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Cover Story
The Israeli Guide
Dog Center for the Blind is
one of the great grassroots
organizations in Israel.
Prior to its establishment
the only way for visually
impaired Israelis to obtain
a guide dog was to travel
abroad. Very few Israelis
could take advantage of
this opportunity.
In
1991, through the dedication of founder Noach
Braun and the financial
help of Norman Leventhal
of
Warrington,
Pennsylvania, the Center
was founded and today
offers
new hope to at
least some
of Israel’s
more than 27,000 registered blind people. It costs
$25,000 to train a guide
dog; yet the dogs are provided free of charge.
Readers are encouraged to
go to www.ca.israel
g u i d e d o g . o r g f o r m o re
information and to contact
its Canadian office at
sara.israelguidedog@
rogers.com And no trip to
Israel can possibly be complete without a visit to the
Center in Beit Oved just outside Rehovot. - The Editor

ANITA SURMAN
Editor
General News Section

We have long deplored the ultraOrthodox attempts to dictate the terms of
Jewish life in Israel. With a political system
that currently allows for the exercise of
power far beyond what their numerical
strength might justify, Israel’s haredi have
been able to keep other streams of Judaism,
on the periphery, regardless of whether the
right or the left is in power. No one is suggesting, as a poster in Jerusalem did some
years ago, that religious Jews are “murderous savages, bent on using their fangs to
execute non-religious Jews” at the Western
Wall. But their stubborn inflexibility on
issues that affect the vast majority of Israelis
- Reform, Conservative and secular - has
gone far beyond what some might see as
expressions of healthy debate in the democratic process.
Now, however, there is a ray of hope
for Reform and Conservative Jews in Israel.
In 2005 Reform Rabbi Miri Gold petitioned
Israel’s High Court seeking equal funding
for non-Orthodox religious services. The
petition asked that regional councils in outlying communities be allowed to finance the
salaries of the community leaders in the
same way that hundreds of regional councils, neighbourhoods and communities do
for the male Orthodox rabbis they employ.
The availability of funding would, Reform
and Conservative leaders argued, relieve
the roughly 250 rabbis of much of their
fundraising needs and enable their movements to expand their reach.
For seven years the State and even
the Supreme Court seemed to use whatever
dilatory tactics they could to avoid a resolution.
At one point the State agreed to
accept the term “community leaders”, but
refused
to
recognize
Reform
and
Conservative rabbinates.
A panel of
Supreme Court Judges maintained that this
did not go far enough and requested the
intervention of Attorney General Yehuda
Weinstein. Perhaps sensing the inevitable,
he agreed to the definition “rabbis of a nonOrthodox community” and to equal wages.
To placate Shas’ Ya’akov Margi salaries will
be paid through the Culture and Sports
Ministry and not his Religious Services
Ministry. (Another petition before the High
Court is seeking recognition of nonOrthodox rabbis in towns and cities. A ruling is expected shortly.)
The reaction from Israel’s ultraOrthodox has been predictable. They have
no intention of accepting the principle

