.
Without the MACHAL pilots
and
air crews in their
fighter and bomber aircraft,
the outcome of the war
might have been very different.
In the face of a
United Nations embargo on
the export of military equipment to Israel, the Machal
volunteers were also instrumental in smuggling desperately needed planes and
equipment into Israel. The
War of Independence was
Israel’s longest, costliest,
and most fateful war. 6,300
civilians and military personnel were killed (1% of
the entire Jewish population of Palestine).
123
Machalniks (119 men and 4
women) lost their lives.
In 1993 Stanley
Medicks, co-ordinator of the
British
and
European
Machal Association and fellow Machal comrades, raised
the funds for a memorial to
be built in Israel in memory
of the 123 Machalniks who
gave their lives.
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