that “there is more than one way to be
Jewish, even in Israel”. United Torah
Judaism MK Yisrael Eichler described
the decision as “another proof that the
legal system serves as soldiers in the
Refor m war against the T orah”.
Reform Jews, he continued, were nothing more than “Christian priests”.
Added Moshe Gafni, chair of the
Knesset Finance Committee: “All of a
sudden there is money for Reform and
Conservative clowns for whom Judaism
is a mockery”.
The Orthodox defiance probably
didn’t surprise Reform and Conservative
leaders. It certainly did not deflate their
spirits. Rabbi Rick Jacobs, president of the
Union of Reform Judaism,
has heralded
the decision as a “watershed moment” for
the non-Orthodox. MK Nitzan Horowitz
(Meretz) called the announcement a “significant step in the challenge for pluralism and
freedom of religion”. And Reform Rabbi
Gilad Kariv called it a “first but significant
step” that will “annul the deep discrimination of non-Orthodox streams in Israel”.
They reject the suggestion of some observers
that their “joy is tragically misplaced” and
are unfazed by the fact that the “concession”
is not based on a court ruling and could be
ignored.
A recent development in Israeli
politics offers further encouragement
to those seeking an Israel which is a
true amalgam of dif ferent religious
lifestyles. We are not totally comfortable with the size of the recently formed
coalition, although we are delighted
that Israel’s largest party, Kadima, is
now part of the government. One of the
strengths of a democracy is that there is
always a government in waiting. The
new official Opposition Labor, with its
still learning leader Shelly Yachimovich,
has not even begun to show that it is
ready to assume power. Still, we’ll
overcome our reservations if Netanyahu
implements two key components of the
agreement with Kadima. The government must eliminate, or at least radically amend, the Tal Law, which provides military exemption for haredi
men. And it should immediately overhaul Israel’s unstable electoral system,
making it more difficult for parties with
little electoral strength to gain representation in the knesset and the power
to hold governments hostage.
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THE WORLD IN REVIEW
NEWS OF THE RECENT PAST IS REVIEWED
By NOAH FREEDMAN
New York Jewry
Undergoing Change
One of the largest
surveys ever taken in the
United States has revealed
some stark changes taking
place among the 1.5 million
Jews living in New York
City, Long Island and
Westchester. The number
of Orthodox Jews is mushrooming, increasing by
more than 100,000 over the
past decade. One third of
New York area Jews are
Orthodox today and perhaps even more significant
six out of ten Jewish children
live
in Orthodox
homes.
But the growth has
brought with it severe problems. New York’s Jews are
poorer and less educated
than they were a decade
ago. In fact, the levels of
poverty are unparalleled in
recent history.
In 2002
240,000 Jews in the New
York area lived below the
poverty line. In 2011, the
year of the study, 361,000
Jews were considered poor.
Lack of education is one
factor contributing to the
high levels of poverty. So,
too, are large families with
small children. What the
authors of the study call the
“fluidity of households”,
Jewish families from diverse
backgrounds, is also a
major contributing factor.
The changing face of
New York and area Jewry
has political consequences
as well.
Many of the
Orthodox lean heavily conservative in contrast to the
“liberal” tradition of New
York’s non-Orthodox. “We
have a community” says
Steven M.Cohen, one of the
report’s three authors, “that
is large, that is diverse and

that is challenged by poverty, by elements of disengagement,
and
also
strengthened by diversity,
by growing areas of Jewish
involvement”.
Other aspects of the
study concluded that there
is a big drop in affiliation
among non-Orthodox Jews
and a lessoning commitment to Jewish life. Fewer
parents are sending their
children to Jewish Day
Schools and philanthropy is
now being spread out
between Jewish and nonJewish causes.

Google Translate
Needs New Editor
Anyone familiar with
the internet is aware of how
easy it is to translate from
one language to another by
going to “google translate”.
Well, perhaps one should
examine the translations
more carefully before carving them in stone.
We don’t know how
many
readers
watch
Showtime’s ”Episodes” starring Matt LeBlanc, he of
Friends fame. In a recent
episode a Jewish headstone

was featured. In a scene
which takes place in a
cemetery a headstone is
visible in both English and
Hebrew.
The Hebrew
appears to be trying to say
“Beloved husband and
father, dearly missed”.
Bad enough that the
Hebrew was written in
reverse and barely made
any sense. But when read
in the right direction
things really got interesting. Instead of “he will be
dearly missed” the literal
translation into Hebrew
was “he was pickled at
great expense.”
It was the eagle eye
of
Hebrew
Language
Services that caught the
unique translation.

Twitter, Facebook
And Free Speech

WHILE MUCH OF ISRAEL’S SECURITY PROBLEMS
are centered on the Gaza Border and the border
with Egypt in the Sinai, ensuring that communities such as Gilo remain safe is also vital.

On May 7 two
media giants, Google and
Facebook,
signed
the
Interparliamentary Co-alition
for
Combatting
Antisemitism. The agreement declares that both
sides will work together to
“build best practices for
understanding, reporting
upon and responding to
internet hate.”
Notably absent from
the signing was Twitter.
The company continues to
fall back on the right of
free speech. Its spokespersons describe Twitter as
“the free speech wing of the
free speech movement” and
refuse to submit to pressure from governments or
citizens groups, even when
criminal or terror related
matters are at issue. The
Simon Wiesenthal Center
won’t even give Twitter a F
grade when it comes to
fighting hate.
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MEN ONLY IN THE IDF
ESTABLISHMENT
WO M E N S E RV E I N T H E I S R A E L I A R M Y BU T M E N G E T T H E P RO M OT I O N S
By ARIEH O’SULLIVAN, MEDIA LINE
Israel is one of just a
few countries that subjects
its women to mandatory
draft and has a female
major-general sitting on the
army’s general staff. Until
recently, the chief justice of
the Supreme Court and the
head of the parliamentary
opposition
were
both
women.
From appearances,
it would seem that women
have a respectable role in
Israeli establishment. But
appearances can be misleading.
“Israel has the lowest representation of women
out of any Western country

in strategic leadership positions in the field of security
and conflict resolution,”
says Julia Chazkel, the cofounder of the Israeli
branch
of
Women
in
International
Security
(WIIS).
A dozen years ago,
the United Nations Security
Council passed Resolution
1325 calling on member
states to increase the representation of women “at all
decision-making levels in
national, regional and international institutions and
mechanisms for the prevention, management, and resolution of conflict.”

It also urged states
to include women as special
envoys, participants in
peace negotiations and in
military peace keeping operations. Israel adopted this
into law over a decade ago,
but has yet to fulfill any of
the requirements under the
resolution, Chazkel told The
Media Line.
“There are very few
women who are in the
strategic positions that they
said they were going to.
There is yet to be a woman
who is on the front lines of
peace negotiations with the
Palestinians. This is a
promise that they have been

making for over 10 years
that hasn’t been fulfilled,”
says Chazkel.
Chazkel founded the
Israeli chapter of WIIS in
September 2010 with Lea
Landman with the declared
aim of boosting the influence of women in foreign
and defense affairs in Israel
and the Middle East. They
were teaming up with the
mother organization sitting
in Washington DC, which
was established in 1987
and today boasts some
5,000 members in nearly 50
countries.
Chazkel comes from
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GIL BLUTRICH MAKES HIS MARK
Submitted by THE COMMUNICATIONS GROUP INC.
An illustrious and
rare example of Canadian
maritime history has finally
come home. The S.S.
Keewatin — the crown jewel
in the Canadian Pacific
Railway’s
once-mighty
Great Lakes Steamship fleet
— was repatriated by
Skyline
International
Development
Inc.
(www.skylineinvestments.
com/) and arrived at its
original home in Port
McNicoll, ON, June 23,
2012 as part of a community celebration.
In 2011, Skyline’s
Chairman and President Gil
Blutrich announced an
agreement following four
years of negotiation to pur-

chase
and
repatriate
Keewatin to its original
home in Port McNicoll,
where the R.J. and Diane
Peterson Great Lakes and
S.S. Keewatin Foundation
will operate and maintain

We Are Pleased to Extend Greetings to
Our Jewish Friends throughout
LONDON AND KITCHENER
We wish you continued success in the years ahead.
We are always pleased to serve you.

GLOBAL ELECTRIC
LONDON LTD.
Over 20 Years Experience
Commercial - Residential - Industrial
All Types Of Electrical
Construction & Maintenance
548 Winblest 519 685-6726
We Join in Extending Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of
LONDON AND AREA
We wish you well in the coming year.

We are always pleased to serve you.
SINCE IMMIGRATING
to Canada and establishing
Skyline
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Development in 1998,
Gil Blutrich has helmed
the company’s rapid
emergence as an innovative real estate and
hospitality firm specialized in destination communities by identifying
underleveraged assets,
re-thinking their footprint and investing
strategically to increase
profitability. In 2004, he
was awarded Ernst &
Young’s Entrepreneur of
the Year in Ontario.
Blutrich is also the
Founder and Chairman
of Mishorim Group
(MSHR: Tel Aviv).
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BOOKS IN REVIEW
“THE LAST SONG” IS A CHILLING HISTORICAL NOVEL DEALING WITH THE SPANISH INQUISITION
Reviewed by STUART NULMAN
There was a lengthy
period of time when Spain
was a society that was tolerant of the ethnic communities that lived on the Iberian
Peninsula, especially the
country’s Jews.
That all changed by
the 1490s, thanks to the
Spanish Inquisition. Led by
a fanatical monk named
Tomas de Torquemada,
Spain’s Jews (whom he
deemed as “heretics”) were
forced
to
convert to
Christianity, or suffer the
consequences. And those
consequences
usually
meant unspeakable a c t s
of torture, often climaxing

in a ceremony called the
“auto da fe”, where Jews,
and Marranos, would end
up being tied to a stake and
burned alive. It was probably the darkest and most
tragic episode in the history
of the Jewish people prior to
the rise of Adolf Hitler and
the Nazis.
To give young adult
readers an idea of what life
was like for the Jews in late
15th century Spain when
the Inquisition was at its
most macabre, Hungarianborn novelist Eva Wiseman
– who resides in Winnipeg –
has written a compelling and
highly readable historical

novel called “The Last
Song”.
The story focuses on
Isabel de Cardosa, a 14year-old girl from Toledo
whose father Enrique is a
well-to-do nobleman who
loyally serves as the chief
physician to King Ferdinand
and Queen Isabella. She
lives a privileged life in
Toledo and is a devout
Catholic. And like many
Christians in Spain at that
time, she harbors a poisonous resentment towards
its Jewish population.
However, as Isabel
approaches her 15th birthday - and is engaged to a

brutish lout named Luis,
whom she does not want to
marry – she discovers two
startling revelations that
will forever change her life
and that of her family. First
of all, her mother and father
tell her that they were originally born Jewish, and converted as “New Christians”
for the sake of survival; and
second, her parents have
hidden a letter written by
her
great-grandmother,
revealing
that
Torquemada’s grandmother
was Jewish.
The story takes yet
another twist when Isabel

We Extend Best to Our Jewish Friends and Clients throughout
LONDON AND AREA
We wish you health and happiness in the years ahead.
We are always ready to discuss your special needs.
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HELPFUL HINTS FOR THE JEWISH TRAVELLER
By MIKE COHEN
MANCHESTER, N.H.
Recognized
as
New
Hampshire’s
commercial
and industrial leader, as well
as its largest city and the
home of nearly 10 percent of
its population, Manchester
(www.manchestercvb.com)
is only 58 miles from Boston.
Manchester
first
gained national fame in the
1800s as the home of the
massive textile mill of the
Amoskeag Manufacturing
Company.
Today
Manchester is home to a
melting pot of high tech companies, banks, business services enterprises, retailers,
manufacturers and health
care
professionals.
Commerce is just one part of
Manchester's appeal. The
city is also the focal point of
the state's cultural community and home to many of
the region's eight colleges
and universities. Cultural
institutions such as the
Currier Gallery of Art and
Palace Theatre join with the
new Verizon Wireless Arena
and outdoor concert venues
to attract world-class performers and exhibits to the
city. Performances, exhibits,
classes, workshops and lectures are offered to the general public at many of the
area's institutions of higher
education. Other city attractions
include
the
Manchester
Historic
Association,
FrancoAmerican Centre and the
SEE Science Center.
ACCOMMODATIONS: A brand new La
Quinta Inn and Suites
recently opened at 21 Front
Street in the former Clarion

Hotel. Located in the historic
Millyard district, this hotel
and conference center (that
part known as the Falls
Center) overlooks the beautiful Amoskeag Falls. There is
a convenience store in the
lobby, free high-speed wireless
Internet
access
throughout the hotel, a fitness center, business center,
seasonal outdoor pool, meeting facilities, an airport
shuttle and pets are welcome, Guest rooms are furnished with La Quinta’s signature pillow top mattresses, microwave, refrigerator
and coffee maker, iron, ironing board, hair dryer, as well
a 32 inch flat panel HDTV
with over 35 HD channels
from which to choose.
Breakfast here is free, and
includes waffles, hot and
cold cereals, bread and
muffins, fresh fruit, coffee,
juice, pastries, bagels and
milk.
This four floor facility has 109 rooms, including
three suites. It is located off
of Exit #6 of the I-293. You
can call 603-669-5400 or
go to www.lq.com. Rooms
can start as low as $79 a
night. Following a multimillion dollar renovation,
Alta Properties in partnership with Roedel Companies
(roedelcompanies.com) officially opened the property
last April, complete with a
ribbon cutting ceremony
featuring the mayor, the
head of the Chamber of
Commerce and La Quinta
executives.
David Roedel, a partner of Roedel Cos., explained
(

We Extend Best Wishes to Our Jewish
Friends and Patients throughout
LONDON
We wish you well in the coming year.
We are always pleased to
serve your needs.

LONDON FOOT
SPECIALISTS
J. CRAIG HUNT, B.SC., D. CH.
Comprehensive Footcare
Children, Adults
RX Orthotics, Pedorthics
Sports Injury, Surgery
By Appointment Only

279 Wharncliffe Rd. North Suite 108
London, Ontario N6H 2C2
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MEN ONLY
a background in counterterrorism analysis and
international
law.
Landman, a former Israel
Air Force intelligence officer,

"
!
!

is a research fellow on
national security and economic affairs at the Herzilya
Interdisciplinary
Center
(IDC).
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To its credit, Israel is
one of a handful of countries where women have
served as prime minister.
Golda Meir did so during
the tumultuous 1973 Yom
Kippur War. Until last
month,
the
head
of,
Kadima, the largest political
party in Israel, was Tzipi
Livni, a former Mossad
agent and foreign minister
under the government of
Ariel Sharon and Ehud
Olmert. Livni lost out in a
leadership contest in March
to her rival, former army
Chief of Staff and Defense
Minister Shaul Mofaz.
But Meir and Livni
are the exception. In its 64year history, only 10 women
have served as ministers,
(including Meir and Livni)
and there are currently
three female minister out of
Binyamin
Netanyahu’s
unprecedentedly large 29member Cabinet. These
include
Minister
of
Agriculture Orit Noked,
Minister of Immigration
Absorption Sofa Landver
and Minister of Sport and
Culture Limor Livnat.
Ironically, one of the
major leaders in last summer’s social protests by
huge swaths of Israel’s middle class was a Daphni Leef,
a 25-year-old videographer.
Based at IDC, the
WIIS helps students and
young professionals prepare
their resumes and hone
their interviewing skills.
They also hold monthly lectures on security, women’s
rights and conflict resolution.
Chazkel said the
group has three main target
groups: students, mid-level
career women and women
in
senior
positions.
Students are given mentors
and help in career opportunities and linked to entrylevel job opportunities in
the security sector.
With women at midlevel careers, Chazkel said
they help them earn promotions by various training.
“These training programs

fit perfectly in institutional
barriers in the places that
they already work to help
them achieve higher and
reach leadership positions
in the security sector,” she
said, but did not elaborate.
And then we work
with networking opportunities for women at the highest levels to get them to
know each other and to
really build a Girls Club
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that can counter the All
Boys Club,” Chazkel said.
“We are doing major
research to find out what
are the institutional barriers. I think a lot of them
have to do with sexual
harassment, feelings of a
lack of role models – which
is why we think the mentor-

We Take Pleasure
in Extending
Best Wishes to the
Our Jewish Friends in
LONDON
We are always
pleased to
serve you.
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9
ing opportunities are the
most important thing, so
that women that are coming
into the field know that
there is someone there to
help them,” she said.
Politics and the
defense establishment are
male-dominated.
There
were those who saw the
option to changing this by
presenting an alternative. In
Israel, there are today over
50 registered women's organizations, the majority of
which are devoted to providing solutions, such as
preschool daycare, assistance to single mothers, and
legal counseling, to the
problems
women
face.
Others are focused on
issues such as peace, security, and social welfare,
such as The Women in
Black, Rachelim Women
and Four Mothers.
Interestingly
enough, public opinion surveys usually show no differences between the views of
Israeli men and women on
issues related to peace
making.
“Women don't necessarily think differently than
men when it comes to peace
negotiations and security,
but the perception of
women is that we do,” said
Chazkel.
According to a dissertation written by Fania
Oz-Salzberger, who now
teaches at the University of
Haifa, Palestinians were
more willing to accept
women on their peace negotiating teams than Israelis.
“This isn’t necessarily because women are more
inclined to peace, but rather
because the perception of
us is that we are,” Chazkel
says. “So I personally
believe, and believe strongly, that these are reasons
that we need to put women
into strategic positions.
Because we have a unique
thing that we bring to the
table and we have something that adds to the table
and it's important to bring
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DIELCO INDUSTRIAL
CONTRACTORS LTD.
MILLWRIGHTING, PIPING,
RELOCATIONS, INSTALLATIONS &
PLANT MAINTENANCE

61 Enterprise Drive,
London, Ontario
685-2224

We Are Pleased to Extend Best Wishes to
Our Jewish Friends and Customers
throughout
LONDON AND AREA
We wish you continued success
in the year ahead.
We are always pleased to serve you.
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women into strategic positions.”
Chazkel
believes
that Israel is progressing,
albeit, slowly.
“If we want to continue progressing ourselves
as a Western society that’s
moving toward democratic,
and equal opportunities, we

need to make sure we represent ourselves at the level
the European's are and the
level that the Americans
are. So, in order to do that,
we need to make sure there
are more women in leadership
positions—because
that's the future,” Chazkel
said.

TRAVEL TALES
that the improvements for
The Falls Center and La
Quinta Inn and Suites met
the company’s
original
objective of improving the
building's overall functionality. The site also offers the
Greater Manchester community and those visiting the
Queen City a completely re-

vitalized option. "Designed
as a sister property for our
award
winning
Hilton
Garden Inn Manchester, The
Falls is virtually a brand new
hotel with contemporary
architecture and interior
design," said Roedel. "It provides exceptional price value
and excellent service that

We Are Again Pleased to Extend Best Wishes to
Our Jewish Friends and Clients throughout
LONDON AND AREA
We wish you continued success
in the year ahead.
We are always pleased to serve you.

We Take Great Pleasure in
Extending Greetings to the
Jewish Community of
LONDON AND AREA
We wish you well in the coming year.
We are always pleased to serve you.
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THE WORD MACHAL IS A HEBREW ACRONYM
for “Mitnadvei Chutz L’Aretz”, meaning
“Volunteers from Abroad”. The Machalniks were
mainly veterans of World War II. As the war
clouds were gathering over Palestine, these veterans felt an obligation to support their brethren in
the new-born State of Israel. More than 4,500 volunteers came from 58 countries - men and women,
Jews and non-Jews. Most importantly, these veterans brought their invaluable World War II experience and skills. They rallied to Israel’s aid in her
struggle against the invasion of 6 well-armed
armies. "Volunteering to fight in the War of
Independence was the most important aspect of
my life" said a young 86 year old Stanley who
came from Kenya and who went to Israel with 800
men and women from South Africa. The above
photograph was taken last month when these
brave heroes were honoured in a special exhibition
“By Land, by Air and by Sea” at the Museum of
the Jewish People (the Diaspora Museum) which
opened to the public on June 1st.

The Jewish Standard, July 2012
our guests will really enjoy."
SHOPPING: Check
out The Mall of New
Hampshire, a traditional
stop for us anytime we visit
Manchester. It has 125 specialty stores, four full-service restaurants and a 550seat Food Court. Macy's, JC
Penney, Sears, and Best Buy
serve as the anchors and a
Ruby Tuesday Restaurant
pleases our taste buds.
JEWISH COMMUNITY:
"Greater Manchester"
takes in a number of the
surrounding towns including Londonderry, Derry,
Bedford and Amherst. The
Jewish Federation of New
Hampshire (www.j e w i s h
nh.org) is the sole social service agency in the state,
other than the synagogues,
New Hampshire is
known for its motto of ‘Live
Free or Die,’ and it is consis-

11
tent in the Jewish community as well, officials tell me.
The State is known for its
“Hidden Yidden” who often
choose not to associate with
the
‘”typical
institutions.” Many of them belong to a Chaverot and participate
in
Jewish
Federation cultural or learning activities, but do not
belong to traditional synagogues.
There are three
Jewish places of worship in
Manchester: Temple Adath
Yeshurun(R)
at
152
Prospect Street, Temple
Israel(C) at 66 Salmon Street
and Chabad/Lubavitch of
New Hampshire (O) at 7
Camelot Place.
Mike Cohen’s e-mail
address is
info@mikecohen.ca. Readers can gog on
to his travel files at
www.sandboxworld.com/tra
vel.

•
BRINGING HISTORY HOME
the vessel as a maritime
museum. The Keewatin will
be moored in a new waterfront park in Port McNicoll
— steps from the original
location where it was origin a l l y t i e d . T h e park will

&, 504 04 >:,4+04.
,9: &09/,9 :5
;8 ,=09/ 80,4+9
(4+ ;9:53,89 04
#
!
& # !
&, =09/ ?5; *54:04;,+
9;**,99 04 :/,
?,(89 (/,(+
&, (8, (2=(?9 62,(9,+
:5 9,8<, ?5;

feature a replica of the
town’s original train station
and surrounding English
Royal gardens. Once there,
restoration work will be
completed to return the
ship to her original early
20th century grandeur.
“This vessel is one of
a kind,” said Eric Conroy,
author of the book A Steak
In the Drawer, which details
his experiences working on
the Keewatin as a 17-yearold. Conroy, a long-time
Keewatin volunteer who
worked with Blutrich to
negotiate her repatriation,
will chair the R.J. and
Diane Peterson Great Lakes
and
S.S.
Keewatin
Foundation.
Constructed
five
years before the ill-fated
voyage of RMS Titanic, the
Keewatin is the last surviving vessel in the Great
Lakes Steamship fleet and
features many of the same
design and construction
features of her cousin
Titanic, including a quadruple expansion steam engine
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We Extend Best Wishes to the Our Jewish
Friends and Customers throughout
KITCHENER-WATERLOO
We are always pleased to serve you.
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We Extend Best Wishes to the Our Jewish
Friends and Customers throughout
KITCHENER-WATERLOO
We wish you well in the year ahead.
We are always pleased to serve you.
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RECENTLY GRADUATED FROM DUKE UNIVERSITY
where she played number one singles on a full
athletic scholarship and a “graduate” of ITC in
Haifa, Nadine Fahoum has decided she wants to
give back to her country Israel, the children and
people she loves. Forgoing private sector opportunities, Ms. Fahoum is determined to pursue a new
career off the tennis courts, by accepting a position
as a Development Associate for the Israel Tennis
Centers Foundation in New York City. Jacqueline
Goldstein, VP for Global Development, stated that
“Ms. Fahoum will be raising awareness and funds
for ITC’s co-existence and social impact programs.
Nadine is a wonderful example of the kind of leaders that the ITC is developing. As a proud Israeli
Arab, she is the perfect role model and
Ambassador for Israel.” Fahoum wants to help
create a better future for the next generation of
children in Israel, regardless of their backgrounds.
Adds Fahoum: “I am a product of the Israel Tennis
Center’s co-existence program and firmly believe
that through playing tennis together, Arab and
Jewish children can overcome barriers of understanding. When children build relationships starting at a young age they only see each other as
friends. Without the ITC, I would not be at the
place I am today.” Nadine may be the first IsraeliArab Muslim woman to work globally for a Jewish
Philanthropic organization in the United States
raising money so that more Arab and Jewish children can get to know one another through the
sport of tennis.

The Jewish Standard, July 2012

13

BOOKS IN REVIEW
establishes a secret friendship with Yonah, the son of
a skilled Jewish silversmith.
Then her father is accused
by Torquemada of being a
heretic and is arrested and
tortured. In the summer of

We Extend
Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of
KITCHENERWATERLOO
We wish you well in
the year ahead.
We look forward to
serving you.
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1492,
Ferdinand
and
Isabella announce an edict
that all Jews are to be
expulsed from Spain by the
end of July, Isabel and her
family fear that they will be
forced to leave their life of
privilege in Toledo and go to
an unknown country.
Wiseman accurately
portrays
the macabre
nature of the Inquisition
and the pathological suspicion and fear Christian
Spaniards had of the country’s Jews, This loathing of
Jews led to widespread
informing on anyone who
was suspected, without any
evidence, of being a Jewish
heretic.
As
well,
she
describes in graphic detail
the Inquisition’s sinister
methods to try to convince
Jews
to
convert
to
Christianity.
Her portrayal
of
Torquemada
is
absolutely chilling (especially the scene later in the
book when Isabel has an
audience with the Grand
Inquisitor in his murky
chambers and triesß and
convince him that her
father is a devoted and loyal
Christian and servant to the
king and queen, and should
be released from his incarceration).
Through
Isabel,
readers get a portrait of
someone who is not only
smart,
intelligent
and
resourceful, but of a young
lady who also becomes a
symbol of tolerance.
She
accepts a group of people
whom she hates at first, but
when she discovers the true
face of these people, is more
than willing to accept them
for what they are (especially
when she discovers that she
is actually part of that
group).
“The Last Song” is a
well written and moving
novel that provides yet
another
example of the
suffering Jews have had to
endure in so many countries in which they have
lived. Like the Holocaust, the

Spanish Inquisition is part
of our history younger generations should never forget. And thanks to the story
told in the “The Last Song”

the lessons of history are
less likely to be forgotten.
The Last Song by
Eva
Wiseman
(Tundra
Books, $19.99)

We Extend Best Wishes to Our
Jewish Friends and Customers
We are always pleased to serve you.
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WORLD IN REVIEW
Holocaust Museums
Feud
Some twenty years
ago the Holocaust Museum
in Washington asked the
Auschwitz-Birkenau State
Museum to lend it parts of a
barrack that had been located in Birkenau. As the end
of the agreed upon “loan”
period drew closer the
Holocaust
Memorial
Museum’s directors had
second thoughts about
returning the barracks.
“There are a number of similar facilities at Birkenau”,
argued one official at the
American museum.
W l a d y s l a w
Bartoszeewski, director of
the international council of
the
Auschwitz-Birkenau
State Museum, accused the
Americans
of
“robbing
Auschwitz”.
For two years nego-

Congratulating the

have dragged on with both
sides hoping litigation will
not be necessary. Hopes for
a resolution have improved
slightly since Sarah Jane
Bloomfield, the director of
the
U.S.
Holocaust
Memorial Museum, joined
the
Auschwitz-Birkenau
museum’s
international
council. Soo, too, did
Ronald Lauder, chairman of
the World Jewish Congress.

Chasidic PR Consultant
Forced to Quit
Yossi Gestetner wasn’t on the job very long before
his past came back to haunt
him. Eight days after he was
hired by the New York State
Republican Party as Director
for
Jewish
Outreach
Gestetner was forced to
resign after a controversial
interview on The Jewish
Channel. (See page 15)

We Extend Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of
KITCHENER-WATERLOO
We wish you success in all
your endeavours.
We are always pleased to serve you.

We Extend Best Wishes to the
Jewish Community of
Kitchener-Waterloo
We are always pleased to serve your needs.
DR. CHRISTOPHER LANE, C. Psych.
Psychologist
• Assessments • Psychotherapy Sport Psychology
• Children • Adolescents • Adults • Couples • Families

ph (519) 725-9456
fax (519) 725-4889

We Join in

50 Westmount Rd. N.
Suite 222
Waterloo, Ontario
N2L 2Y9

Jewish Community of
KITCHENERWATERLOO
We wish you
continued success.
We are always
pleased to serve you.
THERE’S A 40-SOMEthing Jewish mom in
Toronto and she’s making some big waves in
the computer animation
industry…a field typically dominated by men
who live, eat and
breathe video games.
Her name is Julie
Steiner, and she’s the
president of Percy3D-- a
small company that has
relationships
with
Hollywood powerhouses such as Universal
and Paramount Pictures.
Julie has developed an
app called PercyFX
which allows users to
personalize movie clips
such as ‘Forrest Gump’
or ‘Back to the Future.’
Users can insert their
own message and have
it move fluidly throughout the clip as if it were
part of the actual movie.
Rendering animation in
a 3D space for movies
would take days and
weeks, but with Julie’s
direction, her company
enables movie fans to
personalize clips in
under a minute and
then send it to their
friends or posted on
Facebook. It’s a fun
form of entertainment
and unique to Julie
Steiner’s company.

We Extend Best
Wishes to the
Jewish Community of
KITCHENERWATERLOO
We wish you success
in the years ahead.
We are always
pleased to serve you.
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Initially, The GOP
had
declared
that
Gestetner “has been a
resilient
voice
for
Conservative values” and
that he “has illustrated a
broad
understanding
and deep connection to
members of the Jewish
Community.”
During the interview, however, Gestetner
was asked about his past
af filiation
with T rue
T orah
Jews
Against
Zionism, a small antiZionist faction based in
Brooklyn. Then there
was his defence of New
Square arsonist Shaul
Spitzer.
After
that
Gestetner
became
a
spokesperson for a rally
to
benefit
Nechemya
Weberman, currently on
trial for molesting a
twelve-year old girl over
a
four
year
period.
Gestetner told the interviewer that it was up to
rabbis to deal with accusations
within
the
Jewish
community.
Following the views of
Satmar
and
Agudath
Israel on matters of sexual abuse is not ideal for
a person aspiring to a
spokesperson for a mainstream political party.
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BRINGING HISTORY
expansion steam
engine
and “Scottish” boilers, as
well as a grand staircase,
Edwardian dining saloon,
hand painted Italian glass
and oak trim throughout.
Strict regulations were
imposed on wooden cabin
steamships on the Great
Lakes after the 1949 S.S.
Noronic fire disaster killed
118 passengers and one
crew member, making the
financial viability of the
overnight cruiser difficult.
New modes of transportation also made the vessel
largely obsolete.
Launched July 6,
1907, the Keewatin was
retired in 1966 after almost
60 seasons ferrying passengers from Port McNicoll on
Georgian Bay, to Port
Arthur (Thunder Bay) on
Lake Superior.
Built by the Fairfield
Shipbuilding
and
Engineering Company in
Scotland as Hull No. 453,
the 350-foot long Keewatin
carried 288 passengers with
a crew of 86, and cruised at
a top speed of 14 knots.
Along with her sister ship
S.S. Assiniboia, Keewatin
was the first Great Lakes
ship to boast radar.

NIKKI YANOFSKY STOLE THE SHOW AT THE RECENT
reception held to benefit the Israel Guide Center for
the Blind.

We Take Great Pleasure in
Extending Greetings to the
Jewish Community of
LONDON AND AREA
We wish you well in the coming year.
We are always pleased to serve you.
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